
   

February 8, 2015
www.ssaparish.com

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time Forbes Park, Makati

What is a sacrament? Maybe the last time you had to answer 
that question was in a Christian Living class in high school. 
So it took us by surprise when Father Edward Foley asked 
us that question last January 11. Father Foley is a Capuchin 
priest and professor from the Catholic Theological Union in 
Chicago and his talk was entitled, “Parish as Sacrament in 
an Age of Evangelization.” So before he could even start to 
talk about the parish, we needed to all be clear on what a 
sacrament is at all.

So - what is a sacrament? Baptism? Eucharist? Confirmation? 
The “Big Seven” that we are used to? Father Foley says, 
“Yes, of course those are sacraments, but there’s more to 
sacraments than simply that.”

One thing he has noticed in our society is that we tend to 
think of sacraments as objects - or as stuff. The goal is 
to then gather this ‘stuff.’ We ‘receive’ communion, or we 
‘receive’ the absolution at confession. It’s as if grace is 
something we line up for, grab a copy of and then stick it in 
our pocket. This can even lead us to think that sacraments 
are magical! That as long as we get the ‘stuff’ then we’ve 
done our good deed for the day. Fr. Foley says that thinking 
is too passive, and leads to a poor understanding of what a 
sacrament is.

How do we want to think of sacraments then? Fr. Foley 
challenged us to think of sacraments not as objects but as 
events. They are encounters, better yet - opportunities for 
relationships. They can be described by verbs and actions. 
A sacrament is an event where one can encounter God. 
Whenever there is an opportunity for an experience with the 
Lord, and an opportunity for us to respond to God’s love - 
then we can say that a sacrament is taking place.

This point was driven home to us during the break, when we 
were all gathered around the buffet table (as Filipinos are 
wont to do). Standing around, sitting and eating our food, 
someone said to Fr. Foley, “You see Father, in the Philippines, 
food is a sacrament!” Fr. Foley laughed but replied suddenly, 
“No! Food in NOT a sacrament. It is sharing food that is a 
sacrament. Serving food is a sacrament. Preparing food for 
others is a sacrament. Because in these moments we get to 
respond to each other in love and charity.”

Parish as Sacrament in 
an Age of Evangelization

By Javier Luis Gomez 

2015 Year of the Poor - Mercy and Compassion

With that understanding, we can finally answer how 
the parish becomes a sacrament in today’s world. If a 
sacrament is an event which builds up our relationships in 
charity, then the parish can be thought of as the ideal place 
for that. Not the parish as a building though, where people 
come once a week and merely ‘receive’ a sacrament. But 
rather the parish as a growing community. Where we can 
build authentic ties with each other both in and out of the 
building. Fr. Foley summed it up in this way, “We need to 
think of the parish not as a cloistered building, but as an 
event wherein people encounter God - through the building 
up of each other in loving relationships, through social 
justice and engaging in relationships with the poor and 
oppressed, and through all the means present to us in our 
world today.”

Fr. Edward Foley, Capuchin, is the 
Duns Scotus Professor of Spirituality 
and Professor Liturgy and Music 
at Catholic Theological Union in 
Chicago, IL, USA.
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SUNDAY GOSPEL 
REFLECTION

(continued from last week)

In an indirect way, today’s gospel gives 
us a precious little piece of information 
about Peter’s marital status. By 
mentioning his mother-in-law, we come 
to know that Peter was a married man 
(no other way to have a mother-in-law!). 
This is the only reference recorded in the 
gospels about the marital status of any of 
the twelve apostles. Too bad her name is 
not given; she could be the much needed 
patron saint of all mothers-in-law.
 
Now, let’s go to the core and message 
of today’s readings. In the first reading, 
we heard the loud lament of Job: “I 
have been assigned months of misery, 
and troubled nights have been allotted 
to me…  I shall not see happiness 
again.” Job is just voicing out what 
millions of people all over the world are 
going through: hunger, pain, sickness, 
suffering, starvation, violence. They 
keep asking: Where is God? Why does 
he allow this to happen? Why does this 
happen to me?
 
