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A NATURE – FIELD DAY
Recently our JPIC scholars and JPIC Scholarship Committee 
members trooped to the Mini-Forest Park, Miriam College for 
the annual JPIC Scholars’ Graduation Picnic.
 Conceptualized by Sr. Marisa Lichauco along with the 
JPIC Scholarship Committee, the moving force behind this 
green oasis, the much anticipated event is a JPIC scholars’ 
culminating activity that seeks to enhance everyone’s 
appreciation of nature and its beauty - the Integrity of Creation.
 Sr. Marisa toured the youth around the various gardens – 
the Friendship Garden, Centennial Garden, Science Garden, 
Freedom Garden, Peace Garden, Prayer Garden and Shade 
Garden. These gardens emphasize the peace, calm and 
serenity that nature brings, pointing out the usefulness of the 
various trees and plants for daily lives.
 After the tour, trivia questions on the gardens followed.
	 To	complete	the	event,	the	Ateneo	Placement	Office	Mrs.	
Carla S. Siojo, Mr. Ronnie Rodriguez and other members, 
introduced to JPIC Scholarship Program by Mr. Renan Prado, 
English Tutorial Teacher of our JPIC Scholarship, conducted 
an informative workshop on how to make an effective resume 
and comport oneself during job interviews.
 A delicious adobo rice lunch “binalot” style with green 
mangoes, tomato and red egg siding was served, after 
which games were played and prizes given. It was not only 
a	fun-filled	day.	The	picnic	was	an	educational	and	uplifting	
experience as well. 
 These activities are designed to give our scholars 
meaningful experiences to enable them to become well 
rounded and responsible citizens better equipped to face 
life’s challenges.

JPIC Scholarship Committee/Marietta Cuyegkeng/MVR

MR. RONNIE RODRIGUEZ & MRS. CARLA SIOJO – 
ATENEO PLACEMENT OFFICE
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Ever since he was a child Filippo Romolo Neri born in 
Florence, Italy on July 21, 1515 was called Pippo Buono – 
Good Little Philip – because of his docility.  He also had a 
jolly and friendly personality. 
	 Son	 of	 a	minor	 government	 official	 of	 modest	means	
Philip at the age of 18 set off for Rome with no money 
except	for	his	sole	treasure	–	a	crucifix,	and	no	special	plan.		
He trusted entirely on the guidance of Divine Providence.  
All he knew was that God was calling him to follow Him in 
a special way.  Although in what way was not yet clear to 
him, he was determined to serve God in any way he could.
 He began philosophical and theological studies.  
However after three years he discarded the idea of being 
ordained and went out into the streets and markets to do the 
will of God.  Since he lived at a time when Rome and even 
its religious leaders was steadily growing more corrupt, 
Philip	 finally	 came	 to	 realize	his	 vocation:	 	 “God	wanted	
him to go about among the poor, the sick, the criminals, the 
unguided teenagers – in short, all the suffering – and bring 
them food, clothing tenderness, mercy.”  So that is what 
Philip did.
 Besides visiting and caring for the sick in the hospitals 
and begging alms for the poor Philip set out to re-evangelize 
Rome.  Philip went to work to Christianize the people of 
Rome from all walks of life.  In this way did Philip start to 
become	an	influential	leader	and	outstanding	figure	in	the	
counter-reformation.
	 In	 1551	 at	 the	 age	 of	 36	 Philip	 was	 finally	 prevailed	
upon by his spiritual director to become a priest over his 
objections that he was not worthy to be one.
 Because Philip had always been a prayerful man, when 
he got to Rome he would often go to the Catacombs of St. 
Sebastian to pray. As he was praying here on Pentecost 
vigil in 1544 he had a mystical experience when a globe 
of	fire	entered	through	his	mouth	and	enlarged	his	breast.		
Filled with such abundance of the Holy Spirit he exclaimed, 
“Enough, Lord, I can bear no more.”
 One of his favorite devotions was to the Real Presence 
of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament.  Thus he helped 
to popularize the Devotion of the Forty Hours.  This 
“consists of the solemn exposition of our Eucharist Lord 

