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We Care Because We Pray

St. Clare of Assisi was born 
in Assisi on July 16, 1194, as 
Chiara Offreduccio, the beautiful 
eldest daughter of Favorino 
Sciffi, Count of Sasso-Rosso 
and his wife Ortolana. Tradition 
says her father was a wealthy 
representative of an ancient 
Roman family and her mother 
was a very devout woman 
belonging to the noble family of 
Fiumi.
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As a young girl, Clare dedicated herself 
to prayer. At 18-years-old, she heard St. 
Francis of Assisi preach during a Lenten 
service in the church of San Giorgio and 
asked him to help her live according to 
the Gospel. On Palm Sunday in 1212, 

Clare left her father’s home and went to 
the chapel of the Porziuncula to meet 
with Francis. While there, Clare’s hair 
was cut off and she was given a plain 
robe and veil in exchange for her rich 
gown.

Clare joined the convent of the 
Benedictine nuns of San Paulo, near 
Bastia, under Francis’ orders. When her 
father found her and attempted to force 
her back into his home, she refused 
and professed that she would have no 
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other husband than Jesus Christ. In 
order to give her the greater solitude 
she desired, Francis sent Clare to Sant’ 
Angelo in Panzo, another Benedictine 
nuns monastery.

Clare’s sister Catarina, who took 
the name Agnes, joined her at this 
monastery. The two remained there 
until a separate dwelling was built 
for them next to the church of San 
Damiano.

Over time, other women joined them, 
wanting to also be brides of Jesus and 
live with no money. They became known 
as the “Poor Ladies of San Damiano.” 
They all lived a simple life of austerity, 
seclusion from the world, and poverty, 
according to a Rule which Francis gave 
them as a Second Order. St. Clare and 
her sisters wore no shoes, ate no meat, 
lived in a poor house, and kept silent 
most of the time. Their lives consisted 
of manual labor and prayer. Yet, they 
were very happy, because Our Lord 
was close to them all the time.

San Damiano became the center of 
Clare’s new order, which was then known 
as the “Order of Poor Ladies of San 
Damiano.” For a brief period of time, the 
order was directed by St. Francis himself 
and by 1216, Clare became the abbess 
of San Damiano. Ten years after Clare’s 
death, the order became known as the 
Order of Saint Clare.

While serving as the leader of her order, 
Clare defended them from the attempts 
of prelates to impose a rule on them 
that more closely followed the Rule of 
Saint Benedict than Francis. Clare was 
so devoted and dedicated to Francis 
that she was often referred to as “alter 
Franciscus,” or another Francis. She 
encouraged and aided the man she 
saw as a spiritual father figure, and took 

care of him as he grew old.

Following Francis’ death, Clare 
continued to promote her order, fighting 
off every attempt from each pope trying 
to impose a rule on her order that would 
water down their “radical commitment 
to corporate poverty.”

In 1224, an army of rough soldiers 
from Frederick II came to attack Assisi. 
Although very sick, Clare went out to 
meet them with the Blessed Sacrament 
on her hands. She had the Blessed 
Sacrament placed at the wall where 
the enemies could see it. Then on her 
knees, she begged God to save the 
Sisters.

“O Lord, protect these Sisters whom I 
cannot protect now,” she prayed. A voice 
seemed to answer: “I will keep them 
always in My care.” In that moment, a 
sudden fright struck the attackers and 
they fled as fast as they could without 
harming anyone in Assisi.

St. Clare became sick and suffered 
great pains for many years, but she 
expressed that no pain could trouble 
her. So great was her joy in serving the 
Lord that she once exclaimed: “They 
say that we are too poor, but can a 
heart which possesses the infinite God 
be truly called poor?”

On August 9, 1253, Pope Innocent IV 
declared Clare’s rule would serve as the 
governing rule for Clare’s Order of Poor 
Ladies. Two days later, Clare died at 
59-years-old. Her remains were placed 
in the chapel of San Giorgio while the 
church dedicated to her remains was 
being built. At Pope Innocent’s request, 
the canonization process for Clare 
began immediately, and two years later 
in 1255, Pope Alexander IV canonized 
Clare as Saint Clare of Assisi.

The construction of the Basilica of Saint 
Clare was finished in 1260, and on 
October 3, 1260 Clare’s remains were 
transferred there and buried beneath 
the high altar. Nearly 600 years later, 
her remains were transferred once 
again to a newly constructed shrine in 
the crypt of the Basilica of Saint Clare. 
Her body is no longer claimed to be 
incorrupt.

The Order of Poor Ladies was officially 
changed to the Order of Saint Clare in 
1263 by Pope Urban IV.

St. Clare was designated as the patron 
saint of television in 1958 by Pope Pius 
XII, because when St. Clare was very 
ill, she could not attend mass and was 
reportedly able to see and hear it on the 
wall in her room. 

She is also the patroness of eye 
disease, goldsmiths, and laundry.

