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Parish Bulletin

Dear Fr. Reu, Edmund, Suzette, Girlie, Tina,

Thank you so much for your trust and confidence in my ability to chair this year’s Francisfest. I am honored, deeply grateful and awed 
that you even considered me for this very prestigious position.

It was the feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, my feast day - while enjoying a delightful breakfast with Edmund, Girlie, Suzette and 
Tina at UCC - that Edmund asked me if I would accept the Chairmanship of Francisfest 2016. I was shocked and my first reaction was 
to refuse because this was definitely not the kind of thing I like or know how to do... head the biggest annual fund-raising event of the 
parish! Help yes, but not head. My young co-parishioners were very persuasive, however, and so I promised them I would pray over it 
and ask my family. 

The two days and nights after that were centered on whether I should accept or not. I prayed, sought signs 
from scriptural readings and reflections. Is this what God wants me to do at this time of my life? Last 
night I found my answer in this paragraph in the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius and in the Prayer that 
followed:

“In coming to a decision, only one thing is really important - to seek and to find how God is calling 
me at this time of my life. God has created me out of love, and my salvation is found in my living 
out a return of that love.”

Prayer...

“Lord, I do not know where I am going or what you would have me do next, but I trust that 
you have a purpose for everything you do and that you are leading me to where you would 
like me to be. I ask that you would give me the fortitude to follow you and the grace to trust 
you even though I do not know the way or what the future holds. Send your Holy Spirit to 
guide and accompany me on the journey that you would have me follow so that my life 
may give greater glory to you always.”    

And so, when Fr. Reu called me this morning, my ready answer was, “I humbly 
accept.” With the whole-hearted support of my family, the guidance of our parish 
priest, Father Reu, and with the help of our super efficient and energetic parish 
pastoral council headed by Edmund Lim, 

I now joyfully look forward to working with my co-parishioners for a 
meaningful and fruitful Francisfest!

“Lord, make us all instruments of your Peace!”

Love and prayers,

Menchu O. Bautista

This letter of acceptance reveals so much 
about the person that is Menchu Bautista 
and what is central to her life: God and 
Family. 

Despite her protest to the contrary, her 
involvement in Parish activities and in the 
yearly preparations for the Francisfest 
celebrations since the late Nineties 
guarantees that this is indeed “…the kind 
of thing…”  she “…knows how to do.” 
What’s more, among her children, she 
has a core of ready and able resource 
persons – two of whom have already 
been recruited into working committees: 
Inday Mallari and Berna Filart. The other 
six children are in the wings, waiting 
to assist in the form of marketing and 
solicitation. 

In the mid-Nineties, then Parish Priest Fr. 
Romeo Abesamis, told Menchu that he 
had found in the budget a fund of P400, 
000.00 restricted to Scholarships. He 
asked if she would organize a Scholarship 
Program and to this challenge, she said 
“I accept.”

Menchu has co-Chaired this program, since 
1997. To date, the Scholarship Program 
has graduated 938 scholars, providing all 
these young girls and boys with technical/
vocational skills and, therefore, the 
opportunity to obtain jobs.

The fact that this year’s Francisfest Program 
features the Orchestra of the Filipino Youth, 
which is composed of underprivileged 
young musical talents as well as a 13-year-

old pianist who is a Child Prodigy seems 
like a natural adjunct to Menchu’s work with 
the Scholarship Program. 

Significantly, this year’s theme is: “Lord, 
make us your instruments of peace.”  
For there to be peace, there must be 
justice, and this call is what impels the 
Parish outreach programs. While the 
objective of Francisfest is to raise funds 
for these programs, Menchu says it is her 
hope that the activities will entice more 
and more parishioners to become involved 
in the life of the Parish community. Out of 
gratitude for our many blessings, we could 
really respond to the prayer of St. Francis: 
“Where there is despair, let me bring hope.”

by Mert Loinaz

“I Humbly Accept”
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A Eucharistic Community of Families
Faithful to their Ministries

LOVE FOR PRISON MINISTRY

All or Nothing at All
by RJ Limpo

It is still very clear to me how, just 5 years back, when 
the idea of giving catechism in Makati City Jail was first 
brought up, the idea came to me like pain in the ear. I was 
filled with apprehension and question. But as I allowed the 
word of God to speak to me and as I slowly started giving 
classes I was also seeing changes happening in me. It was 
easy to compare how much more complete my Mondays 
were when I gave catechism compared to the Mondays I 
didn’t. Even if I dreaded the preparation for the class (as 
translations and power points needed to be prepared be-
forehand), I still looked forward to the Mondays I had pre-
pared for the inmates. 

