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Saint Anthony was born Fernando Martins in Lisbon, 
Portugal. He was born into a wealthy family and by the 
age of fifteen asked to be sent to the Abbey of Santa Cruz 
in Coimbra, the then capital of Portugal, where he learned 
theology and Latin.

Fernando left the Abbey to join the new Franciscan Order. 
When he was admitted, he changed his name to Anthony.
Anthony then traveled to Morocco to spread God’s truth, 
but became extremely sick and was returned to Portugal 
to recover.  As he recovered, Anthony spent his time 
praying and studying.

An undetermined amount of time later, Dominican friars 
came to visit the Franciscans and there was confusion 
over who would present the homily. The Dominicans 
were known for their preaching, thus the Franciscans 
assumed it was they who would provide a homilist, but 
the Dominicans assumed the Franciscans would provide 
one. It was then the head of the Franciscan hermitage 
asked Anthony to speak on whatever the Holy Spirit told 
him to speak of.

Though he tried to object, Anthony delivered an eloquent 
and moving homily that impressed both groups. Soon, 
news of his eloquence reached Francis of Assisi and in 
Anthony, he found a friend.

In 1224, Francis entrusted his friars’ pursuits of studies 
to Anthony. Anthony had a book of psalms that contained 

notes and comments to help when teaching students and, 
in a time when a printing press was not yet invented, he 
greatly valued it.

When a novice decided to leave the hermitage, he stole 
Anthony’s valuable book. When Anthony discovered it 
was missing, he prayed it would be found or returned to 
him. The thief did return the book and in an extra step 
returned to the Order as well.

The book is said to be preserved in the Franciscan friary 
in Bologna today.

So simple and resounding was his teaching of the Catholic 
Faith, most unlettered and the innocent could understand 
his messages. It is for this reason he was declared a 
Doctor of the Church by Pope Pius XII in 1946.

Once, when St. Anthony of Padua attempted to preach 
to heretics who would not listen to him, he went out and 
preached his message to the fish. When critics saw the 
fish begin to gather, they realized they should also listen 
to what Anthony had to say.

He was only 36-years-old when he died and was 
canonized less than one year afterward by Pope Gregory 
IX. Upon exhumation some 336 years after his death, his 
body was found to be corrupted, yet his tongue was totally 
incorrupt, so perfect were the teachings that had been 
formed upon it.
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Happy Fiesta everyone! It has been a wonderful year in our 
Parish. This time last year, we installed the relic of our patron 
Saint Anthony of Padua.  Last October, we welcomed Ms. 
Cecile Licad to join our parish in Francisfest.  We celebrated 
Christmas and Lent as a community. For this year’s Fiesta, 
we chose to revisit the structural integrity of our Main 
Church. Given that the church is already 63 years old,  there 
is a need to gauge the extent of internal structural repair 
required.  We strive to perform this project with the least 
amount of disturbance to our parish and community.
 
This Fiesta Month also reminded me of another theme close 
to my heart.  Sensitivity to the needs of others. Serving as 
President for the last six months has opened my eyes to the 
complexity of our Parish Family.  Our church community is 
composed of different groups from all walks of life.  My short 
stint in service has taught me that I need to be as sensitive 
to the varying needs of all parish members just as I am to 
my own private family. I continue to pray that our patron St. 
Anthony will continue to guide me to remain thoughtful and 
focussed in service.
 

Our PPC Executive 
Committee has 
now implemented a 
mechanism for the 
scanning of our church, 
which commences 
in July.  We pray for 
favourable results. We 
are also consulting with 
a structural engineer to 
continue the structural 
integrity of the Parish 
Centre.  The Road 
ahead will not be easy but with the generous support of 
parishioners like you, supporting our beloved church year in 
and year out, we believe we can continue to worship in our 
Parish HOME for years to come.
 
May St. Anthony continue to watch over our parish.

Edmund Lim, KHS

Fiesta Committee 2016 (left-right) Suzette Gatmaitan, Edmund Lim, KHS, Vice-Chairperson Carina Lebron, Parish Priest Fr. Jose Reu C. Galoy, 
OFM, Fiesta 2016 Chairperson Consul General Helen Ong, Girlie Sison, Tina Teehankee

FROM THE DESK OF THE PPC PRESIDENT
Edmund Lim, KHS
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by Ella Tan

In our daily lives, we unconsciously 
isolate ourselves from the realities 
around us.  We tend to simply be focus 
on pursuing our own personal interests, 
whether in terms of advancing in our 
own careers, materially enriching 
ourselves or establishing our place in 
society.