Clare is often pictured carrying a 
monstrance or pyx, to commemorate 
the time she warded off the soldiers 
at the gates of her convent with the 
Blessed Sacrament. St. Clare’s feast 
day is celebrated on August 11.

http://www.catholic.org/

St. Cla re of Ass i s i

from page 2

The y sa y tha t we a re to o p o o r, b ut ca n a 
hea rt wh ich p oss ess es the i nfi n i te Go d be 
tru l y ca l l ed p o o r?



4

Parish Bulletin

Sanctuary and Community
of Sacraments by Earl Leonard Sebastian

Seven Sacraments Altarpiece by Rogier van der Weyden, c. 1448.

This article is dedicated in honor of St. Faustina, the patron 
saint of the current World Youth Day, where many pilgrims 
and devotees have come to celebrate the faith.

We are proud to say that we are Catholics: we go to mass 
every Sunday, pray the Angelus and Rosary, but is there 
indeed a measurement of our faith? Are we aware of the 
Seven Sacraments that we practice in the Sanctuario.

Just for the information of all, the Seven Sacraments include 
Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Penance, Anointing of the 
Sick, Holy Orders and Matrimony. We literally practice our 
faith from womb to tomb. The Sanctuario de San Antonio 
is blessed that all seven sacraments are being taught 
and applied in the parish. It is not just empowered by the 
graces of God, but also the closeness and tight-knit bond 
of the parish as one Faith family and 
community. 

For the kids, there is Antioch or 
Magnifikids to initially guide them 
about their faith and God’s Words. As 
they grow up, there is Antioch, then 
the Single Young Adults (SYA) and 
the Faith in Action. In between, there 
is Confirmation, which years later will 
be for the sacrament of Matrimony. 
Many weddings are being held in the 

Parish and it is a special sacrament of which the marriage is 
being blessed by the God rather than the lavishness.

Every week, the sacrament of penance or going to 
confession and celebrating the Eucharist or the Holy Mass 
is done in the Parish. It is a gathering of the community 
and celebration of the sacrifice of Christ for us. It is also an 
opportunity for us to reconcile ourselves with God and to 
reflect deeply on our actions. We cannot blame ourselves 
for some few actions and errors we admit that we are just 
humans and often give in to temptation.

The Holy Orders is a special calling from God and the 
Church. Around twice a year, many men are called to serve 
but only have been chosen to serve in the Parish. One of 
the most special sacraments is the anointing of the sick, 

which is usually given to those who 
are of age and are in danger due to 
sickness or critical illnesses. These 
are all being practiced in Santuario 
of which the Parish community is 
privileged of having the rights and 
opportunities to all of these.

Together, in the Year of Mercy, let 
us remember the sacrifice of God 
as we continue to spread His love 
and peace to everyone.

“And without faith it is impossible 
to please God, because anyone who 

comes to him must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who 

earnestly seek him.” Hebrew 11:6
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Some gifts are so great that we remember them for a 
lifetime; and one such gift is the reception of our First Holy 
Communion.  For last school year’s First Communicants, 52 
CCD students received this precious gift on Saturday, 14 
May, 2016, at 2.00pm at Santuario de San Antonio.

In welcoming parents, relatives and friends, the students 
said, “we will finally be receiving Jesus for the very first time 
in Holy Communion today.  He is coming to make His home 
in us and we welcome Him with excitement, love and great 
joy”.  And so began the Eucharistic Celebration of happiness 
and thanksgiving – the culmination of ten weeks of studying 
about and preparing for, their own Last Supper.

The Presider was Father Reu Jose Galoy, OFM, Parish 
Priest and CCD’s Spiritual Advisor.  In his homily, he began 
by asking the children whether they had had lunch?  “But 

you know, it is not all about food”, he added.  “It is about what 
we present to one another.  What you ate was the sacrifice, 
love , and care of your parents”.  So “when we receive Jesus 
in Holy Communion, Jesus brings us all together.  We come 
in communion with one another, to love one another.”  

In her address, CCD Chair,  Katty Roxas-Chua Qua,  encouraged 
the children to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and 
Holy Eucharist regularly to nourish their souls and to give them 
strength throughout their lives.  She thanked the parents for 
giving their children the blessing of learning and receiving the 
Sacraments; Father Reu, the Presider; the CCD committee;  
and all those who were involved in making this – a memorable 
and a joyful Eucharistic Celebration. Last but not least, she 
thanked the dedicated First Holy Communion Teachers: Dottie 
Pasia, Tess Sarmiento, Lisa So, Doris Cuenca, Micki Po and 
Crissy Castillo.

