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1st Sunday of Advent Forbes Park, Makati

The Solemnity of 
Christ the King Celebrated

To see more pictures of the feast of the Solemnity of Christ the King, 
check out our website at www.ssaparish.com

JPIC SCHOlarship -- LAST CALL! turn to page 4.

By Edmund Lim
Our parish celebrated the Solemnity of Christ the King 

last Sunday with a yearly procession starting at the 
Colegio de San Agustin chapel in Dasmarinas Village, 
and ending with a solemn mass thereafter at the Main 
Church.

 
When I started serving in the Worship Committee 4 

years ago, I wondered what the Solemnity of Christ the 
King was all about. From an outsider’s perspective, it 
appeared to be a procession where men in barong march 
up and down Palm Avenue causing unnecessary traffic.

 
While poring through many doctrine readings and 

consulting with some of our elderly parishioners on this 
Solemnity, I came to realize that first of all, this Solemnity 
signified endings; the end of our Liturgical year.  It also 
signifies that all things in this world, good and bad, do 
come to an end.

It reminds us of God’s gift of time and how we should 
value this time in helping, serving and loving others.  It 
teaches us not to fear as Jesus remains to be our KING 
from the beginning until the end of time.

It tells us to value peace as Christ became King not by 
any worldly power and violence but through his essence 
and nature as given by God the Father.

It reveals to us Christians that our allegiance is to 
their spiritual ruler in Heaven as opposed to any earthly 
supremacy. Pope Benedict XVI remarked that Christ’s 
kingship is not based on “human power” but on loving 
and serving others.

Finally, it reminds us of new beginnings. That in 
the coming advent season in the new liturgical year, 
we should strive to serve others and our church…. 
Together….

 
Prayer: O Jesus Christ, I acknowledge Thee as 

universal King. All that has been made, has been 
created for Thee. Exercise all Thy rights over me. I 
renew my baptismal vows, renouncing Satan, his pomps 
and his works; and I promise to live as a good Christian. 
In particular do I pledge myself to labor, to the best of 
my ability, for the triumph of the rights of God and Thy 
Church.

Divine Heart of Jesus, to Thee do I proffer my poor 
services, laboring that all hearts may acknowledge Thy 
Sacred Kingship, and that thus the reign of Thy peace be 
established throughout the whole universe. Amen.
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SUNDAY GOSPEL 
REFLECTION

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
By Fr. Serge Santos, OFM

Our pilgrim church is a strategist. Why 
so?  Let’s take a look.  Last Sunday 
we celebrated the Feast of Christ the 
King, which declares that our Lord 
Jesus Christ is the King of Kings and 
the Lord of Lords. This really means 
Christ rules the world and the universe 
and the Controller of our lives and 
Mother Earth. Today we celebrate the 
First Sunday of Advent, the beginning 
of the Advent season and the new 
liturgical year. Advent comes from the 
Latin word Adventus, which means 
Coming. What is this Coming? This is 
the Second Coming of Christ, which 
would happen on the day of Final 
Judgment, when Christ would turn 
over humanity to God the Father and 
Creator. We prepare for this coming so 
that when this spectacular day arrives, 
we are ready like the five Wise Virgins 
fully prepared heart, mind, body and 
spirit to meet the Bridegroom Jesus 
Christ. If we are ready and prepared 
for this Second Coming, which is 
considered the Second Christmas, we 
will be prepared for the First Coming, 
which is the birth of Jesus Christ in 
Bethlehem. This what makes the 
church that designed the liturgical 
calendar a strategist.

I quote from the ORDO 2015: 
“ADVENT has a twofold character, 
for it is a time of preparation for the 
Solemnities of Christmas, in which 

the First Coming of the Son of God to 
humanity is remembered, and likewise 
a time when, by remembrance of 
this, minds and hearts are led to look 
forward to Christ’s Second Coming 
at the end of time. For these two 
reasons, Advent is a period of devout 
and expectant delight.” (Universal 
Norms on the Liturgical Year and the 
General Roman Calendar, 39). 