The story of Job was written in order to 
challenge the Old Testament people’s 
belief that pain, sickness and suffering 
are punishment for sin. Job is a righteous 
and holy man; yet he loses all his 
properties one after the other, his fields, 
his cattle, and even his children; besides, 
he is stricken with leprosy. Job professes 
his innocence, against the accusations 
of his wife and friends who insist that 
he must have done something wrong. 
The book of Job proves that sickness 
and suffering are not punishment for 
sin—not always, anyway. But it leaves 
unanswered the basic question: Why 
then do people suffer? Above all, why do 
innocent people suffer? Like in the Old 

On the Homily
Words which set hearts on fire.
(Paragraph 142)  Dialogue is much more 
than the communication of a truth.  It 
arises from the enjoyment of speaking 
and it enriches those who express 
their love for one another through the 
medium of words.  This is an enrichment 
which does not consist in objects but 
in persons who share themselves in 
dialogue.  A preaching which would be 
purely moralistic or doctrinaire, or one 
which turns into a lecture on biblical 
exegesis, detracts from this heart-to-
heart communication which takes place 
in the homily and possesses a quasi-
sacramental character: “Faith comes 
from what is heard, and what is heard 
comes from the preaching of Christ.” 
(Rom 10:17)  In the homily, truth goes 
hand in hand with beauty and goodness.  
Far from dealing with abstract truths 
or cold syllogisms, it communicates 
the beauty of the images used by 
the Lord to encourage the practice of 
good.  The memory of the faithful, like 
that of Mary, should overflow with the 
wondrous things done by God.  Their 
hearts, growing in hope from the joyful 
and practical exercise of the love which 
they have received will sense that each 
word of Scripture is a gift before it is a 
demand.

Testament so also today many among 
us blame God, if not for inflicting pain at 
least for not doing enough to alleviate it.
 
Today’s gospel belies such stand. 
Jesus, the God-made-man spent 
most of his time healing the sick and 
alleviating suffering. On this particular 
day, he cured a possessed man inside 
the synagogue; then he cured Simon’s 
mother-in-law; and then, “when it was 
evening, after sunset, they brought to 
him all who were ill or possessed by 
demons. The whole town was gathered 
at the door. He cured many who were 
sick with various diseases, and he 
drove out many demons.” All in a day’s 
time! Jesus is like a walking hospital; 
he cannot stand seeing people suffer. 
What a beautiful gospel to read at the 
threshold of the World Day of the Sick, 
three days from now!
 
We may not know why people suffer, 
or where suffering comes from. But this 
much we know: It does not come from 
God. A lot of suffering is man-made and 
even self-inflicted, brought about by 
our own excesses in eating, drinking, 
smoking, drugs, careless driving, etc. 
We do know why the Palestinians 
and the Israelis--and people in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Syria, Nigeria, and other 
war-torn places, are suffering. We do 
know why the victims of terrorism, 
corruption and injustice are suffering.  
Definitely, not God’s doing.
 
Where did Jesus get the strength 
needed to carry on his relentless healing 
and preaching activity? In prayer, that’s 
where. “Rising very early before dawn, he 
left and went to a deserted place, where 
he prayed.” Now we have the complete 
picture of Jesus’ life and his two points 
of reference: prayer and action: the 
Father and the sick. Communion with 
Father in prayer gave him the strength to 
remain faithful to his calling.  Simon and 
the others came to him with a tempting 
proposition: “Everybody is looking for 
you!” Wow, what a chance to be popular.  
Jesus could have said: “Now we are in 
business! Our strategy is working!”  But 
he didn’t go for it: “Let us go on to the 
neighboring towns...” Prayer kept him 
focused on and faithful to the Father’s 
will.
 
Prayer will do for us what it did for 
Jesus. It will help us remain faithful to 
the Father’s will and to overcome the 
temptations of pride and selfishness. 
It will give meaning and a sense of 
direction to our life.

Why Do People Suffer?

SUNDAY GOSPEL 
REFLECTION

5th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

By  Fr. Jesús Galindo, OFM



3

February 8, 2015

turn to page 4

 While today in the Western world 
February 14 is more widely known as 
Valentine’s Day or Day of Lovers and 
Romance, it is actually also the feast 
day of the lesser known brother-team 
of St. Cyril and St. Methodius.