After a few months of going through my experiences with 

the inmates I was beginning to feel a sense of closeness to 
the inmates. I began to see the inmates as regular people. 
People, who for one reason or another, have committed a 
mistake or a wrongdoing, mistakes that I myself may have 
committed at one point in time of my life. 

Lucky are we if perhaps we were sheltered enough to be 
shielded from having to do something wrong in order to 
make ends meet or maybe blessed with the wisdom to stay 
away from substance abuse in order to experience joy or 
temporary relief from our problems. 

All this was because when I allowed the Word of God to 
speak to me, I decided that once I say yes to this ministry I 
have to go ALL IN and not NOTHING AT ALL.

The prison ministry is inviting all of you to step out of your 
comfort zones and see how by your going ALL IN, there is 
so much more that God wants to give you in return.
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I was born in 1953 the same year Santuario was built. I 
grew up in and with this church, from the early days of Fr. 
Martinez all the way to Fr. Hugh. Memories of being around 
my parents as they attended The CFM (Christian Family 
Movement) meetings as well as attending midnight mass 
where they sang in the choir, to my days of being an acolyte 
here stay with me. My son was baptized here. My wife and 
I joined the young adults here and the beginnings of the 
parish renewal weekend. 

I left for the US in the mid 80s. While there, I got involved 
with the Diaconate program of the diocese of Oakland. 
After a lengthy formation program, I was ordained a deacon 
in 1995 and served there until my return in 2014. A year 
and a half ago I started serving in the parish assisting with 
baptisms. At about the same time, my journey with the 
Secular Franciscans began. It reminded me very much of 
my deacon community. The challenge to live out the gospel 
in our everyday life was a familiar call I was at home with. 

Reflections on
Faithfulness to Ministry by Beewie Rivilla, OFS Inquirer

I hope to continue my journey with them for years to come. 
Now I know that you can take a person out of Santuario but 
you cannot take Santuario out of them. For me Santuario will 
always be a part of me no matter where I find myself.
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The Scholarship Ministry is proud of its decades of service, 
growth, and commitment since the seed was first planted in 
1996. Since then, the program has evolved to include moral 
values formation, English tutorials, catechism and parish 
involvement. We work together with our Pastoral Team, 
parishioners, sponsors, partner schools, our scholars, their 
parents and guardians and our social worker.

Keeping our Blessed Mother in mind, as we try to mentor 
and guide, to motivate, to affirm, to encourage, and to teach, 
we are the ones who are inspired, who continue to learn 
valuable life lessons from our scholars and the dignity with 
which they live their lives. Our scholars tell us how their lives 
and that of their families have been transformed, how their 
families are one step up to a better place because of our 

program.  But it is our lives that have been touched!

God is truly good! Because as workers in Christ’s vineyard, 
it is us who have been blessed as well.

Blessings do beget blessings, and we have reaped a 
hundredfold!

May the Holy Spirit continue to infuse our ministry with 
the clarity and the energy not only to keep it going 
strong, but to ensure that it continues to help as many 
as we can possibly can, and to continue to grow in a 
positive and Christ-centered direction. OUR PLEDGE, 
OUR PROMISE, OUR ENTHUSIAM, OUR PASSION, 
OUR PRAYER!

What the 
Scholarship 
Program 
Means to Me
by Menchu Bautista

Sixty years ago, my husband and I 
joyfully welcomed our first child. More 
babies came, one after the other, till, 
thirteen years later, we were a happy 
family of ten – Cesar and I, plus four 
sons and four daughters. Although 
we didn’t have much at the start, (my 
husband was a bank employee earning 
a starting salary of P150 monthly), we 
never regretted having many children. 
As the years went by and our children 
started growing up, we always had just 
enough. 

Our children went to the best schools 
and all the boys took up post-graduate 
studies abroad.  The one-liner they 
often heard from us was: “Better study 
well and take advantage of the best 
education we can afford because that 
is the only inheritance you will receive.”  
They must have heeded our admonition 
for they are all self-sufficient, well-

married, and wonderful parents to our 
21 grandchildren. 

There is nothing that gives me more 
happiness than spending time with 
my wonderful Barangay of Fifty One! 
Each time we are together, I am awed 
and filled with thanksgiving for God’s 
goodness. My faith tells me that God 
loves me more than I think I deserve 
and my only possible reaction is I want 
others to experience that same joy.

