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Rev. Fr. Jose Francisco Syquia Celebrates 15 Years of Priesthood
By Letty C. Syquia

Recently, Fr. Jose Francisco “Jocis” Syquia celebrated 
his 15th year as a priest together with family and friends.  
Co-celebrating and thanking God for their own gift of 
priesthood were about 30 brother-priests.
 Fr. Jocis grew up in our parish, and as a young boy, 
romped around and played in our park.  Together with his 
parents and 4 brothers, they regularly attended mass at 
our Santuario de San Antonio parish church.  He is our 
first parishioner to be ordained into the priesthood.   It 
was also in our church that Fr. Jocis said his first mass 15 
years ago.
 In his homily during his celebratory mass, Fr. Jocis 
shared that in spite of the privileges he enjoyed in his 
younger years as well as the many escapades with his 
brothers and the many attractions of the world around 
him, it was the spiritual and vibrant environment of 
our parish that also helped in a way revive his almost 
forgotten childhood dream of becoming a priest.  He 

said that at a certain point, entering the priesthood was 
not within his conscious mind because he was already 
considering getting married in three years’ time.  But 
when God called, his call was much stronger.  Never in 
his early dreams did he see himself standing in the same 
pulpit, where he sat in the back seat he used to occupy 
with the family.  He listened with attention to the priests 
delivering their homilies.  His late father Ambassador 
Enrique Syquia would look at all of them to see who was 
not standing up for communion and then he would point 
his finger as if to ask why?  To avoid being pointed at, he 
and his brothers would go to confession the day before 
and this habit helped them get closer to God.  
 Fr. Jocis also thanked our parish community for 
making him experience God’s love in our priests and in 
the activities they planned for the young.  He thanked 
his parents and brothers for the loving and spiritually 
invigorating family life that he experienced in the home.  He 
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SAINT JUDE - 
Saint of the Impossible

October 28

Do you have a difficult favor to ask of 
a saint? Pray to Saint Jude, “Helper 
of the Hopeless” and patron of lost 
causes or desperate cases. Yet 
ironically he is most obscure in the 
Gospels and little is known about him 
that he is aptly nicknamed St. Jude the 
Obscure. His only rival in obscurity is 
the saint with whom he shares October 
28 as their feast day – and that is the 
apostle St. Simon (who some claim to 
be his brother, others his cousin).
 While it is true that his name appears 
in the lists of Jesus’ apostles in all four 
gospels, it is not known for sure when 
and by what means he became one of 
the original 12 apostles of Christ. We 
therefore assume that like the rest of 
the apostles he received the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost. 
 He is surnamed the Cananean or 
Zelotes in the Holy Scriptures. His 
name is really Judas, unfortunately 
identical with the infamous other Judas 
– Judas Iscariot who betrayed Jesus. 
So to avoid his being mistaken for his 
“treacherous namesake,” the translator 
changed Judas to Jude.
 John’s gospel (14:22) takes great 
pain to make this same distinction 
by explicitly telling us “Judas, not the 
Iscariot.”     Luke on the other hand in 
his gospel (6:16) and Acts (1:13) calls 
him “Jude of James.”  St. Bridget of 
Sweden said that, “in accordance with 
his surname Thaddeaus, he will show 
himself most willing to give help.”
 Jude became a traveling missionary 

A core group of volunteer parishioners underwent a one-day formation seminar 
on September 26, 2015 with top faculty from the Franciscan formation center 
to equip them with the basic knowledge and tools to give Pre-Cana seminars 
to couples scheduled to receive the Sacrament of Matrimony at the Santuario 
de San Antonio Parish.
   Noted Theology professor Dr Jose de Mesa lectured on the Theology of 
Marriage, - charting out how marriage has evolved over the years - from the era 
in which marital relations were regarded as inferior to an ascetic lifestyle - until 
the present day in which Catholic marriage bears the challenge of discipleship 
or being authentic followers of Jesus.
 Canon lawyer Father Eugene Canete outlined the historical perspective 
of marriage in the Catholic Church and discussed the values upheld by the 
Church in marriage, and the possible impediments to or grounds for nullity in a 
valid Sacrament.
   Franciscan professor Rev Andres (Chito) Ranoa, OFM elaborated on the 
marriage rites including the choice of scripture, music, and accoutrements 
to be used at the wedding ceremony. Upon SSAP parish priest, Fr. Reu 
Galoy’s behest, participants were equipped with the necessary knowledge 
and guidelines to be able to conduct Canonical interviews as prerequisite to 
undergoing the Pre-Cana Seminar.
   The Ministry of Family and Life aims to begin offering the seminar to marrying 
couples by November 7, 2015. Engaged couples wishing to attend or married 
couples wishing to teach may call Susan at 843-8830 or text 09164402829.

