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We Care Because We Pray

As members of the various ministries, we personally receive 
heartfelt and tear-jerking “Thank You’s” and so many 
heartwarming letters of gratitude from our beneficiaries 
and the parish community. These little but meaningful acts 
of gratitude inspire us to continue our mission to serve 
and reaffirm us of our purpose as servants of God. With 
great pride in the magnitude of assistance our parish is 
able to extend to the various communities and ministries, 
in the all-out effort poured out by Fr. Reu and our parish 
pastoral council in the preparation of every parish activity 
to provide the best experience to our parishioners, and 
in the dedication of all parish volunteers to 
their respective ministries, we would like to 
share some stories from our beneficiaries and 
parishioners, who through your support and 
love offerings have brought light into their lives. 

God has given us bountiful blessings that we 
are called to give back to those who are most 
in need and to serve in the best way we can. 
These words of gratitude from our parishioners 
and beneficiaries fuel us to carry on. When we 
see the output of our efforts ---the smiles on 
the faces of those who we are able to serve, 
the tears that roll down their eyes as they 
share their stories, the warm hugs that replace 
unspoken words and the knowledge we are 
able to impart, the fulfillment is beyond words, 
immeasurable. 

We’d like to invite you to share in this experience 
of gratitude for the countless blessings we 
receive everyday. We are called to contribute 
our time, talent and treasure by volunteering 
or by providing financial support to our parish 
and its various ministries. You can send a 
college student to school through our SSAP 

Scholarship Foundation, help the inmates of Taguig City 
Jail and Makati City Jail seek justice and start life anew, 
save and provide a brighter future to cancer stricken 
children in PGH, support a friar’s education to priesthood, 
teach catechism to kids through CCD and Magnifikids, 
mentor engaged couples through the pre-cana program, 
and build various churches in poor communities, among 
others. For volunteers or donations, you may get in touch 
with the ministry heads through the parish office at 843-
8830. Find a ministry for you and make a difference!

by Marie Tycangco
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MorE ThAn Enough 
by Nikki L. Nacario (Punlaan School, SY 2013-
2015)

What more could I ask for, if what was 
given to me was more than enough? I 
am not lucky; I am blessed as one of the 
SSAP scholars. Being part of it is such a 
wonderful gift. They provided my tuition, 
transportation and food allowances that 
enable me to pursue my studies. Aside 
from financial support, they enhance our 
moral and spiritual values by conducting 
catechism, English tutorials, cluster 
groupings, parish involvement, mini 
workshops, recollections and many 
other things. It’s not only our flesh that 
has been nourished but more so, our 
soul. I am grateful that there are people 
like the ones in the SSAP Scholarship 
Committee, who are truly dedicated and 
compassionate in guiding and in helping 
the scholars to be better Christian citizens 
(Kristiyanong Mamamayan). What they 
have done for us is truly remarkable. I 
can really say that this program is one 
of a kind and is a channel of God’s love. 
Being grateful does not end in saying 
“Thank You,” it is about giving value to 
what is given and putting into practice 
the things that they have been taught. 
Now that I am working as a cook in Cafe 
Mary Grace, I appreciate the program 
more. What they have imparted to us 

is so useful in my daily life. It helps me 
manage my time and my money properly 
and to set my priorities accordingly. I 
will always be proud to say that once 
in my life, I became part of the SSAP 
Scholarship Program.

grATiTudE oF BEnEFiCiAry
by Jeffrey B. Pacio (Don Bosco, SY 2007-2008)

I studied to become a Fitter Machinist 
at Don Bosco Makati, with the help of 
the SSAP Scholarship Program. The 
program not just helped me financially but 
also spiritually and mentally. Two months 
after I graduated, I was able to look for 
a job. I worked in RJH Consultancy, 
Inc., a company that conducts training 
for seafarers. In that company, my 
ambition to become a seafarer started. 
As I stare at our students during their 
training, I told myself, “If they were able 
to become marine engineers and work 
on international ships, I think I can also 
do it.” That moment pushed my desire in 
continuing my studies. I took up Bachelor 
of Science in Marine Engineering at 
the University of Cebu Lapu Lapu and 

Mandaue and graduated Cum Laude 
last April 2014 and passed the Marine 
Engineer Licensure Examination last 
August 2014. I am now a registered 
Marine Engineer.

