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We Care Because We Pray

Gratitude of a
Volunteer by Gerry Reyes, OFS

“Let us all love the 
Lord with all our heart, 

all our soul, with all 
our mind, and all our 

strength and with 
fortitude and with total 
understanding, with all 
our powers, with every 
effort, every emotion, 

and every wish.”

St. Francis of Assisi.

Having been professed into the OFS in December, 2014 
after about 2 years of formation, my daily constant prayer 
goes this way... “Lord, thank you very much for continuing 
to allow me to know You more, to love You more, and to 
serve You more, with my whole heart, soul, mind, body, 
strength and spirit. And thank you so much for continuing 
to help me love my brothers and sisters the way you love 
them and the way I love myself.”

Through my OFS formation, my desire and motivation to 
more and more know about my God and who He is and 
has been in my life, has been invigorated.

In my quest to satisfy my yearning to know more about 
Him, I have come to realize more and more about God’s 
greatness, His infinite mercy, His boundless love and 
selfless sacrifice of Himself to atone for our sins, and most 
important of all, His magnificence and paternal love for me 
and for all of us.

Realizing how much He loves me with His unfailing 
presence in my life especially during my most bleakest 
hours and times, I am filled with emotions of love and 
gratitude for Him that I am most willing and able to seek 
out ways and means to serve Him by serving my brothers 

and sisters, especially the most neglected and less-
fortunate ones who are His people, God’s people.

It is with my utmost gratitude to Him and the indescribable 
joy I experience when serving and loving my brethren in 
obedience to our Lord’s two greatest commandments, 
from which stems all His other commandments.

It is therefore my privilege and honor, and in all humility, 
to volunteer my service in God’s work for the benefit of 
His Church and His people, which is the least I can do to 
acknowledge His presence and super-active love, mercy, 
and compassion He showers unto me and my family.

Not my will, but Your will my Lord. Everything I do is for 
Your honor and glory.  Lord, I love you so much!!!
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As Catholics, we are all humbly called to serve. But never 
have I imagined that serving in prison will ever be in my list.
 
Before the first day of our service, we were given precautionary 
instructions which made me feel more scared than secured—
instructions that reminded me that they are criminals, thieves 
and sinners. In my mind, they are individuals behind bars 
who have gotten too greedy or too selfish to think of what 
is right. My preconception is that these are individuals who 
have thought only of themselves, robbing their sons and 
daughters of a father, robbing husbands and wives of a life 
partner. I entered the detainment grounds thinking that these 
individuals need to be converted. One incident changed all 
my preconceptions and converted me. 

I attended mass at Makati City Jail for the first time in 2013. 
The volunteers, me included, went to the chapel ahead 
of time to prepare for the mass. Line by line, in an orderly 
manner, the inmates started to arrive. As the room started 
to fill, I could feel the mix of emotions in the chapel masked 
by the smiles on the inmates faces. The mass started out 
solemn, just like any other until we sang the Lord’s prayer. 
When it got to the part where they asked for forgiveness, 

tears rolled down their eyes as they raised each other’s 
hands. Louder, stronger and full of love, they sang:

“At patawarin mo kami sa aming mga sala,
Para nang pagpapatawad namin sa nagkakasala sa amin

At huwag mo kaming ipahintulot sa tukso,
At iadya mo kami sa lahat ng masama.

Amen.”

I am surrounded by inmates who are vulnerable, afraid, and 
who are seeking God. At that point, I heard God’s call to 
serve. To share my time, talent and treasure to those who not 
only need food, but more importantly need God in their lives. 
I am grateful to be God’s instrument of his love in prison. 
Every smile, every “thank you, po”, and every conversation 
has been meaningful and had touched my life in ways no 
other experience can give. 

As a form of gratitude for the invaluable experiences, I had 
spent most of my birthdays (which fall on December 24) with 
inmates. For there is no greater gift I can receive than the 
graces of untainted love, sharing and compassion. 

Call to Serve
By Alexandra Li



3

April 10, 2016

Santuario de San Antonio Pastoral Team
Fr. Baltazar A. Obico, OFM, Guardian, Parochial Vicar
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM – Vicar Provincial, Parish Priest,  
Vicar and Busar
Fr. Efren Jimenez, OFM - Guest Master
Fr. Jesus Galindo, OFM – Makati Medical Center Chaplain
Fr. Serge Santos, OFM - Resident Friar
Fr. Laurian Janicki, OFM - Resident Friar
RDIP - PB Editorial Team & General Information
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Head, RDIP-PB
Marilou Consing – Editor in Chief
Javier Luis Gomez - Assistant Editor
Earl Leonard Sebastian - Assistant Editor
Hannah Roa - Assistant Editor
Jonathan Cruz - Assistant Editor
Marie Tycangco - Assistant Editor
Jeannie Bitanga – Website Administrator
Edward Lu – Art & Design
Colorplus Production Group Corp. – Production
Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center Office 
Tel. nos. 8438830-31
Email: ssap_info@yahoo.com
Website: www.ssaparish.com
Website email: webi@ssaparish.com
Foundation website: www.santuariodesanantonio.org
Parish Pastoral Council 
Edmund Lim, KHS – President
Cristina Teehankee – Vice President
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Secretary

In today’s world of instant gratification, 
do we accept the difficulties of life as 
something we should be grateful for? 

