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We Care Because We Pray

In the constant struggle of the spiritual life, each and every 
person tries to serve God completely. We spend time in 
Church and in prayer, lifting up our minds and hearts to God. 
But every once in a while, we also need to remember that 
we cannot love God without loving our neighbor.

There’s a story about Saint Anthony of Padua that may 
be apocryphal but shows this idea. Saint Anthony would 
travel from town to town, visiting churches and preaching 
to the people there. When word got out that Anthony 
would be visiting a city, all the people would gather to hear 
his teaching.

At one of these towns, there was a woman who wanted 
to hear Anthony speak, but could not because she was 
severely ill that day. Her home was miles from the church, 
and she could not muster the strength to go out.

In her desire, she stepped outside her house and gazed in 

the direction of the Church. To her surprise, she could hear 
Anthony’s voice as if she were there in the pews herself. 
Thinking that she was losing her mind, she brought her 
husband out as well, and he heard Anthony’s voice too!

Whether or not the story is true, it raises this question: 
Does the word of God belong in church or out in the 
streets? The answer, of course, is ‘both.’ To love God 
necessitates both worship and service. They are different 
but mystically the same.

This brief story of Saint Anthony reminds us that if we 
are to worship God truly, we must love our neighbor 
boundless. And if we are to show a genuine commitment 
to justice and charity, then it has to be rooted in worship 
and liturgy as well.

We pray that Saint Anthony continue to lead us to true 
love of God.

Charity:

The Love of God and the 

Love of Neighbor by Javier Luis Gomez
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Beloved Co-Stewards and Servants of the Lord

Pax et bonum!

Our fiesta theme for this year’s celebration is “A Eucharistic 
Community of Families guided by the Virtues of St. Anthony.” 
This theme invites us to a celebration that focuses on the role of 
strengthened family relations to effect the foundation of a grateful, 
generous and generative community of faith on one hand and 
challenge us to embody the virtues of St. Anthony in and through 
our collective fiesta programs and services that benefits those who 
have less in life yet transformative to us members of Santuario de 
San Antonio Parish on the other hand. 

I wish to humbly appeal to each and every member of our parish-
community to participate and support all our fiesta activities. The 
presence of your family or at least as representative will serve as 
an invitation for others to do the same. Every helping hand of a 
parishioner to assist our outreach services becomes a sign of God’s 
tender loving care – a compassionate touch of Jesus.  You can 
also share your hard-earned financial resources in various ways: 
as novena sponsor, fiesta envelope or fiesta dinner ticket. As wise 
stewards of God’s manifold blessings, we believe that sharing our 
blessings is an act of honoring the Source, performing its purpose, 
and witnessing to its ideals. To put it simply in the words of St. 
Francis, the poor man of Assisi: “It is giving that we receive.” 

We invited priest-presiders for our novena masses to lead us in 
our reflections of the theme and the virtues of St. Anthony for 
our spiritual nourishment. All of them are involved in guiding our 
formandi and friars on the different stages (initial and on-going) 

of our formation life. The 
formation to Franciscan 
life and ministry is one 
of the main beneficiaries 
of our parish outreach 
program.  

The financial support you 
will generously afford 
to our fiesta celebration 
will go to the following 
program and services:
 
• Parish Fiesta 

Outreach Program:  9-day free breakfast, medical and dental 
mission, mass baptism-confirmation-wedding and Youth Day.  

   
• Digital scanning of the Parish church and other physical 

structures

To thank you in words of your support and participation is the very 
least that I can personally do. Let my silent and sincere prayers 
before our merciful and compassionate God for you and your family 
humbly express my profound gratitude because you will touch 
many lives both physically and spiritually and you will make God’s 
presence a difference unto our faith community.     

