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We Care Because We Pray

There’s a cute prayer that I’ve heard people recite when they 
can’t find their keys: “Dear St. Anthony, please come around 
something is lost, and it cannot be found.” Poor Anthony is 
only remembered when something goes missing.

Next month, on June 13 is the feast of Saint Anthony. 
And leading up to that day, we’ll get to know who this 
man really is, how we can relate to him and what he can 
teach us about being a parish.

The most common way we’ll get to see Saint Anthony 
is carrying the child Jesus. This is the big statue at the 
center of the retablo behind the altar. There’s also a 
painting on the left side of the Church above the choir 
section. Why is Saint Anthony depicted like this?

The story goes that one night, Anthony was praying in a 
small room. Suddenly the room was filled with light and 
Jesus appears to St. Anthony as a tiny child. He stayed 

there, held the child and conversed with the infant.

This little event tells us a lot about the spirituality of 
Anthony. He sees Jesus not as someone royal and 
imperial, but as a humble and simple child. Anthony’s 
gift is to see God in small and insignificant things- a real 
Franciscan in his spirituality.

In our own families, each person is Jesus appearing to us. 
From the youngest to the oldest. Anthony’s experience 
leads us to see that when we hold, embrace, caress, and 
converse with our family we are being with Jesus.

Lastly, we each have another unique chance to carry Jesus- 
through the Eucharist. By receiving Jesus in Communion, 
we carry him with us- just like Anthony. The image of Saint 
Anthony lovingly carrying the child can be our own image. 
We can lovingly carry the child Jesus with us too- both in 
the family and in the Eucharist.

A Eucharistic Community of Families 
Guided by the Virtues of St. Anthony
by Javier Luis Gomez
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To All My Beloved Servants and Co-journeyers in the Lord:

Peace and every blessing!

Our 2016 fiesta celebration is another grace-filled occasion 
for our parish to be simply grateful for all our life’s undeserved 
blessings; to humbly recognize God’s untiring guidance as 
we go through life’s challenging journey and; to trustingly 
surrender our best endeavor to God’s life enhancing and 
changing plan as well. Similarly, this fiesta celebration calls 
on every member of our parish to charitably contribute in 
deepening our spiritual communion, strengthening our 
fraternal bonding, mobilizing our human and material 
resources to serve those have less in life.    

Since our fiesta is coming sooner than we might expect, 
the theme we selected to give a meaningful direction to 
all our religious, social, pastoral events and activities is: 
A Eucharistic Community of Families Guided by the 
Virtues of St. Anthony. Our traditional fiesta activities such 
as novena masses, procession, free breakfast, medical-
dental mission, mass baptism and wedding, fiesta dinner to 
name a few, hopefully, will provide the venue to facilitate 
the realization of our theme and that which will be extended 
throughout the year. 

In line with our 
celebration, I am 
honored to personally 
request you and your 
family to actively 
participate with your 
presence and support. 
Solicited donations 
will go to our fiesta 
outreach programs, 
digital scanning of 
the as-built plans of 
the parish church and 
other existing physical structures. 

May St. Anthony of Padua, our patron, guide us as we start 
in all our fiesta preparations, plans and projects. May St. 
Anthony intercede for us that we may have wisdom and 
compassion in all we do and to do all for God alone in loving 
service of our sisters and brothers; and mother earth, our 
common home. 

Your co-journeyer in faith and life,

Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM

FROM THE DESK OF THE PARISH PRIEST
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM, Parish Pries
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When Saint Anthony was born, things 
were changing all around him. Here 
is an example of someone whose life 
takes unexpected paths.

He was born in the year 1195 in 
Portugal. His background was not 
spectacular or extraordinary. He 
came into a wealthy family; he was 
well educated in his youth. At the age 
of fifteen, he decided to enter in the 
Congregation of Canons Regular of 
St. Augustine. This was a religious 
group that spent most of their time 
in study and prayer. It was evident to 

Introduction to
Saint Anthonyby Javier Luis Gomez

Anthony that his life was going to be 
a life of service to God. And he was 
content to spend the rest of his days 
this way.

But the first of his life’s twist was to 
come. Far away in Italy a new group 
started to grow. The Franciscans 
began to spread throughout Europe 
inspired by their founder Francis 
and their call to live out evangelical 
poverty and simplicity. Right outside 
Anthony’s room he could hear the 
Franciscans begging and preaching. 
Anthony found this deeply inspiring. 

He felt that these people were living 
the life of service that he was meant 
to be doing.

He was finally convinced when he 
heard that some Franciscans went to 
Morocco to preach and were martyred 
for doing so. This filled Anthony with 
zeal, and he sincerely desired to go 
and do the same. He hoped that he 
would be considered just as blessed 
to be able to suffer in witness to God.

He left the monastery and decided to 
join the Franciscans that day. After a 
while, he got his wish and was sent to 
the missions in Africa to spread the 
gospel there.

From the monastery to the world, that 
was Anthony’s first surprise.
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“The Joy of Love experienced by families is also the joy of 
the Church.” This is the opening statement of the recent 
Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Francis entitled 
Amoris Laetitia. 

Just two weeks after the ink of the Holy Father’s signature 
dried on this landmark document, interested parishioners 
gathered together at the Parish Convento to discuss the 
exhortation in an informal symposium conducted by noted 
theologian Javier Gomez of the Ateneo de Manila University 
Theology Department. 

Drawing on the discernment of the entire Church through an 
extensive process of consultation leading up to the synod in 
2015, the new exhortation expounded on many established 
Church teachings, mostly from the Apostolic Exhortation, 
Familiaris Consortio which was released after the 1980 
synod convened by Saint Pope John Paul II.