I would like to thank SSAP Scholarship 
Program and to all who helped and 
guided me to achieve this success. I 
would not have achieved this without 
your intercession. THANK YOU!!! 

A SCholArShiP ProgrAM WiTh 
FivE STArS
by Aprilyn Joy Zaraspe, (MICARS, SY 2014-
2016)
 

“Education is everything. Education 
is how you will make something of 
yourself,” say the committee members 
during the interviews. It is not all about 
giving out money. It is about active and 
consistent participation in the activities 
for self-improvement and spiritual 
growth. 

What makes me say that this is “A 
Scholarship Program with Five Stars”? 
It’s because of the generosity of the 
volunteers in sharing their time in 
attending and guiding the scholars 
throughout the year. How lucky the 
scholars are indeed! They just don’t 
get financial support; they also have 
real patrols on the tracks. The people 
behind the program love Jesus very 
much. I can say this because they 
have spacious rooms in their hearts for 
others.

grATiTudE BEyond WordS
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A couple’s ultimate 
preparation for a Catholic 
marriage involves getting 
the right spiritual and 
emotional guidance and 
support from family, friends, 
and more importantly, from 
the couple’s parish through 
its Pre-Cana Program. This 
program enables couples 
to get to know more 
about one’s self and their 
partners, about marriage 
and the importance of 
communication, and about 
planning and raising a 
family.

Although our wedding celebration is 
set to happen sometime in 2017, we 
had the privilege to be part of Santuario 
de San Antonio Parish’s Pre-Cana 
Program as early as March 2016; and 
while attending a Pre-Cana Program 
is mandated by the Catholic Church, 
we nevertheless deemed it important 
and necessary to attend one as soon 
as possible in order to profoundly and 
holistically prepare us for our marriage 
(which is a lifetime commitment), and 
more important than preparing and 
getting the right suppliers for a one-day 
celebration.

Fortunately, SSAP’s Pre-Cana 
Program is administered by real-life 
couples, who have devoted their time 
to share with us their experiences as 
married couples and as parents. It 
was during this program that we were 
able to discern and understand what 
marriage entails, its complications 
and how to resolve marital problems, 
as well as the different techniques in 
planning a family and raising children. 

As in every relationship (in whatever 
form it takes – family, romantic, 
friendship, business etc.) we all know 
that communication plays a great 
role, not just in resolving conflicts 
and problems, but also in making our 
relationships work and grow. However, 
sometimes it is what we know that 
we tend to forget and practice; and 
this Program allows us to realize just 
that—that proper and continuous 
communication between couples (and 
among parents and children) is key to 
building a healthy relationship.

So for couples who are engaged to 
be married, while we make an effort 
to prepare the physical aspects of the 
big day, let us not forget to also make a 
conscious and serious effort to prepare 
spiritually and emotionally for marriage, 
a lifetime commitment not just with our 
spouse but with God as well.

A Holistic Preparation Before 
Saying I Do By Maria Monica D. Hipolito
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Communities all over the world gathered in 
darkness. In that darkness, a fire was lit and 
that flame was shared around until candle 
lights filled the church. Our parish priest, Fr. 
Reu, for his part, lighted a new Easter candle. 
Acting in the persona of Christ, he carried the 
newly lit paschal candle and brought the light 
of Christ.  It is Jesus Christ alone who dispels 
the darkness of our lives.  He is the source 
of love, light and goodness in our lives.  A 
song of exultation was then sung proclaiming 
that Christ is the light. There in the light of 
Christ we read the story of salvation how God 
rescued us from the power of sin and death. 
The God who created us, who led a chosen 
people out of slavery raised Jesus from death. 
Alleluia! He is Risen! We rejoice! The church 
bells rung as mighty drums rolled to proclaim 
the glory of the Resurrection.

The Easter vigil celebration in Santuario 
de San Antonio was truly awesome. It 
conveyed a message of joy, love, hope and 
gratitude in the context of God’s mercy and 
compassion. The music lovingly selected by 

our choirmaster, Amelita Guevara, added 
more depth and solemnity to the celebration. 
Father Reu, not to be outdone, had his share 
of shining moments. His initiative to bring 
in new members to our church, the body of 
Christ, through the liturgy of the word and 
the liturgy of baptism elicited gratitude from 
parishioners. 