The church divides Advent in two parts. 
The first part, which begins today until 
December 16th, urges us to prepare 
for the Second Coming of Christ. The 
second part from December 17th 
until Christmas Eve highlights the 
preparation for the celebration of his 
birth. (cf. Calendarium Romanum, p. 
61)

As we begin Advent today, the church 
reminds us that Christmas is coming. 
But it seems that the church is late in 
announcing this event. Shopping malls 
and stores and houses have been 
decorated beautifully since October. 
Many children have made a list of 
presents they want to receive. Many 
adults have bought gifts.  Christmas 
carols are in the air. It’s about time 
the church tells us to get ready and be 
prepared. 

And yet, in the scriptural readings today 
we cannot find any idea about the birth 
of Jesus Christ. Why? Because there 
are two Christmases we can prepare. 
The first is the one we are very familiar 
with, the First Christmas (Nativity). We 
know Jesus Christ was born like us 
but without sin. By following his words 
and example we give meaning to our 
human existence. Christ has gone to 
the Father but he will return. This is the 
Second Coming, the Final Judgment 
Day (Parousia), which is the coming of 
Christ at the end of time. 

Maybe many of us don’t give enough 
thought to this Second Christmas so 
the church calls attention to this event. 
We want for sure to go to Heaven. 
Therefore it is fitting and right to be 
found worthy for this momentous 
event. This Last Day is still a secret to 
us.

“Watch” is the warning of Jesus Christ. 

A SECOND CHRISTMAS
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We will be prepared if we remain 
faithful to Christ and to our Christian 
faith.

This holy season of Advent is a great 
opportunity to look into one’s life and 
check how one stands with God. 
Christmas should remind us of the 
Second Christmas. Question oneself:  
How would I fare if I were called today 
from this world? Have I followed the 
teachings of Christ? Could I get a 
passing grade? If we find ourselves 
lacking in preparedness, this is the 
season to put things in order.

We have the capacity to make the 
Second Christ either joyful or terrifying.  
Our loving God does not will evil for us. 
Jesus Christ wants us to be SAVED! 
God is giving a wonderful Christmas 
gift, which is ETERNAL LIFE. The spirit 
that we can adopt is the spirit of the 
Second Christmas which is highlighted 
in our prayer following the recitation of 
the “Our Father”: “Deliver us, Lord, we 
pray, from every evil, graciously grant 
peace in our days, that, by the help of 
your mercy, we may be always free 
from sin and safe from all distress, as 
we await the blessed hope and the 
coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.”



 It is amazing how a saint who was 
once one of the most popular and 
venerated saints of the Greek and 
Roman Catholic churches during the 
early Middle Ages is today believed 
to not having ever existed at all.  
Maybe it’s because the original 
Greek accounts of her martyrdom are 
nowhere to be found.  However the 
Syriac, Latin and other versions are 
still extant.
 Our saint became very popular 
when her story appeared in great 
detail in the book The Golden Legend 
which became a best seller during 
that time.  Because of her fame she 
became venerated as one of the 
14 Auxiliary Saints or Holy Helpers 
especially as the patroness of 
artillerymen and firemen among many 
others such as architects, builders, 
masons, armorers, gunsmiths, miners 
and even gravediggers.  She is also 
invoked as protection in times of 
lightning, thunderstorms, fire, artillery 
bombardments, explosions, injustice, 
violence and against sudden death.  
She is even believed to bring Holy 
Communion to the faithful at times of 
death.
 Her statue is to be found in almost 
every home and business as a 
talisman or protection against all sorts 
of evil happenings.  Like our beloved 
Michael the Archangel she assured 
the people of universal protection and 
justice.
 And yet despite her widespread 
popularity so that she became one 
of the greatest saints of the Eastern 
Orthodox Catholic Church because of 
doubts about the historical accuracy of 
the accounts about her, her feast on 
December 4 was removed from the 
universal liturgical calendar in 1969.
 Once again we have to rely on 
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“Tell me, where in the Bible 
states that …?”