Your co-journeyer in faith and life,

Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM

FROM THE DESK OF THE PARISH PRIEST
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM, Parish Priest

Fiesta 2016 Committee (left to right) Edmund Lim, KHS, Suzette Gatmaitan, Girlie Sison, Vice Chairperson Carina Lebron, Fiesta 2016 
Chairperson Consul General Helen Ong, Tina Teehankee and Parish Priest, Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM
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“Beloved, let us love 
one another because 
love is of God; 
everyone who loves is 
begotten of God and 
has knowledge of God. 
The man without love 
has known nothing of 
God, for God is love.”

(1 John 4:7)
The word love is pervasive in our life 
that we have to name it- define it- 
expand it so to capture its fullness and 
totality. Thus ultimately, when we speak 
of love, it must be unconditional.

A lifetime could be devoted to exploring 
this theme, but we have giants around 
to ground us to such a great virtue in 
our life. 

We can look to Paul’s letters or John’s 
gospel. Or we can look to the psalms 
and the Song of Solomon. Or we 
can look to Aquinas or Augustine’s 
theology. Maybe more recently the life 
and teachings of Mother Teresa.

The list of examples of love is endless. 
They are uttered by men and women 
truly in love- with God, with people, 
with the entire creation, describing 
to us that love is not just a human 

feeling, but a divine force in life. 
Although many authors about love 
are not saints, we have many others 
who speak about love. For example, 
the famous psychologist Scott Peck 
talks about  love as a product of a 
combination of spiritual growth and 
mental growth.

So then, what is love really? Usually, we 
go through life thinking that we are not 
good enough, that we are inadequate 
in many ways. It is here that love shines 
and shows us who we really are.

God asks nothing of you and gives you 
everything he has. This is the activity of 
God’s unconditional love. It moves you 
out of fear and out of your limitations. 
“Where there is love, there is no fear.” 
This is from the letter of John. The 
unconditional love of self and others is 
the only way to dismantle the ego.

Love,
Unconditional
Love! by Fr. Efren C. Jimenez, OFM
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“Charity can cover a multitude of sins,” reads a favorite quote. It expands 
the human heart, spreading the message of brotherhood, encouraging 
innocent love among people. “You pass by the faults of others, you forgive 
offenses, you even erase the guilt of the offending party” added another.

Whoa! Let’s stop there. I haven’t reached that level of enlightenment.

It helped, however, that the story of a wealthy, handsome-as-a-prince 
playboy gave me a fresh perspective. Meet Giovanni di Pietro di 
Bernardone or Francis of Assisi.

Imagine a life of never-ending indulgence, carousing the night drinking, 
sparring with friends and dating girls. He was the heir apparent to a 
flourishing textile business.

Francis, shocking parents and peers, turned his back on the world that he 
loved, becoming sensitive to the needs and feelings of others. The sight 
of poverty moved him, eventually leading him to a deeper meaning of 
faith, a life in imitation of Jesus. “Love all things for God’s sake and love 
God above all things.”

That’s it! A life with a purpose.

The world is in greater need of charity than ever before. While we 
have billionaires, sport stars and movie celebrities, we have millions of 
diseased and starving men, women and children struggling to find food 
and sustenance to keep them alive. We need not be rich and influential to 
extend acts of charity. Feeding a poor man for a day, teaching a curious 
urchin, sorting out wearable clothes to give to Caritas Manila, celebrating 
milestones with orphans, widows and street kids, or financial donations 
to institutions, all go a far distance in easing their plight.

BUT, stay grounded. When you make some difference in the life of a 
deprived person, do it from the heart.

Hide it.

God sees. He knows.