But as we are able to attain these 
achievements, we eventually come to 
realize that these are all temporal. Our 
inner beings are then drawn to search 
for a deeper sense of our existence. 
What next?

We are then programmed to open 
ourselves to experience the realities 
around us and these are not necessarily 
the most pleasant of kinds. Personally, 
the challenge really is to find a way to 
use our God given gifts for His greater 
glory. At the end of our lives as we face 
our Creator, the question we all will be 
asked is, “How well did you love Me 
(God) and your neighbors?”

In our quest to be deserving recipients of 
our eternal boarding passes to Heaven, 
we can surely follow the teaching of St. 
Anthony on what it really means to love 
God and our neighbors. We are not 

Defying the Odds by Giving Love
here to judge anyone nor be selective 
as to who we help, yet we are called to 
open our hearts especially to those in 
need.

Each day, more than 3,000 patients 
are being treated at PGH and a good 
number of them happens to be innocent 
children with some of the most serious 
of medical cases from the marginalized 
sector of our society. We, at the 
Hospital Ministry, on a weekly basis, 
get a glimpse on how these innocent 
children experience the most painful 
physical pain imaginable with no 
certainty of recovery as their families 
have little to none to provide for their 
ever-compounding medical expenses. 
Statistically, the odds seem like a losing 
proposition and very discouraging. 
However, how can we turn our backs on 
these innocent children when their zeal 
to live is ever so strong as they endure 
all these at such a tender age?

During one of our regular Tuesday 
visits, I came across a very sick child 
who was so weak and frail that my 
greatest fear was that he will not be 
around anymore on my next visit. 
Nevertheless, I was moved to spend 
some time with him and share some 

words of encouragement. While I fear 
for what might be in store for him, he 
surprised me with his most beautiful 
gesture when he said, “mahirap talaga 
ang aking kalagayan ngunit dasal ko 
kay Papa God na pagaling niya ako, 
alagaan niya ang mahal ko sa buhay 
at biyayain niya lahat ng tumutulong 
sa aking pagaling”. Glad to report, 
that this is one of the patients which 
we are providing medical assistance to 
and while his battle is far from over, he 
is happily recovering and safely home 
with his family.

While our resources are ever so limited 
given all these sick children in need, 
your genuine acts of generosity and 
love which you share with the SSAP 
Outreach Hospital Ministry are certainly 
most welcome and encouraged. Apart 
from your financial contributions, we 
are also open to receiving any kind 
of donation (i.e., clothes, toys, books, 
medicines/medical equipment, etc.). 
For check donations, kindly make your 
checks payable to SSAP Foundation 
for PGH Outreach Hospital Ministry. All 
donations may be forwarded to the SSAP 
Parish Office, c/o Ms. Nimfa Dumaga.



Parish Bulletin

4

Sensitivity
Towards
Prisoners by RJ Limpo

The Prison Ministry is always a hard sell. It is a ministry that 
is easy to ignore. Unless you’ve had previous affiliations 
or have had any experience whatsoever with prisons, 
this would probably be the least interesting ministry to be 
involved in. This would probably even be the last article you 
would read in this parish bulletin had you not previously 
opened up to take a glimpse into the plight of a prisoner’s 
life. 

Perhaps it is due to the notion of it being a “dumping ground” 
of all sorts for people who have done wrong, committed 
sins or crossed the line of the law. 

It is either very hard for us to forgive or it is oftentimes hard 
to forget a wrong that is done to us. The hurt that it brings 
oftentimes leaves a bitter taste in our mouth that it is hard 
to forget. Or maybe because oftentimes to forgive means 
we need to look into our own sinfulness and see the infinite 
mercy of God in order that we can forgive others as well. 

And looking into our own sins is something none of us 
really like to do. 

But if you look closely at the words and mission of St. 
Anthony, the patron saint of our parish, he says that we 
must be sensitive to our perceptions. St. Anthony says 
that no one is innately bad or hopeless and that we must 
recognise that everyone needs to be helped. 

St. Anthony is by the way, the 
patron saint of prisoners!

It has therefore become our mission in the prison ministry 
to bring Christ to the inmates by sponsoring activities that 
integrate the inmates with the world outside the walls of the 
prison bars. And hopefully by doing so, they feel a sense of 
hope and not abandonment which can ultimately lead to a 
true conversion and a finding of oneself as they journey on 
the road to salvation.