RANDOM THOUGHTS
Voices from yesterday and today…

By: Peachy Maramba
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SSAP Pre-Cana Seminar is set to begin November 7

BLESSING OF NICHES

NOTICE

On November 2, 2015, Monday, 9:00AM, mass will held at Crypt 3 lobby for your 
dearly departed loved ones interred at Santuario de San Antonio Crypt.  Blessing 
of niches will follow after the mass.
* Please light your candles at designated areas only. 
* Candles are available for sale at the Parish Office.
NOTE:   * The main church will be used if many people will attend the Crypt 3 Mass 
on All Souls’ Day.  
* There is no scheduled First Saturday Mass at Crypt 3, for the month of November.

Fr. Laurian Janecki, OFM is out of town and is unable to write the Sunday Gospel Reflection 
for this week. The Gospel Reflection will resume next week.



A secret for peace
 All of us desire peace – peace in our 
hearts, in our homes, in our country, and 
in the world. What is the secret? It is the 
ROSARY, a weapon of peace. The set of 
beads does not have mystical powers to 
bring positive vibrations for peace and 
tranquility.  Rather, praying the rosary is 
the weapon which will guarantee peace, 
transforming hearts and defeating the 
enemies.
    The Rosary may seem like an 
insignificant thing as compared to the 
magnitude of evil in the world; but it is the 
weapon given to us by Our Lady.  She 
only asks us to cooperate, and she will 
do the rest. It can be compared to David’s 
slingshot which killed the strong enemy 
because the power of God was behind it. 
Thus, when we pray the rosary, we have 
the power of God in our hands. History 
can testify to this: Praying the rosary has 
led to the defeat of Muslim forces in the 
battle of Lepanto in 1571, protection of 
Jesuit priests from the atomic bomb at 
Hiroshima in 1945, freedom of Austria 
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The ABC’s of Catholic 
Doctrine

by Lianne Tiu

Random Thoughts...from page 2

from communist rule in 1955, and defeat 
of our country’s dictatorship in 1986.
     Father Gabriel Amorth, Vatican’s 
chief exorcist, wrote: “The secret that 
makes this prayer so effective is that the 
Rosary is both prayer and meditation. It is 
addressed to the Father, to the Blessed 
Virgin, and to the Holy Trinity, and is a 
meditation centered on Christ.” The world 
needs prayer and meditation. It is in need 
of prayer because people have forgotten 
God. This is why our Lady insists so 
much on prayer. Without God’s help, 
Satan wins. The world is also in need of 
meditation because if Christian truths are 
forgotten, souls become void. This void 
is seized by the enemy, who fills it with 
lies. The most obvious danger for our 
society today is the downfall of the family. 
Little time is spent together; and even 
when the family is together, its members 
don’t speak because the television and 
computer speak. Families do not recite 
the rosary together. Pope Pius XII said, 
“If you pray the Rosary together, you will 
experience peace in your families; you 
will get on together.” Fr. Patrick Peyton, 
known as “The Rosary Priest,” said, “The 
family that prays together, stays together.” 
     October, the month of the rosary, 
provides an excellent opportunity for us 
to grow in this devotion. We can count 
on our Lady’s motherly intercession to 
receive from God the peace that we ask 
for. In her apparitions, Mary repeatedly 
asked for the daily rosary, and even 
identifying herself as “The Lady of the 
Rosary” in Fatima. We want peace; and 
she has given us the secret. Let us listen 
to her.
 