The first words we learn to say aside 
from “mama” and “papa,” are “please” 
and “thank you.” Feelings of gratitude are 
triggered off by the receipt of something 
good. We are grateful for the food we eat, 
the things we accumulate, the children 
we have, and the success we achieve.

But is gratitude limited to the good 
things we receive in this world? When 
you lose someone you love, or work 
under oppressive conditions, or suffer 
from an illness, can you be grateful? 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 says “Give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
To give thanks for pain or tragedy is 
something we cannot do without the 
power of the Holy Spirit. The natural 
response to difficult situations is anger 
or bitterness.  But with faith, even if it be 
as small as a mustard seed, we will be 
able to endure all with the light of hope.

So when you feel that things are not 
working out in your life, pray and if you 
are praying, pray even more and be 
grateful for all experiences in life – even 
the most difficult ones.

Gratitude during Difficulties
By Nena Rosales

Give thanks to the Lord, for 
he is good, for his steadfast 

love endures forever. Give 
thanks to the God of gods, 

for his steadfast love endures 
forever. Give thanks to the 

Lord of lords, for his steadfast 
love endures forever; to 

him who alone does great 
wonders, for his steadfast love 

endures forever; to him who 
by understanding made the 

heavens, for his steadfast love 
endures forever

(Psalm 136:1-26)

Attitude of Gratitude:

Road to Happiness by Diane Pangilinan

I always ponder about my life – may it 
be about the past, present or future – 
before shutting my eyes almost every 
night.  One late night, I remembered 
a professor who asked the class 
what we will really do when we 
grow up.  Are we to work in a design 
firm, construction management, or 
anything one might expect which 
is related to architecture?  To tell 
you the truth, I did not choose any 
of those.  I spent three years of my 
student life in the field of architecture.  
But I couldn’t tell the class that I was 
certainly going to be an architect.  
Slowly and nervously speaking the 
truth, I told everyone that it doesn’t 
matter if I become an architect or not.  
When I grow up, in whatever I do, I 
simply just want to be happy.

Many people seek happiness.  
But what they don’t understand 
is happiness is always linked 
to gratefulness.  Negative 
circumstances might blind us with 
the abundance of blessings we are 
receiving every single day.  So try to 
leave your thoughts once in a while 
and open your hearts, you might 
be surprised with the realization on 
how you made it to that very place 
where you are standing right now – 

certainly not without the help of the 
people around you and God.

Yes. I would not make it this far without 
the people around me and God above.  
Only 26 days are left before I stand in 
the stage of Philippine International 
Cultural Complex for graduation I have 
not yet formally given credit to whom it 
belongs especially to the family outside 
our home that I cherish most, my CWL 
Family.  This family has always believed 
in my abilities, may it be related to 
leadership or creativeness, which I 
never felt in school.  I learned to love 
the experience of charity, too, through 
the activities us scholars did together.  
I learned to share, to communicate, to 
lead and to listen.  During meetings, 
I am never afraid to ask and make 
mistakes because CWL is about 
unending support and understanding.  
To my CWL Family, you are one of 
the greatest creations of God.  You 
will always be a reason that if I am to 
be asked if I am happy right now, I will 
undoubtedly answers yes.

*Diane Pangilinan is a graduating student of the 
College of Architecture, Polytechnic University 
of the Philippines.  She was accepted to the 
CWL Scholars Circle in 2008 when she was a 
high school student.  She served as leader of 
the circle during SY 2014-2015.
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The Single Young Adults (SYA) community discerns a team twice a year.  The members 
of the Team will be the ones to give the retreat talks and will also serve the community 
six months following it. Team 30 served their community from October 2015-March 
2016.  The ladies of the team share their experience of walking together in their faith 
journey:

Veron: Being on Team taught me how to have a heart of a true servant. I spent a 
couple of years focusing on myself. The last six months made me rediscover my 
heart that is shaped for service to others. Serving the SYA community brought me 
closer to God. I leaned on Him when things went awry, when my patience ran out 
and when I got overwhelmed by too much stuff to do. It taught me that God will 
provide. He always will.