RANDOM THOUGHTS
Voices from yesterday and today…

By:	Peachy	Maramba

ST. PHILIP NERI:  “Apostle of Rome,” Founder of the 
Congregation of the Oratory

1515-1595
May 26
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in the Blessed Sacrament forty hours, in honor of the forty 
hours Christ Jesus spent in the tomb.  During those forty 
hours of Eucharistic reparation there would be constant 
adoration of Our Lord.”
 In 1548 Philip and his confessor Fr. Persiano Rossa 
founded the Confraternity of the Most Holy Trinity to 
minister to the needs of pilgrims for an inn and for a home 
for discharged convalescents. It developed into the famous 
Santa Trinita del Pellegrini Hospital.

SSAP JPIC SCHOLARS – GRADUATION PICNIC 
AND FUN GAMES



God exposes a secret.
God loves us so much that He decides 
to	expose	a	secret	about	Himself:	the	
story of His inner life. His is different 
from that of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
who is one person with two distinct 
personalities. Rather, His is about 
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The ABC’s of Catholic 
Doctrine

by Lianne Tiu

being three distinct Persons (Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit) yet one God. 
They are different from triplets who 
are not one but three beings, or from 
water which has three potential states 
(liquid, solid, and gas).
    The three Persons are united in one 
divine nature and united in each other 
- the Father is in the Son, the Son is 
in the Father, and the Holy Spirit is in 
both. Where one is, all are. Thus, the 
Trinity cannot be compared to a 3-in-1 
drink.
    The works of power are attributed 
to the works of the Father, the works 
of wisdom to the works of the Son, 
and the works of love to the works of 
the Holy Spirit. Yet, what one Person 
does, all do.
    This secret revealed to us by Jesus 
is complicated and mysterious. No 
one has fully known and understood 
it. Therefore, we should not be 
discouraged when we cannot fully 
comprehend God. Tradition says that 
4 year old Thomas Aquinas asked 
his mother, “Who is God?” Because 
his mother could not answer his 
question satisfactorily, he became 
Saint Thomas Aquinas, the Church’s 
greatest theologian and philosopher.

(Reference: Introduction to Catholicism (The 
Didache Series); “My Way of Life” Pocket Edition 
of St. Thomas by Walter Farrell and Martin Healy; 
“Fundamentals of the Faith” by Peter Kreeft)

   Philip founded the Congregation of 
the Priests of the Oratory.  Eventually 
Pope Gregory XIII in 1575 formally 
approved the new society and even 
gave them the rundown Church 
of Sta. Maria in Vallicela for their 
headquarters. They rebuilt it calling it 
Chiesa Nueva.
 Rich and poor people consulted him 
for his spiritual wisdom and ability to 
look into men’s minds.  It is no wonder 
that Philip was called “the Apostle of 
Rome.”
 But Philip disdained all this acclaim.  
He greatly felt that one can not 
advance in the spiritual life unless he 
is cheerful.  “I will have no sad spirits 
in my house.  Cheerful people are 
more easily led to perfection.”
   Philip died in Rome on May 26, 1595 
and was canonized in 1622 by Pope 
Gregory XV.

SOURCES of REFERENCE: All Saints – pp 230 
– 232; Saints for Our Time – pp 110 – 111; Voices 
of the Saints – pp 498 – 499; and others.

St. Philip, after a full day of hearing confessions 
and	 receiving	 visitors,	 said	 after	 giving	 a	 final	
blessing, “Last of all, we must die.”  He died that 
night.  Read more on this cheerful and humble 
saint at our website www.ssaparish.com

Novenas for Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help 

and the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus

For decades now, we have been 
praying the novena to Our Mother of 
Perpetual	Help	after	the	7:30AM	mass	
and	 before	 the	 6:00	 PM	 mass	 on	
Wednesdays, with a short exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament at the 
end.  Before Vatican Council II, it was 
rather common to have novenas with 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  
Novenas, in those days, were held 
mostly in the afternoon.  No masses 
were then held in the afternoon and 
evening.  Hence, the exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament served as a kind 
of substitute for the masses.

After the liturgical reform of Vatican 
Council II, however, masses are held 
daily in the morning, afternoon and 
evening.  Hence, there is hardly any 
need for having the exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, in as much as the 
holy mass is celebrated right after the 
novena.