(Reference: “Echo of Mary, Queen of Peace” 
March-April 2003 issue by Father Gabriel 
Amorth; Famous rosary miracles; http://www.
rosary-center.org/ “The Fatima Message”)

after Christ’s resurrection spreading 
the gospel not only throughout 
Palestine but even going beyond to the 
Jews of the Diaspora. 
 Jude became known as the patron of 
desperate cases because this humble 
and obscure apostle had great unused 
efficacious powers of intercession that 
had been stored up. Mitch Finely in 
his book Heavenly Helpers tells the 
stories of 67 impossible cases that St. 
Jude helped solve. They’re almost all 
miraculous.
  While Jude was not born in America, 
the devotion to him spread widely in 
America through Father James Tort, 
a member of the Claretian Order, who 
built a shrine in his honor in Chicago, 
Illinois. The late Danny Thomas 
almost gave up his attempts to be an 
entertainer as he was jobless and his 
wife was about to deliver their first 
child. Danny promised St. Jude that he 
would build him a shrine.  Soon after 
he had his big success and attributed 
it to his prayers to St. Jude. Later 
he founded in Memphis, Tennessee 
the world-famous St. Jude Children 
Research Hospital. 
 Prayers to St. Jude are usually in 
the form of novenas said nine times in 
a row for nine days. Your request will 
be granted by the eighth day.  If Jude 
answers your prayers you should thank 
him formally for his intercession.  This 
is why you will see in the Classified 
Ads a lot of Thank You’s to St. Jude.  
Usually no name goes with the ad.
 Jude together with Simon converted 
thousands to Christianity in Persia 
(now Iran) in the year 66.  They made 
many enemies and the pagan leaders 
of that region mustered a mob to beat 
them to death with clubs in the city of 
Samir.  This is why Jude is represented 
characteristically carrying a club as the 
supposed instrument of his martyrdom. 
According to the apocryphal Passion 
of Simon and Jude it is said that as the 
mob approached the two martyred old 
men, Jude turned to Simon and said, 
“The Lord is calling us.”
 To the end both saints remained 
obscure saints sharing the same feast 
day.  St. Jude’s relics are to be found at 
St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

SOURCES of REFERENCE: Butler’s Lives 
of the Saints –  pp 213 – 214; The Illustrated 
World Encyclopedia of Saints – p 62; The 
Book of Saints – pp 270 – 271; and others.

St. Jude is often represented carrying an 
image of Christ.  Read more about him at our 
website www.ssaparish.com
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St. Francis...from page 1

highlighted the value of family as the seat bed of vocations 
and in the value of choosing friends well.  The vocation of 
priesthood starts in the home, is nurtured there and grows 
or re-emerges in a praying and caring community.
 Fr. Jocis’ journey these last 15 years since his ordination 
has not been easy but with God’s love and grace he serves 
with fidelity and with obedience to his calling.  Right after 
his ordination, the late Jaime Cardinal Sin rotated him every 
four months in the different parishes in the Archdiocese 
before it was divided.  After 2 years Fr. Jocis was sent to 
Rome for his Masters in Spirituality and graduated Magna 
Cum  Laude.  On his return he was assigned to the San 
Carlos Seminary to teach, and as Head of Studies and 
Director of a new ministry, the Ministry of Exorcism.  
 Initially he encountered many difficulties; from opening 
an office, selecting and training volunteers, to asking priests 
to join him.  He was alone, with one lay volunteer and no 
office wherein to interview those seeking help, and their 
number surprisingly getting bigger and bigger.  Fr. Jocis 
almost lost his life administering to those crying for help 
and here he realized the real and urgent need for a team 
and lay volunteers to assist during sessions of pray-overs.  
When Cardinal Rosales became the Archbishop of Manila, 
he gave them an office and gradually more volunteers 
were trained and more priests started to join.
 Cases arrived from outside Manila and requests for 
talks and seminars on exorcism and deliverance – some 
from abroad – as well as radio and TV interviews could 
not all be accommodated.  There is obviously a thirst 
now for more knowledge on this almost forgotten ministry 