Everyone is invited to join in the weekly catechism classes 
and the various activities we have planned out for the year.  
We also welcome donations to the Prison Ministry through 
the SSAP Parish Office.` 

Sensitivity by Hannah Roa

St. Anthony always did what the Lord had asked him or 
believed what the Lord had asked him to do. For him, he was 
doing the Lord’s work in becoming who he was, a true servant 
of the Lord. Even submitting to doing the lowest of chores for 
he knew, just like St. Francis, that following the ways of Jesus 
was the rightful path to becoming a true disciple.

In our lives today we all choose to do things that make us 
feel good inside whether it be work we decide to do, the 
education we choose to take, the cities/countries we choose 
to visit, the food we choose to indulge in, etc. In helping 
others, we choose to do so because of how we feel towards 
the person(s) or because of what had happened to them, the 
situation that they had to face. We respond to the feelings of 
how we are affected by them or of what they have been thru. 

I myself don’t easily help out in terms of mandatory service 
since I feel that it’s not a choice given but a task, but I do 
help out when I’ve felt that urge in me is great. Just like 
in helping out to build houses in Barangay San Antonio, 
Samar. I felt devastated of what happened to the lives of 
my fellow Filipinos: their homes and family, that I felt a 
big urge to participate in volunteering to build houses in 
a barangay that SSAP has adopted. I quickly jumped to 
the opportunity, with other SYA members and Franciscan 
friars. To me, this was a chance to do good and helping 
those who have lost everything. Little did I know we were 
helping each other; us SYAers and the Franciscan friars 
building new homes for them since they lost theirs and they 
in turn building our faith even more by their stories of the 
catastrophe named Yolanda. Even after a big storm that 
swept their homes and loved ones away they still had so 
much faith in God; and I was amazed by it. 

I realized that being affected by what happened to the 
people in Samar and coming to build homes for them 
was not for them only it was for me too, to build my faith 
even stronger, a path that lead me to help because I was 
sensitive to listen to how I was feeling. 
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FIESTA 2016 SCHEDULE OF 
ACTIVITIES

DATE TIME ACTIVITY

June 11, 2016 
(Saturday)

6:00 AM Breakfast for the Poor
(c/o:  PPC Execom, Finance & 
Admin Councils)

June 12, 2016 
(Sunday)

6:00 AM Breakfast for the Poor
(c/o:  Scholarship & Mother 
Butler Mission Guilds)

03:00 PM Y! Celebration (Youth Day for 
San Antonio)

07:00 PM Procession in Honor of St. 
Anthony (Dasmariñas Village)

June 13, 2016 
(Monday)

05:00 PM Blessing of Presider’s Room, 
Minister’s Lounge, Library, 
PPC Office, Gazebo (Convento 
Garden), Restored Amorsolo 
Painting

07:00 PM Fiesta Dinner 
(“CELEBRATION!”) at the Parish 
Center

DATE
GUIDING 
VIRTUE OF 
ST. ANTHONY

PRESIDER MASS 
SPONSOR

June 11, 2016
(Saturday) SIMPLICITY

Fr. 
APoLonIo 
ALCALA, 
oFM
Bursar 
novitiate 
Community

Walking Group

June 12, 2016
(Sunday)

SoLIDArITY:  
Love For The 
Incarnation

Fr. EDWIn 
PETEr r. 
DIonISIo, 
oFM
Director - 
Ministerial 
Formation

Dayrit Siblings

June 13, 2016
(Monday)

Mass in Honor 
of Feast of St. 
Anthony

Fr. CIELITo 
ALMAZAn, 
oFM
Minister 
Provincial

Donors for 
Digital Scanning

FIESTA 2016 NOVENA MASSES 
(6PM MAIN CHURCH)

A EUCHARISTIC COMMUNITY OF FAMILIES GUIDED BY THE VIRTUES OF ST. ANTHONY

“The life 
of the 
body is 

the soul; 
the life of 
the soul is 

God.”

-St. Anthony
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RANDOM THOUGHTS Voices from Yesterday and Today by Peachy Maramba

Sensitivity of
St. Anthony de Padua

SENSITIVITY
Are you a sensitive person? If you are then you are very aware 
of your emotions and feelings and as Webster puts it “keenly 
susceptible to stimuli.” 

On the other hand you are also sensitive to the emotions and 
feelings of others. In which case you are highly perceptible of how 
people feel and how they are easily affected by what you and others 
say and do. Perceiving this you, as a good Christian, are sensitive 
and compassionate for your neighbors’ needs and feelings.

