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Top pianist Cecile Licad performs at FrancisFest

CECILE LICAD, the country’s leading international pianist, 
will be the main attraction at the Santuario de San Antonio’s 
annual FrancisFest in honor of St. Francis of Assisi, patron 
of the poor and avid music lover, on Oct. 2, 2015.
   The Curtis-trained Cecile won the Levintritt Award at 
19—as the youngest, the first woman and second Asian to 
top the oldest, the toughest, and the most prestigious tilt in 
America.
   Cecile has played with the New York Philharmonic 
under Zubin Mehta, the London Symphony under Claudio 
Abbado (who was rendered speechless at concert’s end), 
the National Symphony of Washington under Mstislav 
Rostropovich, the Pittsburg Symphony under Andre Previn, 
the London Royal Philharmonic under Charles Dutoit, 
and the Philadelphia Orchestra under Eugene Ormandy. 
Among others who eagerly wielded the baton for Cecile 
were Kurt Masur, Neville Mariner, Michael Tilson-Thomas 
and Pinchas Zuckerman.
   The dreaded New York Times critic Arnold Schonberg, on 
hearing Cecile perform under Mehta’s baton, wrote: “Not 
surprisingly, she had the notes in her agile fingers, but she 
had something more, which the audience responded to 
without a shouting ovation . . . an appealing combination 
of grace and fiery power.” On her concert with Solti, the 

Chicago Sun Times commented: “She can produce great, 
soaring tones in the class of Rachmaninoff himself.” Of a 
recital the same critic wrote: “She is extraordinary—one 
of the great flaming talents that comes along one or two 
times in every generation.” Legions of admirers fill the hall 
at every concert of Cecile in Manila but few seats are taken 
by foreign music lovers.
   At the initial FrancisFest meeting, plans to ensure the 
event’s success were discussed by FrancisFest Chairman 
Amelita Guevara, Parish Priest Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM 
and committee members Edmund Lim, Suzette Gatmaitan, 
Dee Chan, Lourdes de Leon, Girlie Sison, Tina Teehankee 
and Jaime Blanco.

Reprinted with permission.
ENCORE, The Manila Times

July 25, 2015

by ROSALINDA L. OROSA
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St. Alphonsus de Liguori was born on 
September 27, 1696 near Naples, Italy. 
Born first of eight children to virtuous 
and aristocratic parents, he was baptized 
Alphonsus Mary Anthony John Francis 
Cosmas Damian Michaelangelo Gaspar 
de Liguori (better known as just his first 
name of Alphonsus). He was given the 
best education possible but it was in 
writing on moral theology that he excelled 
and received popular acclamation.  His 
greatest work was Moral Theology. It 
became a standard work of Catholic 
doctrine.  
 Because of his contributions to moral 
theology he is considered not only the 
greatest moral theologian of the Catholic 
Church but the “father” of moral theology 
and so was named a Doctor of the 
Church and “Doctor and Prince of Moral 
Theologians” in 1871.
 However Alphonsus didn’t start out to 
be a moral theologian or even a man of 
God. At the early age of 16 he received 
his doctorate in both canon and civil law 
at the University of Naples, Italy and was 
admitted to the bar when he was just 19!
 An excellent lawyer and barrister his 
first loss in court after 8 years of successful 
practice dealt him a devastating blow.  
Humiliated, he fasted and prayed for 3 
days as he underwent a spiritual crisis.
 One day while doing works of charity in 
the Hospital for the Incurables he heard an 

The Joy of the Gospel

“I invite all Christians, everywhere, at 
this very moment, to a renewed personal 
encounter with Jesus Christ.”

All quotes are from The Joy of the Gospel 
– by Pope Francis.

How to have a renewed personal 
encounter with Christ.