We noticed that the novena booklet 
(Perpetual Help Novena) page 19, 
says, “Benediction or Holy Mass,” 
not “Benediction and Holy Mass.”  In 
churches or chapels where no masses 
are held on weekdays, the exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament is right.

In view of this, the pastoral team has 
decided that, if the mass is to follow the 
novena prayers in honor of the Mother 
of Perpetual Help, no exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament will be held.

As for the First Friday devotion of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus we need 
to keep in mind the norms laid down 
by the church regarding holy hours.  
In the Second Instruction “Tres 
Abhinc Annos” 4 May 1967, on the 
implementation of the Constitution 
on	 the	 Sacred	 Liturgy,	 it	 says:	 It is 
necessary that when the exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament is 
solemn and prolonged, it should be 
begun at the end of the Mass in which 
the host to be exposed has been 
consecrated.

Thank you.
Pastoral Team

Random Thoughts...from page 2
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It takes two weeks to lead my mother 
to the right response.  “Ah, er, um, Inay, 
may I attend the debut of my classmate?”  
Rarely will she react immediately. She’d 
answer, “I’ll think about it,” and once 
again it’s pakiramdaman time in our 
house.  I needed to raise my antennae 
and catch her in a receptive mood.  
With two weeks’ leeway, I reckoned 
I’d stand a better chance of getting a 
resounding yes from her.  Completing 
school assignments, tidying up my 
room and helping out in the kitchen 
were strict requisites that could not be 
traded off.  On the big night, glowing 
at my handsome escort and with my 
appointed, reluctant chaperones not 
far behind, my mother would send us 
off with a sober thought,

 “Huwag masyadong masaya.”  
Plainly, it means don’t be overly happy.  
Huh? But, why put a limit to happiness?  
Why hold it back?

 To my mother, you stand the risk of 
losing control when you’re too happy. 
When that happens, you’d be an easy 
target,	a	likely	candidate	to	get	into	a	fix	
or get into a tricky situation where you 
could be exposed to danger or worse, 
be the unwilling victim. At the party, 
just when the talking, laughing, and 

Lessons My Mother
Taught Me

By Letty Jacinto-Lopez

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity

Our brother and friend, Jesus Christ, 
obeyed totally his father and our father 
in his life acknowledging his mission as 
Son of God, undergoing his passion, 
crucifixion,	 and	 death	 on	 the	 cross	 in	
Calvary.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is faithful 
to God the Father in the Holy Spirit from 
the beginning of his life as Son of God, 
teaching in the synagogues of Nazareth 
and Capernaum.

	 Jesus	Christ’s	saving	mission	benefits	
the disciples, including us, because he 
promised for those who believe him and 
are baptized that none will be lost of 
those given to him by God the Father. 
Our pursuit of this so-called Salvation 
depends upon our intimate and loving 
relationship with our God.

	 As	 finite	 human	 beings,	 we	 have	
choices and priorities in life.  Because of 
the freedom of choice, we practice what 
we believe is right and good.  At times, 
usually we do not care about something 
that we do not understand; therefore it is 
hard to believe and practice.

 The Holy Trinity (Blessed Trinity) is 
a doctrine of the church.  This doctrine 
teaches that there are three persons 
in one God.  The one God (Yahweh or 
Lord) in the Old Testament is the God 
that the Israelites (Jews) believe in 
and no other.  However, we the New 
Testament people are blessed with 
stories in Jesus’ life which help us 
understand the mystery.  For example, 
during the baptism of Jesus Christ by 
his cousin John the Baptist, we recall, 
“Jesus too was baptized.  Then while he 
was praying, the heavens opened.  The 
Holy Spirit came down upon him in the 
bodily form of a dove and a voice from 
heaven was heard, “You are my Son, 
this day I have begotten you.”  (Luke 
3:21-23)

SUNDAY
GOSPEL REFLECTION
By Fr. Serge Santos, OFM

 It is known that the relationship of 
the Most Holy Trinity is personal and 
intimate.  Christ invites the disciples 
including us to be friends – no longer 
servants – with him.  Praise the Lord, 
we could have Jesus Christ as best 
friend.  We stay united with Jesus Christ 
by obeying his commandments in loving 
God and neighbor (everyone is our 
neighbor).

