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Happy New Year 2015

Saddle Up for Christmas
By Sabrina Soriano

turn to page 2

 The day dawned bright and sunny 
Wednesday, last December 10, after 
2 days of inclement weather due 
to typhoon Ruby. It seemed that 
our prayers had been answered as 
that was the day the Zonta Club of 
Alabang had scheduled “Saddle Up,” 
their Christmas outreach event with 
the PGH Pediatric Ward and Cancer 
Institute patients/students. 

 The children and parents had 
excitedly been awaiting this event 
for weeks, an activity that was very 

See more pictures of Saddle Up for Christmas at our website www.ssaparish.com



 According to the Gospel of Luke and 
the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus was born 
during the reign of King of Judea, Herod 
the Great who reigned from 37 to 4 B.C.
  
 Matthew tells that after Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem, “wise men from 
the East (known as the Magi) came to 
Jerusalem” where they visited Herod the 
new King of Israel.  They were searching 
for the one “who has been born King of 
the Jews”  (Mt. 2:1-2).  Greatly troubled 
and fearful of any rival to his throne, 
Herod sought to find out where this 
Jesus was in order to eliminate him.

 He started by asking all the chief 
priests and his scribes where the birth 
might have taken place.  They quoted 
him what the prophet Micah had foretold: 
a new ruler of Israel would come out of 
“You, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are 
little to be among the clans of Judah.”  
(Mic. 5:2)

 Having now an idea of where, he 
started to find out when to calculate 
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RANDOM    THOUGHTS
Voices from yesterday and today…

By: Peachy Maramba

THE HOLY INNOCENTS:  FIRST 
CHRISTIAN MARTYRS

December 28

from  font page

different for them. Instead of the usual 
field trips to the zoo, museums, and 
amusement parks, they would be given 
an opportunity to interact with horses! 
With a sense of anticipation, they all 
came early to PGH, where they were 
picked up by a bus provided by Zonta, 
to be brought to Manila Polo Club for the 
main event of the morning. 

 The 25 children were divided into 3 
groups so they could take turns with 
the 3 different activities prepared for 
them. This also allowed the Zonta 
members and Manila Polo Club riders 
and members to better interact with 
the children. Each group was excited 
as they were given the chance to 
groom and feed, ride, and even paint 
the horses. The children enjoyed it so 
much, some of them were even asking 
their mommies if they could bring home 
the horses!  

 And that was not all that they had 
prepared. The Zonta members and 
Manila Polo Club riders and members 
also bought gifts specifically for each 
child. The kids were very excited as they 
opened the special gifts that they were 
given. They were given well thought of 
gifts - dolls, dresses they could wear for 
Christmas, rainbow loom set, Disney 
Princess book, etc. 

 Thank you to the Zonta Club of 
Alabang, headed by President Michelle 
Yu, for this outreach activity. Big thanks 
also to Mia Virata, Chairman of the 
Saddle Up Committee (who is a member 
of both Zonta and Manila Polo Club 
and is the riding instructor as well) who 
thought of this event, and to Tintin San 
Juan, Co-Chairman (who is a member 
of both Zonta and the Single Young 

Adults of Santuario de San Antonio) for 
thinking of the PGH patients/students 
for this. The children and the parents will 
forever treasure this experience.

the infant’s approximate age.  Herod 
then secretly summoned the Magi or 
wise men and questioned them when it 
was that the star that guided them first 
appeared.  Having ascertained what he 
wanted to know he bade them on their 
way after requesting them to come back 
and tell him (after presenting their gifts) 
when they found the child Jesus.  “When 
you have found him bring me a word 
that I too may go and do him homage.

 However since the three kings or wise 
men had been forewarned in a dream 
not to return to Herod they departed 
for home by another way, taking great 
pains to avoid him.

 Realizing that he had been outwitted 
by the Magi, Herod, in a furious attempt 
to get rid of his rival claimant, ordered 
the massacre of all male children “two 
years old and under” in Bethlehem and 
its environs.

