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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI (1182-1226):  THE MOST PERFECT IMAGE OF CHRIST
By Peachy Maramba

Consolidated by Lourdes de Leon
Today, October 4, is the Feastday 
of our beloved Patron Saint Francis 
of Assisi who was canonized on 
July 16, 1228, by Pope Gregory 
IX. Francis, considered the most 
cherished of Christian saints, 
founded the three Franciscan 
orders. Pope Benedict XV called 
him “the most perfect image of 
Christ that ever lived,” and Pope 
Pius XI called him “another Christ” 
who set himself “so seriously to 
imitate the life of Christ, and to 
carry out Christ’s work in Christ’s 
own way.”

 Francis loved God intensely, 
and urged “Let us believe in the 
most high and most exalted eternal 
God; let us keep him in our hearts, 
love, honor and obey Him.”  Like 
Jesus, he wanted to love God 
unconditionally, and in his GREAT 
LOVE OF GOD, he prayed to be 
able to share in the sufferings of 
Christ’s Passion. In answer to his 
prayers he was the first person ever 
to receive the STIGMATA, bodily 
marks on his sides, feet and hands 
resembling the wounds of the 
crucified Christ. In his humility he 
tried to keep secret these wounds 
that remained with him till he died. 
  
 For Francis, the way to God the 
Father was through His Son Jesus 
Christ. His guide therefore, was the 
LOVE OF THE GOSPEL of Christ, 
and the heart of Francis’ spirituality 
was living the Gospel and nothing 
more! Francis wished nothing more 
but to live according to the life and 
ideals of the Gospel.
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Little Known Facts About St. Francis

Conclusion
Poor Francis, though still a young man 
(in his early forties) he was worn out 
by the abuses he made on his poor 
body, the pain from ulcer, malaria and 
trachoma.  He also suffered from the 
open Stigmata on his body.
 He underwent drastic medical 
treatments with no positive result.  The 
pain in his stomach became so intense 
that he could hardly take in any food at 
all.
 Francis tried to find solace in music. 
He felt that by singing music to praise 
God and by singing the praises of 
creatures and other songs his pain 
would be changed to joy and his spirit 
consoled. That night Francis heard 

RATED X (FOR ADULTS ONLY) –
PG (PARENTAL GUIDANCE) 

This reflection is rated X-PG: Parental 
guidance for children is required as 
heard in many teleseries dramas 
nowadays.  Why do many people, even 
today’s Christians like to watch them?  
One reason is possibly because the 
so-called bed scenes excites/stirs 
up sexuality/sensual desire/libido - 
seeing two naked persons performing 
sex.  Usually the characters are not 
married yet either civilly or in Church 
but because of their passion (strong 
feeling of romantic love for each 
other), they grab the opportunity/
right to consummate the physical act 
reserved for married couples!
 First of all, there is an alarming 
increase of divorce rates in Western 
countries (USA and Europe); there 
are also increasing numbers of legal 
separations here in the Philippines.
 In a course on Marriage, Family, 
Sexual and Crisis Counseling at 
the Graduate Theological Union in 
Berkeley, California, the professor 
states that DIVORCE IS NOT THE 
SOLUTION FOR MARRIAGE on the 
verge of failure.  He further said that 
marriage of so short a term of three 
years is salvageable.  Married couples 
could avail of marriage/psychological 
counseling and/or spiritual direction to 
save the marriage.
 “Some psychologists are pointing 
out that divorce does not solve 
problems, but only opens up an avenue 
of temporary escape, an avenue with 
a dead end.  They observe that after 
divorce, a trauma of failure remains, 
with loneliness and guilt as constant 
reminders of what might have 