 Jesus Christ is very personal and 
intimate with us.  He revealed his 
secrets in the Holy Scriptures (secrets 
of his Father) to us as we always have 
God with us (Emmanuel – Incarnation).  
We are all spiritually blessed.  What 
more can we ask for from God?

 Paul in the second reading today 
reminds	us:	(Rom	8:15-17)		“The	Spirit	
himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, 
then heirs with Christ, if only we suffer 
with	him	so	that	we	may	also	be	glorified	
with him.”  As we share with Jesus 
Christ in the cup of passion (suffering 
and death), we also share in the cup of 
glory (Resurrection and Ascension).

 Jesus Christ is present with us in 
the celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
(Holy Mass).  That is why the priest 
who represents Jesus Christ in the 
Holy Mass intones the doxology of the 
Blessed Trinity.

 We must come to appreciate the 
value of praying to the Father through 
the Son in the Holy Spirit.  After all, when 
Jesus taught us to pray he said, “When 
you pray, say “Our Father…”  It has 
been observed that Christianity is not so 
much looking at Jesus as it is looking 
in the same direction with him... that 
is, to the Father.  And so the Trinity is 
indeed a very important mystery for us, 
not just something to believe and then 
we forget.  This great truth should shape 
our attitude toward the three persons in 
God	and	 influence	our	prayer.	 	 Indeed	
the mystery of the Trinity is a very 
personal matter.

 Because we have joined a pilgrimage 
towards a loving, compassionate and 
merciful God, we could always be 
grateful and thankful to God the Father 
and the Son Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit for an intimate and friendly 
relationship with them (hopefully and 
peacefully).

turn to page 5
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dancing were reaching a heady peak, 
a voice within me suddenly emerged, 
“Remember, not too much.”  It was 
my mother’s.  Instinctively, I laughed 
less candidly, drank less robustly and 
danced less exuberantly.  Looking 
down, well, what do you know?  My 
feet were still on solid ground.  Mother 
was right. One could truly enjoy the 
moment without losing one’s head or 
bearing.  My mother’s advice kept me 
safe. I was out of harm’s way, with 
pleasure intact and without any pang of 
guilt. When I slipped into my warm bed, 
I slept soundly, too. To my friend Fe 
Wanner, her mother, Ima Belen, was 
the exponent of simple but profound 
words of wisdom.  She spoke like the 
caressing wind, full of reason and 
discretion, “Tumulong ka sa taong hindi 
makakaganti sa iyo.”  Help someone 
who cannot reciprocate. 

 When I heard her say it, I nearly 
lost it.  In the Filipino vernacular, it 
sounded like something a tough kanto 
(street) boy would crow about. But 
I let the words sink in and I realized 
here was pure compassion.  You go 
past the media attention, the hype, 
and what this material world demands 
because you extended help, expecting 
nothing in return.  When their family 
house was razed to the ground, Ima 
Belen stood among the embers and 
remarked calmly, “Mabuti na lang 
nakapag almusal na tayong lahat.” 
Good thing we’ve had breakfast.  It was 
a nonsensical reminder to her children 
that material wealth does not count 
when you battle the contradictions of 
life.  Dear life and God’s benevolent 
love and generosity are our constant 
blessings.

 My own children had grown bone-
weary	of	my	red	flag	warnings,	too:		Don’t	
let your guard down when traveling, 
pack and lock your own luggage, and 
never carry anything for absolutely 
anyone.  One barkada traveled to a 
famous beach resort for what they 
envisioned as a well-deserved holiday.  
It was a descent to hell.  One girl was 
seized for allegedly transporting 4.1 
kilos of marijuana in her boogie board 
bag. She was sentenced to twenty 
years in prison despite professing 
innocence.  Was she swept by a tide 
of frenzy that surrounded this dream 
holiday? Was she too trusting? Was 
she duped, a victim of circumstances? 
“Mom, this is so you,” my son chuckled 
as he handed a gift book called P.S. 