 Cyril (called Constantine until he 
became bishop) and Methodius were 
brothers born in the ninth century and 
grew up in Thessalonika in the most 
northern part of Greece because their 

RANDOM THOUGHTS
Voices from yesterday and today…

By: Peachy Maramba

STS. CYRIL and METHODIUS:  
APOSTLES of the SLAVS 

and PATRON SAINTS of EUROPE
Cyril – c. 826 – 869

Methodius – c. 815 - 885

February 14

father, an officer was assigned there.  

 Both brothers were educated in 
the imperial court of Constantinople 
together with the young emperor 
Michael.  Cyril, the more scholarly and 
religious one was ordained a priest at 
an early age.  He proceeded to defend 
the Gospel of Christ at the University 
of Constantinople where he studied 
and taught philosophy.  He so excelled 
in it that eventually he took over his 
professor Photices’ chair and earned 
the nickname of “the philosopher.”

 On the other hand his older brother 
moved on to become governor of one 
of the Slav colonies.  Methodius left his 
promising political career to become a 
monk.

 Both wanted to spend the rest of 
their lives together in a monastery Cyril 
proceeded to do just that so in 851 he 
joined his brother in the monastery in 
Bithynia.

 In 861 they were sent by Emperor 
Michael III to convert the Khazars in 
the Dneiper-Volga regions of Russia.  
They then successfully made many 
converts and were able to return back 
to their monastery.

 A few years later Duke Ratislav 
or Rostislav of Moravia (now part of 
the Czech Republic) requested the 
Eastern Emperor Michael for Slavic-
speaking priests to instruct the people 
of Moravia. So in answer to their plea 
Emperor Michael once more sent the 
successful brother-team on another 
missionary task.  This is where the 
brother’s knowledge of the Slavonic 
language was put to good use.  Saying 
the mass in the vernacular proved 
very helpful in making the people 
understand the mass and so earned 
them many converts.

 However they did not count on the 
Moravism people to have no written 
language.  Everything was ORAL.  
They didn’t even have an alphabet!  
So Cyril first used an alphabet which 
he invented and which Cyril’s followers 
later perfected now known as the 
Cyrillic alphabet named after him.  It 
is still in use in Russian and other Slav 
languages today.

 Now they could translate the 

Gospels, the psalter, Paul’s letters 
and most of the bible and the liturgical 
books into Slavonic.  In so doing 
Cyril became the founder of Slavic 
literature.

 Their evangelical efforts proved so 
successful thus incurring the wrath of 
the German bishops and their local 
clergy.  They vehemently objected to 
the use of the vernacular instead of 
the traditional and official Latin.

 The conflict came to a head when 
the German bishops refused to ordain 
their local candidates. Thus there 
could be no native clergy. There was 
only one thing that the brothers could 
do.  Go see the Pope in Rome explain 
their work to him and get his support.  
This they did when Pope Adrian II 
not only approved their use of the 
local language but approved their 
new liturgy.  To solve the problem of 
their not getting confirmation for their 
would-be priests he made them both 
bishops.

 But before they could return back 
to Moravia with the good news Cyril 
who had long been an invalid died on 
February 14, 869.
   
 He died at the young age of forty-
two years.  Cyril was buried in the 
church of St. Clement in Rome.

 As for his brother Methodius he 
went back to the mission work for the 
remaining sixteen years of his life.  

 But this time he returned to Moravia 
as papal legate for all the Slavic 
people and as bishop.  He was later 
named archbishop of Sirmium (an 
ancient see in modern Serbia today) 
and of the whole area.

 However his problems with the 
Germans continued so that in 870 he 
was deposed by Emperor Louis the 
German and the German bishops.  He 
languished in a damp cell on charges 
of heresy.   It was two years later 
that he was finally released by order 
of the pope now Pope John III.  But to 
keep the peace the use of the Slavonic 
liturgy was now forbidden.