 Since they shed their blood for Christ 
the early Church regarded these little 
ones as the first martyrs.  The early 
Fathers of the Church too like Sts. 
Augustine and Irenaeus gave these 
innocent victims the title of Martyrs 
because they bore witness to the 
Messiah not by words but by their death.
Because they “triumphed over the 
world and won their crowns without 
experiencing the evils of the world and 
the devil,” they were regarded as Holy 

turn to page 3
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The ABC’s of Catholic 
Doctrine

by Lianne Tiu

turn to page 4

Random Thoughts...from page 2
Innocents.  And their wholesale killing 
by Herod, a power-mad egomaniac 
became known as the Massacre of the 
Innocents.

 But fortunately, Jesus escaped the 
massacre because Joseph had been 
earlier warned in a dream so had fled 
with Mary and her child to Egypt.

 It is not certain when the Feast of 
the Holy Innocents was first kept as a 
saint’s day.  They are venerated by the 
Church as martyrs because they died 
not only for Christ but also instead of 
Christ.  However because the children 
are considered to have been the first 
who gave their lives for Jesus, their feast 
day is placed near Christmas.  In fact 
at first it seems to have been absorbed 
into the celebration of the Epiphany.  By 
the 5th century it was already kept as a 
separate festival.

 Western churches such as Roman 
Catholic and Anglican churches 
celebrate the feast on December 28.

 However Eastern churches honor the 
martyrs liturgically as the Holy Children, 
their feast being held on various dates.  
The Greek Church celebrates it on 
December 29.

 In England, this Christian feast day is 
better known as Childermas.

 There are many other customs – 
some of it strange, associated with the 
feast.  In Rome it was a day of fasting 
and mourning.  In medieval England, 
to remind the children that it was a 
mournful day they were whipped in bed 
on the morning of Innocents Day.  This 
practice was discontinued after the 17th 
century.

 Today the feast day is still observed 
as a day of merry making for children 
in Roman Catholic countries and 
particularly as an occasion for practical 
joking.  This happens in the Philippines 
so beware!

 The Holy Innocents are honored as 
the patron saint of choir boys.

SOURCES of REFERENCE: Butler’s Lives of the 
Saints – Vol. IV  pp. 626 – 627; The Book of Saints 
– p. 321; The Watkins Dictionary of Saints – pp. 114 
– 115; and others.

Herod was a man of such great barbarity committing 
crimes so shocking and horrific that his Massacre 
of the Innocents was considered mild for him. Read 
more on the Holy Innocents in our website www.
ssaparish.com

 When our Lady appeared at Fatima, 
she told Blessed Jacinta that certain 
fashions would be introduced that will 
offend Our Lord very much. She also 
said that more souls go to hell for sins 
of the flesh than for any other reason.   

 Nowadays, we see men and 
women in skimpy bathing suits, and 
very tight jeans, or women in mini-
skirts, short shorts, tube tops, low-
necked tops, and sports bra (without 
a shirt). Many of us have lost the 
sense of modesty.  Many of us can be 
naked and not feel ashamed. Wearing 
sexually provocative clothing –even 
if unintentionally- makes others look 
at us as objects of lust instead of 
persons. It can even lead to the loss of 
our souls. It is a sin against modesty, 
venial or mortal, depending on our 
intention, the degree to which the 
immodesty excites sexual stirrings, 
and the amount of scandal that it may 
cause.

 With today’s indecent, demeaning 
fashion, we cannot remain passive, 
knowing that they are offensive to 
God, sinful, scandalous, occasions of 
sin, and a lack of regard for our bodies 
as “temples of the Holy Spirit.” We 
have to start with ourselves. Although 
not easy, we try to change to a more 
modest way of dressing. We show 
the world that dressing modestly 
does not mean that we have to look 
drab, unfashionable, and unattractive. 
Parents try to make sure that their 
little darlings dress decently even 
at an early age. Emails can be sent 
to stores to request for more decent 
clothes for customers. Women should 
be educated that man’s sexual desires 
normally are much more easily 
aroused than a woman’s… We have 
to drown evil in an abundance of good.