The ABC’s of Catholic 
Doctrine

by Lianne Tiu

tradition and legend to reproduce the 
story of this saint who to this day has a 
set of loyal followers
 It is believed that St. Barbara lived 
and died during the 3rd or 4th century 
in either Rome, Heliopolis, Antioch, 
Tuscany or Nicomedia.  While many 
chroniclers disagree on her time and 
place they agree on several important 
details of her life.
 According to an elaborate legend 
Barbara was the beautiful daughter 
of Dioscuros, a wealthy pagan or 
non-Christian official in the time of 
Emperor Maximian who was placed 
by her father to live guarded in a high 
tower.
 The reason for his doing this is 
varied.  Some say that it was because 
Barbara rejected her many suitors and 
resisted her father’s demand that she 
marry.  Some say that as she was an 
only child her father wanted no man 
to see her.  Others believed it was 
to protect and isolate her against the 
considerable social upheaval and 
growing Christian movement that was 
taking place at that time.
   Whatever the reason was Barbara 
was committed to live in that tower.  
However it was no prison or dungeon 
nor was she forced to live in total 
isolation.  One writer said she even 
entertained her friends and got a 
great education tutored by excellent 
teachers.
   Because she had so much time 
for meditation and contemplation 
she begun to question the necessity 
of worshipping a pantheon of gods 
instead of just one.  As her father was 
away on a business trip she sent to 
Alexandria for the famous teacher 
Origen to give her religious instruction.  
It was due to his teaching that 
Barbara was converted and became a 
Christian.
 As her father was then having 
constructed as a gift to Barbara a new 
bathhouse on the grounds of the tower 
Barbara changed the design and 
ordered a third window be installed to 
symbolize the Holy Trinity.  All pagan 
statues and images she had taken out 
and replaced by a simple cross.
   So when her father returned and saw 
what had happened, he demanded 
to know the reason for the changes.  
Bravely Barbara admitted that she had 
the third window installed because 
“Grace comes to us through three 
channels, the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.”  The three windows were 
like the Holy Trinity, which brings light 
to the world.
   On hearing this, her father became so 
enraged on knowing that his worst fear 
had happened.  His beloved daughter 
Barbara had become a Christian!
   Dragging her to the provincial prefect 

 This is a familiar line from our 
Protestant brothers, who claim that 
the Bible alone is their authority.
     We, Catholics, believe in the Bible. 
It is the word of God. It is truth without 
error. It is precious to us because 
God uses it to tell us about Jesus. 
Without it, we would know very little 
about Jesus.  As St. Jerome stated, 
“Ignorance of the Scriptures is 
ignorance of Christ.”
 The Bible on its own, however, 
is not enough. It tells us that Jesus 
would have more to tell us than what 
he revealed while he walked on earth. 
(John 16:12) St. John also wrote: 
“There were many other things that 
Jesus did; if all were written down, 
the world itself, I suppose, would not 
hold all the books that would have 
to be written.” (John 21:25)  These 
are evidences that not everything is 
contained in the Bible.
 Aside from the Bible, we also believe 
in Sacred Tradition.  This is another 
way God has wanted his revelation 
to be passed on from generation to 
generation by observing, listening, 
verbal preaching, and setting 
examples. Sacred Tradition is also 
the word of God. Actually, it was 
Tradition that gave us the Bible. Most 
of the Apostles’ teachings that were 
passed on orally were written down 
in the New Testament many years 
later. Tradition also tells us how the 
Church evolved after the death of the 
last apostle, what happened to Mary, 
how Peter and Paul ended their lives, 
etc.
 Aside from the Bible and Tradition, 
we also believe in the Magisterium 
of the Church. The three of them are 
so connected and associated that 
one of them cannot stand without the 
others. (Dei Verbum Ch. 2, Sec. 10 

turn to page 4 turn to page 4

RANDOM    THOUGHTS
Voices from yesterday and today…

By: Peachy Maramba

SAINT BARBARA
3rd or 4th Century:

December 4
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Random Thoughts...from page 3

The ABC’s...from page 3

SUNDAY-NOVEMBER 30

* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 9:15AM - CCD Sunday Religion Class
* 4:00PM - CORO Practice

MONDAY - DECEMBER 1
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 1:30PM - OFS Formation

TUESDAY - DECEMBER 2
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM - JPIC Hospital Ministry PGH 

Visitation
* 2:00PM -  Health Care Ministry 

Dancersize “Open to All Parishioners”
* 4:00PM -  Marian Cenacle Group 

Prayer meeting

WEDNESDAY - DECEMBER 3
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 4:00PM - CCD Religion Class