Adsum

With this simple word, Mary allowed her 
heart to be drawn into God’s heart. Adsum 
means in Latin “I am present” and it is the 
posture of prayer.  Let this word now lead 
us to to draw closer to Christ.
1. God loves you and is always ready 
to embrace and forgive you.
Like the father of the prodigal son, God 
stands at the crossroads, looking for you, 
hoping you will return to him with your 
whole heart.  God desires that you draw 
near to him.  “Come to me, “ God tells us, 
“I have forgiven you completely.  I love 
you unconditionally.  You will always be 
my child and my mercy is always offered 
to you.”
2. We tend to be distracted from God 
and from love, caught up in selfish 
designs of our own, for we are sinners.
We often do not walk with God in our daily 
lives.  We’re busy about so many other 
matters.  We often do not listen carefully 
to the divine voice which echoes within 
us.  Calling us to do what is good and to 
avoid evil.
 And yet, whenever we seek God’s 
mercy, it is gladly given to us.  God speaks 
to us like this: “I forgive you, you are my 
daughter or son and I love you.  Take my 
hand and walk with me, sin no more.”  
This wonderful hope draws us ever closer 
to Christ.  In him we find joy.
 “Let me say this once more; God 
never tires of forgiving us; we are the 
ones who tire of seeking mercy.”  Pope 
Francis, Joy of the Gospel #3
3. Christ’s self-giving love on the cross 
opens the pathway to love in our own 

RANDOM THOUGHTS
Voices from yesterday and today…

By: Peachy Maramba

ST. ALPHONSUS MARIE DE LIGUORI  
Founder Of The Redemptorists; 

Doctor Of The Church
1696-1787
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SUNDAY
GOSPEL REFLECTION

By Fr. Laurian Janicki, OFM

lives.  By this love, we are being saved 
all the time, saved from our own selfish 
selves.
Pause here in the midst of everything 
and simply turn your heart to Jesus.  Let 
yourself be in his presence and sense 
how near to you he is.
 Like a shepherd cares for his sheep, 
so Jesus Christ cares for you.  In the 
nighttime, when you awaken from sleep, 
turn your heart to the shepherd of your 
soul.  Speak to him as a friend.  There 
is an element of surrender in this just as 
the lamb surrenders to the care of the 
shepherd.  Give yourself over to Christ and 
trust him.  You will not be disappointed.
4. Living in Christ brings us great joy; 
it is, indeed, the only pathway to true 
human happiness and fulfillment.
Let the spirit nudge your heart to be more 
open to encountering Christ in your daily 
life.  Let forgiveness be your first impulse 
when you are wronged.  Let generosity 
drive your decisions.  Learn the art of self-
giving love and you will be on the pathway 
to great happiness.
 As you become the servant of all, your 
own heart will fill with meaning, happiness, 
and peace.  You will be eager to share it 
with others.
 You will soon find a sense of direction 
for your life in the constant turning of your 
heart toward Christ and you will encounter 
him.  Listen to him carefully as he speaks 
to you, and follow his lead.  Invite others 
to also share in the great joy.  It is the joy 
of the gospel.
 In these words, Christ speaks to you:  “I 
love you tenderly and my love is forever.  
Even when you suffer difficulty, imitate my 
self-giving love, and you will be at peace.  
Walk with me and allow me to guide you.”
5. Sustain your faith through life in the 
church, the people of God, the Body of 
Christ.
Drawing close to Christ also draws us to 
one another.  We do not come to mass 
for our own good but in order to donate 
ourselves to the parish.  Let yourself be 
drawn into the Eucharist by the love of 
Christ.
 This will also draw you into greater 
attention to the poor, the suffering, and 
the rejected.  Examine your own life in the 
light of the gospel.  Do you have room in 
your heart for these poor ones who are 
beloved of Christ?
 Because God loved and has forgiven 
you so often and so completely, you must 
now also become someone ready to love 
and forgive no matter what.  As Jesus told 
his disciples after he has washed their 
feet, “I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done to you.” (John 
13:15)

(How to turn your heart to Christ/Pastoral 
planning)



The humanity of a preborn child:
    
A preborn child is a human being even 
in the earliest stages of life. He or she 
should be treated equally and be given 
the same protection as we enjoy under 
the law. He or she deserves the right to 
be born.
 It is, indeed, horrifying when a 
mother terminates the life of her own 
defenseless child. Abortion equals 
murder.
 In America, a native Indian woman 
approached a Chinese medical doctor 
as she wanted to have an abortion. The 
doctor told her: “You can’t do that; it’s a 
criminal act, it is murder!”
 When the doctor saw that he wasn’t 
getting anywhere with this woman, who 
would surely go to another doctor, he 

19-week-old Baby Walter Fretz  (from 7 images that prove the humanity of preborn children 
by Becky Yeh)
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The ABC’s of Catholic Doctrine
by Lianne Tiu

