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by Jonathan Cruz

In 1584, Pedro Bautista y 
Belasquez arrived in the 
Philippines at the age of 
42. He was a man of many 
talents: he was a famed 
orator in his native Spain, 
a philosophy professor, 
and an excellent musician.  
 
His first assignment was 
to teach music in the town 
of Sta. Ana, Manila (then 
called Namayan and later 
Sta. Ana de Sapa). His 
lessons brought together 
both children and adults alike from the surrounding towns 
and parishes. He later served as Guardian of San Francisco 
de Manila and as parish priest of Lumban, Laguna. By 
1586, he was elected Custos or superior of all Franciscans 
in the Philippines.

During his term, Pedro Bautista and his friars spread over 
hundreds of kilometers from Bulacan to Sorsogon preaching 
the Gospel, evangelizing, and building up Christ’s Church.

He was the moving spirit behind the founding of many 
towns in Morong, Camarines, Laguna, and Bulacan. He 
also rebuilt a stone church in Lumban, Laguna, formed 
a special group for the evangelization of the Japanese in 
Paco, Manila, built a novitiate and convent called Nuestra 
Señora de Monteceli  (then more popularly known as San 
Francisco Del Monte, and now renamed as Santuario de 
San Pedro Bautista in Quezon City),  built hospitals in Los 
Baños and Cavite, and helped establish Colegio de Santa 
Potenciana in Intramuros, Manila. Under his term as Custos 
was the Philippines erected as the Franciscan Province of 
St. Gregory the Great by Pope Sixtus V. His termas Custos 
ended in 1591 and he was assigned again as Guardian of 
Francisco De Manila. He later on resigned from his post but 
continued on as preacher of the convent.
 

Pedro Bautista proved 
to be a very passionate 
and effective preacher. 
His preaching ignited 
the desire of many 
men to serve God as 
priests, even inspiring a 
member of the Governor 
General’s household who 
later on became the first 
Chronicler of the Province. 
He once stood on a stone 
bench and while holding a 
wooden cross in his hand 
asked the crowd, “Does 

anyone want to be a soldier of this band? The Captain is 
Christ.  The Lieutenant is St. Francis, the war is with hell, 
the wages – Glory.”

He was also actively involved with many of the issues 
that plagued Philippine society such as those of the taxes 
or tributes to the colonial government from the natives, 
reports of government abuses, and was consulted by the 
Governor General on different occasions regarding violent 
civil outbreaks and the like. He even “preached a scathing 
sermon on the injustices being committed by the government, 
stating that unless the government policies were changed, 
it would lead to open rebellion (Schoenstein).” In 1593, he 
was sent as a missionary to Japan where he and his fellow 
catechists and missionaries were eventually martyred in 
1597.  We celebrate his feast day on February 5.

 San Pedro Bautista spent nine years in the Philippines 
and in that time, he dedicated his life to building up the 
Church of Christ in as many ways as he could. Let us pause 
and reflect on how we too are building, contributing, and 
sharing the Church with those around us and for the future 
generations.

Sources: “San Pedro Bautista in the Philippines” by Fr. Erwin Schoenstein, 
OFM; “The Life of San Pedro Bautista” by Fr. Andres B. Rañoa, OFM
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Filipina beauty queen Pia Wurtzbach 
made our country proud for winning 
Miss Universe 2015. She is the third 
Filipina to win the beauty pageant after 
more than four decades. But what 
should make us even more proud is 
having a very close relative crowned 
“Queen of the Universe” by the best 
and most prestigious judge, God!  Her 
name is Mary - our Mother! She earned 
the most titles:  “Queen of Virgins,” 
“Queen of Peace,” “Cause of our Joy,” 
“Virgin Most Powerful,” “Virgin Most 
Admirable,” “Queen of all Saints,” 
“Queen of Heaven and Earth,” (to name 
a few) ... and the highest title “Mother of 
God” (which is the root of all her titles). 
 What makes Mary beautiful? It is the 
splendor that comes from her being full 
of grace. Archangel Gabriel recognized 
this fullness while St. Louis Marie 
of Montfort wrote: “God the Father 
gathered all the waters together and 
called them the seas. He gathered all 
his graces together and called them 
Mary.” This fullness of grace physically 
marked the Virgin Mary and made her 
“the most beautiful lady I know,” which 
was the statement of St. Bernadette 
Soubirous to the chief of police of 
Lourdes in 1854. 
 Mary’s beauty is not to be equated 
with the modern material sense of skin 
deep beauty. Her beauty is from the 
light of purity shining within her. Her 
soul is beautiful.  Her winning answer 
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The ABC’s of Catholic 
Doctrine