 Methodius feverishly continued and 
completed their work of translating the 

(Paragraph 144)  To speak from the 
heart means that our hearts must not 
just be on fire, but also enlightened by 
the fullness of revelation and by the 
path travelled by God’s word in the heart 
of the Church and our faithful people 
throughout history.  This Christian 
identity, as the baptismal embrace which 
the Father gave us when we were little 
ones, makes us desire, as prodigal 
children – and favorite children of Mary 
– yet another embrace, that of the 
merciful Father who awaits us in glory.  
Helping our people to feel that they live 
in the midst of these two embraces is 
the difficult but beautiful task of one who 
preaches the Gospel.

Submitted by Fr. Efren Jimenez, OFM

Sunday Gospel....from page 2



44

Parish Bulletin

Married couples who decide to postpone 
or avoid pregnancy through natural family 
planning, must have serious reasons for 
doing so. Some of the reasons are as 
follows:

Medical Reasons:
- Recent pregnancy (Couples may 

decide to space several months to a 
year between children.)

- Pregnancy that offers unusual 
difficulties on the wife such as arthritis, 
multiple sclerosis, etc.

Reasons for limiting family size:

The ABC’s of Catholic 
Doctrine

by Lianne Tiu

Random Thoughts...from page 3

- Pregnancy that offers an unusual 
physical burden on the wife (e.g., 
pregnancy might entail months of bed 
rest)

- Malignant disease in either parent (e.g., 
cancer, leukemia)

- Danger in the life of either partner by 
the performance of the marital act or by 
pregnancy

- Significant mental illness in either 
parent (e.g., depression, schizophrenia, 
suicidal behavior disorder)

- Circumstance that will endanger the 
newly conceived child’s life (e.g., the 
mother is undergoing chemotherapy or 
other treatment that would damage or 
kill the baby)

 
Eugenic Reasons:
- When the couple would pass on a 

dangerous birth defect or disease due 
to hereditary linkage or blood type or 
Rh incompatibilities

- When the couple has a history of serial 
miscarriages

 
Economic Reasons:
- Unemployment – temporary, long-term, 

or chronic
- Lack of financial resources (living below 

the poverty line) due to low income, 
high cost of feeding, clothing, medicine, 
and education, major catastrophes, etc.

- Financial debt (not due to excessive 
and unnecessary spending)

- Unusual family responsibilities (e.g., 
care of the aged in the family)

 
Social Reasons: (Social disorder in 
which raising children would be almost 
impossible)
- War
- Unusual occupation (e.g., diplomatic 

service with varied short-term 
assignments, roving assignments with 
industry {usually international})

- No adequate housing (A family needs 
quarters in which to grow and feel like a 
family.)

- Concentration Camp
- Religious persecution
- Forced relocation
- Famine 
- Living under China’s one child policy

(Reference: “A Marriage Manual for Catholics” by 
Dr. William Lynch; NFP and Serious Reasons… 
What are these reasons? By Dr. Taylor Marshall)

CALENDAR OF SAINTS 
FOR THE WEEK

February 8
Jerome Emiliani
Jerome was born at Venice in 1486.  
He first embraced the military life but 
later dedicated himself to helping 
the poor, distributing to them his own 
possessions.  He founded the Order 
of Clerks Regular of Somascha, 
which supported orphan boys and 
the poor.  Jerome died at Somascha 
in the Bergamese District in 1537.

February 10
Scholastica, virgin
Scholastica, a sister of St. Benedict, 
was born in Nursia, Italy about the 
year 480.  She vowed herself to God 
and followed her brother to Monte 
Cassino.  She died there around the 
year 547.

February 11
Our Lady of Lourdes
In 1858 the Virgin Mary Immaculate 
appeared to Bernadette Soubirous 
near Lourdes in France within the 
cave of Massabielle.  Through this 
humble girl, Mary called sinners to 
conversion and enkindled within the 
Church a great zeal for prayer and 
charity, especially service to the sick 
and poor.

Reference: Christian Prayer: The Liturgy 
of the Hours.  Published and distributed 
by Paulines Publishing House, Daughters 
of St. Paul, 2650 F.B. Harrison St., 1300 
Pasay City, Phil. 13th printing 2010.  ISBN 
971-590-357-6.

whole Bible into Slavonic in a mere 
eight months. But opposition to his 
labors and leadership and persecution 
seemed to hound Methodius for the 
rest of his life so that he finally died of 
exhaustion on April 6, 884.  