of Jesus.  Recently, seeing the ever increasing calls for 
help, and with the support and encouragement of Cardinal 
Tagle, the CBCP through Archbishop Soc Villegas, advised 
all bishops of the Philippines to appoint exorcists in all 
dioceses all over the Philippines.  The bishops’ response 
was very encouraging.  
 But exorcists must first be formed and trained to 
avoid contaminating the rites with superstitious beliefs 
especially in the provinces, and to train volunteers on how 
to evangelize the liberated person and lead them closer 
again to God.  There are certain follow-ups to be observed 
because the goal of exorcism is not only the liberation 
of the person from his bondage but to remain in loving 
relationship with God.
 A great number have been liberated through this ministry 
and there are many more out there seeking to be helped.  
Many now go to the church for help rather than to occult 
practitioners; but sadly there are still many more being 
deceived.
 The ministry is getting itself ready to open an Institute 
of Exorcism where courses will be offered to train priests 
and lay volunteers alike and where they can assemble at 
least once a year to help each other, discuss cases and to 
remain in touch with each other.
 Our parish continues to pray for Fr. Jocis and the 
Exorcism Ministry where people and places held in 
bondage by the evil one are assisted and liberated and led 
again to a life in Christ.
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Contemplative Outreach Philippines 
Celebrates 

 
25 Years of Silence, Solitude, Service, Solidarity 

with Special Guest 

 
Fr. Carl Arico 

Author of “A Taste of Silence” 
 

Saturday November 7, 2015 
8AM-3PM 

Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center 
 

Talks, Workshops and Recollection 
Nov. 4,5,6,9 and 10, 2015 

 
For inquiries please call (632) 501-5231 
or email us at cop.secretariat@gmail.com 

Contemplative Outreach Philippines 
25th Anniversary Calendar of Events 

 
Nov. 4, 2015 Wednesday  Welcoming Prayer Workshop 
10AM-12NN Open to the Public 
 by Fr. Carl Arico 
1:30PM-4:30PM Venue: Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center  
 Halls 1 & 2, 2nd Floor 
 
Nov. 5, 2015 Thursday Talk on Spirituality of a Servant Leader  
9:30AM-12NN Open to the Public 
 by Fr. Carl Arico 
 Venue: Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center 
 Hall 1, 2nd Floor 
 
Nov. 6, 2015 Friday Talk on Eco Spirituality  
9:30AM-12NN Open to the Public 
 by Fr. Carl Arico 
 Venue: Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center 
 Hall 1, 2nd Floor 
  
Nov. 7, 2015 Saturday MAIN EVENT – COP 25th ANNIVERSARY 
8AM-3PM Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina with 
 Fr. Carl Arico (Open to the Public) 
 Venue: Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center 
 Halls 1 – 3, 2nd Floor 
 
3PM-4PM Contemplative Mass to be celebrated by 
 Cardinal Luis “Chito” Tagle 
 
Nov. 10, 2015 Tuesday Lectio Divina Workshop 
9:30AM-4PM Open to the Public 
 by Fr. Carl Arico 
 Venue: Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center 
 Halls 1 & 2, 2nd Floor 
  
   Contemplative Outreach Philippines

Submitted by Grace Padilla
Contemplative Outreach Phil. (COP) and the Contemplative Ministry of 
SSAP are jointly offering a one-day presentation and workshop on a spiritual 
practice called Welcoming Prayer on Nov. 4, Wed., from 10 AM to 4:30 PM.  
Venue will be the SSAP social hall.
   The Welcoming Prayer is a method of consenting to God’s presence and 
action in our physical and emotional reactions to situations in daily life that 
cause us to be angry, sad, anxious, fearful, etc. It is a practice that keeps 
us rooted in the present moment, letting go of the hurts, concerns of the 
past or the anxieties of the future. The purpose is to deepen our relationship 
with God by allowing Him to dismantle our emotional agendas or programs 
giving rise to distressful emotions that are stored in our bodies.  Consenting 
to grace heals the wounds of a life time.  It contributes to the process of 
transformation in Christ initiated in Centering Prayer.
   The presenter for the Welcoming Prayer practice will be Fr. Carl Arico 
from the U.S. who’s going to be the main speaker at the 25th Founding 
Anniversary of COP from Nov. 4 to Nov. 10 at SSAP social hall.