 There was a young female celebrity 

 We celebrated the liturgical feast of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary on January 
1st, which is the Octave of Christmas.  
Only Christmas and Easter enjoy 
the privilege of an octave, which is 
an eight-day extension of the feast.  
The honoring of Mary as the Mother 
of God can be traced back to the 
Council of Ephesus in 431.  By the 7th 
century, January 1st was observed 
as a celebration of the Maternity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.  In the 13th 

who attended a birthday party. She 
was wearing a very low V-neckline, 
which was exposing half of her breasts. 
When she noticed that everyone in 
the party were decently dressed, she 
disappeared. Later, she reappeared, 
but this time, she added a flesh-color 
tube to her dress to cover her chest. 
This is how it should be: that we make 
immodest people feel uncomfortable 
and ashamed.

 The Church is counting on us to 
influence fashion and its environment. 
It is counting on us, with the help of 
Our Lady and the saints, to change 
fashion so that all men and women 
will be clothed with modesty, grace, 
and dignity.
 
(Reference: “Dressing with Dignity” by Colleen 
Hammond; “A Modesty Proposal” by Rev. T.G. 
Morrow; My Catholic Source.com “Modest/
Immodest Dress”; “Guide to Christian Living” 
by Fr. Marciano Guzman)

A Return to Dignified 
Fashion:

The Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God –

January 1
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December 28
HOLY FAMILY

December 29
Thomas Becket, bishop and martyr
Thomas Becket was born in London in 1118.  
A cleric of the diocese of Canterbury, he 
first became chancellor to the king and then 
in 1162 was chosen bishop.  His tireless 
defense of the rights of the Church against 
Henry II prompted the king to exile Becket 
to France for six years.  After returning o his 
homeland, he endured many trials and in 
1170 was murdered by agents of the king.

December 31
Sylvester I, pope
Sylvester was ordained bishop of Rome in 
314.  He ruled the Church during the reign of 
Constantine the Great when the Arian heresy 
and the Donatist schism had provoked great 
discord.  He died in 335 and is buried in the 
cemetery of Priscilla on the Salarian Way.

2015

January 1
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

January 2
Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, 
bishops and doctors
Basil was born of a Christian family 
at Caesarea in Cappadocia in 330.  
Conspicuous for his learning and virtue, for a 
time he led the life of a hermit but in 370 was 
made bishop of Caesarea.  He fought against 
the Arians and wrote many admirable works, 
especially his monastic rule which many 
Eastern monks still follow.  St. Basil died on 

January 1, 379.
Gregory Nazianzen was also born in 330.  
Traveling as a youth in the pursuit of learning, 
he first joined his friend Basil as a hermit 
and was later ordained priest and bishop.  
In the year 381 he was elected bishop 
of Constantinople; however, because of 
factions dividing the Church, he returned to 
Nazianzen where he died on January 25, 389 
or 390.  He was called Theologus because of 
his outstanding teaching and eloquence.

January 4
Elizabeth Ann Seton
St. Elizabeth was born on August 28, 1774, 
of a wealthy and distinguished Episcopalian 
family.  She was baptized in the Episcopal faith 
and was a faithful adherent of the Episcopal 
Church until her conversion to Catholicism.  
In 1794, Elizabeth married William Seton 
and they reared five children amid suffering 
and sickness.  Elizabeth and her sick 
husband traveled to Leghorn, Italy, and 
there William died.  While in Italy, Elizabeth 
became acquainted with Catholicism and 
in 1805 she made her profession of faith in 
the Catholic Church.  She established her 
first Catholic school in Baltimore in 1808; in 
1809 she established a religious community 
in Emmitsburg, Maryland.  After seeing 
the expansion of her small community of 
teaching sisters to New York and as far as 
St. Louis, she died on January 4, 1821 and 
was declared a saint by Pope Paul VI on 
September 14, 1975.

Reference: Christian Prayer: The Liturgy of the 
Hours.  Published and distributed by Paulines 
Publishing House, Daughters of St. Paul, 2650 
F.B. Harrison St., 1300 Pasay City, Phil. 13th 
printing 2010.  ISBN 971-590-357-6.