 The brothers are finally reunited 
once more as both their relics are to be 
found in the church of San Clemente 
in Rome.

   Both are honoured by the church for 
their ecumenism – “the desire to unite 
worshippers East and West.”  Thus 
they are regarded among the most 
important missionary saints in the 
history of Christianity.

 Tragically Methodius death brought 
about a crisis in his mission territory 
resulting in it being torn apart once 
again by the conflicting powers of West 
and East.  New patrons of ecumenism 
are needed in this same troubled 
areas of Southeastern Europe.
Sources of Reference: Butler’s Lives of the 
Saints – Vol. I – pp 29 – 32; The Illustrated World 
Encyclopedia of Saints – p 130; Saint of the Day 
– pp 44 – 46; an others.

Read more on the brother-team of St. Cyril and 
St. Methodius at our website www.ssaparish.com

WORLD DAY OF THE SICK
FEBRUARY 11, 2015

To celebrate the World Day of the 
Sick, the Health Care Ministry 
invites all parishioners to a Healing 
Mass on Wednesday, February 
11, 2015 at 7:30 am in  the main 
church.  Anointing of the sick will 
be done after the mass.  Marian 
medals will be distributed to the 
attendees.
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SUNDAY-FEBRUARY 8
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 9:15AM - CCD Sunday Religion 

Class
* 4:00PM - CORO Practice

MONDAY - FEBRUARY 9
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 1:30PM - OFS Formation

TUESDAY - FEBRUARY 10
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM -  CWL FREE Clinic
* 9:00AM - JPIC Hospital Ministry 

PGH Visitation
* 2:00PM -  Health Care Ministry 

Dancersize “Open to All 
Parishioners”

* 4:00PM -  Marian Cenacle Group 
Prayer meeting

WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 11
* 7:30AM - Health Care Ministry 

Healing mass in the main church
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 4:00PM - CCD Religion Class
* 5:00PM - Parish Grotto monthly 

mass, Feast day of Our Lady of 
Lourdes

THURSDAY - FEBRUARY 12
* 8:00AM  - Thrift Shop

* 9:00AM  - Health Care Ministry 
Visitation at Rizal Medical 
Center, Pasig, City 

* 7:00PM  - SYA Prayer meeting

FRIDAY - FEBRUARY 13
* 8:00AM  - Thrift Shop
* 2:00PM  - Health Care Ministry 

Dancersize “Open to all 
Parishioners”

* 7:30PM  - Household Help 

Charismatic Prayer Meeting
* 6:30PM  - Men of the Sacred 

Heart monthly meeting
* 9:00AM  - TigAwit Choir 

Practice

SATURDAY - FEBRUARY 14
* 8:00AM  -  Thrift Shop
* 4:00PM  -   VOSA Choir Practice
* 4:00PM  -   LUKE 18 Prayer 

meeting

CALENDAR OF MINISTRIES FOR THE WEEK

Norms on Masses in Private Homes

FEBRUARY 11
(Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes/

World Day of the Sick)

Through the sacrament of holy orders, priests are empowered 
to celebrate the holy sacrifice of the Mass and to administer the 
sacraments (except holy orders which only bishops may confer). 
However, priests may not celebrate Mass anywhere, any time. 
In this regard, priests are very much like licensed doctors who, 
although able and competent to treat patients, may not just walk 
into any hospital of medical institution and start practicing there 
their profession. They need to get permission or enter into a 
contract.
 
The celebration of Masses in private homes is subject to certain 
Church norms which priests must observe. For the archdiocese 
of Manila such norms are set down in the Acts and Statutes of 
the IV Manila Synod, held on 21-28 October 1979. They read as 
follows:
 
#1. The proper site for the Eucharistic celebration is the church, 
oratories and sacred places.

#2. The celebration of Masses in neighborhood sites outside 
a parish church is allowed to pastors and those designated by 
them within the territory of their parish.

#3.  For the celebration of Masses in private homes all priests 
need permission from the local Ordinary [the bishop].