THURSDAY - DECEMBER 4
* 8:00AM  - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM  - Health Care Ministry 

Visitation at Rizal Medical Center, 
Pasig, City 

* 5:00PM - OFS and LeCom Joint 
Christmas party

* 7:00PM  - SYA prayer meeting

FRIDAY -  DECEMBER 5
* 8:00AM  - Thrift Shop
* 2:00PM  - Health Care Ministry 

Dancersize “Open to all Parishioners”
* 3:00PM  - Health Care Ministry 

monthly Healing Mass
* 6:30PM  - Men of the Sacred Heart 

monthly meeting
* 7:30PM  - Household Help 

Charismatic Prayer Meeting
* 9:00AM  - TigAwit Choir Practice

SATURDAY - DECEMBER 6
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 4:00PM -  VOSA Choir Practice
* 6:00PM - SYA Christmas Party in 

Greenhills, San Juan City

CALENDAR OF MINISTRIES
FOR THE WEEK

Our Parish’s JPIC Ministry – 
Scholarship Program’s ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS PARTY / GRADUATION 
PARTY / REUNION for all JPIC-
SCHOLARS is fast approaching and 
we need your offering of gifts for 
ENTRANCE RAFFLE and GAMES 
PRIZES. 

To be held on the 1st SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 6, 2014 – it is an event 
that ALL our scholars look forward to! 
We are expecting approximately 250 
young men and women. And so that 
means at least 250 Entrance Raffle 
Prizes and at least 700 small items 
for game prizes. To date, we do not 
have that quantity so this is an S.O.S 
Please!

Dear Parishioners, PLEASE open 
your closet doors for those unused 
clothes, t-shirts, umbrellas, backpacks, 
utilities and white elephants or buy 
a gift or two and send to the Parish 
Office, care of Ms. Jackie, JPIC 
Socio-Pastoral Worker - no later than 
Wednesday, December 3, 2014. 

This simple act of gift-giving will beget 
goodwill and joy to others and gladden 
your heart as giver! Thank you!

SSAP JPIC Scho. Comm. / Millette T. Ocampo

the fanatical father denounced her as 
such.  She was immediately tortured 
for refusing to sacrifice to the pagan 
gods.
   Some say that the judge then 
condemned her to die by beheading.  
Others say that it was the infuriated 
father who not satisfied with her 
punishment decided to mete out 
his own justice.  Taking her up the 
mountain he took out his sword and 
himself beheaded her.
    On coming down from the mountain 
he was struck by lightning and 
consumed by fire.
   Because Barbara prayed fervently 
before her death she was believed to 
be an intercessor for those about to 
die without the sacraments.
   In the Philippines we have many 
towns, churches and girls named after 
her.

SOURCES of REFERENCE: Butler’s Lives 
of the Saints – Vol. IV – pp. 487 – 489; The 
Big Book of Women Saints – p. 364; The 
Everything Saints Book – p. 223; and others.

(9))  Magisterium is the teaching that 
comes from Church’s leaders (the 
Pope and bishops acting in unity). 
We need the teaching authority of 
the Church, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit, to interpret the Bible 
authentically; otherwise we will end 
up in endless controversies about its 
meaning.
 Although some words such as 
“Trinity,” “Incarnation,” “Purgatory,” 
are not spelled out explicitly in the 
Bible, Scripture supports these 
teachings.  It does not contradict 
them. Protestants threw out 7 books 
out of the 73 books of the Bible, 
which the Church recognized as 
inspired word of God. They removed 
2 Maccabees because they could not 
reconcile with what was taught when 
they rejected purgatory.
 Next time when our Protestant 
brothers ask us, “Where in the Bible 
states that…?”, we can also tell them 
that nowhere in the Bible states that 
Scripture is the sole rule of faith.