CALENDAR OF SAINTS FOR THE WEEK

WEDDING BANNS

The Solemnity...from  page 3

23-Dec-14
Armando Casibang & Ma. Barbara 
Tarrosa
27-Dec-14
Francesco C. Britanico & Joanne 
Marie C. Gotianun, St. Jerome 
Emiliani  St. Susana Parish, Ayala 
Alabang Muntinlupa
28-Dec-14
Jordan Nerizon Diola & Katherine 
Ignacio Buhain
28-Dec-14
Arturo L. Lazaro Jr & Maria Carla 
V. Datu
29-Dec-14
Syfeuang Maokhamphiou & 
Melissa Patricia Bautista Ong
03-Jan-15
Deogracias M. Natividad & Diana 
Grace V. Lopez
03-Jan-15
Barry Stewart Tay Hui & Noelle 
Jugo Nañagas
03-Jan-15
Nicholas Ryan Hansen & 
Geraldine Moscoso Del Rosario

04-Jan-15
Vincent Edward Uy Tintoc & 
Jimmy J  Luansing Go IV
05-Jan-15
Adelio A. Amar & Marietta M. 
Garay
06-Jan-15
Carlo William Evangelista Lim & 
Patricia Kalaw Feria
09-Jan-15
Dennis Cristoffer Babista Tagaza 
& Marion Angelle Ordas Rivera
10-Jan-15
Ian David De Dios Villacrusis & 
Cherlene Sario Libunao
11-Jan-15
Jaime Joseph Trinidad & 
Stephanie Shaw
12-Jan
Eric Ngo Gipit & Anina Theresa 
G. Domalanta
12-Jan-15
Anthony T. Morris & Maria 
Elena R. Lopez, The Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral of Cubao, 
40 Lantana St. Cubao, Quezon 
City

15-Jan-15
Joseph J. Yu & Regina Marie L. 
Alcasid, Our Lady of All Nations 
Parish, Brgy Payapa Ilaya, 
Lemery, Batangas
17-Jan-15
Ryan March B. Mateo & Mary 
Grace Cindy B. Garces
17-Jan-15
Bon Kimber Tee Syiaco & 
Kimberly Ann Lao Chupeco
18-Jan-15
Jan Erwin Manalo Veloso & Ma. 
Christina Gay Macasieb Dantes
23-Jan-15
Rio Mark L. Furog & Maria 
Victoria S. Arevalo
23-Jan-15
Michael Martin Nomorosa 
Merchan & Terecy Joyce Pasion 
Chia
24-Jan-15
Clarence Paul Aguilar Canlas & 
April Joy Rogacion Ocampo

24-Jan-15
Jose Emmanuel Ernesto B. Sibal 
& Ma. Cristina Louise C. Cuerva, 
Prelature Shrine of Saint Joseph, 
Brgy. Poblacion Polillo, Quezon
25-Jan-15
Daniel Mora Viernes & Sharmaine 
Chesna Wu Tan
26-Jan
Jose Carlo Guzman Enriquez & 
Shein Pailan
30-Jan-15
Paolo Aguila Bautista & Pier 
Christine Bernabe Castor
30-Jan-15
Peter Michael G. Dizon & Joanna 
P. Orbe
31-Jan-15
Guillen John Cubacub & Marie 
Therese Huervas Buensuceso
07-Feb-15
Jose Francis Raymund V. 
Pantangco & Cheryl Anne Tan 
Que

07-Feb-15
Julius Ferdinand Maramag & 
Elena Lois Lantano Bautista
14-Feb-15
Anthony Bejado & Margaret Perez 

14-Feb-15
Aaron Narciso Vitug & Ma. Ana 
Patricia G. Benitez
21-Feb-15
Mikael Sy Coyiuto & Jennica 
Grace Santiago Tañeca
01-Mar-15
Eduardo Martin Legasi Chua & 
Vanessa Joan Chua Chan, St. Bede 
Catholic Church, Pyrmont NSW 
Australia
14-Mar-15
Bradlee Zigfrid Cagampan Dungo 
& Elizabeth Dy Castañeda
19-Apr-15
Bon Kimber Tee Syiaco & 
Kimberly Ann Lao Chupeco

century, the Feast of the Circumcision 
of Christ had come to replace the 
feast honoring Mary; however in 
1751, after a push in Portugal for an 
official feast day celebrating Mary’s 
divine maternity, Pope Benedict XIV 
allowed Portugal’s churches to devote 
a feast to Mary on the first Sunday in 
May.  Eventually, the feast extended 
to other countries, and in 1914 began 
to be observed on October 11.  In 
1931, Pope Pius XI extended the 
feast to the entire church, and in 1974, 
Pope Paul VI removed the feast of 
the Circumcision of Christ from the 
liturgical calendar and replaced it with 
the feast of the “Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God,” bringing Mary’s feast 
day back to the first day of the year.