I Love You.  It was a compilation of 
mothers’ opinion about anything and 
anyone, whether children liked it or not.  
I	picked	the	following:	“Regarding	your	
D in Biology, let me say that sometimes 
a good scare is worth more than good 
advice; 

 I HEAR you have a new heartthrob. 
Keep a clear head. Remember, a person 
in love sometimes mistakes a pimple 
for a dimple; WHEN YOU are angry or 
frustrated, what comes out? Whatever 
it is, it’s a good indication of what you’re 
made of; YOUR RELIGION is what 
you do when the sermon is over; I’VE 
NEVER seen a smiling face that was 
not beautiful; CONGRATULATIONS 
on your new sales 
promotion. Remember that 
true salesmanship begins 
when the customer says 
no; WHEN CRITICIZING 
your employees, you might 
want	 to	 consider	 this:	 First,	
offer a word of praise and 
appreciation. Remember, the 
barber always lathers the face 
before he applies the razor; BE 
SMARTER than other people; 
just don’t tell them so.” Bulls-
eye,	Mom!		Refined	manners,	
impeccable behavior, and a 
sterling character, these are 
a few of the values that our 
parents try to teach and raise 
us with.  But we have to build 

Lessons My Mother...from page 4 on it, piece-by-piece, by assimilation, 
by determination and by courage, with 
empathy, integrity and a complete 
trust in a just and merciful God.  In 
her twilight years, my mother spiced 
everything with mirth and humor. One 
great grandchild approached her and 
asked, “Mamita, are you young or 
old?”  She gave a mischievous smile, 
“My dear, I’ve been young for a very 
long time.”  To Inay, growing old can 
be a marvelous adventure if one only 
remembers that the important word is 
growing.   Brave, noble and dakila, our 
mothers are.  We carry her words in our 
hearts.  More gratefully, we carry her 
heart in ours. 
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BIRTHDAYS
01-Jun-15
Sheree Jane Roxas-Chua
Con-con Santiago
Arlene Lao’
Sphere Roxas Chua 
Gotuaco

02-Jun-15
Lisette Peralta
Mike Yuson
Tricia Lopez
Benjamin Arteficio Jr
Sophia Bonoan
Justin Huang
Radin Ojeda

03-Jun-15
Maita Araneta
Cristina Amador
Kit Roxas
Manuel de Jesus

04-Jun-15
Paquito Tankiang

05-Jun-15
Rosanne Prieto
Susan Chung

06-Jun-15
Eduardo Lopez
Elvira Henares
Tessie Fernandez
Flor Espinosa

07-Jun-15
Jeannette Que
Jenny Molina
Jonathan Cruz
Ginger Castillo
Rey Castañeda

For corrections and 
additions to this list, contact  
Susan at the parish office.

WEDDING BANNS
23-May-15
Rolando Aguilas & Corazon Acero

30-May-15
Eric Rommel Dumlao Jugeta & 
Andrea Marie Pacheco Aguirre, St. 
Alphonsus Mary de Liguori Parish, 
Magallanes Village, Makati City

31-May-15
Rommel R. Panganiban & Maria 
Olivia D. R. Francisco, Sto Domingo 
De Guzman Parish, Basco Batanes

06-Jun-15
Jose Miguel V. Aberin & Jaya 
Patricia Maree De Guzman Tria

14-Jun-15
Paolo Miguel A. David & Angelica 
A. Cellano

19-Jun-15
Carlo Enrico Bleza Lazatin & Marie 
Christina Belen Fuster 

20-Jun-15
Jon Mannermaa Rynning & Ma. 
Dominica Luz C. Advincula

26-Jun-15
Robert Remlan Palma Oteyza & 
Karen Atayza Abadines 

26-Jun-15
John Rex Rama Gutierrez & 
Alexandra Joelle V. Uichico 

27-Jun-15
Ansley James Ayroso Fu & Rina 
Joyce Ong Chung

11-Jul-15
Richard Mejorada Sandoval, Jr. & 
Corinna Serrano Guerrero, St. John 
Bosco, Arnaiz Ave. cor Amorsolo, 
Makati City

18-Jul-15
Eugenio D. Villanueva & Cristina 
Patricia C. Baron, Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, Canturbury St hillsborough 
Alabang Village Cupang Munitnlupa