#4.  Priests who are not the pastors of the particular territory 
where these homes are located, need a prior endorsement from 
the local parish priest. The endorsement is not to be given for the 
celebration of Masses on Sundays and holidays of obligation, 
nor for their anticipated celebration.

#5.  For the celebration of Masses in funeral parlors and penal 
institutions that have official chaplains, the consent of the 
chaplain is necessary and sufficient.

#6.  If there are no official chaplains assigned to them, permission 
of the local Ordinary is necessary; and all priests who are not the 
pastors of the territory where these institutions are located, need 
also prior endorsement of the local parish priest.
 
Are the above norms being observed? Hardly. Or, shall we 
say, selectively. While it is a well-known fact that upper class 
households living in villages and high-rise condominiums have 
no problem finding priests, and even bishops, willing to say Mass 
in their homes without bothering about permissions, the poorer 
among the faithful usually are made to abide by the norms. What 
else is new. 

Submitted by Fr. Jesus Galindo, OFM

On February 11, 1858, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared 
to Bernadette Soubirous.  This began a series of visions.  
Bernadette was a sickly child of poor parents.  Their practice 
of the Catholic faith was barely more than lukewarm.  But the 
Blessed Virgin Mary made her an instrument to revitalize the 
faith of millions of people.  In 1862, the Church confirmed 
the authenticity of the apparitions.  Lourdes has become a 
place of pilgrimage and healing, but even more, of faith.  It is 
Jesus’ healing power performed through the intercession of 
His beloved mother, the Immaculate Conception.

 “For those who believe in God, no explanation 
is necessary.  For those who do not believe, no 

explanation is possible.”

The message of Mary to Bernadette was a call to personal 
conversion, prayer and charity.  This message still holds true 
at our present time and age.  

February 11 was proclaimed World Day of the Sick by St. 
Pope John Paul II.  

For its part, the Health Care Ministry will sponsor a healing 
mass on Wednesday, February 11 at 7:30 a.m. in the main 
church.

Sources: americancatholic.org; catholicculture.org

Submitted by the HEALTH CARE MINISTRY
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BIRTHDAYS

Meldy Cojuangco
Connie Gomez
Marilou Arteficio
Ma. Pilar Oledan
Iggy Clavecilla
Cecille Reynoso
Maxima ‘Amah’ Sy
Aurora Gonzalez
Tommy Dy Buncio
Naning Bagabaldo
Remedios Maceda 
Berris
Cedric Castro

Anselmo Trinidad Jr.
Pilar del Gallego
Nena Jalandoni
Victoriano Chung
Erlinda Miranda-
Oledan
Zwei Lopez Gadi
Shallouh Bancil 
Swinnerton
Tony Boy Floirendo Jr.
Francisco Tankiang
Cynthia Arms
Felicisimo Alcantara

Rosario de Leon Tobias
Gloria Syjuco
Raffy Chan
Edric Co
Peter Soo
Chito San Jose
Ron Jacobs
Nancy Imperial
Johnny Lopez
Lisa Alvendia
Letty Ligon
Norma J. Carlos
Sony Lopez Gonzalez

Shaina Budhrani
Gia Gonzalez
Daniel Lao
Orlando Bernardo
Rolando Sotaso
Cecilio Hidalgo
David Lu
If you want a name 
added or deleted, 
contact Bernadette at 
the Parish office tel. nos. 
8438830-32. 

Please Pray for the Sick

WEDDING BANNS
07-Feb-15
Julius Ferdinand Maramag & 
Elena Lois Lantano Bautista
07-Feb-15
Baldwin C. Keh & Raisa C. 
Murillo, Christ The King, 
Greenmeadows Ave. QC 
14-Feb-15
Anthony Bejado & Margaret 
Perez 
14-Feb-15
Aaron Narciso Vitug & Ma. 
Ana Patricia G. Benitez
15-Feb-15
Sherwin Fedalizo Tiu & Cherry 
Lim Tanchay
21-Feb-15
Mikael Sy Coyiuto & Jennica 
Grace Santiago Tañeca
22-Feb-15
John David Gan Dy & Larah 
Danielle Yauder Monterola
26-Feb-15
Martin Paul B. Roque & 
Veronica T. Messer
01-Mar-15
Eduardo Martin Legasi Chua 
& Vanessa Joan Chua Chan, St. 
Bede Catholic Church, Pyrmont 
NSW Australia
01-Mar-15
Markson Louie Sia Tan & 
Janice Adeline Kua Uy
01-Mar-15
John Paul Tupasi Ramos & 
Emily Christine Arbiol Dy