(Reference: “Catholic Truths for Our Children” 
by Patti Armstrong; “The Faith Explained 
Today” by Joe Babendreier; “Did Adam & 
Eve Have Belly Buttons?” By Matthew Pinto; 
“Question Time 2” by Fr. John Flader; www.
bible.ca/catholic-tradition.htm; “Dogmatic 
Constitution on Divine Revelation” Dei Verbum 
by Pope Paul VI)

LAST CALL

Please Pray for the Sick
Meldy Cojuangco
Connie Gomez
Marilou Arteficio
Ma. Pilar Oledan
Iggy Clavecilla
Cecille Reynoso
Maxima ‘Amah’ Sy
Aurora Gonzalez
Tommy Dy Buncio
Naning Bagabaldo
Remedios Maceda Berris
Cedric Castro
Anselmo Trinidad Jr.
Pilar del Gallego
Nena Jalandoni
Rosario Lopez

Victoriano Chung
Erlinda Miranda-Oledan
Zwei Lopez Gadi
Shallouh Bancil Swinnerton
Tony Boy Floirendo Jr.
Francisco Tankiang
Cynthia Arms
Felicisimo Alcantara
Rosario de Leon Tobias
David B. Lu
Gloria Syjuco
Raffy Chan
Edric Co
Peter Soo
Chito San Jose
Ron Jacobs

Nancy Imperial
Johnny Lopez
Lisa Alvendia
Letty Ligon
Norma J. Carlos
Sony Lopez Gonzalez
Corazon M. Samaniego
Shaina Budhrani
Gia Gonzalez
Daniel Lao

If you want a name added or 
deleted, contact Bernadette 
at the Parish office tel. nos. 
8438830-32. 
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CALENDAR OF SAINTS
FOR THE WEEK

December 3
Francis Xavier, priest
Francis Xavier was born in Spain in 1506.  While studying 
the liberal arts at Paris, he became a follower of Ignatius 
Loyola.  In 1537 he was ordained at Rome and there 
devoted himself to works of charity.  Francis went to the 
Orient in 1541 where for ten years he tirelessly proclaimed 
the Gospel in India and Japan, and through his preaching 
brought many to believe.  He died in 1552 near the China 
coast on the island of Sancian.

December 4
John Damascene, priest and doctor
John Damascene was born of a Christian family in 
Damascus in the latter part of the seventh century.  Learned 
in Philosophy, he became a monk in the monastery of 
Saint Sabbas near Jerusalem and was then ordained a 
priest.  He wrote many doctrinal works, particularly against 
iconoclasts.  He died in the middle of the eighth century.

December 6
Nicholas, bishop
Nicholas was the bishop of Myra in Lycia (now part of 
Turkey).  He died on the middle of the fourth century and, 
particularly since the tenth century, has been honored by 
the whole church.

December 7
Ambrose, bishop and doctor
Ambrose was born of a Roman family at Trier about the 
year 340.  He studied at Rome and served in the imperial 
government at Sirmium.  In 374, while living in Milan, he 
was elected bishop of the city by popular acclaim and 
ordained on December 7.  He devotedly carried out his 
duties and especially distinguished himself by his service 
to the poor and as an effective pastor and teacher of the 
faithful.  He strenuously guarded the laws of the Church 
and defended orthodox teaching by writings and actions 
against the Arians.  He died on Holy Saturday, April 4, 397.

Reference: Christian Prayer: The Liturgy of the Hours.  Published and 
distributed by Paulines Publishing House, Daughters of St. Paul, 2650 
F.B. Harrison St., 1300 Pasay City, Phil. 13th printing 2010.  ISBN 971-
590-357-6.

FIRST FRIDAY HEALING MASS
The Health Care Ministry invites all parishioners with 
sick relatives and friends to a Healing Mass:
WHEN :  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2014, 3 PM.
WHERE : GROUND FLOOR, PARISH CENTER,
  Santuario de San Antonio