Javier noted that Amoris Laetitia is a valuable document that 
should be read, discussed, and lived out by every member of 
the Church to the best extent possible. He clarified that the 
exhortation does not make any changes in the doctrine and 
teachings of the Church on love and family, but places them 
into better perspective to enable people to journey together 
in living out such teachings.

Javier explained the statements of the exhortation that 
discuss how the boundless power of grace enables families 
to become icons of God’s love. With a great deal of concern 

Symposium on Amoris Laetitia

Responding to Pope Francis’ Call 
to Journey Together as a Church by Mike Gomez

raised today about families being in “imperfect situations,” 
God’s grace continues to be present in such unions, simply 
out of the willingness to be in a loving relationship, he cited.

Participants at the symposium engaged in lively discussions 
focusing on issues of ministering to brethren in the Church 
who are steeped in imperfect circumstances, and on the 
understanding of the Church’s call for people to develop 
enlightened consciences. 

An appeal was aired among symposium attendees to 
organize future sessions aimed at helping parishioners 
to read and understand select portions of the voluminous 
document. Javier pointed out that the exhortation is expected 
to generate a great deal of discussion and deliberation among 
theology circles and members of the Church for many years 
to come. Parish ministries and organizations look forward 
to feting more such events to foster greater interest and 
understanding of these teachings among parishioners. 

While the document was just recently released and only 
presently accessible online, such as through the Vatican 
website, it is anticipated that Catholic bookstores, including 
the Libreria de San Antonio, will be carrying printed booklets 
of the exhortation very soon, thereby allowing everyone to 
read it at their convenience.

The symposium was organized by the Evangelization 
Ministry and the Family and Life Ministry of Santuario de San 
Antonio.
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Personal & Family 
Counseling

is now available c/o Family & Life Ministry.

For appointments, please call Bernadette at the Parish Office 
at 843-8830 to 32. 

CBCP 
Directive
For Holy Mass, 
beginning April 
24, the 5th Sunday 
of Easter, our 
parish will return 
the practice of 
kneeling from after 
the Sanctus (Holy, 
Holy, Holy...) until 
the Amen of the 
Eucharistic Prayer  
as per directive of 
the CBCP.

CALENDAR OF MINISTRIES FOR THE WEEK

SUNDAY - MAY 1
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop

MONDAY - MAY 2
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St. Francis 
Friendship Home

* 3:00PM - OFS Formation

TUESDAY - MAY 3
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St.Francis 
Friendship Home

* 9:00AM - JPIC Hospital Ministry 
PGH Visitation

* 2:00PM - Health Care Ministry 
Dancercise “Open to All 
Parishioners”

* 4:00PM - Marian Cenacle  Group 
Prayer Meeting

WEDNESDAY - MAY 4
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St.Francis 
Friendship Home

THURSDAY - MAY 5
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St.Francis 
Friendship Home

*9:00AM - Health Care Ministry 
Visitation at Rizal 
Medical Center, Pasig 
City

FRIDAY - MAY 6
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St.Francis 
Friendship Home

*2:00PM - Health Care Ministry 
Dancercise “Open to All 
Parishioners”

*3:00PM - Health Care Ministry 
monthly healing mass

*6:30PM - Men of the Sacred Heart 
monthly meeting

*7:00PM - Household Help 
Charismatic Prayer 
Meeting

*9:00PM -Tig-Awit Choir Practice

SATURDAY - MAY 7
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*4:00PM - VOSA Choir
*4:00PM - LUKE 18 Prayer Meeting  

Flores de Mayo

Children are 
welcome to attend 
the Flores de Mayo 
at the 6pm Mass 
in the main church 
everyday during the 
month of May.         

Flowers will be 
provided.
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Health Care Ministry

Dancercise

Tuesdays & Fridays 2:00 - 4:00pm  |  Parish Center

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

Meldy Cojuangco
David Lu
Connie Gomez
Fr. Hugh Zurat, OFM
Marilou Arteficio
Victoria Kate de Venecia
Ma. Pilar Oledan
Iggy Clavecilla
Africa and Cecile Reynoso
Maxima “Amah” Sy
Aurora Gonzalez
Tommy Dy Buncio
Naning Bagabaldo
Remedios Maceda Berris
Cedric Castro
Pilar del Gallego
Nena Jalandoni
Victoriano Chung
Erlinda Miranda-Oledan
Zwei Lopez Gadi
Shallouh Bancil Swinnerton
Francisco Tankiang
Cynthia Arms
Felicisimo Alcantara
Rosario de Leon Tobias
Gloria Syjuco
Raffy Chan

Edric Co
Peter Soo
Chito San Jose
Nancy Imperial
Johnny Lopez
Lisa Alvendia
Letty Ligon
Norma J. Carlos
Sony Lopez Gonzalez
Shaina Bhudhrani
Gia Gonzalez
Orlando Bernardo
Rolando Sotaso
Cecilio Hidalgo
Victorina Leus
Iya Ocampo
Bernadette Gonzali
Guillermo Profeta
Dra. Ofelia Adapon
Soldedad T. Consing

If you want a name added or 
deleted, contact Bernadette at the 
Parish office tel. nos. 8438830-32. 
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815-6664/65/67 | CALL NOW for ORDERS
The Flower Farm Corporation

Now offering the BEST Selection at the BEST Price

Choose your own flowers at our shops and customize

29 years leading florist in metro manila

Wholesale and retail services

Superb floral selections that make a statement

GF RCI Bldg., 105 Rada St. Legaspi Village, 1229 
Makati, Philippines

www.theflowerfarm.com

Mother’s D
ay Special

HEALING MASS
First Friday

 May 6, 2016 at 3PM
Ground Floor, Parish Center

Whoever 
loves me 

will keep my 
word, and 
my Father 

will love him, 
and we will 

come to him 
and make 

our dwelling 
with him.
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