02-Mar-15
Leo Carlo Dela Vega Dilanco & 
Catherine Anne Capili Palma
04-Mar-15
Francis Niño Lim Gonzales & 
Ana Geneve Tiu Mataglas
05-Mar-15
Gennis Khan Bautista Ureta & 
Christia Mae M. Pangilinan
07-Mar-15
Erwin A. Esporlas & Maricris 
J. Bendado, Sto. Niño de Cebu 
Parish, Biñan, Laguna
07-Mar-15
David Benjamin Chan Sy & 
Maria Sabrina Raymundo 
Soriano
08-Mar-15
Benson Ryan C. Cruz & Faye 
Carlie M. Tuazon
12-Mar-15
John Edward Duarte & Jenny Fe 
Salvatus Sangco
14-Mar-15
Bradlee Zigfrid Cagampan 
Dungo & Elizabeth Dy 
Castañeda
18-Mar-15
Arvin William C. Alcasid 
&Princess A. Alcasid
22-Mar-15
Mark Michael Cervantes Sy & 
Lesley Anne Dy Ng
26-Mar-15
Robert Christian Flaviano 
Reyes & Maria Cielo Ruiz 
Dizon

27-Mar-15
Roberto Alfonso Del Rosario & 
Mallory Suzanne Caton
28-Mar-15
Isaiah Thomas Maceda Ortega 
& Korinne Mei Campos Lirio
28-Mar-15
Ritcher Stanley T. Chua & 
Jennelyn Charme M. Ang
11-Apr-15
Eduardo Ramon R. Santos, Jr. & 
Maria Socorro L. Montealegre
18-Apr-15
Arniel Vincent Baco Ong & 
Nikki Peralta Fernandez
19-Apr-15
Bon Kimber Tee Syiaco & 
Kimberly Ann Lao Chupeco
24-Apr-15
Julius Cezar T. Lerit & Irene 
Marie P. Qua
25-Apr-15
Juan Paolo Neri Yrastorza 
& Pierre Pauline Rivera 
Mirabueno, Nat’l Shrine of 
the Sacred Heart, San Antonio 
Village, Makati City
08-May-15
John Neil D. Canivel & Sherizza 
Ann D. Brondo
31-May-15
Jacy Ryan Tan Chua & Vanessa 
Bianca Tan Ang
18-Jul-15
Carlo Habana Coronel & 
Anabelle Nuada Cruz

09-Feb-15
Patricia Lim
Lourdelyn 
Teodoro
Evelyne Manahan

10-Feb-15
Karen Batungbacal
Tessie Salas
Marco Mabanta
Ivan Santos
Nena Mewshaw

11-Feb-15
Carmina Mantecon
Charie Zamora
Bernadette M. 
Aboitiz
Charlie Lazaro
Catherine Ong
Christina 
Montelibano
Elisa Manaloto

12-Feb-15
Ricardo Claparolls
Eva Luz 
Hernandez
Patrick Uy-Tioco
Suyin Liu

13-Feb-15
Melissa Ang Wong
Bambi P. Meer
Sophia G. Ocampo

14-Feb-15
Paul Priore
Bertie Meer, Jr

15-Feb-15
Jay-Jay Montinola
Manot Montilla

For corrections 
and additions to 
this list, contact  
Susan at the parish 
office.

JPIC...from page 8
Fr. Reu thanked everyone for the opportunity to gather 
together as one family, one community, and one parish. He 
talked of a wholistic approach of enriching ourselves in the 
context of the Ministry we are involved in through a celebration 
of friendship and community in helping others. Through our 
get-together, we celebrated not only our spiritual nourishment 
and social needs but also the care for our physical well-being 
as we shared in the table of God’s bounty.