by Lianne Tiu

Crowning of Mary

by Javier Luis Gomez

was when she said: “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord; let it be done to 
me according to your word.” And as she 
was to be the mother of Jesus, she had 
to be “the most perfect” of all of God’s 
creations, making her the most beautiful 
person in the universe.
 Countless artists from all cultures 
and every age of history have been 
attracted to Mary and have tried to 
portray her indescribable beauty. 
 In the Bible, Mary was addressed by 
St. Elizabeth as “most blessed are you 
among women.” She alone is honored 
by the statement, “all generations shall 
call me blessed.” 
 Our Mother Mary is the only real 
Queen! Her reign is forever. We are 
truly proud of her, for “greater than her, 
no one but God!”
 
(Reference: “Mary’s Beauty” en.mariedenazareth.com; 
Luke 1:38, 42, 48; “Lumen Gentium” (# 59) by 
Pope Paul VI; “Treatise of True Devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin” (# 23) by St. Louis de Montfort; 
“The Way” (# 496) by St. Josemaria Escriva; 
“Church Proclaims Mary Mother of God” by 
Pope John Paul II)

RANDOM THOUGHTS
Voices from yesterday and today…

By: Peachy Maramba

THE CONVERSION of ST. PAUL
c. 5-64:  January 25

Early Life
Born Saul of Tarsus, Paul’s parents 
were Jewish.  Paul’s father was wealthy 
enough to attain Roman citizen status 
even while remaining a strict Pharisee.
 While still a youth the family moved to 
Jerusalem where Paul was educated.  In 
keeping with his strict Jewish upbringing 
Paul’s parents had him instructed 
according to the strict manner of the law 
of our fathers (Acts 22:3) and so that 
he could be well versed in Mosaic law. 
Thus he became an intensely religious 
member of the Jewish Pharisee sect 
which was devoted to study and to strict 
observance of Jewish law.

Becomes Persecutor of 
                      Christians 
 He began to dispute with Christians 
such as Stephen, one of the leaders 
of the Greek-speaking church in 
Jerusalem.  Paul became alarmed at the 
rapid development of the movement.  For 
Paul this meant going to war to protect 
everything that he held dear – the Law, 
the temple, the traditions of his people.
 When Stephen was convicted and 
condemned to die by stoning Paul 
was present and even looked after the 
garments of those Jewish fanatics who 
stoned the first Christian martyr.
 As Paul watched the fateful event he 
made up his mind that the followers of 
Jesus must be destroyed as they were 
dangerous.  Since Paul heard that there 
were a large number of followers of Jesus 
in Damascus he went to the high priest 

In the article “The Beauty of a Strong Sibling 
Relationship” by Lianne Tiu (December 27, 
2015 issue):  Should be: “In the Bible,we 
read about the murder of ABEL by his 
brother CAIN...”

ERRATUM

Happy Birthday Fr. Reu!

This week, we take a quick break 
from all our activities to greet our 
wonderful parish priest, Fr. Reu 
Galoy a very happy birthday. If 
you’re wondering, his birthday was 
on January 26 - and Fr. Reu, his 
brother Franciscans and some 
parishioners came together for a 
little celebration.