Meldy Cojuangco
Connie Gomez
Marilou Arteficio
Ma. Pilar Oledan
Iggy Clavecilla
Cecille Reynoso
Maxima ‘Amah’ Sy
Aurora Gonzalez
Tommy Dy Buncio
Naning Bagabaldo
Remedios Maceda Berris
Cedric Castro
Pilar del Gallego
Nena Jalandoni
Victoriano Chung
Erlinda Miranda-Oledan
Zwei Lopez Gadi
Shallouh Bancil Swinnerton
Tony Boy Floirendo Jr.
Francisco Tankiang
Cynthia Arms
Felicisimo Alcantara
Rosario de Leon Tobias
Gloria Syjuco
Raffy Chan

Edric Co
Peter Soo
Chito San Jose
Ron Jacobs
Nancy Imperial
Johnny Lopez
Lisa Alvendia
Letty Ligon
Norma J. Carlos
Sony Lopez Gonzalez
Shaina Budhrani
Gia Gonzalez
Orlando Bernardo
Rolando Sotaso
Cecilio Hidalgo
Victorina Leus
Iya Ocampo
Bernadette Gozali
Guillermo Profeta
Dra. Ofelia Adapon
Soledad T. Consing
David Lu

If you want a name added or 
deleted, contact Bernadette at the 
Parish office tel. nos. 8438830-32. 

Please Pray for the Sick
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WEDDING BANNS
18-Oct-15
Edward Anthony Eustaquio 
& Richelle R. Verzosa

21-Oct-15
Nathaniel G. Tan & Gina de 
Jesus Eusebio

22-Oct-15
Erwin Cirujales Oclarit & 
Felise Isabel Jose Jiao

23-Oct-15
John Yoichi L. Uy & Katrina 
Jane M. Suarez

23-Oct-15
Eulalio Carlo Manabat 
Catoto, Jr & Mary Grace 
Sanchez Gajasan

24-OCT-15
David Joseph A. Consunji & 
Loraine C. Abueg

24-Oct-15
Agustin Peñero Uykim Jr & 
Ruby Gayle Lien Vy

24-Oct-15
David Joseph A. Consunji & 
Loraine C. Abueg

30-Oct-15
John Clarence Tiu & Annlee 
Wimivieve Ngo Tan

31-Oct-15
Oscar B. Tomas II & Mary 
Jane Y. Cagampang

06-Nov-15
Juan Carlos Sabido 
Marcalain & Nina Paula 
Ortiz Amores
07-Nov-15
Jay Robert Ilagan de Roxas 
& Anna Corina Mercado 
dela Cruz 

08-Nov-15
Alvin Ong Ang & Marianne 
Regina Techico Dy

14-Nov-15
Charles Andrew O. Manly & 
Queen Castillo Alandy Dy

15-Nov-15
David Ignacio C. Estacio & 
Bryna Joan M. Guevarra

11-Nov-15
Vincent Joseph Verzosa 
Corpus & Ma. Zairah Jane 
Castelo

14-Nov-15
Robert Vincent Tan Alvarez 
& Ailynn Ann Ong Lim

20-Nov-15
Bryan Sinclair Magno & 
Kristine Alipio Awing

21-Nov-15
Gabriel Ramirez & Diana 
Maria Natalia Domingo 
Pineda

22-Nov-15
Jenard Kenrick King 
Mendoza & Jeanne Pauline 
Lim Go

23-Nov-15
Matthew Aaron Vail & Jade 
Ann Serafin

23-Nov-15
Juan Antonio M. Maningat & 
Ana Patricia K. Cortes

24-Nov-15
Karlo Lorenzo Jamer & 
Marjorie Lo Merle

27-Nov-15
David Joseph P. Dizon & 
Patricia Anne B. Alcantara, 
Nuestra Señora de Gracia 
Parish, 7440 Bernardino 
St. Brgy Guadalupe Viejo, 
Makati City