Random Thoughts...from page 2

had a supernatural idea: something like 
the judgment of Solomon.
Doctor: “How many children do you 
have?”
Woman: “Six”
Doctor: “And the eldest, how old is he?”
Woman: “Nine years old.”
Doctor: “Why don’t you want the one 
you are expecting?”
Woman: “Because I can’t feed them all.”
Doctor: “Well look, as for this one who 
is going to be born, no; but bring me the 
nine-year-old, and I’ll kill him for you.”
Woman: “No! No!” (Raising her hands to 
her head.)
Doctor: “But this is the one who eats 
the most! On the other hand, the one 
who is going to be born will hardly cost 
anything, because you will be giving him 
your breast…”
 A preborn child is just as real as 
you and me, created by God out of 
love and made in His image.  Studies 
show that he or she can feel pain and 
can cry inside the womb. The child is 
struggling, suffering, and ‘crying out’ 
terribly inside the womb when he or she 
is dismembered, suctioned, or poisoned 
by abortion. When will we finally wake 
up to this reality?

(Reference: “Bright and Cheerful Homes” by St. 
Josemaria Escriva (Get-together in Valencia 
Nov. 19, 1972); “Abortion” from American Life 
League; “Study Shows Pre-Born Children Cry 
In The Womb” from Christian Communication 
Network )

interior voice saying, “Leave the world and 
give yourself to me.”  Alphonsus realized it 
was God’s way of telling him that he wasn’t 
meant to be a lawyer.  
 After a few years of theological studies 
he was ordained a priest on December 21, 
1726 when he was thirty.  For the next five 
years Alphonsus chose to do missionary 
work among the poorest of the poor of 
Naples.  He came to be known as father of 
the poor.
 On November 9, 1732 Alphonsus 
founded a religious Order of priests 
and brothers - the Congregation of the 
Most Holy Redeemer (Redemptorists).  
Their chief work was the giving of parish 
“missions” – giving sermons, hearing 
confessions, doing spiritual exercises to 
turn people away from sin.
 Alphonsus was a true representative 
of the Gospel spirit of moderation and 
kindness.  He was also a very practical 
writer and his writings were outstanding in 
the practical guidance of souls.  He wrote 
and published about 60 books - all written 
during the half hours he snatched from his 
labors as a missionary.
 Alphonsus was a great Mariologist, 
a great lover of Mary, and had been 
gathering material for his most popular 
book, The Glories of Mary. 
   Alphonsus not only fulfilled his own vow 
to preach about Mary every Saturday 
which he did till the age of 80 but he also 
required the Redemptorists to preach a 
sermon on Mary’s mercy at every mission.
 As a special token of Mary’s love for 
her devoted servant the much-sought-
after famed miraculous picture of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help from 13th century 
Crete was placed in 1866 in the Church 
of St. Alphonsus in Rome.  The Church 
has since been noted for spreading the 
devotion to her as the Mother of Perpetual 
Help.  Go to the Redemptorist Church at 
Baclaran and see a faithful replica of this 
painting.
   Our own Baclaran Church and Magallanes 
Church are run by Redemptorists.
 He died on August 1, 1787 at the 
age of ninety-one and his order the 
Redemptorists won their recognition by 
the Neapolitan state in 1793 (62 years 
after it was founded) and expanded to the 
whole world. He was canonized in 1839 by 
Pope Gregory XVI. 
 He is the patron of vocations and 
charity but known most of all as patron 

of Moral theologians, of vocations and of 
all priests engaged in hearing confession.  
He is also the patron of the sick especially 
those suffering from arthritis and old age 
because he bore so well his cross of 
illness.  He is known as Prince of Moralists 
and Most Zealous Doctor. 

SOURCES of REFEREANCE: All Saints – pp. 329 – 330; 
Book of Saints – Part 4 – pp 20 – 21; Saints of the Modern 
Generation – pp 85 – 94; and others.

St. Alphonsus was unwillingly consecrated as bishop 
of St. Agatha of the Goths in 1762, and was also known 
to be a great musician. Read more on the founder of 
the Redemptorists at our website www.ssaparish.com
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Parish Gears up for Pre-Cana Program
By Mike Gomez