RANDOM THOUGHTS
Voices from yesterday and today…

By: Peachy Maramba
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from afar a harp that played music far 
lovelier than any earthly music.  God 
had granted him his wish and played 
him a heavenly serenade.
 On the last spring of his life the 
doctors, having decided that they 
could do no more for him, prescribed 
a change of scene.  Francis was taken 
to Siena where he vomited so much 
blood that everyone expected him to 
die there.  So the brothers knelt around 
his bed, asked for his blessing and for 
his last message.
 After blessing them and all his 
brothers, Francis had a brother write 
down his last three wishes for them:  
First, he wanted them to love one 
another as he had loved them.  Second, 
he desired that they forever love and 
observe Lady Poverty and finally that 
they remain ever faithful and loyal to 
the Church.
 But Francis did not die then 
as expected.  So Brother Elias, 
seeking this opportunity to glorify the 
Franciscan Order of which he was 
head, had Francis brought home 
to Assisi.  Instead of taking him to 
Porziuncola they brought him to Bishop 
Guido’s palace where his body could 
be heavily guarded. 
 It was while he lay in the palace 
that he dictated his Testament, the 
document which revealed his ideals.  
It was here, too, where Francis when 
he felt too weak to sing would ask his 
brothers to sing for him the “Canticle 
of Creatures,” a song he composed in 
which all creatures of God whom he 
loved so much were named in praise 
of the Lord.  (This song is considered 

been. Family counselors have long 
maintained that children need love 
and guidance of both parents, and 
they insist that divorce destroys a part 
of children’s birthright and jeopardizes 
their future happiness. There is 
growing awareness, among some at 
least, that the relaxation of divorce 
laws is a favor to no one.” (The Word 
Made Flesh by Fr. Charles Miller, CM)
 Jesus Christ in the Gospel takes a 
strong stand on marriage and divorce.  
“He clearly states that from the very 
beginning, God’s plan for marriage 
was that it should be a life-long unity of 
one man and one woman.  Its purpose 
is the procreation of children and their 
education, as well as the mutual love 
and fulfillment of the husband and 
wife. These demand this life-long 
bond. Divorce, which tries to break 
this bond, breaks the law of the creator 

SUNDAY
GOSPEL REFLECTION
by Fr. Sergio Santos, OFM

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

who decreed what was best for the 
temporal and spiritual welfare of the 
human race.” (The Sunday Readings 
by Fr. Kevin O’Sullivan, OFM)
 It is important to mention here 
about the children.  Jesus Christ loves 
the children; he told the disciples: “Let 
the children come to me, do not hinder 
them; for to such belongs the kingdom 
of God.” Married couples have the 
choice to practice true Christianity 
by following Jesus’ teachings/ 
commandments in a child-like way: 
Humble, Receptive, and Grateful.  A 
child is unselfconscious, happy and 
content to be dependent on the elders.
 Married couples have a choice 
to practice true faith by the total 
acceptance of commitment to each 
other and to the covenant with God.  
They could act like adults with no 
parental guidance required!



Gossip is terrorism.
They say women gossip more than men. 
Men, actually, gossip just as much except 
they do it better and call it “networking.” 
The difference is in the content of gossip.
   Let’s admit it. We all enjoy the guilty 
pleasure of talking about others.  We 
gossip about the latest scandals – who’s 
having an affair with whom, who got fired 
– juicy stories of celebrities and people 
we know. Harmless it may seem, we are 
actually damaging their reputation when 
we carelessly publicize people’s mistakes 
and bad deeds; more so when facts are 
false. Gossip becomes malicious when 
it is a lie or when the intention is to ruin 
people’s reputation.
   Pope Francis said, “Gossiping is like 
terrorism because the person who 
gossips is like a terrorist who throws a 
bomb and runs away, destroying: with 
their tongue they are destroying and not 
making peace.”
   First of all, we should not judge anyone 
because “the only Judge is the Lord.” 
Since we do not know the intentions of the 
heart, we assume ignorance and human 
weakness instead of malice and bad faith.  
Even in the worst of circumstances, we try 
to make excuses for those who commit 
mistakes or do something disgraceful.
   We keep quiet if we cannot speak kindly 
of someone. Pope Francis advised us to 
bite our tongues whenever we have the 
urge to say things, which encourage 
division.     
   There are times when we have to warn 
others of danger: about a corrupt official 
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The ABC’s of Catholic 
Doctrine

by Lianne Tiu

Random Thoughts...from page 2

or an unfaithful fiancé.  An obligation 
of justice and charity may require us 
to reveal a mistake or fault only to the 
interested parties, to those who can 
remedy the situation, but not to the entire 
community.  
   With the advent of the internet, gossip 
can bring even greater damages. 
Spreading rumors is not limited anymore 
to the immediate community for a limited 
period of time. Gossip spreads faster and 
becomes available forever, 24 hours a 
day, and for the entire world to know!
   To be forgiven from the sin of gossip, 
we have an obligation to make up for 
the harm done to the good name of the 
offended person. Oftentimes, it is difficult 
to take back what has already circulated.
   We will always be tempted to gossip 
and to enjoy listening to it. We have to 
be reminded that, “taking pleasure in evil 
earns condemnation.” (Sirach 19:5) The 
important thing is to struggle so that we 
stop the cruel terrorism of gossip.
 
