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When was our last visit?

One August, Pope Francis went to a 
retirement home and asked an elderly 
woman when was the last time her 
children visited her, who answered, “since 
Christmas.” Eight months without being 
visited by her children, eight months of 
being abandoned - the pontiff remarked, 
“This is called mortal sin!”
	 Some	of	us	find	our	elderly	people	(our	
grandparents or parents) a burden. They 
are boring; they say the same stories 
again and again; they cannot relate with 
us anymore. When they are sick, they 
are even harder to love as they become 
irritable,	 selfish,	 inconsiderate,	 and	
sensitive. It is not fun to be with them 
anymore.	 It	 is	 even	 difficult	 to	 converse	
with them due to their hearing disability or 
senility. We have more important things to 
do. The nurses and caregivers can take 
care of them.
 Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
said, “The greatest disease in the world 
today… is being unloved.” Our elderly 
might be feeling unloved, depressed, 
and lonely. They may be seeking for our 
time, our attention, and our love.  Mother 
Teresa urged us to slow down, to take 
time for each other. “Today, we have no 
time even to look at each other, to talk 
to each other, to enjoy each other…The 
world is lost for want of sweetness and 
kindness… ” she said. It is true that some 
of us take care of the material needs of 
our	elders.	And	this	can	be	a	sacrifice	for	
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ST. LAZARUS
December 17

St. Lazarus is remembered as being the 
man that Jesus raised from the dead 
in his most dramatic and controversial 
miracle.  He is also remembered in 
particular as one at whose death Jesus 
wept.  His story is told only in the 
Gospel of John 11 (1-44) found in the 
New Testament of the Bible.
 Lazarus and his two sisters Martha 
and Mary were very close friends in 
their home in Bethany, a village of 
Judea about two miles from Jerusalem.
 When their brother Lazarus became 
deathly ill the sisters immediately sent 
an urgent message to their dear friend 
Jesus.  Unfortunately Jesus was in 
Jordan to avoid possible arrest due to 
his supposed blasphemy.
   When Jesus got the message he told 
his disciples, “Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep, but I go to awake him.” 
(Jn 11:11) Surprisingly Jesus did not 
go immediately to his dear friend but 
rather waited two days, bluntly telling 
his disciples that he was glad that he 
was not there when he died.  Evidently 
Jesus was determined to work a miracle 
even if he was taking a great risk by 
returning to Judea.
	 When	 he	 finally	 got	 to	 Bethany	
Martha ran out to meet him telling him 
that the calamity of the death of her 
brother would not have happened if 

RANDOM THOUGHTS
Voices from yesterday and today…

By: Peachy Maramba

The ABC’s of Catholic 
Doctrine

by Lianne Tiu

turn to page 3

those	who	are	financially	 in	need.	Money	
is helpful, without a doubt; but only love 
and understanding reach the hearts, heal 
the loneliness, and give peace and hope.
 Pope Francis said, “Once as a child, 
a grandmother told us the story of an old 
grandfather who got dirty while eating 
because he couldn’t easily bring the 
spoonful of soup to his mouth. And his 
son, that is, the father of the family, had 
decided to move him from the dinner table 
and set up a little table in the kitchen to 
eat alone, so he couldn’t be seen. In this 
way he wouldn’t make a bad impression 
when friends came over to lunch or dinner. 
A few days later, he came home and found 
his youngest child playing with some wood 
and a hammer and nails.  He was making 
something there. He said: ‘What are you 
making?’ — ‘I’m making a table, papa.’ — 
‘A table, why?’ — ‘To have one for when 
you grow old, so that you can eat there.’ 
Children are more aware than we are!”
 Our elders are men and women who 
came before us and from whom we have 
received so much.  We, too, will become 
like them. Let us treat them the same way 
as we want the younger generation to treat 
us in the future
.