Engaged couples scheduled to join 
hands and hearts in Holy Matrimony at 
Santuario de San Antonio shall soon 
be able to undergo their Marriage 
Preparation (Pre-Cana) seminar with 
the Family and Life Ministry of the 
Parish.
 The Ministry, co-chaired by Doy 
and Jeannie Bitanga and Jaime and 
Karen Blanco, is preparing seminar 
modules based on guidelines set 
by the Catholic Bishops Conference 
of the Philippines (CBCP) and the 
Archdiocese of Manila’s Ministry of 
Family and Life. 
 In line with these preparations, 
select family and life workers from 
SSAP observed the conduct of a Pre-
Cana seminar given to 22 couples 
undergoing marriage preparation at 
the San Alphonsus Liguori Parish 
in Magallanes Village, Makati. This 
seminar was conducted by Magallanes 
Family Ministry heads Jojo and 
Gina Gloria, and their associates in 
EDUCHILD, Jeff and Joy Barreiro, and 
Noel and Inez Gamboa. The module 
on the Sacrament of Matrimony was 
facilitated by Jack and Meg Trinidad.  

 The Pre-Cana seminar is a strict 
requirement for engaged couples 
aiming to marry under the aegis of the 
Catholic Church. It acquaints couples 
with the various issues to be dealt 
with in a marriage, focusing on their 
relationship as husband and wife, as 
well as their duties and responsibilities 
as responsible parents in a Catholic 
family. 
 The marriage preparation or Pre-
Cana seminar is not to be mistaken 
for the family planning seminar that 
municipal and city governments 
require engaged couples to undergo 
prior to the issuance of their marriage 
licenses. This is also not to be 
mistaken for the engaged couples 
retreats or encounter weekends that 
are designed to help couples discern 
if they are truly meant for each other. 
 Prior to undergoing the Pre-Cana 
seminar, the engaged couple needs 
to accomplish all the necessary 
documentation required by the Church 
and undergo a canonical interview by 
the parish priest of the church at which 
they plan to be wed. Through this 
interview, the parish priest ascertains 

Educhild’s Joy Barreiro and SSAP’s Jeannie Bitanga  
oversee a breakout session of the brides-to-be

The HEALTH CARE 
MINISTRY invites all 
parishioners to join 
DANCERCISE every 
Tuesdays & Fridays 
(2-4pm) at the Parish 
Center.

FIRST FRIDAY HEALING MASS

The Health Care Ministry invites all 
parishioners to its Healing Mass:

Date: August 7, 2015, Friday, at 3 
o’clock in the afternoon.

Place: Ground floor of the Parish 
Center.
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Parish Gears...from page 4
that the requisite conditions for valid 
marriage shall all be met before 
allowing the couple to attend the 
seminar and be married in the parish.
 Doy and Jeannie Bitanga are 
assisted by Mike and Monette Gomez, 
who are longtime family and life 
workers with the Archdiocese, and 
have been conducting Pre-Cana 
seminars at the Shrine of Jesus, the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life parish at 
the Mall of Asia compound for the past 
eight years. 
 Abbreviated marriage preparation 
seminars have been given to couples 
participating in mass weddings or 
“Kasalan Bayan” sponsored by the 
Parish, especially during Fiesta 
celebrations. Soon, however, all 
engaged couples wishing to be married 
at Santuario de San Antonio, whether 
they are parishioners or not, will be 
made to undergo in-house Pre-Cana 
sessions conducted by the Ministry of 
Family and Life.

Educhild’s Noel Gamboa and Jeff Barreiro facilitate a  
breakout session for the men

Meg Trinidad expounds on the Sacrament of Marriage
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WEDDING BANNSBIRTHDAYS
2-Aug-15
Marilou Arteficio
Stevie Tambunting
Gabby Tripan
Erika Ty

3-Aug-15
Angel Narciso
Rica Tamesio
Raul Cantada
Rafael B. Sison

4-Aug-15
Rina Santos
Chiara Santos
Girlie Zaldariaga
Efren Teodoro
Dondie de Ocampo
Ana Quintos

Edie Mckenzie
Anton Manotok
Bambi Reyes Javellana
Minggoy Mapa
Caitlin S. Toredesillas
Bernadette Andulte

5-Aug-15
Marge Cinco
Koke Villaflor
Triccie Campos

6-Aug-15
John Lagdameo
Evie Costa
Ricci Jaworski
Friccie Guidotte
Erika Andrea Zuño

7-Aug-15
Babing Abella
Ria Lopez
Gary Grey
Jon Tupas

8-Aug-15
Connie Gomez
James Bitanga
Jay Diego
Billy Trinidad
Selena Fortun
Monique Lopez

For corrections and additions 
to this list, contact  Susan at the 
parish office.