(Reference: “Pope Francis: Gossiping is like 
Terrorism” by Rosie Scammell (September 
4, 2015 ); “The Faith Explained Today” by 
Fr. Joe Babendreier; Sirach 19: 5-17; “The 
Ultimate Guide to Internet Safety” by Victoria 
Roddel; “The New Word on Gossip” by Nigel 
Nicholson, Ph.D., professor of organizational 
behavior at London Business School )

the most ancient and precious Jewel of 
Italian poetry).  When chided by Elias 
to keep recollected and silent rather 
than singing Francis said, “O let me 
rejoice in God and in praising Him in 
all my sufferings, since by a wonderful 
grace, I feel myself so close to my Lord 
that, in the knowledge of His mercy, I 
can sing again.”
 Thus it was that the dying Francis 
comforted himself by singing even 
when he was told by the doctors that 
his end was near.  He felt a joy so 
great that he wrote this final verse of 
his Canticle of the Sun:
  Praised be my Lord, for our 

Sister mortal death,
  From whom no man alive will 

escape
  Woe to those who die in mortal 

sin!
  Blessed those who are found 

walking in your most holy ways
  For the second death will bring 

them no evil.  
 Knowing that he had but a few 
days left, Francis requested that he 
might be transferred to his beloved 
Porziuncola.  Once there he lost no 
time in dictating a letter to his faithful 
friend Lady Giacoma die Settisoli.  She 
arrived bringing all the things he asked 
her to bring.
 When he had but a few hours to live 
Francis made a very shocking request.  
He said, “When you see that the end 
has come, put me naked on the bare 
earth again as you did the day before 
yesterday; and leave me there after 
death for the time it takes to cover 
a mile walking.” This was Francis’s 
concluding rite to his beloved bride, 
Lady Poverty.
 He then asked two of his brothers to 
sing for him once again his Canticle of 
the Sun.  As they sang Francis vainly 
tried to sing with them.  He had come 
full circle starting his life singing and 
dancing in the streets of Assisi and 
ending it with the song of praise of 
God on his lips.  As he died a flock of 
skylarks rose above the roof as if to 
accompany his soul on his journey to 
God, his maker.
 As the brothers carried his open bier 
back to Assisi, the skylarks again once 
more appeared and sang overhead.  
As per the request of Francis the 
procession stopped outside the 
convent of San Damiano so that Clare 
and her sisters could bid him a fond 
farewell.
 The funeral services were held 
at the church of St. George where 

Francis first learned the meaning of 
chivalry.  God’s own knight had truly 
come home. 

Why Saint Francis?
 Brother Masseo was actually teasing 
Francis, whom he loved dearly, when 
he asked him this question because he 
very well knew the answer.  To Brother 
Masseo, Francis was John the Baptist 
come to life again!  
 Like John the Baptist, St. Francis 
called God’s people to repentance and 
to newness of life in Christ.  And like 

Christ himself, he came among us “to 
make the good News come alive again 
in human hearts.”
 In this time of parish renewal and 
on the feast day of our dearest patron 
saint we reopen our hearts and minds 
to Christ by following (like St. Francis) 
the Lord’s command to, “Repair my 
house.”

Please come and join us to 
observe the Feast of St. Francis.
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St. Francis...from page 1

 For Francis, it was not enough to love the Gospel. 
He suddenly realized that he had to be a joyous 
PROCLAIMER of the “Good News,” the message of 
the Gospel. His preaching was “simple, direct, loving 
and close to everyday life” as he and his followers 
wandered, preaching and helping people as Jesus did.

 Francis’ DEEP LOVE OF POVERTY was instilled by 
his “contemplation of Christ, naked and crucified, and 
crucified again in the persons of His suffering poor.” 
To Francis, poverty was a way of imitating Christ, of 
following in His footsteps, and he urged his followers 
to imitate the humility and poverty of Christ who said, 
“If you would be perfect, go sell what you possess and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.” 
Francis’ stress on poverty emerged from a theology 
of love. He did not say that money and other material 
goods were evil, only that they divert attention from God. 
So Francis, born to wealth, made himself completely 
free for his beloved Lord by divesting himself not only 
of material things but also of the desire to acquire or 
possess them. He wished to be an ardent follower of the 
‘‘POOR CHRIST.” To Francis, total deprivation meant 
being detached from comfort, getting rid of everything 
superfluous, and emptying himself of everything, - 
including his will which is ”the ultimate possession of 
man.”