MODEL of SENSITIVITY
St. Anthony is our model of sensitivity who was not only highly 
sensitive to the external conditions and circumstances of his own 
life but to the plight of the needy, the suffering and the unfortunate.
Sensitive to His Surroundings

Two years after he joined the Canons Regular of Saint Augustine 
in Lisbon at the age of fifteen he asked to be moved to the priory of 
the Holy Cross at Coimbra so that he would be less distracted by 
visits from friends

He even asked to change his name from Ferdinand to Anthony 
when he first joined the Friars Minor although at that time there 
was no custom of taking a new name upon entering religion. This 
was so that he could remain hidden from the visits and requests of 
friends.

Sensitive to the Plight of Others

The MARTYRS
When in 1220 in Coimbra St. Anthony viewed the relics of St. Bernard 
and his 4 companions, the first Franciscan martyrs who died in 
Morocco, he was seized with an intense desire for martyrdom. He 
intensely longed to be like them- one of those closest to Jesus himself 
– those who died for the Gospel. Because the Augustinians was not 
a  missionary order he sought and got the reluctant permission of 
his superiors to be admitted to the Franciscan Order to preach and 
convert the Moors. Unfortunately he immediately became sick upon 
arrival in Morocco that he had to be sent home. But while he was 
denied the grace of a Martyr’s death he nonetheless became a Martyr 
of the Word, a martyr of the road and a martyr of the crowds.

The POOR
St Anthony was an authentic Franciscan, faithful to the tradition 
established by St. Francis of Assisi to love the Poor. Because he 
so often encouraged his listeners to be generous with the poor, he 
was called “Friends of the Poor.” 

St. Anthony’s Bread is a 19th century Charity dedicated to feeding 
the poor and is still in existence today especially in the Third World. 

Many people whose novena prayers are answered usually make 
donations to this organization.

Today, too, many organizations exist that collect money for the poor 
in the name of St. Anthony.

Those suffering due to the LOST OBJECTS
St. Anthony is most famous as the saint of lost articles. Often a 
novice borrowed his psatler and failed to return it. St. Anthony 
prayed to get the book back. The novice then has a terrifying 
heavenly vision that forced him to return it. He is the patron saint 
of the lost articles.

Because he is often credited with restoring seemingly trivial matters, 
he is given the title of “The Saint of Small Things”. 

But his intercession is not only limited to material recoveries, as he 
can even recover the spiritually lost souls as well. He can return 
important objects that get lost such as the love of God or the love 
between persons.

The DEBTORS
San Antonio spent the last few years of his life working to help 
relieve the burden. of debt from the poor Padua. He even worked 
hard to abolish debtor’s prisons. His name is attached to the law 
promulgated in Padua in 1231 exempting from imprisonment those 
who could not pay their fines or other financial debts. He is thus 
rightly envoked as “a ready helper in time of need.”

Debt relief and the plight of the poor were major topics in Anthony’s 
speeches.

The SINNERS and FRACTURED SOULS
Thousands flocked to hear his open-air sermons which had the 
impact of a spiritual revival. It was said that men gave up gambling 
and drinking at the sound of his melodious voice. Criminals were 
reformed. Feuding enemies were reconciled. His sermons which 
integrated a message of spiritual uplift caused his listeners with 
fractured souls to make confession of their sins to him and returned 
to the sacraments.

The HERETICS
St. Anthony worked ceaselessly and untiringly with heretics who were 
converted by his gentleness and superior knowledge of the Bible. 
It is no wonder he was called “Hammer of Heretics.” St. Anthony 
possessed a surpassing love especially for the souls of heretics.

CONCLUSION
Because St. Anthony was a very sensitive man- sensitive to the plight 
and the needs of the people he became a most compassionate helper. 
Are you in need of any sort? Pray to St. Anthony. He’s sure to help you.
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PASTORAL TEAM 2016-2019
Santuario de San Antonio Parish, Forbes Park, Makati City

OFM PROVINCIAL DEFINATORY 2016-2019

Guardian
FR. BALTAzAR A. 
OBICO, OFM

Pastor
FR. REU JOSE C. 
GALOY, OFM

Bursar
FR. MARK ADAME 
G. BAKARI, OFM

Member
FR. JESUS E. 
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Member
FR. EFREN C. 
JIMENEz, OFM
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FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

MAKATI CITY

“OUTSIDE VIEWING PACKAGES AVAILABLE”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800
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