 The feast is a celebration of 
Mary’s motherhood of Jesus.  The 
title “Mother of God” is a western 
derivation from the Greek Theotokos, 
which means “God-bearer.”  On this 
day, we are reminded of the role that 
the Blessed Virgin played in the plan 
of our salvation.  Through the Holy 
Spirit, God the Father prepared Mary 
to be the dwelling place where His 
Son and His Spirit could dwell among 
men.  Christ’s birth was made possible 
by Mary’s fiat, or sanctioning of God’s 
plan with her words, “Be it done to me 
according to thy word.” Calling Mary 
“Mother of God” is the highest honor 
we can give to her.  Just as Christmas 
honors Jesus as the “Prince of Peace,” 
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
honors Mary as the “Queen of Peace.” 
New Year’s Day is also designated 
as the “World Day of Peace,” further 
acknowledging the role of Mary in our 
hearts and in our world. 
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28-Dec-14
Carmen Lim
Javier V. Arenas
Cindy Briones
William Thio
Alfonso Infante

29-Dec-14
Maridad Tankiang
Christie Dragon
Lialiane Kahn

30-Dec-14
Adela Gatlin
Jay Dizon
Popo Go
Tina delos Reyes
Jayvee Bautista

31-Dec-14
Mary Gomez
Antonio Garcia Jr
Tina Galicia

01-Jan-15
Cynthia Ching
Angela Gomez
Nila Magsajo

02-Jan-15
Bernie Huang
Francis A. Tankiang
Ana Roces de Lange
Ramon San Jose III
Bing Villasor
Bea Mabanta
Cora Tupaz
Luli Delgado
Victoria Tuason

03-Jan-15
Michael Anthony Sare

For corrections and 
additions to this list, 
contact  Susan at the 
parish office.

Meldy Cojuangco
Connie Gomez
Marilou Arteficio
Ma. Pilar Oledan
Iggy Clavecilla
Cecille Reynoso
Maxima ‘Amah’ Sy
Aurora Gonzalez
Tommy Dy Buncio
Naning Bagabaldo
Remedios Maceda Berris
Cedric Castro
Anselmo Trinidad Jr.
Pilar del Gallego
Nena Jalandoni
Rosario Lopez
Victoriano Chung
Erlinda Miranda-Oledan
Zwei Lopez Gadi
Shallouh Bancil 
Swinnerton
Tony Boy Floirendo Jr.
Francisco Tankiang
Cynthia Arms
Felicisimo Alcantara

Rosario de Leon Tobias
David B. Lu
Gloria Syjuco
Raffy Chan
Edric Co
Peter Soo
Chito San Jose
Ron Jacobs
Nancy Imperial
Johnny Lopez
Lisa Alvendia
Letty Ligon
Norma J. Carlos
Sony Lopez Gonzalez
Corazon M. Samaniego
Shaina Budhrani
Gia Gonzalez
Daniel Lao
Orlando Bernardo

If you want a name 
added or deleted, contact 
Bernadette at the Parish 
office tel. nos. 8438830-32. 