 Francis displayed a GREAT LOVE OF NATURE 
which he considered not only an expression of God, 

but also “the very mirror of God, a manifestation of the 
beauty of God.” He felt that all things in creation were 
children of a loving God, and all things, whether living 
or inanimate, reflected their Creator’s love, and called 
for due reverence and wonder. Francis is therefore 
considered a patron of ecologists and environmentalists.

 No one else has glorified all God’s creation which 
Francis called “Brother World” better than he. In spite 
of  the pain and suffering of the last few years of his life, 
Francis composed his joyful “Canticle  of Brother Sun 
and Sister Moon” to express his deep, lifelong love of 
creation and the innate sense of holiness of all things.”

 Francis was also a LOVER OF PEACE, peace 
with God, peace with one’s self and peace with one’s 
neighbor. He was extremely committed to peacemaking 
and reconciliation, and to him, all violence was against 
the gospel commandment of love. His love for peace 
is expressed in his well-known song, “Make Me an 
Instrument of Your Peace.” Pope John Paul II called him 
the “Man of Peace.”  Assisi, his birthplace, is a place for 
ecumenical pilgrimages to pray for world peace.

 Like Jesus, Francis was a LOVER OF ALL and his 
life reminds us that we have to find Christ in everything 
- in all living creatures, even in inanimate objects. The 
whole of creation reflects our Creator’s love. Francis’ 
life and great love for man are gentle reminders to love 
our neighbor, heal the wounded, support the weak, and 
bring back those who have gone astray. 

 Many share the belief that Francis is the WORLD’S 
MOST POPULAR SAINT. He is a Saint honored 
by Catholics and non-Catholics, and even die-hard 
enemies of Christianity. People of all races and 
religions are among his admirers. WE ALL LOVE SAINT 
FRANCIS, fondly called Poverello (the poor one). May 
he always remind us that, “It is in giving that we that we 
receive; it is in loving that we are loved.”
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FrancisFest 2015, how it all began ….
Reprinted Message of Francsifest 2015

Chairperson in the Souvenir Program

Congratulations to FrancisFest 2015!

 God works in mysterious ways! I helped Fr. Reu do a 
thorough search for this year’s Chairperson for FrancisFest 
2015, but every effort failed. So I finally went to see him 
and asked, “What is God’s message to me?” He just smiled. 
Because time was running short, I texted him the next day 
and said that if no one who had been asked could accept 
the job, I would be willing to do it. He texted me back, “I 
knew yesterday that it is YOU!” Thus began this “Fantastic 
Journey!” 

Our Lord handed me, as it were, a magic wand that must 
have touched the hearts of this incredible pianist Cecile Licad, who happens to be my niece on the Guevara side, and 
Piki Lopez, a business executive who happens to be my nephew on my Dayrit side, and owner of the incredible ABS-CBN 
Philharmonic Orchestra! Everything has been incredible since this incredible job landed on my lap! 

I witnessed Cecile bloom from a chubby little girl of five into the glamorous, accomplished woman that she is today. It has 
been a joy to have witnessed much of this. Cards and I were at her inaugural concert with Zuhbin Mehta at the Lincoln 
Center in 1981 just as we had promised her when she excitedly left Manila at age 11. She received the Leventritt Award 
which launched her career. I was also there when she received a phone call announcing that she had been awarded the 
Grand Prix du Disque Frederic Chopin in 1985. There have been many other happy occasions! 

This evening Cecile will play Bartok’s Concert No.1. which I know is not easy to introduce and much less to be appreciated 
even by our very discriminating audience. But in the hands of Cecile Licad and the ABS-CBN Philharmonic Orchestra 
under the baton of Gerard Salonga, I am confident that it is going to be an exciting experience. Even Bartok, famous 
composer of this Concerto readily admitted that “its style is to a point difficult, and even very difficult for the orchestra 
and the public.” For the sake of our numerous charity and outreach programs, Piki right away agreed to partner with us 
with his Orchestra to perform this incredible Concerto! We are all truly excited! 