28-Nov-15
Andrew P. Agunod Jr & 
Margarita Christina M. Ruiz

30-Nov-15
Jose Ong Dyhianto Jr & 
Maria Anjelyn V. Jocson

30-Nov-15
Rembrant Cortez Tolentino 
& Justine Felice Calalang 
Santos

03-Dec-15
Watson Chua Nacague & 
Erica Therese Bassi Herrera

05-Dec-15
Luceño Carlo Nebriaga 
Labayen & Nina Diorella 
Kallos Ifurong

06-Dec-15
Mark Anthony M. Tsai & 
Justine Nathalie C. Ng

10-Dec-15
Juan Paolo Tumacder & 
Margaret Ann C. Bacani

11-Dec-15
Raymund Earl Los Baños 
Blanco & Ivy Kristine 
Molo Yap

12-Dec-15
Erick Christian Pineda David 
& Marchellie Ocampo Balay

12-Dec-15
Brent Chua Estrella & Kazel 
Umali Ferreras

14-Dec-15
Ken Martin Silva Gardiola 
& Lara Venisse Marcelo 
Gardiola 

18-Dec-15
Eduardo Irwin Bartolome 
Batang, Jr. & Jessabelle 
Veloria Porciuncula

17-Dec-15
Kevin Michael Bordey 
Ramos & Monica Ariones 
Sioson

17-Dec-15
Greg Vincent E. Roasa & 
Ma. Angelique Ernestine S. 
Cipriano

17-Dec-15
Christopher Andrew Mejica 
Ledesma & Suzette Ocsio 
Herrera

18-Dec-15
Elias Manuel Olivares & 
Tracee Mae Castro Dizon

19-Dec-15
Ken C. Solon & Sophia 
Nicole Barretto Villanueva, 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, Fort 
Gen. Gregorio del Pilar, 
Baguio City

19-Dec-15
Jason Ervin Lao Yap & 
Samantha Nichol Ng Paz, 
Shrine of St. Therese 
Villamor Airbase, Pasay City

22-Dec-15
Edward Theodorus Jozef 
Holla & Ellaine Claire 
Jimenez Rafael

23-Dec-15
Dan Erlou Serrano & Ramon 
Concayda Esguerra

23-Dec-15
Adel Lom Bardy Cruz 
Lardizabal Jr & Mary 
Khristine Bernardo Antonio

26-Dec-15
Virgilio San Pablo Bordeos, 
Jr. & Maria Nina Jimenez 
Perez

28-Dec-15
Mark Angelo C. Sanchez & 
Roxanne Kyle S. Jover

28-Dec-15
Jayson Pineda Diwa & Reina 
Obico Manalangit

29-Dec-15
Norbert Marcelo Concepcion 
III & Ma. Zarina Jane E. 
Agduma

30-Dec-15
Carl Michael N. Manglo & 
Sharmaine Joyce Hiponia

30-Dec-15
Robin Ryan Sto. Domingo & 
Claire Marie Tolosa Gustilo

03-Jan-15
Edison Noel Kwong & 
Nizelle Valerie Lim

05-Jan-15
Vincent Rafael L. Rosales & 
Margarita Carag Franco

16-Jan-15
Arnaud Michel Stephane 
Guillemot & Judy Alice 
Uy Repol

16-Jan-15
Jose Martin Capistrano 
Antuñez & Katherine Marco 
Del Villar, Our Lady of the 
Most Holy Rosary, Malay, 
Aklan

16-Jan-15
Michael Mariscotes 
Villagracia & Patricia 
Christine Olmed de Guzman

02-Feb-15
Jose Carlo B. Pastelero & 
Audrey Joy Ednacot

26-Feb-15
Antonio Miguel B. Alcantara 
& Amry Kathleen R. Joseph

03-Mar-15
Mark Anthony Baltazar 
Antonio & Rina Lauren 
Santos Isidro

18-Mar-15
Edgar Allan Dickinson 
& Ma. Gieleen Relova 
Resurreccion

BIRTHDAYS
26-Oct-15
Bing Padilla
Pauline Thelmaty 
Roxas Chua
Hervin See
Edwin Villasor
Ton Soliven

27-Oct-15
Rico Lopez

28-Oct-15
Walter L. De Santos 
Alonzo Virata
Marion Chan

29-Oct-15
Philip Lim
Maya Afable
Sava Sotto
Peachy Miller

30-Oct-15
Rosario Westly
Ana Arteficio
Jhuliana Marie Tupaz 
Felix Angelo Mabanta 

