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What is

FrancisFest?
by Menchu O. Bautista

FRANCISFEST is a celebration of 
the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, 
founder of the Franciscan Order, the 
order of our priests here at Santuario 
de San Antonio.
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Dear Co-stewards and pilgrims:

Peace and all good!

Our theme for this month is STEWARDSHIP. This is timely not only in 
preparation for the upcoming Francisfest in Oct. 3, 2016, our annual 
fundraising event, hopefully, this will also pave the way towards the 
implementation of the Spirituality of Stewardship (SoS) as a means 
to support all our ecclesial programs and activities in November 
2017. SoS is central to our 2017 National Celebration of the Year of 
the Parish. Our parish will conduct a series of formation sessions to 
help us understand better the principles and practices even in our 
daily life. 

The principle of stewardship is at the very heart of our Christian way 
of life. Its biblical foundation conveys our identity as God’s creatures. 
It leads to reverence and awe: an attitude of profound respect – 
seeing God in all and all in God. It expresses our profound trust and 
gratitude to God. Stewardship is part of the dynamics of love as we 
are called to love God above all things – it defines even our way of 
being and relating both to God and our sisters and brothers.

Many of us are aware of the threefold elements of stewardship: time, 
talent and treasure.  There are other elements that we also need 
to include, namely; life, faith, environment and vocation (single-
blessedness, married life and priestly-religious life). To take care 
of what has been entrusted to us by seeing to it that God’s gifts is 
not destroyed or wasted; put into use for self and for others and; to 
be developed and enhanced because in due time, we will give an 
account (transparency) of what has been entrusted to us.

May our individual and collective effort to embody the Spirituality of 
Stewardship bring justice, peace and joy in our ministry of love and 
service for life.

Your co-pilgrim in life and faith,

Fr. reu JOSe C. GalOy, OFM

FrOM THe DeSK OF THe ParISH PrIeST
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM, Parish Priest

The principle of 
stewardship is at the 

very heart of our 
Christian way of life. 

Its biblical foundation 
conveys our identity 

as God’s creatures. 



3

Santuario de San antonio Pastoral Team
Fr. Baltazar A. Obico, OFM - Guardian
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM - Vicar Provincial, Parish Priest
Fr. Mark Adame G. Bakari, OFM - Busar
Fr. Jesus E. Galindo, OFM - Member
Fr. Efren C. Jimenez, OFM - Member

rDIP - PB editorial Team & General Information
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Head, RDIP-PB
Marilou Consing – Editor in Chief
Javier Luis Gomez - Assistant Editor
Earl Leonard Sebastian - Assistant Editor
Hannah Roa - Assistant Editor
Marie Tycangco - Assistant Editor
Jeannie Bitanga – Website Administrator
Alexa Montinola - Assistant Website Administrator
Edward Lu – Art & Design
Colorplus Production Group Corp. – Production

Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center Office 
Tel. nos. 8438830-31
Email: ssap_info@yahoo.com
Website: www.ssaparish.com
Website email: webi@ssaparish.com
Foundation website: www.santuariodesanantonio.org

Parish Pastoral Council 
Edmund Lim, KHS – President
Cristina Teehankee – Vice President
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Secretary

September 4, 2016

Stewardship is one of the words that we need to reimagine in our world today. In Catholic thought, it 
became attached to the idea of the environment and our role as stewards of creation. Too often, we 
hear this, and we think of a servant- and as is usually the case, we imagine a kind of environmental 
activist - running around scrambling to save our fragile planet. But we can expand our understanding 
of stewardship from activity to attitude. It can be about a way of thinking that is not just our work for the 
earth but also our relationship to our home.

We can begin small by thinking about our bodies 
this way. Today, it is the norm to treat the body as a 
machine. It is like a piece of equipment that we have to 
maintain, and tune up and oil all the time. Then when 

it ‘breaks down’ we become anxious and unhappy. But we are more 
than simply how well our bodies function.

To be stewards of the body must be about health and not maintenance. 
And so we can embrace ‘health’ in its widest possible meaning. More 
and more, science is showing us that our minds affect our bodies and 
vice versa. That a healthy mind expands itself onto the body, and that 
a healthy body clears and illumines the mind.

St. Paul calls the body a ‘temple of the Holy Spirit’ (1 Cor 6:19). Like 
the temple, we want to be well kept both inside and out.

A Eucharistic Community of Families 
as Good Stewards of the Body by Javier Luis Gomez
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The Livelihood Assistance Outreach Program of Santuario 
De San Antonio Parish Foundation is housed in the St. 
Francis Friendship Home Livelihood and Spirituality Center 
located in West Rembo, beside the University of Makati.  
Administered by the Secular Franciscans (OFS), the 
Livelihood Outreach provides a safe haven for the needy 
mothers and their children in the surrounding communities. 
The operation offers “Kainan” Food Counters with fresh 
cooked snacks and food orders for lunch/dinner for the 
students and residents in the surrounding communities 
as well as packed lunch/dinner and snacks delivered to 
employees in nearby Office buildings. The Friendship Home 
also houses a Thrift Shop, a mini Library both for adults and 
children, a small computer room where children as well as 
adults avail of computer training and services, and a tiny 
vegetable garden, currently planted to nutritious malunggay.