God has led us every step of the way! Many challenges came our way, some seemingly insurmountable, but we survived 
them all as we reached out to God and to each other in love and worked endlessly. Our Working Committees were 
incredible as nothing seemed to faze them! 

You, our dear Parishioners and Friends were one with us too! You also are so incredible! I can’t seem to find a better word 
than INCREDIBLE to describe every aspect of this “Fantastic Journey.” 

We have come together this evening to give glory to God in the music so meticulously and enthusiastically prepared for 
you! THANK YOU ALL WHO HELPED US TO COME TO THIS NIGHT. 

GOD LOVES YOU AND WE CERTAINLY LOVE YOU TOO! IT IS WITH GREAT PRIDE THAT WE PRESENT CECILE 
AND GERARD AND THE ABS-CBN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA! 

Amelita D. Guevarra
FrancisFest Chairperson
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WEDDING BANNS
07-Oct-15
Ashok Kumar Parmanand & Ma. 
Cristina Enriquez

07-Oct-15
Henry Angelo Sy Go III & Hazel 
Agnes Surposa Uy

10-Oct-15
Francis Jorge Allorina 
Yamaguchi & Margaux Muriel 
Estrella

11-Oct-15
Franz Christian Uy Pe & Hazel 
Go Garcia

12-Oct-15
Marlon Ong Olivan & Angela 
Cecilia G. Nibungco, Lady of All 
Nations, Bali, Indonesia 

16-Oct-15
Christian R. Hernandez & Meryl 
Adiel M. Timbol

18-Oct-15
Edward Andrew E. Eustaquio & 
Richelle Razo Verzosa

23-Oct-15
Eulalio Carlo Manabat Catoto, Jr. 
& Mary Grace Sanchez Gajasan

08-Nov-15
Alvin Ong Ang & Marianne 
Regina Techico Dy

14-Nov-15
Charles Andrew O. Manly & 
Queen Castillo Alandy Dy

15-Nov-15
David Ignacio C. Estacio & 
Bryna Joan M. Guevarra

17-Oct-15
Jackson Peralta & Candice Grace 
Ching Nocom

17-Oct-15
Robert Francis Galan De Villa & 
Natasha Isobel Verayo

18-Oct-15
Edward Anthony Eustaquio & 
Richelle R. Verzosa

21-Nov-15
Gabriel Ramirez & Diana Maria 
Natalia Domingo Pineda

21-Oct-15
Nathaniel G. Tan & Gina de 
Jesus Eusebio

22-Oct-15
Erwin Cirujales Oclarit & Felise 
Isabel Jose Jiao

23-Oct-15
John Yoichi L. Uy & Katrina Jane 
M. Suarez

24-Oct-15
Agustin Peñero Uykim Jr & Ruby 
Gayle Lien Vy

24-Oct-15
David Joseph A. Consunji & 
Loraine C. Abueg

30-Oct-15
John Clarence Tiu & Annlee 
Wimivieve Ngo Tan

31-Oct-15
Oscar B. Tomas II & Mary Jane 
Y. Cagampang

06-Nov-15
Juan Carlos Sabido Marcalain & 
Nina Paula Ortiz Amores

07-Nov-15
Jay Robert Ilagan de Roxas & 
Anna Corina Mercado dela Cruz

11-Nov-15
Vincent Joseph Verzosa Corpus 
& Ma. Zairah Jane Castelo

14-Nov-15
Robert Vincent Tan Alvarez & 
Ailynn Ann Ong Lim

20-Nov-15
Bryan Sinclair Magno & Kristine 
Alipio Awing

22-Nov-15
Jenard Kenrick King Mendoza & 
Jeanne Pauline Lim Go

23-Nov-15
Matthew Aaron Vail & Jade 
Ann Serafin

23-Nov-15
Juan Antonio M. Maningat & 
Ana Patricia K. Cortes

27-Nov-15
David Joseph P. Dizon & Patricia 
Anne B. Alcantara, Nuestra 
Señora de Gracia Parish, 7440 
Bernardino St. Brgy Guadalupe 
Viejo, Makati City