First Holy Communion:

CCD Students and The Last Supper
CCD - Continuing Catholic Development of SSAP
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Last May 28, 2016, the CCD Ministry had the honor to 
mentor 62 students for Confirmation.  This was the biggest 
batch ever to be confirmed and it is with utmost gratitude 
to know that the Spirit is behind its growth.  Having seen 
the expansion of CCD in the past years, especially of those 
wanting to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, only 
attests to the need of us humans to get closer to our Creator, 
to fill that void deep inside us.  That in the midst of all the 
chaos of the world, we hold on to faith and fervently pray 
that in learning about Him, we can better understand our 
purpose in this world.

To summarize the message of CCD Committee Chair, Katty 
Roxas-Chua Qua, the students have now been blessed with 
the Holy Spirit and have a deeper understanding of the faith.  
As the seeds of faith have been fed, the students are better 
able to recognize the truth with the gift of discernment. And 

CCD CONFIRMATION RITES
CCD - Continuing Catholic Development of SSAP

as for the parents and godparents, she also reminded them 
of their responsibility to nurture these gifts and to be role  
models on loving God and the Church.

The solemn event was lead by Bishop Broderick S. Pabillo, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Manila, and Santuario de San Antonio’s 
parish priest, Fr. Reu Jose Galoy.  The event would not have 
been a success if not for the attention that the CCD Committee 
with Lia Te and Marivic Borromeo together with Leah Azarcon 
provided.  Most of all, thank you for the grace that the dedicated 
Confirmation teachers, Mimi David, Nancy Gonewai, Yolanda 
Lomotan, Rolly Macabuag, and Rachelle Wenger, were 
given as they were able to volunteer their time, effort, and 
voice to share our faith to the students, aiming to always lead 
people we touch closer to God, closer to His purpose, and an 
understanding of one’s own gifts to make this world how the 
Creator has planned it.
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SUNDAY - AUGUST 7
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 8:00am  - LUKERS Special weekend 

for current  members
* 4:00PM - CORO Practice
* 7:00PM  - Memorial service for Fr. 

Hugh R. Zurat,OFM, our 
former parish priest who 
died last July 31,2016

MONDAY - August 8
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St. Francis 
Friendship Home

*3:00PM - OFS Formation

TUESDAY - August 9
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St. Francis 
Friendship

*9:00AM - CWL FREE Breakfast and 
Clinic

*9:00AM - JPIC Hospital Ministry 
PGH Visitation

*2:00PM - Health Care Ministry 
Dancercise “Open to all 
Parishioners”

*4:00PM - Marian Cenacle Group 
Prayer Meeting

WEDNESDAY - August 10
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St. Francis 
Friendship Home

THURSDAY - August 11
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St.Francis 
Friendship Home

*9:00AM - Health Care Ministry 
Visitation at Rizal Medical 
Center, Pasig City

*2:00PM - Health Care Ministry  
Dancercise “Open to All 
Parishioners”

FRIDAY - August 12
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood  Assistance 

Program at St.Francis 
Friendship Home 

*7:00PM - Household Help Charismatic 
Prayer Meeting

*7:30PM - SYA Payday prayer
*9:00PM - Tig-awit Choir Practice

SATURDAY - August 13
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*2:00PM - CWL Scholars meeting
*4:00PM - VOSA Practice
*4:00PM - LUKE 18 Prayer Meeting

David Lu
Connie Gomez
Marilou Arteficio
Victoria Kate de Venecia
Ma. Pilar Oledan
Philip Cuazon, Sr.
Iggy Clavecilla
Africa and Cecile Reynoso
Maxima “Amah” Sy
Aurora Gonzalez
Tommy Dy Buncio
Naning Bagabaldo
Remedios Maceda Berris
Cedric Castro
Pilar del Gallego
Nena Jalandoni
Victoriano Chung
Erlinda Miranda-Oledan
Zwei Lopez Gadi
Shallouh Bancil Swinnerton
Francisco Tankiang
Cynthia Arms
Felicisimo Alcantara
Rosario de Leon Tobias
Gloria Syjuco
Raffy Chan

Edric Co
Peter Soo
Chito San Jose
Nancy Imperial
Johnny Lopez
Lisa Alvendia
Letty Ligon
Norma J. Carlos
Sony Lopez Gonzalez
Shaina Bhudhrani
Gia Gonzalez
Orlando Bernardo
Rolando Sotaso
Cecilio Hidalgo
Victorina Leus
Iya Ocampo
Bernadette Gonzali
Guillermo Profeta
Dra. Ofelia Adapon
Soldedad T. Consing
Julius Cesar Samaniego
Ramon Palanca

* If you want a name added or 
deleted, contact Bernadette at the 
Parish office tel. nos. 8438830-32. 

PARISH ANNOuNCeMeNTS 

CALeNdAR OF MINISTRIeS FOR THe WeeK PLeASe PRAy FOR THe SICK

Contemplative Outreach Philippines and Santuario de San Antonio Parish

A Recollection on Spirituality of
Day to Day Life

Speaker:  Fr. Phil estrella
August 13, 2016  9AM - 12NN/ Parish Center
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