22-Aug-15
Philip James Serrano Wee & 
Katherine Abano Wee

10-Sep-15
Charles Henry D. Goma & Gelann 
Denise V. Jacildo

20-Sep-15
Wayne Patrick Hsu & Sandra T. Go

26-Sep-15
Jay Dexter Ang Lim & Ana Lisa 
Ayala Abad

Meldy Cojuangco
Connie Gomez
Marilou Arteficio
Ma. Pilar Oledan
Iggy Clavecilla
Cecille Reynoso
Maxima ‘Amah’ Sy
Aurora Gonzalez
Tommy Dy Buncio
Naning Bagabaldo
Remedios Maceda 
Berris
Cedric Castro
Pilar del Gallego

Nena Jalandoni
Victoriano Chung
Erlinda Miranda-
Oledan
Zwei Lopez Gadi
Shallouh Bancil 
Swinnerton
Tony Boy Floirendo 
Jr.
Francisco Tankiang
Cynthia Arms
Felicisimo Alcantara
Rosario de Leon 
Tobias

Gloria Syjuco
Raffy Chan
Edric Co
Peter Soo
Chito San Jose
Ron Jacobs
Nancy Imperial
Johnny Lopez
Lisa Alvendia
Letty Ligon
Norma J. Carlos
Sony Lopez Gonzalez
Shaina Budhrani
Gia Gonzalez

Daniel Lao
Orlando Bernardo
Rolando Sotaso
Cecilio Hidalgo
Victorina Leus
Iya Ocampo
Bernadette Gozali

If you want a name 
added or deleted, 
contact Bernadette at 
the Parish office tel. nos. 
8438830-32. 

Please Pray for the Sick

NOTICE
The Calendar of Saints for the Week can now be viewed online at our 

website www.ssaparish.com

NOTICE
THE NOVENA MASS IN HONOR OF OUR PATRON SAINT ANTHONY 

IS FROM JUNE 4 TO 12 DURING THE 6PM MASS. ENVELOPES 
FOR YOUR INTENTIONS AND OFFERINGS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE 
CHURCH BOXES. DROP THEM IN THE COLLECTION BAGS OR AT 
THE PARISH OFFICE. PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY.THANK YOU!

SUNDAY - MAY 24-15
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 4:00PM - CORO Practice

MONDAY - MAY 25-15
* 8:00AM  -Thrift Shop
*1:00PM  - OFS Formation

TUESDAY - MAY 26-15
* 8:00AM  - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM  - JPIC Hospital Ministry PGH 

Visitation
* 2:00PM  -  Health Care Ministry 

Dancersize “Open to All Parishioners”
* 4:00PM  -  Marian Cenacle Group Prayer 

Meeting

WEDNESDAY - MAY 27-15
8:00AM - Thrift Shop

THURSDAY - MAY 28-15
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM - Health Care Ministry Visitation 

at Rizal Medical Center, Pasig City
* 7:00PM - SYA Prayer meeting

FRIDAY - MAY 29-15
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*11:00AM - Adoration Chapel monthly mass
* 2:00PM - Health Care Ministry Dancersize: 

“Open to All Parishioners”
* 3:00PM - SSAP Employees Monthly mass
* 7:00PM - Household Help Charismatic 

Prayer meeting
* 7:00PM - SYA  Payday Prayer meeting
* 9:00PM - Tig-Awit Choir Practice

SATURDAY - May 29-15
* 8:00AM  - Thrift Shop
* 4:00PM  - VOSA Choir Practice
* 4:00PM  - LUKE 18 Prayer meeting

CALENDAR OF MINISTRIES FOR THE WEEK

02-June-15
Vic and Nanette Puyat

Wedding Anniversary
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LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

MAKATI CITY



The History of the Devotion of 
St. Anthony of Padua in the Philippines

Philippine Diary: 
St. Anthony Shrine in Forbes Park

by Friar Jack Wintz, O.F.M.
(Continuation from last week)

Father Joel explained that 
a nine-day solemn novena 
leads up to the feast of St. 
Anthony (June 13) each year. 
“This novena is very popular,” 
the 38-year-old friar told me. 
“The faithful come in large 
numbers.	 Between	 700	 and	
800	people	attend	each	of	the	
four Masses and devotions 
each of the nine days.” This 
means	that	as	many	as	3,000	
or so people might come 
for Mass on each day of the 
solemn novena. The 6 p.m. 
Mass is designated as the 
daily solemn novena Mass. 
“Of course, on the feast of St. 
Anthony itself, all the four Masses are well attended,” he 
said. In addition to the solemn novena before the feast, 
people can attend during the year the ordinary novenas 
for nine consecutive Tuesdays—and these are also quite 
popular,	affirmed	the	friar.