28-Nov-15
Andrew P. Agunod Jr & 
Margarita Christina M. Ruiz

30-Nov-15
Jose Ong Dyhianto Jr & Maria 
Anjelyn V. Jocson

03-Dec-15
Watson Chua Nacague & Erica 
Therese Bassi Herrera

05-Dec-15
Luceño Carlo Nebriaga Labayen 
& Nina Diorella Kallos Ifurong

10-Dec-15
Juan Paolo Tumacder & Margaret 
Ann C. Bacani

11-Dec-15
Raymund Earl Los Baños Blanco 
& Ivy Kristine Molo Yap

12-Dec-15
Erick Christian Pineda David & 
Marchellie Ocampo Balay

14-Dec-15
Ken Martin Silva Gardiola & 
Lara Venisse Marcelo Gardiola

17-Dec-15
Kevin Michael Bordey Ramos & 
Monica Ariones Sioson

19-Dec-15
Jason Ervin Lao Yap & Samantha 
Nichol Ng Paz, Shrine of St. 
Therese Villamor Airbase, 
Pasay City

23-Dec-15
Dan Erlou Serrano & Ramon 
Concayda Esguerra

23-Dec-15
Adel Lom Bardy Cruz Lardizabal 
Jr & Mary Khristine Bernardo 
Antonio

28-Dec-15
Mark Angelo C. Sanchez & 
Roxanne Kyle S. Jover

28-Dec-15
Jayson Pineda Diwa & Reina 
Obico Manalangit

29-Dec-15
Norbert Marcelo Concepcion III 
& Ma. Zarina Jane E. Agduma

30-Dec-15
Carl Michael N. Manglo & 
Sharmaine Joyce Hiponia

16-Jan-15
Arnaud Michel Stephane 
Guillemot & Judy Alice 
Uy Repol

16-Jan-15
Jose Martin Capistrano Antuñez 
& Katherine Marco Del Villar, 
Our Lady of the Most Holy 
Rosary, Malay, Aklan

BIRTHDAYS

1st Year Death Anniversary

Our Latest Chapel, Crematorium and Columbary
in Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon City

05-Oct-15
Rosario S. See
Barbara Go
Segundo “Baby” 
Rodrigo

06-Oct-15
Nano Cacho
Ana Afable
Jose Pio G. Luz III
Jeannie Carlos-Abaya

07-Oct-15
Miguel Luis G. 
Rodriguez

08-Oct-15
Reana Hechanova 
Trajano
Manolette Carlos
Jill Ignacio
Mike Locsin
Bids Afable

09-Oct-15
Alan Tantoco
Remedios Lim
Geda Facundo
Reese Rodrigo
Talitha Lopez

10-Oct-15
Marge Tambunting
Mia Tambunting
Patricia Bennison
Manuel Dizon

Pidit Cacho
Tomichi Bonoan
Pierra  Calasanz
Miguel Jose Velayo Yulo
Andie Padilla

For corrections and 
additions to this list, 
contact  Susan at the 
parish office.

05-Oct-15
Carmen M. Sotaso

Meldy Cojuangco
Connie Gomez
Marilou Arteficio
Ma. Pilar Oledan
Iggy Clavecilla
Cecille Reynoso
Maxima ‘Amah’ Sy
Aurora Gonzalez
Tommy Dy Buncio
Naning Bagabaldo
Remedios Maceda Berris
Cedric Castro
Pilar del Gallego
Nena Jalandoni
Victoriano Chung
Erlinda Miranda-Oledan
Zwei Lopez Gadi
Shallouh Bancil Swinnerton

Tony Boy Floirendo Jr.
Francisco Tankiang
Cynthia Arms
Felicisimo Alcantara
Rosario de Leon Tobias
Gloria Syjuco
Raffy Chan
Edric Co
Peter Soo
Chito San Jose
Ron Jacobs
Nancy Imperial
Johnny Lopez
Lisa Alvendia
Letty Ligon
Norma J. Carlos
Sony Lopez Gonzalez
Shaina Budhrani

Gia Gonzalez
Orlando Bernardo
Rolando Sotaso
Cecilio Hidalgo
Victorina Leus
Iya Ocampo
Bernadette Gozali
Guillermo Profeta
Dra. Ofelia Adapon
Soledad T. Consing
David Lu

If you want a name added or 
deleted, contact Bernadette at the 
Parish office tel. nos. 8438830-32. 