My congratulations to the parish pastoral 
council and all the ministries and other 
volunteers involved in staging such a 
celebration. The festivities would not have 
been possible in a manner worthy of the 
greatest feast of our faith were it not for hard 
work, dedication and support. The experience 
of the Resurrection left in us a feeling of 
gratitude for God’s unconditional love, caring, 
mercy and compassion. 

We are an Easter people and Alleluia is our 
song. Let us now sing Alleluia in this life so 
that we can sing it one day with gratitude and 
love in the life to come. 

31 March 2016

Dearest Amelita,

What would I give for words 
if only words would come. I 
followed the passion, the death 
and the glorious resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ through the 
expressive singing of the choir. 
Each song is a prayer, each song 
tells a story. My heart inflamed 
with love and my cheeks were 
wet with tears. Long, long shall 
the radiance and melodies of 
our Easter Triduum linger in my 
heart. 

Thank you Amelita. Thanks to 
the choir. Their songs enhanced 
the Easter celebration and 
they increased our fervor. It is 
a trained choir with the most 
exquisite repertoire under the 
baton of Amelita D. Guevara.

Affectionately Yours, 
Eda

Magandang  araw  po! Ako po si Fe Manahan 
na lubos na nagpapasalamat sa pamunuan 
ng Hospital Ministry ng Santuario de San 
Antonio Parish sa napakalaking tulong na 
naibigay nila sa aking asawa na si Alexander 
Manahan noong siya ay nagdadialysis pa. Ang 
aking asawa ay nagkaroon ng sakit na Chronic 
Kidney Disease na umabot na sa end stage. 
Nang dahil po sa tulong ng inyong ministry sa 
mga gamot at pang - dialysis ay nadugtungan 
ang buhay ng aking asawa. Ngunit  marahil ay 
hanggang doon na lang ang kanyang buhay at 
s’ya ay kinuha na ng Maykapal.

Nasabi ko sa aking sarili na sa lahat ng 
kabutihang nagawa sa aking pamilya ng 
ministry na ito, ako ay babalik sa PGH upang 

kusang-loob na magvolunteer  sa mga taong 
tumulong sa amin. Mula noon hanggang 
ngayon ako ay tumutulong bilang volunteer 
sa pamunuan ng Hospital Ministry bilang 
pasasalamat ko ng buong puso. Tuwing 
Martes kasama ng mga heads o committees 
ng Hospital Ministry tumutulong ako sa 
pamimigay ng mga gamot, pagkain at iba 
pa. Lagi akong umaatend ng mga activities 
sa PGH.

Muli ang taus puso kong pasasalamat 
sa Hospital Ministry ng Santuario de San 
Antonio Parish.

Lubos na nagpapasalamat,
Fe Manahan

grATiTudE BEyond WordS

Alleluia!
by Melon Silverio
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“You may have defects, be anxious 
and sometimes live irritated, but 
do not forget that your life is the 
greatest enterprise in the world. 
Only you can prevent it from going 
into decadence. There are many 
that need you, admire you and love 
you.

I would like to remind you that being 
happy is not having a sky without 
storms, or roads without accidents, or 
work without fatigue, or relationships 
without disappointments.

Being happy is finding strength in forgiveness, hope 
in one’s battles, security at the stage of fear, love in 
disagreements.

Being happy is not only to treasure the smile, but that you 
also reflect on the sadness. 

It is not just commemorating the event, but also learning 
lessons in failures. 

It is not just having joy with the applause, but also having 
joy in anonymity.

Being happy is to recognize that it is worthwhile to live, 
despite all the challenges, misunderstandings and times 
of crises.

Being happy is not inevitable fate, but a victory for those 
who can travel towards it with your own being.

Being happy is to stop being a victim of problems but 
become an actor in history itself. 

It is not only to cross the deserts outside of ourselves, but 
still more, to be able to find an oasis in the recesses of 
our soul. 

It is to thank God every morning for the miracle of life.

Being happy is not being afraid of one’s feelings. It is 
to know how to talk about ourselves. It is to bear with 
courage when hearing a “no.” 

It is to have the security to receive criticism, even if it is 
unfair.

It is to kiss the children, pamper the parents, have poetic 
moments with friends, even if they have hurt us.

Being happy means allowing the free, happy and simple 
child inside each of us to live; having the maturity to say, 
“I was wrong;” having the audacity to say, “forgive me.” 