SOURCES of REFERENCE: Butler’s Lives 
of Sains – Vol. IV – pp 576 – 577; The 
Illustrated World Encyclopedia of Saints – p 
57; The Book of Saints – p 199; and others.

he had been there.  This is Martha’s 
profound confession of faith that if 
Jesus had asked God to spare the life 
of her brother God would have granted 
it because she truly believed that Jesus 
was the Christ, the Son of God.
 However she couldn’t help 
expressing her disappointment that he 
only arrived after Lazarus had already 
been entombed for four days.
 Martha said this believing like other 
devout Jews that the soul hovered 
near	the	body	for	only	three	days	finally	
departing 
 This is why she objected when Jesus 
ordered the tomb of Lazarus be opened.  
But Jesus insisted and called Lazarus 
back to life.  Imagine her shock when he 
came out alive still in burial wrappings.  
After his resurrection Lazarus became 
a living witness to the power of Jesus 
who said, “I am the resurrection and 
the life; he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live.” (John 
11:25)
 The Jews who came to mourn with 
the sisters their brother’s death were 
aghast at the outstanding miracle that 
Jesus had performed.  While half of 
them were overjoyed believing that 
Jesus had indeed proved that he was 
the promised Messiah who would 
restore Israel, the other half were fearful 
that the masses would rally around the 
miracle worker and precipitate a military 
intervention against the Romans.
 After the miracle on the Saturday 
before	 Jesus	 was	 crucified,	 six	 days	
before the Passover, he was once 
more a guest at a dinner in Lazarus’s 
house (John 12: 1-18) where Lazarus 
joins them.  After this supper nothing 
more is said of Lazarus nor Martha in 
the Gospels.  The Bible says nothing of 
what happened to Lazarus after being 
present at that dinner.  
 Oftentimes St. Lazarus is confused 
with the other Lazarus found in the 
parable in Luke: 16: 19-31 who was a 
dying diseased beggar whose sores 
were licked by a dog.  He was often 
portrayed as lying at the door of a rich 
man hoping to obtain his charity.  
 It is from this Lazarus that hospitals 
like our San Lazaro got their name for 
treating	people	afflicted	with	loathsome	
diseases such as leprosy or the plague.

SOURCES of REFERENCE: Butler’s Lives 
of Sains – Vol. IV – pp 576 – 577; The 
Illustrated World Encyclopedia of Saints – p 
57; The Book of Saints – p 199; and others.

Random Thoughts...from page 2

The liturgy of the 3rd Sunday of advent 
is full of reassurance and comfort for us.  
In the past it was known as “Gaudete 
Sunday,” the Latin word meaning “rejoice.”  
The liturgy then tells us to be happy, not to 
worry, that the Lord is near   And if we want 
the peace of God to be in our hearts and in 
our thoughts – our hearts that are always 
seeking to possess the things of this 
world – our circumstances, but moreover 
about our future – then that peace will be 
ours if we simply and trustfully ask God 
for it.  Scripture tells us to do precisely 
this where it says, “There is no need to 
worry; but if there is anything you need, 
pray for it, asking God for it with prayer 
and thanksgiving.”  Note as well that it tells 
us not to wait until after God grants our 
requests before thanking him.  Even as 
we ask, we should be giving thanks.  One 
of the things we should thank God for at 
the end of this year has been the Christian 
witness given by so many good people in 
our time.
 Wherever there is evil, God will ensure 
that resolute and saintly souls will rise up to 
combat it.  Such was the call, the prophetic 
witness associated with the person of 
St. John the Baptist, as described in the 
readings for this Christmas preparation 
period.  People were prepared to walk 
all the way from Jerusalem down to the 
vicinity of Jericho in the deep Jordan valley, 
on	 the	edge	of	 the	desert	–	all	 of	 fifteen	
miles each way – in order to see John, this 
charismatic	figure	who	until	then	had	lived	
the life of a recluse in the desert around 
the Dead Sea.  Having seen him, many 
moreover wanted to stay and listen to his 
message and be baptized by him.  But the 
reaction also of many of them to John was 
one of uncertainty - that uncertainty which 
surfaces in all of us when we take time to 