Parish Bulletin

Meldy Cojuangco
Connie Gomez
Marilou Arteficio
Ma. Pilar Oledan
Iggy Clavecilla
Cecille Reynoso
Maxima ‘Amah’ Sy
Aurora Gonzalez
Tommy Dy Buncio
Naning Bagabaldo
Remedios Maceda Berris
Cedric Castro
Pilar del Gallego
Nena Jalandoni
Victoriano Chung
Erlinda Miranda-Oledan
Zwei Lopez Gadi
Shallouh Bancil 

Swinnerton
Tony Boy Floirendo Jr.
Francisco Tankiang
Cynthia Arms
Felicisimo Alcantara
Rosario de Leon Tobias
Gloria Syjuco
Raffy Chan
Edric Co
Peter Soo
Chito San Jose
Ron Jacobs
Nancy Imperial
Johnny Lopez
Lisa Alvendia
Letty Ligon
Norma J. Carlos
Sony Lopez Gonzalez

Shaina Budhrani
Gia Gonzalez
Daniel Lao
Orlando Bernardo
Rolando Sotaso
Cecilio Hidalgo
Victorina Leus
Iya Ocampo
Bernadette Gozali
Guillermo Profeta
Dra. Ofelia Adapon
Soledad T. Consing

If you want a name 
added or deleted, contact 
Bernadette at the Parish 
office tel. nos. 8438830-32. 

Please Pray for the Sick

SUNDAY – AUGUST 2
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 4:00PM - CORO Practice

MONDAY – AUGUST 3
* 8:00AM  -Thrift Shop
* 3:00PM  - OFS Formation

TUESDAY – AUGUST 4
* 8:00AM  - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM  - JPIC Hospital Ministry 

PGH Visitation
* 2:00PM  -  Health Care Ministry 

Dancercise “Open to All Parishioners”
* 4:00PM  -  Marian Cenacle Group 

Prayer Meeting exercise

WEDNESDAY – AUGUST 5
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop

THURSDAY – AUGUST 6
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM - Health Care Ministry 

Visitation at Rizal Medical Center, 
Pasig City

* 7:00PM - SYA Prayer meeting

FRIDAY – AUGUST 7
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*11:00AM - Adoration Chapel Monthly 

mass
* 2:00PM - Health Care Ministry 

Dancercise “Open to All Parishioners”
* 3:00PM – Health Care Ministry First 

Friday Healing Mass
* 6:00PM – Men of the Sacred Heart 

MSH Meeting
* 7:00PM - Household Help 

Charismatic Prayer meeting
* 7:00PM - SYA Payday Prayer
* 9:00PM - Tig-Awit Choir Practice

SATURDAY – AUGUST 8
* 8:00AM  - Thrift Shop
* 4:00PM  - VOSA Choir Practice
* 4:00PM  - LUKE 18 Prayer meeting

CALENDAR OF MINISTRIES FOR THE WEEK

30-Jul-15
Eduardo Teofilo A. Ochoa 
& Maria Carmela M. Delos 
Reyes

04-Aug-15
Josephine Pascual Ramos & 
Victor San Juan Salazar 

09-Aug-15
Robert Andrew Sim & 
Rowena Briz Kyamko

21-Aug-15
Giovanni Bondan Bejarasco 
& Katrina Angela N. Lopez

22-Aug-15
Zandro Lacson Dacumos & 
Shylah Karen Ann Gaviola 
Salvador

29-Aug-15
Manuel Javier Coromina 
& Patricia Angelique E. 
Del Rosario, Villa San 
Miguel Chapel, Shaw Blvd, 
cor Jaime Cardinal Sin St, 
Mandaluyong

01-Sep-15
Mario V. Mercado Jr & 
Michelle Marie Z. Meneses 

04-Sep-15
Lew Carlo C. Lopez & 
Maria Paz Geraldine J. 
Campos

05-Sep-15
Reagan Charloon C. Tapia 
& Jennie G. Joven

08-Sep-15
Arnold Rañez Acesor & 
Karen Joy Nadera Hervera  

13-Sep-15
Bryan Jan Ang & 
Micheleen Pua Subia

18-Sep-15
Jerome Sinjian Estrada II & 
Criselle Santos Mendoza 

19-Sep-15
Karis Liam Johann 
Napa & Maria Isabel 
Francesca Jalbuena, Manila 
Metropolitan Cathedral-
Basilica, Beaterio cor. 
Cabildo St. Intramuros, 
Manila