Let’s also take a moment to thank 
God for how blessed we are to 
have Fr. Reu guiding the flock of 
San Antonio. A servant who uses 
his talents, Fr. Reu is one who 
has constantly moved to learn 
more and do more. He got his 
Ph.D. in Ministry from the Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago. 
He has served for many different 
parishes and in many different 
capacities for the Franciscans. 
Before coming to San Antonio 
he was Dean of the Franciscan 
School of Theology and President 
of OLAS College.

Above that, he brings to San 
Antonio his skills as a facilitator 
and is talented in bringing people 
together to work for the mission 
of the parish. Undoubtedly he has 
done much to work with the many 
different people from different 
stages and walks of life within the 
parish. No doubt, that at the heart 
of it is his love and compassion for 
people, regardless of where they 
are from and what they can offer. 
With him, the parish continues to 
come to life and grow into God’s 
design for the entire community.

“He who works with his hands is a laborer.
He who works with his hands and his 
head is a craftsman.
He who works with his hands and his 
head and his heart is an artist.” 
― Francis of Assisi
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of the Jews in Jerusalem.  He asked him 
for letters authorizing him to enter the 
synagogues in Damascus, seek out and 
arrest the followers of Jesus and bring 
them back to Jerusalem for trial.

His Conversion
 Some five years after the crucifixion of 
Jesus Paul who was then about 30 years 
old was thus on his way to Damascus 
when God chose that moment to reverse 
his life. 
 At about noon when Paul and his 
companions were almost at the end of 
their journey lightning suddenly struck 
Paul down.  Then Paul heard a voice that 
to him was articulate and distinct though 
not understood by the rest.  “Saul, Saul 
why do you persecute me?” 
 When Paul asked who was speaking 
the voice answered, “I am Jesus whom 
you persecute.  Now get up and go to 
Damascus.  You’ll be told what to do.”
 Paul was dumbfounded.  How can 
this be Jesus?  He had been crucified. 
Impossible. It was as Paul staggered to 
get up that he realized he couldn’t see.  
He was blind!
 His puzzled and bewildered 
companions led him the rest of the way 
to Damascus to the house of a man 
named Judas who lived on Straight 
Street in the center of the city.  There he 
stayed for three days refusing food and 
drink still unable to see. 
 In the meantime Ananias, a wise 
leader in the Christian community at 
Damascus had a vision.  God spoke 
to him and told him to go to Paul.  This 
troubled Ananias as he knew all about 
Paul and he knew that he was trouble for 
the Christians.
 But a divine prompting quelled his 
fears so Ananias sought out Saul.  
Placing his hands on him he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus has sent 
me that you may received your sight and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  (Acts 9:18)
 Then the blindness that had tormented 
Paul both physically and mentally fell 
from his eyes.  Not only did he see again 
but he also understood the truth of what 
he had been doing.
 Saul was baptized and experienced 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  Taking 
the name Paul he began to preach in 
Damascus praising Jesus as the Son of 
God.  People were shocked and amazed 
at his remarkable conversion.
 However because people – both Jews 
and Christians – began to eye him with 
suspicion and mistrust he had to escape 
the city by night by being lowered in a 
basket from the city walls.
 

Every year, Catholic churches around 
the world prepare for Ash Wednesday by 
burning palms, which were blessed during 
the previous year’s Palm Sunday. The priest 
begins the rites by calling the faithful to do 
penance and show mercy. After the palms are 
burned, the ashes are blessed by the priest 
and collected for use on Ash Wednesday. 
Why are ashes from the previous year’s 
Palm Sunday used? 
 “Palm Sunday was when the people 
rejoiced at Jesus’ triumphal entrance to 
Jerusalem. They celebrated his arrival by 
waving palm fronds, little realizing that he 
was coming to die for their sins. By using 
palms from Palm Sunday, it is a reminder that 
we must not only rejoice of Jesus’ coming 
but also regret the fact that our sins made 
it necessary for him to die for us in order to 
save us from hell.”
Why do we use ashes?
 “Blessed ashes have been used in God’s rituals since the time of Moses. Ashes are a biblical symbol of 
mourning and penance. In Bible times, the custom was to fast, wear sackcloth, sit in dust and ashes, and 
put dust and ashes on one’s head. While we no longer normally wear sackcloth or sit in dust and ashes, the 
customs of fasting and putting ashes on one’s forehead as a sign of MOURNING and PENANCE have survived 
to this day.”