Schedule of Masses for New Year’s Eve and Day 
December 31st and January 1st 

Solemnity of the Holy Mother of God 
DATE/DAY PRIEST 

PRESIDER CHOIR/Song leader LECTOR COMMENTATOR 

Dec 31th 
8pm 

Fr Rey Canto Cinqo RELLIE LIWAG 
  

BETH FAUSTINO 
  

Dec 31th 
10pm 

Fr Robert 
Manansala 

Canto Cinqo MELON SILVERIO 
  

DEE CHAN 
  

          
Jan 1st         

7:45am Fr Tasang Minguita Lopez/Imelda 
Capulong 

ANGELI ONG 
  

DEE CHAN 
  

9:00am Fr Serge Vocalismo Choral Group CLARISSE GOMEZ 
  

MONETTE GOMEZ 
  

10:30am Fr EJ Millete Zamora ZARI POE 
  

THERESE NECIO 
  

12pm Fr Jesus Andro Lesaca/Jerry Fulido TONI GARCIA 
  

MERCY CEDO 
  

4:30pm Fr Reu Xandro Castineda/ Mary 
Anne Baclao 

JONA CRUZ 
  

CRISSY CASTILLO 
  

6:00pm Fr Laurian Lulu Castineda/ Mary 
Anne Baclao 

JUN ALVENDIA 
  

JAJA LEDESMA 
  

Urdaneta         
Dec 31st10pm Fr EJ Urda Village Choir     

          
Polo Club         

Dec 24th 8pm Fr Tasang Choir     
          

Pacific         
Dec 24th 5pm Fr Tasang Choir     

          
Ritz         

Dec 24th 6pm Fr Reu Choir     
 

Our Lady of Lourdes
February 11th

 The Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes 
in southern France is the most 
visited pilgrimage site in the world -- 
principally because of the apparent 
healing properties of the waters of 
the spring that appeared during the 
apparitions of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary to a poor, fourteen-year-old girl, 
Bernadette Soubiroux.

 The first apparition occurred 
February 11, 1858. There were 
eighteen in all; the last took place 
July 16, of the same year. Bernadette 
often fell into an ecstasy during 
these apparitions, as was witnessed 
by the hundreds who attended the 
later visions, though no one except 
Bernadette ever saw or heard the 
apparition.

 The mysterious vision Bernadette 
saw in the hollow of the rock 
Massabielle, where she and friends 
had gone to gather firewood, was that 
of a young and beautiful lady. “Lovelier 
than I have ever seen,” said the child. 

Our Lady of Lourdes is represented at our 
parish with two images – one at her own 
grotto beside the Adoration or Porziuncula 
chapel, and another inside the main 
church right beside the baptistry. Below is 
an article that explains the origin of one of 
our most beloved images of Our Lady.

Traditional prayer card, unknown artist
“ I am the Immaculate Conception”

BIRTHDAYS Please Pray for the Sick

turn to page 6
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Our Lady of Lourdes...from page 5

She described the Lady as clothed in 
white, with a blue ribbon sash and a 
Rosary hanging from her right arm. 
Now and then the apparition spoke to 
Bernadette.

 One day, the Lady told the girl to 
drink of a mysterious fountain within 
the grotto itself, the existence of which 
was unknown, and of which there was 
no sign. But Bernadette scratched at 
the ground, and a spring immediately 
bubbled up and soon gushed forth. 
On another occasion the apparition 
bade Bernadette go and tell the 
priests she wished a chapel to be 
built on the spot and processions 
to be made to the grotto. At first the 
clergy were incredulous. The priest 
said he would not believe it unless the 
apparition gave Bernadette her name. 
After another apparition, Bernadette 
reported that the Lady told her, “I am 
the Immaculate Conception.” Though 
the girl was unfamiliar with the term, 
the Pope had declared the doctrine 
of the immaculate conception of the 
Virgin Mary in 1854.

 Four years after Bernadette’s 
visions, in 1862, the bishop of 
the diocese declared the faithful 
“justified in believing the reality of the 
apparition” of Our Lady. A basilica 
was built upon the rock of Massabielle 
by M. Peyramale, the parish priest. 
In 1873 the great “national” French 
pilgrimages were inaugurated. 
Three years later the basilica was 
consecrated and the statue solemnly 
crowned. In 1883 the foundation 
stone of another church was laid, as 
the first was no longer large enough. 
It was built at the foot of the basilica 
and was consecrated in 1901 and 
called the Church of the Rosary. 
Pope Leo XIII authorized a special 
office and a Mass, in commemoration 
of the apparition, and in 1907 Pius 
X extended the observance of this 
feast to the entire Church; it is now 
observed on February 11.