20-Sep-15
Wayne Patrick Hsu & 
Sandra T. Go

21-Sep-15
Soi Kitaguchi & Catherine 
Andal

25-Sep-15
Cyrus Angelo Alon Castillo 
& April Nerona Cubillan 

27-Sep-15
Mikhail Lew Perez Ver 
& Giselle Marie Santos 
Tioleco 

07-Oct-15
Ashok Kumar Parmanand 
& Ma. Cristina Enriquez 

12-Oct-15
Marlon Ong Olivan 
& Angela Cecilia G. 
Nibungco, Lady of All 
Nations, Bali, Indonesia

15-Nov-15
David Ignacio C. Estacio & 
Bryna Joan M. Guevarra 

21-Nov-15
Gabriel Ramirez & Diana 
Maria Natalia Domingo 
Pineda

23-Nov-15
Matthew Aaron Vail & Jade 
Ann Serafin

23-Nov-15
Juan Antonio M. Maningat 
& Ana Patricia K. Cortes 

28-Nov-15
Andrew P. Agunod Jr & 
Margarita Christina M. 
Ruiz
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LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

MAKATI CITY

Our Latest Chapel, Crematorium and Columbary
in Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon City



On the Saturday of May 23, 2015, from 8-10 am, the level 7 
CCD (Continuing Catholic Development) students (aged 12 
- 14) were blessed to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
for the school year 2014-2015. The confirmandi were fifty-
eight (58) in all, the largest number of recipients in CCD 
history.  The presiding Bishop was His Excellency, the Most 
Reverend Francisco Mendoza de Leon D. D., Auxiliary 
Bishop of Antipolo, and the Concelebrant, our very own 
Parish priest – Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM.
 
Beginning the school year last August 2014, the students 
were prepared for the reception of the Sacrament by basic 
catechetical instruction, immersing themselves more about 
Jesus’ life through Bible reading and film showing, learning 
prayers and doctrine through the aid of their textbook, “The 
Story of Jesus” in the Blessed Are We series, plus lessons 
on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  To assist and enhance the 
students along this path of their religious learning, CCD also 
provided a supplementary program consisting of a one-day 
Recollection, attendance to which was mandatory; and an 
afternoon set aside specifically for talks and discussions 
on the Holy Spirit.   A program of prayer and praying was 
also an integral part of the Confirmation syllabus; and with 
the encouragement of their teachers and the support of the 
CCD committee, the confirmandi translated into action their 
acquired knowledge and faith through their outreach activity 
in ”TOPS”(a facility dedicated to the prevention of juvenile 
delinquency).
 
The elegant and regal apparel of the students (with the 
girls clad in a uniform “off-white” beaded dresses, and the 
boys in their jusi barongs and black trousers) on the rite 

itself, made them both interiorly and physically prepared to 
receive the Holy Spirit in this Sacrament. The confirmandi 
renewed their Baptismal promises with the pledge of support 
by parents and godparents. The “Laying of the Hands” and 
the “Anointing with Chrism” by the presiding bishop, and 
his invocation of “Gifts of the Holy Spirit,” implored our Lord 
God to fill them with his Spirit and seal them with the sign of 
the cross of Christ so that they may obtain everlasting life.
 
The CCD ministry, through guidance of the Holy Spirit, the 
benign pastorship of our parish priest Fr. Reu and all the 
SSAP priests, the dutiful compliance of the students, parents 
and godparents, the unwavering, generous leadership 
of the CCD committee (Lia Te- CCD chairperson, Katty 
Qua and Marivic Ortigas-Borromeo), the cheerful support 
of Leah Azarcon- office assistant, the guidance of CCD 
teachers Nancy Gonewai, Rachelle Wenger, Mimi David, 
Yolanda Lomotan and Marga Gregorio, the staff of SSAP, 
worked together as a team to realize yet another milestone 
in this Confirmation rite.

The beautifully captured photography of Lino Tey, the 
angelic voices of the Lester Delgado choir, the fresh and 
dramatic floral arrangements by Tony Padilla in the venue 
of our very own Santuario de San Antonio parish Church, 
contributed to this most memorable occasion.
 
“By the Sacrament of Confirmation the faithful are more perfectly 
bound to the Church and are endowed with the special strength of 
the Holy Spirit.  Hence they are, as true witnesses of Christ, more 
strictly obliged to spread the Faith by word and deed “(VATICAN 
II, Lumen Gentium, no. 11).”

CCD Confirmation Rites