cast a critical eye on the kind of life we are 
leading.
 “What must we do?” they asked him.  
And John spelt out the answer for them in 
no uncertain terms.  While their seeking 
for guidance showed their willingness to 
change, it also showed that they were 
lacking	 in	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 in	 that	 fire	 in	
which according to the Baptist, Christ 
when he comes will baptize.  For not only 
does the Holy Spirit guide us, he pleads 
for us with sighs too deep for words.  
“Love and do what you will,” was to be 
the motto of St. Augustine; meaning that 
if people have total inner commitment to 
God then they will be incapable of doing 
wrong.  They will know instinctively what 
is right from the promptings of the Spirit 
within them.
 John the Baptist however attempted 
to effect this inner change in his listener’s 
hearts by telling them not to be grasping, 
not to exact from others more than a just 
return for their services but rather to help 
those in need.  “If anyone has two cloaks, 
he must share with the man who has none.”  
“Give your blood,” the ancient monks in the 
desert used to say, “and you will possess 
the Spirit.”  The society to which John was 
addressing himself – as indeed Jesus did 
later – was to collapse because of its lack 
of spiritual depth, its over concern with 
externals as evidenced by the Pharisees, 
its pursuit of a narrow minded nationalism 
as seen in the Zealots who resorted to 
violence and assassination in their hatred 
of the Romans.
 The greatest danger to the continuation 
of any society becomes a reality 
when most of its members become 
motivated	by	selfish	concerns,	greed	and	
covetousness.  The message that our 
own society invariably highlights is not, 
alas, that of sharing cloaks but of wearing 
outfits	 that	 are	 better,	more	 comfortable,	
more in keeping with the size of one’s pay 
differential.  The sad thing is that all this 
unbridled seeking for earthly comforts, 
this concern with the cares of life pulls us 
further and further away from the yearning 
for himself that God has placed within all 
of us.  It turns us away from the things of 
the Spirit and from the pursuit of religious 
idealism.  Prayerfully then and in the 
presence of God, let us give thanks to the 
Father in this mass for the gift of his divine 
Son, who in its celebration, makes us one 
with himself.  Let us ask for the peace of 
God as Sacred Scripture urges us, for that 
abiding peace which is so much greater 
than we can ever understand, so much 
greater than anything in this world can 
ever offer us.  And we can be assured that 
for all who faithfully do this the reward will 
be everlasting.

SUNDAY
GOSPEL REFLECTION
by Fr. Efren Jimenez, OFM

Gaudete Sunday
3rd Sunday of Advent Year C

Kizza, Natasha, Nicole and Anton with 
Lolo Paquito in Darling Harbour

Nathania and Tani Villonco, Lolo Paquito Tankiang,    
Mariegel and Anton Manotok in Bangkok

Lolo Paquito, 
Cesca and 
Natasha in 

Sydney Aquarium
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SUNDAY  - DEC. 13
* 8:00AM  - Thrift Shop
* 4:00PM  - CORO Practice

MONDAY  - DEC. 14
* 8:00AM  - Thrift Shop
* 3:00PM  - OFS Formation

TUESDAY - DEC. 15
* 8:00AM   - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM   - JPIC Hospital 

Ministry PGH Visitation 
* 2:00PM   - Health Care Ministry 

Dancercise: Open to All 
Parishioners

* 4:00PM   - Marian Cenacle Group 
Prayer Meeting

WEDNESAY - DEC. 16
* 5:00AM – Misa de Gallo
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 4:00PM - CCD Religion Class

THURSDAY - DEC. 17
* 5:00AM – Misa de Gallo
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM - Health Care Ministry 

Visitation at Rizal Medical Center, 
Pasig City

FRIDAY    - DEC. 18
* 5:00AM – Misa de Gallo
* 8:00AM  - Thrift Shop
* 2:00AM - Health Care Ministry 

Dancercise: Open to All 
Parishioners

* 7:00PM - Household Help 
Charismatic Prayer Meeting

* 9:00PM - Tig-Awit Choir Practice

SATURDAY - DEC. 19
* 5:00AM – Misa de Gallo
* 8:00AM  - Thrift Shop
* 4:00PM  - VOSA Choir
* 4:00PM  - LUKE 18 Prayer 

Meeting

CALENDAR OF MINISTRIES FOR THE WEEK Meldy Cojuangco
Connie Gomez
Marilou Arteficio
Ma. Pilar Oledan
Iggy Clavecilla
Africa and Cecile 
Reynoso
Maxima ‘Amah’ Sy
Aurora Gonzalez
Tommy Dy Buncio
Naning Bagabaldo
Remedios Maceda 
Berris
Cedric Castro
Pilar del Gallego
Nena Jalandoni
Victoriano Chung
Erlinda Miranda-
Oledan