That is why, when Fr. Romy Abesamis, 
20 years ago, suggested that we use 
the excess funds of P400,000 from 

Francisfest 1995 to start a Scholarship 
Program, I felt a strong desire to be 
part of it. This was my chance to “pay it 
forward;” an opportunity to help young 
boys and girls from the peripheries 
learn a trade or finish a college course 
so that they, too, could become self-
sufficient and have a better life.

The Scholarship Program of Santuario 
de San Antonio Parish has become for 
me the instrument by which I can love 
and serve God, imperfectly maybe, but 
as faithfully as I can. It is my way of 
thanking Him for all the blessings He 
has bestowed on our family. 

God’s Grace, Prayer and Faith
Fuel Hope And Passion! by Mariza V. del Rosario 
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I joined the 59th Luke 18 weekend 3 years ago, and up to 
this day, I can say that I am active in the Youth Ministry. I’ve 
joined many committees for different events and projects of 
the Youth. I have also teamed and have been in given the 
task of program head for a few weekends (retreats) in Luke 
18. Saying yes to be a teamer or volunteering to be part 
of SS (silent servers) meant sacrificing a whole lot of time 
and effort, which I think commitment is all about. 2 months 
before the weekend, we have meetings every Friday nights 
and Saturday afternoons to prepare for the retreat. But 
even if we don’t have meetings on weekdays we still had 
to work on things like our talks, arrange different groups & 
make nametags, etc. It all seemed so overwhelming in the 
beginning, but being with your friends while doing our tasks 
makes it all feel so much lighter.

The youth also sponsors the 6pm mass every Thursday. We 
sing, collect, and recite the rosary before the mass. When 
I was new to the ministry I wouldn’t go to Thursday mass 
every week because I didn’t want to go if my friends were 
not there. As I got to know the other youth, I found myself 
going to mass every Thursday at 6pm. Up to this day I make 
it a point to attend Thursday mass. I sing, collect and recite 

A EuCHARISTIC COmmunITy Of fAmILIES fAITHfuL TO THEIR mInISTRIES

Commitment to My Parish Through Luke 18
By Bianca Macasaet

the rosary every other Thursday. I make it a point to leave 
football practice 15-20 minutes early on Thursdays so that I 
can make it in time for Mass. It is through Luke 18 ministry 
where I learned how to make commitments to my parish.
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LEASE / SALE
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COnnIE PERIQuET GATmAITAn
CynTHIA GATmAITAn mEnCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/f SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

mAKATI CITy

“OuTSIDE VIEWInG PACKAGES AVAILABLE”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800

Be still and know that I am God (Ps 46:10). I came across 
this verse when I first encountered Centering Prayer in 
1997. My reaction was- WHAT! Quiet, stillness? What about 
the rosary and litanies I was taught by the nuns to pray? 
Centering Prayer assures me all this has its place in my 
prayer life. But so does silence, stillness, and meditation.

The silence as a way to “hang out” with my Father and Savior 
who also happens to be my Friend. As my Friend, He listens 
to my constant chatter- pleading, demanding, negotiating 
for this, that, and everything in between. And always, He 
holds me in that space of love, mercy, and compassion. As 
I persevered in the practice of Centering Prayer, however, 
I began to understand I needed to stop talking and start 
listening. In Centering Prayer I found that quiet space to 
listen to my Friend with the ear of my heart.

As an introvert, surface quiet is easy. But surface quiet 
does not equate to inner quiet. An introvert’s inner life can 

be loud, messy, and mostly self-entertaining. In the face of 
inner noise and the busy-ness of life, it takes commitment 
and faithfulness to the practice of Centering Prayer to reach 
a certain level of deep silence. Enough silence to help me 
listen to the movement of the Spirit rather than the dictates 
of my ego, to relish the present moment instead of always 
anxiously anticipating what comes next, and to savor peace 
in the midst of chaos.

It takes faithfulness to get to this space of silence because 
without it, I may miss hearing my Friend’s whisper or His 
laughter, the feel of His arms around me, or know in my 
heart that we love because He first loved us (1 Jn 4:19).

Visit us at www.cophil.org

(Len Hizon is a member of the CONTEMPLATIVE 
OUTREACH PHILIPPINES (COP) and the Santuario de 
San Antonio Support group)

THE TASTE Of SILEnCE by Len Hizon

Always Faithful

http://www.cophil.org/
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