In this Year of the Family and the Eucharist, we are invited to kneel down to bring renewal to the family. With 
so many problems stemming from family issues, broken marriages, sibling rivalries, parental abuse, problem 
children, among others, we are called to strengthen our relationships with our family more than ever. This 
Lenten Season, let us mourn together and do penance as a family. 

Penance: Mutual Forgiveness
 Pope Francis in his catechesis said: “The family cannot live well without mutual forgiving. Every act of 
forgiveness repairs the cracks in the house and strengthens its walls.” He says, “If we learn to ask for forgiveness 
immediately and mutually forgive one another, healing the wounds, the marriage is strengthened and the family 

Mourning: Praying and Making 
Sacrifices as a Family
Family prayer not only strengthens each 
family member’s relationship with God, 
but also with each other. It makes each 
family member aware of each ones 
pains, thus are able to share the same 
with each other. Pray about marriage 
problems together; Pray about parental 
problems together; Pray about your 
children together; Pray for the world 
together. 
 Families can also make sacrifices as a 
family and together share in the passion 
of Christ. It doesn’t have to be heavy. The 
whole family can make simple sacrifices 
like going to Mass together or having 
family meals together or doing outreach 
work together throughout the season of Lent. 
 Let us also make the holidays Holy Days as a family, by staying home during the Holy Week and participating 
in Church activities. Join the Way of the Cross, which will be held every Friday starting Feb. 12, attend the 
Vigil on Holy Thursday, Visita Iglesia, Seven Last Words on Good Friday, Easter Vigil on Black Saturday and 
celebrate as a family on Easter Sunday. 

Buling-Buling 2016 Dekada: A Retro Musical Affair
Santuario de San Antonio Parish will be holding its annual 
Buling-buling festival on Feb. 9, 2015 (Tuesday) at the 
Parish Center Social Hall. A mass will be held at the main 
Church before the start of the festivities. JJ Yulo, Antioch 
adult leader, will be master of ceremonies for this year’s 
event. The different ministries will be showcasing their 
talents through song and dance numbers based on this 
year’s theme: Dekada: A Retro Musical Affair. Food stalls 
will also be set up. The festivities will be culminated with 
the burning of the blessed palms, which will be used on Ash 
Wednesday.
 We would like to invite all the families to join the SSAP 
community for Buling-buling and as a community prepare 
for the season of Lent.  From then on this former enemy 

and tormentor of Christians became 
one of their foremost promoters.  
His innumerable letters, travels and 
theological insights helped to shape 
the early Christian communities in the 
Mediterranean.
 
 Paul although not one of the 12 
disciples of Jesus became known as 
the most important of the Apostles as 
his teachings during “his extensive 
missionary journeys helped extend 
Christianity from Jewish Palestine to 
the gentile world of the Roman Empire.  
He also helped to make the Church a 
universal institution.”

SOURCES of REFERENCE: A Calendar of 
Saints – p. 23; Butler’s Saint for the Day – 
pp. 38 – 40; Book of Saints – Part 8 pp. 12 
– 13; and others.

References:
http://prayerbookforreligious.blogspot.com/2011/03/palms-to-ashes-rite-of-burning-palms.html
http://www.ewtn.com/library/ANSWERS/ASH_WED.htm
http://www.familiam.org/famiglia_eng/church/00004309_Pope_Francis.html

PREPARING FOR LENT: A FAMILY AFFAIR
By: Marie Tycangco

PREPARING FOR ASH WEDNESDAY

PREPARING AS A FAMILY

PREPARING AS A COMMUNITY

home gradually becomes more solid, capable of resisting the shock 
of our small and great wickedness. Now, that does not require a big 
speech, but just a caress: a caress and everything is finished and 
starts again.” Buling-Buling 2014 Buling-Buling 2015