LC: It has been a big blessing for me to be part of Team 30. When I said yes 
to be Team 30, I never knew I could share as much of myself to others 
and to seek my faith as much as I did when I wrote and gave my talks.  
Given the opportunity to serve God and our faith family through various 
activities, I realized how I have grown my faith and my relationships 
with other people.  It made me seek and be amazed of God’s miracles 
in our everyday lives.

Helene: My experience serving the SYA community was a roller 
coaster ride. It made me see things in a different perspective and 
brought me closer to God. Looking back, I noticed a great difference in 
how I deal with difficult situations and people. Serving the community 
is learning to love and accept people the way they are. It was indeed, 
a life changing experience.

Our Parish is blessed this year as 
we have 11 new ministers to help 
in giving Holy Communion.  They 
have undergone the EMHC Basic 
Formation seminar at the Arzobispado 
Chapel in Intramuros last January 23, 
2016 and the Doctrinal Formation at 
the San Carlos Seminary Formation 
Complex in Guadalupe last February 
27, 2016.  

They were installed by our Parish 
Priest, Fr. Reu Galoy, last March 12, 
2016 at the 6pm mass.  

Our new Eucharistic Ministers are:

1. Augustus Abiog
2. Earl Sebastian
3. Johan Ferrer

4. Douglas Rodriguez
5. Dennis Co
6. Jerry Tiu
7. Roberto Santos
8. Roland Tan
9. Rocky Chan
10. Henry So
11. Dr. Victor Endriga

We are always on the lookout for men 
who would like to share their time to 
the Lord and serve as a lay minister.  
For any concerns or questions, 
please email menofsacredheart@
gmail.com.  Or please fill up an 
EMHC application form at the Parish 
Office c/o Bernadette.

Congratulations to our new ministers 
and welcome to the EMHC family!

New EMHC Installation March 12, 2016

Team 30 Experience
(a collaboration by SYA Team 30: Veronica Silagpo, LC Fernandez & Helene Uy)
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Every Sunday during the 1030 am mass, a classroom full 
of 4-7 year olds gather together  at the parish center for 
Magnifikids, a program under the Family and Life Ministry.  
It is a class where kids learn about the Sunday Gospel 
through fun activities like arts and crafts, story telling, 
games, song and dance.

As a volunteer teacher, I have witnessed how the above 
verse is made concrete through this program. Jesus 
indeed calls on everyone as His beloved children.

In a world where media and popular culture greatly 
influences the mindset and the lifestyle of even kids, it is 
very refreshing to have children equally talk about Easter 
as Christ’s resurrection and the egg hunt and bunny with 
so much gusto!

In a universe of violence and uncertainty, it is amazing that 
kids without hesitation sing the sorry song and reflect and 
pray for mercy for their sins.
Sure, these kids are not angels 100 % of the time. 
Sometimes they fight, call each other names and refuse 
to share crayons but in the end they make up, play and 
pray together.

As I end each class with these amazing kids, I am 
reminded to be childlike.... loving and forgiving. They are 
truly gifts of our Lord not only to their families, but to our 
church as they serve as inspiration of love, joy, peace and 
hope to our imperfect lives.

LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME
By Karen Blanco

“LET THE CHILDREN COME 
TO ME.... and do not hinder 

them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.”

Mark 10:14
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CONTINUING  
CATHOLIC  
DEVELOPMENT (CCD) 

 
 

Parish Office, Santuario de San Antonio Parish,            
Forbes Park, Makati City 

 

Enrollment is Ongoing 
for SY August 2016 - May 2017! 

 

    
   We are accepting applicants in the following levels:  
 

           RECEPTION:  5 - 6 year olds 
LEVEL 1:    PRE-FIRST COMMUNION: for 6 - 7 year olds  
LEVEL 2:    FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: for 7 - 8 year olds  
LEVEL 3:    8 - 9 year olds 
LEVEL 4:    9 - 10 year olds 
LEVEL 5:    10 - 11 year olds 
LEVEL 6:    PRE-CONFIRMATION: for 11 - 12 year olds  
LEVEL 7:    CONFIRMATION: for 12 - 13 year olds  
Club8+ :    YOUTH GROUP FELLOWSHIP: for 13-16 yrs. 

    
For inquiries, please call or visit LEAH AZARCON at the 
CCD O�ce: Tel. 843 8834   Tuesdays to Sundays 
Email:   ccd.o�ce.ssap@gmail.com          
Mobile:  0917 819 3542 

Health Care Ministry

Dancersize

Tuesdays & Fridays 2:00 - 4:00pm  |  Parish Center
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“OUTSIDE VIEWING PACKAGES AVAILABLE”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800

LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

MAKATI CITY
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