There are other popular customs associated with the feast 
of St. Anthony, according to Father Sulse. For example, on 
the feast day, there might be an orchestra playing festive 
music after one (or some) of the Masses. Also, there is 
a colorful procession that goes around to a designated 
village in the vicinity of the shrine. The procession goes for 
about 2½ miles, and a statue of St. Anthony is pulled along 
on	a	carosa	 (or	float).	Tables	are	placed	along	 the	 route	
with statues of St. Anthony on them. Another tradition at 
the shrine is the blessing of bread at all Masses during the 
feast day itself.

Another custom that many 
anticipate, most especially 
the workers in the villages, 
is the free breakfast served 
by members of the Secular 
Franciscan Order and the 
Catholic Women’s League. 
These meals, often a great 
blessing for the poor and 
disadvantaged, are served 

each	day	during	the	entire	nine-day	novena	after	the	6:15	
a.m.	Mass	 in	 front	of	 the	church.	Normally,	between	600	
and	700	people	are	served	each	day.	Among	the	workers	
enjoying these breakfasts are maids and gardeners 
employed by the well-to-do, security guards, construction 
laborers and workers in nearby shopping malls, as well as 
taxi and jeepney drivers.

More about Father Joel

Father Joel was born in Pandacan, Manila, but has lived a 
good part of his life on the Island of Samar in the Visayas. 
He was ordained in Santuario de San Antonio, where he 
was later given his present assignment. He also served 
earlier at the St. Anthony Shrine in Sampaloc, Manila, and 
at San Pedro Bautista Parish in San Francisco del Monte.

“St. Anthony is a very 
attractive saint,” said 
Father Joel, “because 
he is a miracle-worker. 
I believe St. Anthony 
became very popular 
because he touched 
and continues to 
touch people from 
all walks of life—
rich and poor, young 
and old, scholar and 
simple person. And 
in contemporary times, many people come to pray to him 
because they feel lost.”
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This is the second part of two articles about the History of 
the devotion to St. Anthony in the Philippines as well as a 
background of our Parish and Church. While the St. Anthony 
church in sampaloc got the inside statue of St. Anthony from 
the church in Intramurous, we got the one outside which is 
now located in our quadrangle.  I hope you enjoy.
Edmund Lim
Worship Coordinator and PPC Vice President
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ACTIVITIES: 
 June 04 - Chaplet to St. Anthony at 5:40PM (First Friday Devotion to Sacred Heart

of Jesus on June 05 and Perpetual Help on June 10, Wednesday will be at 5PM). 
 June 04 – Start of Novena masses at 6PM. 
 Outreach programs c/o Catholic Women’s League (CWL) 

∞ June 04 to 12 - Breakfast for the Poor, 6AM at the Church front parking 
lot. 

∞ June 05 - Mass Baptism 
∞ June 06 – Medical Mission (Parish Center) 
∞ June 08 - Mass Con irmation 
∞ June 10 – Mass Wedding 

 June 06 - Friends of San Antonio (FOSA) Night at 7PM. 
 June 07 - Children’s Day on Sunday 3PM at the Parish Center. Tickets available at 

the Parish O ice 
 June 13 – Fiesta Mass celebrated by His Excellency MOST REV. BRODERICK S. 

PABILLO, D.D.,  Auxiliary Bishop of Manila and followed by 7PM Fiesta Dinner at 
the Parish Center. Dinner tickets available at the Parish O ice. 

 

For more details; 
Please v isit o ur p arish website at 
http://ssaparish.com/ or c all the Parish o ffice a t 
632-843-8832. 

 