20-Nov-14
Bernard Denis Almeda Datoc & 
Maria Carolina Rivera Cuyco
23-Nov-14
Tom Adrian Valera & Laiza 
Wong
03-Dec-14
John Vincent Sales Castro & 
Michelle Olivia Gonzalez Lolim
05-Dec-14
Tristan Enrico S. Timbol & 
Nicolai Anne B. Terry
07-Dec-14
Victor Eleazar SJ Santos & 
Gemma V. Laderas
09-Dec-14
Richard E. Gutierrez & Camille 
Bettina Dona Kabamalan
10-Dec-14
Angelo Roman Estrada Cabalona 
& Mycah Cortez Sarmiento
12-Dec-14
Gino San Diego Trinidad & Eryn 
Jade Echavez de Leon
14-Dec-14
Jeffrey Cabinta Vinluan & Jerissa 
Leonardo de Jesus
18-Dec-14
Adrian A. Sanchez & Ma. Cecilia 
Manalad
18-Dec-14
Herbert Roy Mirondo Cruz & 
Maylen Katherine Ponferrada 
Blanquiso
19-Dec-14
Miguel Luis M. Ferrer & Chiara 
Jaimee C. Fojas 
20-Dec-14
Kim Loyola Zamora & Jacquelyn 
Po Chan
22-Dec-14
Deuz Mark Anthon B. Gueriña & 
Caroline Marcel B. Ramos
23-Dec-14
Jose Antonio Jobim B. Garcia & 
Katrina Mae S. Gamponia
23-Dec-14
Armando Casibang & Ma. 
Barbara Tarrosa
27-Dec-14
Nels An Castillo Badillo & Mary 
Francis Roa Yu Mapinlac
27-Dec-14
Francesco C. Britanico & Joanne 
Marie C. Gotianun
28-Dec-14
Jordan Nerizon Diola & 
Katherine Ignacio Buhain
29-Dec-14
Syfeuang Maokhamphiou & 
Melissa Patricia Bautista Ong
03-Jan-15
Deogracias M. Natividad & 
Diana Grace V. Lopez

04-Jan-15
Vincent Uy Tintoc & Jimmyjay 
Go
05-Jan-15
Lenin Ramos Madlangbayan & 
Shanna Zane Casayuran Delos 
Santos
06-Jan-15
Carlo William Evangelista Lim & 
Patricia Kalaw Feria
08-Jan-15
Paolo Katipunan Escalona & 
Pauline Anne Marie Alejandrino 
Martinez
09-Jan-15
Dennis Cristoffer Babista Tagaza 
& Marion Angelle Ordas Rivera
10-Jan-15
Santino Miguel A. Audencial & 
Micaela Nicole Fae A. Tamayo
10-Jan-15
Ian David De Dios Villacrusis & 
Cherlene Sario Libunao
12-Jan-15
Eric Ngo Gipit & Anina Theresa 
G. Domalanta
15-Jan-15
Ricardo Ramos Ong, Jr. & Pearl 
Trisha Marcelo Padilla
17-Jan-15
Ryan March B. Mateo & Mary 
Grace Cindy B. Garces
23-Jan-15
Rio Mark L. Furog & Maria 
Victoria S. Arevalo
23-Jan-15
Michael Martin Nomorosa 
Merchan & Terecy Joyce Pasion 
Chia
24-Jan-15
Clarence Paul Aguilar Canlas & 
April Joy Rogacion Ocampo
30-Jan-15
Paolo Aguila Bautista & Pier 
Christine Bernabe Castor
14-Feb-15
Anthony Bejado & Margaret 
Perez
19-Feb-15
Jose Velmore Vidad & Joanna 
Marie M. Trono
21-Feb-15
Mikael Sy Coyiuto & Jennica 
Grace Santiago Tañeca
01-Mar-15
Eduardo Martin Legasi Chua 
& Vanessa Joan Chua Chan, St. 
Bede Catholic Church, Pyrmont 
NSW Australia
04-Mar-15
Bradlee Zigfrid Cagampan 
Dungo & Elizabeth Dy Castañeda

WEDDING BANNS
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THE POPE VISITS!

Pope Paul VI visited the Philippines in 1970. Pope 
John Paul II visited the Philippines twice - in 1981 and 
in 1995 for World Youth Day. Now for the fourth time 
in our modern era, the Holy Father will be visiting the 
Philippines once again! As many people already know, 
Pope Francis will be visiting here in January - and all 
sorts of people are looking forward to this visit.

In order to increase the blessings and growth that we 
can experience through the visit of Pope Francis, we’ve 
been asked by the Church to prepare ourselves before 
he arrives. Cardinal Tagle writes that, “our excitement 
needs to be purified and strengthened by constantly 
listening to the Word of God, by frequently participating 
in the Eucharist, by sincerely repenting of our sins, 
and by habitually doing acts of justice and love.” Each 
and every one of us needs to prepare ourselves for his 
arrival.