(Various sources; principal source - Catholic 
Encyclopedia - 1913 edition)

Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help

June 27th

History: Also known as Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succor

The picture of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Succor is painted on wood, with 
background of gold. It is Byzantine in 
style and is supposed to have been 
painted in the thirteenth century. It 
represents the Mother of God holding 
the Divine Child while the Archangels 
Michael and Gabriel present before 
Him the instruments of His Passion. 
Over the figures in the picture are 
some Greek letters, which form the 
abbreviated words Mother of God, 
Jesus Christ, Archangel Michael, and 
Archangel Gabriel respectively. It was 
brought to Rome toward the end of the 
fifteenth century by a pious merchant, 
who, dying there, ordered by his will 
that the picture should be exposed in 
a church for public veneration. It was 
exposed in the church of San Matteo, 
Via Merulana, between St. Mary Major 
and St. John Lateran. Crowds flocked 
to this church, and for nearly three 
hundred years many graces were 
obtained through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin. The picture was 
then popularly called the Madonna di 
San Matteo. The church was served for 
a time by the Hermits of St. Augustine, 
who had sheltered their Irish brethren 
in their distress. These Augustinians 
were still in charge when the French 
invaded Rome (1812) and destroyed 
the church. The picture disappeared; 
it remained hidden and neglected 
for over forty years, but a series of 
providential circumstances between 

1863 and 1865 led to its discovery in 
an oratory of the Augustinian Fathers 
at Santa Maria in Posterula.

 The pope, Pius IX, who as a boy 
had prayed before the picture in 
San Matteo, became interested in 
the discovery and in a letter dated 
December 11, 1865 to Father General 
Mauron, C.SS.R., ordered that Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succor should 
be again publicly venerated in Via 
Merulana, and this time at the new 
church of St. Alphonsus. The ruins 
of San Matteo were in the grounds of 
the Redemptorist Convent. This was 
but the first favor of the Holy Father 
towards the picture. He approved of 
the solemn translation of the picture 
(April 26, 1866), and its coronation by 
the Vatican Chapter (June 23, 1867). 
He fixed the feast as duplex secundae 
classis, on the Sunday before the 
Feast of the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist, and by a decree dated May 
1876, approved of a special office and 
Mass for the Congregation of the Most 
Holy Redeemer. This favor later on 
was also granted to others. Learning 
that the devotion to Our Lady under 
this title had spread far and wide, Pius 
IX raised a confraternity of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Succor and St. Alphonsus, 
which had been erected in Rome, 
to the rank of an arch-confraternity 
and enriched it with many privileges 
and indulgences. He was amongst 
the first to visit the picture in its new 
home, and his name is the first in the 
register of the arch-confraternity. Two 
thousand three hundred facsimiles of 
the Holy Picture have been sent from 
St. Alphonsus’ church in Rome to 
every part of the world. At the present 
day not only altars, but churches and 
dioceses (e.g. in England, Leeds and 
Middlesborough; in the United States, 
Savannah) are dedicated to Our Lady 
of Perpetual Succor. In some places, 
as in the United States, the title has 
been translated Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help.

- Principal source - Catholic Encyclopedia - 
1913 edition

The Novena to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help is recited in the 
Main Church on Wednesdays at 
8:00am,12:00nn and 5:30pm.
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They say Christmas is for children. Indeed kids who attended last Sunday’s 10:30 am mass were given a 
double treat. Our new Franciscan priest Fr. Laurian Janicki, blessed the children at the beginning of the 
mass after which they exited the main church to attend their Christmas party and last Magnifikids Sunday 
liturgy class for the year. Our youngsters were taught a class on “the Nativity,” played parlor games, won 
prizes and ate yummy snacks. It was such a delight to see these young kids learn about the coming of 
Jesus this advent season as they pray, sing, have fun and meet new friends in church. Magnifikids Sunday 
liturgy class sponsored by the Family Life Ministry discusses the Sunday readings and gospel through 
prayers, songs and art activities for children ages 4-7 years old. Classes will resume on 11 January 2015. 
For registration or more details please inquire at the parish office. 

By Karen Blanco