31-Oct-15
Jay Ongsiako

For corrections and 
additions to this list, 
contact  Susan at the 
parish office.
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LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

MAKATI CITY



October is Prison Awareness Month. We are celebrating the 
National Correctional Consciousness Week (NACOCOW) 
with The Taguig City Jail (TCJ) inmates this coming week 
October 26-30, 2015.
   Once a year we place our focus on the prisoner.  Look at 
how often criminals were mentioned in the bible, how they 
are looked down upon by society, yet the prisoners were 
among the special ones that Jesus mentions in his final 
discourse in Mt. 25:36.  The last person who spoke to Jesus 
was a prisoner.  Pope Francis has always found time to visit 
prisoners.  Perhaps it is because almost all of the prisoners 
are from the poor.  We see the poor all around us with palms 
opened knocking on our car windows, but nobody can see 
the inmate who is locked away from society and whose palms 
can only extend beyond the small opening of a prison bar.
   The San Antonio Prison Ministry brings the touch of Jesus 
Christ to these inmates.   We have various activities for them 
throughout the year like medical and dental missions, master 
chef cooking contest, sports activities, film showing, aside 
from our masses, recollections and catechism classes.  Our 
biggest project in the Prison Ministry is to bring Christ to the 
home of the prisoners through a chapel.
   We helped build a chapel in Makati City Jail (MCJ) and it 
has changed a lot of lives. Many of them attend the Saturday 
masses and the weekly catechism classes. They developed a 
hunger to get to know Christ more and through the years we 
have witnessed their deep devotion to God and Mama Mary, 
and the conversion of their hearts.   Today we have been 
called to help build another chapel in Taguig City Jail.
   There are 1,000 inmates in the TCJ facility. There are 20 
cells for the men and 4 cells for the women. A small cell of 
around 50 sq.m. accommodates 40-50 inmates. They have 
triple deck make-shift beds and 1 bathroom which they all 
share to take showers and wash their clothes. They have 
no privacy, no visitors and not much time to move around. 
They do not even have a visiting area. Their families are all 
cramped in the corridor if they ever come to visit. Their twice 
a day meals are small portions of fish or pork and on better 
days they have chicken necks and rice. 
   But the saddest part of all is that the time it takes to solve 
their cases.  A simple case takes years, mainly because they 

“I WAS IN PRISON AND YOU CAME TO ME.” - Matthew 25:36
By Alli Raval – Prison Ministry Head

have no lawyers. Seeing them, sitting in their 
personal space, with blank stares and tears in 
their eyes, hearing their stories and feelings 
of uncertainty, fear and abandonment 
deeply touch and break our hearts and our 
volunteers as well. Most of the inmates in 
TCJ are abandoned by their families and so 
they are very excited and happy to see new 
faces and new people to talk to, to comfort 
them and pray for them. 
   We would like to invite any interested 
parishioner to join us in our activities and 
spend a couple of hours with the prisoners.  
You can also donate some toiletry items and 
food and most of all share your monetary 
blessings as we work to build God’s church 
in prison.
   When Pope Francis’ visited inmates in 
the USA he went down to greet every one 
of them and embraced some of them.  “It is 

painful,” Pope Francis said, “ when we see prison systems 
which are not concerned to care for wounds, to soothe pain, 
to offer new possibilities. It is painful when we see people who 
think that only others need to be cleansed, purified, and do 
not recognize that their weariness, pain and wounds are also 
the weariness, pain and wounds of society. The Lord tells us 
this clearly with a sign: he washes our feet so we can come 
back to the table. The table from which he wishes no one to 
be excluded. The table which is spread for all and to which all 
of us are invited.”
   “This time in your life can only have one purpose: to give you 
a hand in getting back on the right road, to give you a hand to 
help you rejoin society.”
   “All of us have something we need to be cleansed of, or 
purified from. All of us. May the knowledge of this fact inspire 
us all to live in solidarity, to support one another and seek the 
best for others.”
   “He comes to save us from the lie that says no one can 
change, the lie of thinking that no one can change. Jesus 
helps us to journey along the paths of life and fulfillment. May 
the power of his love and his resurrection always be a path 
leading you to new life.”
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