The JPIC Scholarship Committee members present were 
Menchu Bautista, Millette Ocampo, Letty Laurel, Doris See, 
Girl Velasquez, Bambina Buenaventura, Dely Fernandez and 
Jean Chavez. Also present were Jackie Macasias, Nimfa 
Dumago and Alice Loto of the SSAP, our fellow workers in 
the Lord’s vineyard. 

Fr. Reu and Sr. Marisa blew their birthday candles from 
two round cakes iced in green and lavender fondant. As in 
previous years, Mariza’s love for all shades of purple was 
elegantly played up in the decor:  a Christmas tree decked in 
purple trimmings, a beautiful lavender mantle with matching 

lavender napkins neatly folded in coiled purple beads, a rustic 
centerpiece of twigs on which were intertwined lavender 
shades of vandas, other floral varieties in an interplay 
of purple hues interspersed with green berries to signify 
prosperity for the New Year. The all too familiar menu was 
superb --- a specialty of each member. A recipe handed down 
from Mariza’s grandmother to her mother, Mrs. Rosie O. 
Valencia, the Lady of the House’s Pancit Luglog took center 
stage, topped with a radish condiment painstakingly diced 
and marinated in a vinegar–soy mixture, providing a tangy 
essence and crunchy texture. As we sipped our dalandan 
granita, Mariza’s efficient staff headed by Maritess kept 
an eagle eye on everyone’s needs. One couldn’t help but 
admire the sleek acrylic purple pitcher.  “That pitcher was 
Maritess’ Christmas present to the family,” a beaming Mariza 
announced.

We were all in familiar surroundings, feeling so much at 
home, helping ourselves to heart-warming comfort food, with 
the bonds of friendship renewed “around the table of festivity 
and nourishment.”

SSAP JPIC Scho. Prog. Comm. / Jean Chavez 
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A LUNCHEON IN SHADES OF PURPLE

The celebrants:
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM & Sr. Marisa Lichauco

A CHRISTMAS BLESSING

~ May there be harmony in all your relationships. May 
sharp words, envious thoughts, and hostile feelings be 
dissolved.

~ May you give and receive love generously. May this 
love echo in your heart like the joy of church bells on a 
clear December day.

~ May each person who comes into your life be greeted 
as another Christ. May the honor given the Babe of 
Bethlehem be that which you extend to every guest 
who enters your presence.

~ May the hope of this sacred season settle in your soul. 
May it be a foundation of courage for you when times 
of distress occupy your inner land.

~ May the wonder and awe that fills the eyes of children 
be awakened within you. May it lead you to renewed 
awareness and appreciation of whatever you too easily 
take for granted.

~ May the bonds of love for one another be strengthened 
as you gather with your family and friends around the 
table of festivity and nourishment.

~ May you daily open the gift of your life and be grateful 
for the hidden treasures it contains.

~ May the coming year be one of good health for you. 
May you have energy and vitality. May you care well for 
your body, mind and spirit.

~ May you keep your eye on the Star within you and trust 
this Luminescent Presence to guide and direct you 
each day.

~ May you go often to the Bethlehem of your heart and 
visit the one who offers you peace. May you bring this 
peace into our world.

- Joyce Rupp

Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM with the SSAP 
JPIC Scho. Prog. Committee Members

SSAP Staff and MVR staff

In its Annual Fellowship and pot-luck luncheon held 
last January 7 the SSAP-JPIC Scholarship Committee 
members honored its Spiritual Advisers Fr. Reu Jose C. 
Galoy, OFM, Parish Priest of Santuario de San Antonio 
who celebrated his birthday last January 26 and Sr. 
Marisa Lichauco, retired Grade School principal of Miriam 
College.

Sr. Marisa shared Joyce Rupp’s “A Christmas Blessing” 
by reading the first line, with each member taking her 
turn in reading aloud the “blessings,” an apt reminder 
to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas, sometimes 
overshadowed by commercialism of the season and 
the rush to making our lists, shopping, gift-giving, food 
preparations, the party-hopping and family reunions 
amidst stress from the worsening Metro Manila traffic 
situation.

turn to page 6
The celebrants’s cakes