76

January 31, 2016Parish Bulletin

SUNDAY  -  JAN. 24
* 8:00AM  -  Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM  -  CCD Sunday Religion Class
* 4:00PM  -  CORO Practice

MONDAY  - JAN. 25
* 8:00AM  -  Thrift Shop
* 8:00AM  -  Livelihood Assistance 
Program at St. Francis Friendship Home
* 3:00PM  -  OFS Formation

TUESDAY - JAN. 26
* 8:00AM   -  Thrift Shop
* 8:00AM   -  Livelihood Assistance 
Program  at St. Francis Friendship Home
* 9:00AM   -  CWL FREE Breakfast & 
Clinic
* 9:00AM   -  JPIC Hospital Ministry 
PGH Visitation 
* 2:00PM   -  Health Care Ministry 
Dancercise “Open to All Parishioners”
* 4:00PM   -  Marian Cenacle Group 
Prayer Meeting

WEDNESDAY - JAN. 27
* 8:00AM -  Thrift Shop
* 8:00AM -  Livelihood Assistance 
Program at St.Francis Friendship Home
* 4:00PM -  CCD Religion Class

THURSDAY - JAN. 28
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 8:00AM -  Livelihood Assistance 
Program  at St.Francis Friendship Home
* 9:00AM -  Health Care Ministry 
Visitation at Rizal Medical Center, Pasig 
City
* 7:00PM -  SYA Prayer Meeting

FRIDAY   -  JAN. 29
* 8:00AM -  Thrift Shop
* 8:00AM  -  Antioch weekend
* 8:00AM -  Livelihood Assistance 
Program at St.Francis Friendship Home
* 2:00AM -  Health Care Ministry 
Dancercise “Open to All Parishioners”
* 7:00PM -  Household Help Charismatic 
Prayer Meeting
* 9:00PM -  Tig-Awit Choir Practice

SATURDAY - JAN.30
* 8:00AM  -  Thrift Shop
* 8:00AM  -  Antioch Weekend
* 4:00PM  -  VOSA Choir
* 4:00PM  -  LUKE 18 Prayer Meeting

CALENDAR OF MINISTRIES 
FOR THE WEEK

Meldy Cojuangco
Connie Gomez
Marilou Arteficio
Ma. Pilar Oledan
Iggy Clavecilla
Africa and Cecile Reynoso
Maxima ‘Amah’ Sy
Aurora Gonzalez
Tommy Dy Buncio
Naning Bagabaldo
Remedios Maceda Berris
Cedric Castro
Pilar del Gallego
Nena Jalandoni
Victoriano Chung
Erlinda Miranda-Oledan
Zwei Lopez Gadi
Shallouh Bancil Swinnerton
Francisco Tankiang
Cynthia Arms
Felicisimo Alcantara
Rosario de Leon Tobias
Gloria Syjuco
Raffy Chan
Edric Co

Peter Soo
Chito San Jose
Nancy Imperial
Johnny Lopez
Lisa Alvendia
Letty Ligon
Norma J. Carlos
Sony Lopez Gonzalez
Shaina Budhrani
Gia Gonzalez
Orlando Bernardo
Rolando Sotaso
Cecilio Hidalgo
Victorina Leus
Iya Ocampo
Bernadette Gozali
Guillermo Profeta
Dra. Ofelia Adapon
Soledad T. Consing
David Lu
Fr. Hugh Zurat OFM
If you want a name added or 
deleted, contact Bernadette at the 
Parish office tel. nos. 8438830-32. 

Please Pray for the Sick

LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

MAKATI CITY



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please bring your blessed palms 
of last year to the parish lobby 

guard office. These will be burned 
at the Buling-Buling celebration on 

Tuesday, February 9 and used on Ash 
Wednesday, February 10.

Feast of St. Blaise
(patron saint of throat ailments)

February 3, 2016 (Wednesday)
Blessing of throats in all masses.

Feast of the 
Presentation of the 

Lord/Candlemas
February 2, 2016 

(Tuesday)
Blessing of candles in 

all masses.