Zwei Lopez Gadi
Shallouh Bancil 
Swinnerton
Francisco Tankiang
Cynthia Arms
Felicisimo Alcantara
Rosario de Leon 
Tobias
Gloria Syjuco
Raffy Chan
Edric Co
Peter Soo
Chito San Jose
Ron Jacobs
Nancy Imperial
Johnny Lopez
Lisa Alvendia
Letty Ligon
Norma J. Carlos

Sony Lopez Gonzalez
Shaina Budhrani
Gia Gonzalez
Orlando Bernardo
Rolando Sotaso
Cecilio Hidalgo
Victorina Leus
Iya Ocampo
Bernadette Gozali
Guillermo Profeta
Dra. Ofelia Adapon
Soledad T. Consing
David Lu
Leonardo Rodriguez
Fr. Hugh Zurat OFM
If you want a name added or 
deleted, contact Bernadette 
at the Parish office tel. nos. 
8438830-32. 

Please Pray for the Sick
LEASE / SALE

FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA
CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN

CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA
TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

MAKATI CITY



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

To cap off the year, the Health Care Ministry distributed 150 
Christmas bags to the pediatrics and surgery wards of Rizal 
Medical	Hospital,	 its	main	beneficiary.	 	The	children	were	
thankful for the gifts.  As the Jubilee Year of Mercy begins, 
the challenge is to reach out to the less privileged, not just 
by writing a check or through cash handouts, but by being 
personally involved.

When Steve Lopez, founder of the PGH Ministry and former 
PPC President, passed away he left some funds in order to 
continue his good work. In order to preserve the memory and 
legacy of Steve, his nephew, Mr. Gerry Limcaoco, decided 
to donate it to PGH which was Steve’s favorite ministry for 
more than 20 years.

 Last Sept. 15, 2015, Mechanical Ventilators and Infusion 
Pumps worth P1,500,000.00 were donated to Pediatric 
Wards 9 and 11. Present during the turnover were Hospital 
Ministry head Sabrina Sy and PGH Outreach coordinator 
Florina Chan with members Inday Canoy, Peter Soo, Vince 
Pacheco, Ella Tan, Ria Mackay, and social worker Nimfa 
Dumago.

Participants of the 1st Pre-Cana include: Jose Maria G. 
Rufino	 &	 Hershey	 B.	 Reyes,	 Mark	 Christopher	 Simeon	
&	Millet	 Liberato,	 Ryan	Guilbert	 Uy	 Tan	 &	 Shelley	 Chen,	
Elias	Olivares	&	Tracee	Mae	Dizon,	Ramon	 Jose	Aguirre	
&	Patricia	Grace	Paderes,	Gilbert	Ronald	Marcos	&	Farrah	
Pacia,	 Emil	Christopher	Tan	&	Teegee	Go,	Ryan	Simone	
Sese	&	Roseville	Lim,	Alexander	Napoleon	Coronel	Falcon	
&	Angela	Francesca	Dominique	Litton

The next SSAP Pre-Cana is scheduled on January 9, 2016  
and  will  be  scheduled  every  1st  Saturday  of  the month, 
thereafter. Engaged couples interested to register  may visit 
or	 call	 Susan	 at	 the	 SSA	 Parish	 Office:	 843-8830	 to	 31,	
local #4 or inquire at  09164402829. Married couples who 
would like to volunteer as facilitators may contact the same 
numbers.

Submitted by Jeannie Bitanga

UBAS (Ugnayan ng Barangay at Simbahan) MOA  signing 
was done recently between Santuario de San Antonio Parish 
and Barangay Forbes Park. UBAS seeks to advocate the 
principles of good governance at the grassroots level and 
collaboration by seeking cooperation between the church 
and barangay.  Signing the MOA are parish priest Fr. Reu 
Jose C. Galoy and Forbes Park barangay captain Mariegel 
Manotok.  Also present were PPC-Pres. Edmund Lim, PPC-
VP Tina Teehankee, PPC-Sec. Suzette Gatmaitan and 
SSAP Finance Head Lita Ascalon.

STEVE LOPEZ:
A Blessing To Others Even After Death

SSAP Pre-Cana