Please Pray for the Sick

SUNDAY - Oct. 4
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM - CCD Sunday Religion Class
* 4:00PM - CORO Practice

MONDAY - Oct. 5
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 3:00PM - OFS Formation

TUESDAY - Oct. 6
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM -  JPIC Hospital Ministry PGH 

Visitation
* 2:00PM - Health Care Ministry Dancercise 

“Open to All Parishioners”
* 4:00PM - Marian Cenacle Group Prayer 

Meeting

WEDNESAY - Oct. 7
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 4:00PM - CCD Religion Class

THURSDAY - Oct. 8
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM - Health Care Ministry Visitation at 

Rizal Medical Center, Pasig City
* 7:00PM - SYA Prayer Meeting

FRIDAY - Oct. 9
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 2:00AM - Health Care Ministry Dancercise 

“Open to All Parishioners”
* 7:00PM - Household Help Charismatic 

Prayer Meeting
* 9:00PM - Tig-Awit Choir Practice

SATURDAY - Oct. 10
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 2:00PM - CWL Scholarship Meeting
* 4:00PM - VOSA Choir
* 4:00PM - LUKE 18 Prayer Meeting

CALENDAR OF MINISTRIES FOR THE WEEK
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LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

MAKATI CITY



In the pattern of daily work, we take many things for granted:  
A restful sleep, a bright new morning to jumpstart our wits 
and enthusiasm, plus re-energized vigor to tackle the day’s 
load. We focus on our own needs and priorities, shutting 
out the others, until we come across those who have made 
it their ‘business’ to take care of other’s ‘business.’ They 
come, full of hope and trust that with us holding their hand, 
any task will bear fruits. They are the Franciscans, OFM 
(Order of Friars Minor). 
 “They’re in urgent need,” said Jayme Blanco, a lay 
minister whom I met in Santuario de San Antonio Parish 
a couple of years ago. “Just as our world is growing in 
population and in years, the demand on their time and 
resources is steadily increasing,” he said. 
 When I turned the pages of the Parish Bulletin (www.
ssaparish.com), I read the various ministries that remain 
at the core of the Franciscans’ drive: Hospital ministry, 
scholarship, prison, ecology, youth ministry, friendship 
home livelihood assistance, Basey Samar housing, the 
poor rural parishes in the Philippines and Sri Lanka, and 
many others. I find them closest in response to Jesus’ 
words that whatever you did for one of these least brothers 
of mine, you did for me. This is the very reason why the 
Parish of San Antonio mounts a charity event every year.  
(Year 2015 marks the ruby anniversary of the Parish).
 Our men in brown, aware that they are not adequately 
equipped, seek help from others who are better adept to 
take charge of philanthropic undertakings. At the center of 
this appeal for funds, they remain grateful and appreciative 
to the Working Committee and their assembly of volunteers. 
A sense of appreciation that is further expressed through 
the distinctive personalities who are blessed with immense 
talent and are equally inspired to share and help the Parish 
in their own artistic way.
 This year, we applauded Cecile Licad and the ABS-CBN 

Philharmonic Orchestra under the inspired baton of Gerard 
Salonga. In the realm of concert music, Cecile Licad makes 
the ebony and ivory keys take flight, carrying our passion 
with it. 
 In a film on the life of English author Charles Dickens 
(A Tale of Two Cities, Oliver Twist, David Copperfield, A 
Christmas Carol), there was one scene I found most 
compelling:
 The author was dining in a restaurant when a gentleman 
approached him, “Why is it we should help those who do 
not help themselves?”  By those, he meant the many fallen 
women and their offspring, who rely on charity hospitals 
(similar to what we have around Manila).
 Dickens replied, “These two grim nurses, Poverty and 
Sickness, bring these children before you and   
 preside over their births,
 rock their wretched cradles,
 nail down their little coffins, and
 pile up the earth above their graves. Their unnatural 
deaths form one third of the annual deaths in our great 
town.”
 “But what of God?” the gentleman continued.
 “What of Him?” Dickens retorted. “I feel sure God looks 
leniently on all vice that proceeds from human tenderness 
and natural passion.”
 God is always entitled to our best. The best in our craft, 
in writing, in singing, in dancing, in playing, especially in the 
choices we make and what we hold close to our hearts.
 FrancisFest 2015 deserved our best.  
 In praise of God and for His glory.

Cecile Licad in Concert SOLD OUT! Sponsorships and 
donations are still accepted. Kindly contact Bernadette 
Andulte of SSAP Office at 843-8830/31.
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