Caritas,
the Francis way 

by Letty Jacinto-Lopez
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DATE TIME ACTIVITY

June 4, 2016 (Saturday) 6:00 AM Breakfast for the Poor (c/o: LeCom)

7:00 AM Medical Mission (c/o: CWL)

June 5, 2016 (Sunday) 6:00 AM Breakfast for the Poor (c/o: Youth of San Antonio)

June 6, 2016 (Monday) 6:00 AM Breakfast for the Poor (c/o:  Health Care Ministry)

9:00 AM Mass Baptism (c/o: CWL)

June 7, 2016 (Tuesday) 6:00 AM Breakfast for the Poor (c/o:  OFS)

June 8, 2016 (Wednesday) 6:00 AM Breakfast for the Poor (c/o:  Prison & Hospital Ministries)

9:00 AM Mass Confirmation (c/o: CWL)

June 9, 2016 (Thursday) 6:00 AM Breakfast for the Poor 

(c/o:  Marian Cenacle/ADMIN/SSAP STAFF)

June 10, 2016 (Friday) 6:00 AM Breakfast for the Poor (c/o:  EMHC/MSH)

9:00 AM Mass Wedding (c/o: CWL)

June 11, 2016 (Saturday) 6:00 AM Breakfast for the Poor (c/o:  CWL)

June 12, 2016 (Sunday) 6:00 AM Breakfast for the Poor 

(c/o:  Scholarship & Mother Butler Mission Guilds)

3:00 PM Y! Celebration (Youth Day for San Antonio)

7:00 PM Procession in Honor of St. Anthony (Dasmariñas Village)

June 13, 2016 (Monday) 5:00 PM
Blessing of Presider's Room, Minister's Lounge, Library, 
PPC Office, Gazebo (Convento Garden), Restored 
Amorsolo Painting

7:00 PM Fiesta Dinner ("CELEBRATION!") at the Parish Center

FIESTA 2016 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES
A EUCHARISTIC COMMUNITY OF FAMILIES GUIDED BY 

THE VIRTUES OF ST. ANTHONY
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DATE GUIDING VIRTUE OF ST. ANTHONY PRESIDER MASS SPONSOR

June 4, 2016
(Saturday) HUMILITY FR. JHOAN D. PADER, OFM

Director - Vocation Promotion Office CCD

June 5, 2016
(Sunday) LOVE OF SOLITUDE FR. IRENEO R. TACTAC III, OFM

Provincial Secretary for Formation Studies
Amelita Guevara
and Family

June 6, 2016
(Monday) POVERTY:  Nothing of My Own FR. BERNARD M. LANUZA, OFM

Master of Novices Marrot Moreno

June 7, 2016
(Tuesday) CHASTITY, PURITY & VIRGINITY FR. VIRGILIO S. DEL MUNDO, JR. , OFM

MASTER OF TEMPORARY PROFESSED Vicky Chan

June 8, 2016
(Wednesday)

ZEAL FOR SOULS IN PREACHING & 
TEACHING

FR. EDUARDO B. ARMENTA, OFM
Director - Integration & Intensification 
Program

Petrona Lim

June 9, 2016
(Thursday) CHARITY:  Love for God & Neighbor FR. ANDRES B. RANOA, OFM

Director - Ongoing Formation CWL

June 10, 2016
(Friday)

SENSITIVITY:  Pure Good & Receptive to 
Anyone

FR. JUDEE MAR D. MAGUINAD, OFM
Rector - Our Lady of the Angels Seminary

Menchu Bautista
and Family

June 11, 2016
(Saturday) SIMPLICITY FR. APOLONIO ALCALA, OFM

Bursar Novitiate Community Walking Group

June 12, 2016
(Sunday) SOLIDARITY:  Love For The Incarnation FR. EDWIN PETER R. DIONISIO, OFM

Director - Ministerial Formation Dayrit Siblings

June 13, 2016
(Monday) Mass in Honor of Feast of St. Anthony FR. CIELITO ALMAZAN, OFM

Minister Provincial
Donors for 
Digital Scanning

FIESTA 2016 NOVENA MASSES (6PM MAIN CHURCH)

A EUCHARISTIC COMMUNITY OF FAMILIES GUIDED BY 
THE VIRTUES OF ST. ANTHONY
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LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

MAKATI CITY

“OUTSIDE VIEWING PACKAGES AVAILABLE”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800