It is to have sensitivity in expressing, “I need you;” to have 
the ability of saying, “I love you.” 

So that your life becomes a garden full of opportunities for 
being happy...

In your spring-time, may you become a lover of joy. In 
your winter, may you become a friend of wisdom. 

And when you go wrong along the way, you start all over 
again. Thus you will be more passionate about life. 

And you will find that happiness is not about having a 
perfect life but about using tears to water tolerance, 
losses to refine patience, failures to carve serenity, pain 
to lapidate pleasure, obstacles to open the windows of 
intelligence.

Never give up. Never give up on the people you love. 
Never give up from being happy because life is an 
incredible show. 

And you are a special human being!”

Being HAPPY
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SundAy - APril 17
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM - CCD Sunday Religion 
Class
* 4:00PM - CORO Practice
 
MondAy - APril 18
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 
Program at St. Francis Friendship 
Home
* 3:00PM - OFS Formation
 
TuESdAy - APril 19
* 8:00AM -  Thrift Shop
* 8:00AM -  Livelihood Assistance 
Program at St.Francis Friendship 
Home
* 9:00AM -  JPIC Hospital Ministry 
PGH Visitation
* 2:00PM -  Health Care 
Ministry Dancercise “Open to All 
Parishioners”
* 4:00PM -  Marian Cenacle  Group 
Prayer Meeting
* 5:00PM - OFS monthly meeting
 
WEdnESdAy - APril 20
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - CWL Monthly meeting

*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 
Program at St.Francis Friendship 
Home
*4:00PM - CCD Religion Class
 
ThurSdAy - APril 21
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 
Program at St.Francis Friendship 
Home
*9:00AM - Health Care Ministry 
Visitation at Rizal Medical Center, 
Pasig City
 
FridAy   - APril 22
*8:00AM  - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM  - Livelihood Assistance 
Program at St.Francis Friendship 
Home
*2:00PM  - Health Care Ministry 
Dancercise “Open to All 
Parishioners”
*7:00PM  - Household Help 
Charismatic Prayer Meeting
*9:00PM  -Tig-Awit Choir Practice
 
SATurdAy - APril 23
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*4:00PM - VOSA Choir
*4:00PM - LUKE 18 Prayer Meeting  

CAlEndAr oF MiniSTriES For ThE WEEK CondolEnCES

PAriSh AnnounCEMEnTS 

 
CONTINUING  
CATHOLIC  
DEVELOPMENT (CCD) 

 
 

Parish Office, Santuario de San Antonio Parish,            
Forbes Park, Makati City 

 

Enrollment is Ongoing 
for SY August 2016 - May 2017! 

 

    
   We are accepting applicants in the following levels:  
 

           RECEPTION:  5 - 6 year olds 
LEVEL 1:    PRE-FIRST COMMUNION: for 6 - 7 year olds  
LEVEL 2:    FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: for 7 - 8 year olds  
LEVEL 3:    8 - 9 year olds 
LEVEL 4:    9 - 10 year olds 
LEVEL 5:    10 - 11 year olds 
LEVEL 6:    PRE-CONFIRMATION: for 11 - 12 year olds  
LEVEL 7:    CONFIRMATION: for 12 - 13 year olds  
Club8+ :    YOUTH GROUP FELLOWSHIP: for 13-16 yrs. 

    
For inquiries, please call or visit LEAH AZARCON at the 
CCD O�ce: Tel. 843 8834   Tuesdays to Sundays 
Email:   ccd.o�ce.ssap@gmail.com          
Mobile:  0917 819 3542 

6

Condolences to the family of the late

JOSE CLARO “TITO” TESORO 
husband of Patis Tesoro and brother of active 

parishioners Alice Tesoro Guerrero and Lulu Tesoro 
Castaneda and son of long-time parishioner Salud 

Santos Tesoro.
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“ouTSidE viEWing PACKAgES AvAilABlE”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800

lEASE / SAlE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

ConniE PEriQuET gATMAiTAn
CynThiA gATMAiTAn MEnChACA

TElS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CEll (0917)8109379
3/F SEdCCo Bldg., rAdA ST., lEgASPi vill., 

MAKATi CiTy

PAriSh AnnounCEMEnTS 
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Our Latest Chapel, Crematorium and Columbary
in Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon City
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