Pope Francis himself, through his visit, hopes that 
the focus would not be on his own person, but on the 
suffering and struggles of the poor and the marginalized 
in the Philippines, specifically those who were affected 
by typhoon Yolanda one year ago. Despite all the 
growth that the Philippines has experienced many 
people continue to suffer. If we are to truly develop 
as a nation, we need to become a people of mercy 
and compassion. Pope Francis has shown us a great 
example already. He is constantly in the news about 
the many things that he does to seek out and touch 
the suffering of the poor. Just recently, they reported 
that he is installing showers in the Vatican for homeless 
people. As beautiful as this all is, we can fall into the trap 
of admiring Pope Francis, without seeking conversion 
and change in ourselves. This is one of Pope Francis’ 
hopes for the visit - that we don’t just admire but also 
act! That we become people of mercy and compassion 
in both word and deed.
So, again we would like to invite everyone to attend our 
Advent recollections - both to prepare for the coming 
of Christ this Christmas and for the coming of the Holy 
Father next year. They will be on two consecutive 
Saturdays - on December 6 from 10am to 12nn and on 
December 13 from 10am to 12nn. Both our speakers 
will speak on our theme for the visit - “Mercy and 
Compassion.” It is a beautiful opportunity to step back 
from the bustle of Christmas and remind ourselves of 
what we need to focus on this season.

By Javier Luis Gomez
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LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

MAKATI CITY



ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING
2014

An ecumenical thanksgiving service and dinner was 
celebrated November 23 at the Holy Trinity Church, 
Mckinley Road., Forbes Park.  The event was sponsored by 
Santuario de San Antonio Church, Union Church of Manila 
and the Episcopal Church of the Holy Trinity.  Officiants of the 
thanksgiving service were Pastor Charlie Pridmore, Fr. Reu 
Jose C. Galoy, OFM  – represented by Fr. Efren Jimenez, 
OFM – and the Rt. Rev. Dixie Taclobao.  The readers were: 
Old Testament – Lance Masters; New Testament – Rebecca 
Oxley ; Gospel – HE Ambassador Akinyemi Farounbi.  The 
address was given by Pastor Steve Ruetschle.  Music 
was provided by the joint choirs of the Union Church of 
Manila; Santuario de San Antonio and Holy Trinity Church, 
with choir directors Eudenice Palaruan, Bob Grant and 
Domino Marcos.  The guest choir – The Singing Christians 
under choir director Domino Marcos -gave an inspiring 
performance.  Organist Ricky Salazar accompanied the 
choirs in their beautiful songs.

Special guests were HE Ambassador Philip Goldberg, 
Ambassador of the United States of America; HE Ambassador 
Asif Ahmad, Ambassador of the United Kingdom; and Ms. 
Tshireletso Ku, Charge d’Affaires Embassy of South Africa.

An offering of thanksgiving from Leviticus 7:11-15 and its 
importance  was the theme of the worship service.  Pastor 
Steve in his sermon gave ways on how to give thanks offering: 
(1) Give multiple thanks. (2) Give thanks even for the sour 
things of life. (3) Giving thanks is lifting it up to God. (4) Give 
thanks for the atoning sacrifice – Jesus. (5) Give thanks 
every day.  Concrete ways to practice thanksgiving such as 
saying thanks at every meal, keeping a thanksgiving journal, 
saying thank you in the morning upon waking up were a few 
of the practical suggestions given by Pastor Steve.

A traditional thanksgiving dinner of  turkey with stuffing, and 
cranberry, mixed vegetables, candied yams, pumpkin and 
apple pies with Caesars salad was served to the guests 
after the service.

(L-R) Jayme Blanco; Pastor Steve; HE Ambassador Philip Goldberg, 
Ambassador of the United States of America; Fr. Reu; Fr. Efren; Tina 
Teehankee and Edmund Lim.

The PPC Team with Fr. Reu.

Crissy Castillo and Karen Blanco with HE Ambassador Philip Goldberg, 
Ambassador of  the United States of America.

Babing Abella and Cocoy Laurel of the SSAP choir

Santuario de San Antonio Choir
Check out our website www.ssaparish.com to see more pictures of 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving 2014.