At present, it is directly benefitting 13 families with 
opportunities to earn a living by way of teaching the mothers 
how to cook nutritious quality meals that they sell in the 
outlets where they are assigned to serve and deliver. OFS 
also assists in providing scholarships for the children and 
helps the adults to look for job opportunities, molding, 
guiding and counseling them in understanding and living out 
their spiritual beliefs and Christian faith.

In seeking to understand the urgent needs of the immediate 
community, the Secular Franciscans seek ways to respond 

to their needs getting to know the members of the community 
as individuals. This vibrant interaction has become the 
venue for spiritual enrichment and for values formation.

The Friendship Home is reaching out to parishioners for 
any small assistance in any one of these various ways for: 

·	 The livelihood Program – 
o Opportunities to improve their cooking, 

baking and services; 
o Order packed lunch to be delivered in 

nearby office buildings; 
o Old computers, printers and the like, 

assistance in computer training, 
serviceable pots, & pans.

·	 The Thrift Shop – unwanted but still wearable 
clothes for children &/or adults, old toys, useable 
household/kitchens articles.

·	 The mini-library – children’s/adult’s books 
·	 Volunteers for counseling, values formation and 

Read Along for Children
·	 Medical & dental care assistance, first aid and 

vitamins for children

In faith, hope and love the Secular Franciscans grow much 
more responding to them in our own little way we follow the 
footsteps of our Patron, St. Francis of Assisi as we share a 
willing ear, an understanding heart, and a helping hand.

Livelihood Assistance Outreach Program at 
the St Francis Friendship Home Livelihood 
and Spirituality Center
by Tina Teehankee, Coordinator, The St. Francis Friendship Home Livelihood and Spirituality Center

FRIENdShIp homE & LIvELIhood pRoGRAm
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Donors as of Sept. 01, 2016

“Blessed is he who expects nothing,
for he shall enjoy everything.”

PlaTINuM
Carmen O. Bautista
NECO Philippines

  
BrONZe

Mrs. Felicitas A. Arroyo
Mrs. Amelita D. Guevara

Barbara & Bernardo Lichayto
Heirs of Imelda O. Cojuangco

DONOr
Rico & Annabelle Bautista

A.B.V. Incorporated
Myrna Lacson

Steven & Marisa Chan
Marco Shoe Sole Factory

Friends of St. Francis

FRANCISFEST started in Santuario de San Antonio 
in October 1986 as a simple celebration with food 
booths around the church grounds. The following 
year, 1987, a Youth Concert was held and special 
awards were given to parishioners with exceptional 
service for the church. In 1988, FRANCISFEST 
became a fund-raising event. It has since 
become the major annual fund-raising event of 
the parish for the purpose of supporting its many 
outreach programs, poor Franciscan churches, 
seminarians in our Lady of the Angels Seminary, 
and the repairs and improvement of the church.
 
The FRANCISFEST 2016 Committee’s thrust this 
year is to invite all Santuario de San Antonio 
parish families to share their blessings, and 
likewise encourage their children to give from 
their own gifts or savings to those who have 
so little in life.  Any donation – big or small – is 
greatly appreciated. may we all indeed become 
oNE BIG EUChARISTIC pARISh FAmILY, united 
in praising and serving God by loving our 
fellowmen!

What is

FrancisFest?
from page 1

SOMe FaCTS aBOuT ST. 
FraNCIS OF aSSISI

Francesco Bernardone was born in Assisi, Umbria, 
Italy in 1181 to a wealthy family. As a young man, 
he served as a soldier, was wounded and became 
a prisoner of war. He heard God’s call to build His 
church and serve the poor and went on to become 
one of the most venerated Catholic saints. He is 
known to have designed the 1st Nativity set in 1224, 
and he was the first man ever recorded to receive 
the Stigmata, the wounds of Christ. He died on Oct. 
3, 1226 and his feast is celebrated in the Catholic 
calendar on Oct. 4th each year.
 
SaINT FraNCIS and POPe FraNCIS

On March 13, 2013, upon his election as Pope, 
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Argentina chose 
Francis as his papal name in honor of Saint Francis 
of Assisi. He had chosen the name because the saint 
was especially concerned about the well-being of the 
poor, one of Pope Francis’s main advocacies.

Corinthian Commercial 
Corporation Chloe C. Romulo Periquet

Jaime Y. Ladao Erlinda Panlilio
Anonymous Antonio M. Lagdameo Sr.

Isabel Wilson Leticia Syquia
Ramon Regala Margarita B. Canto & Family
Ofelia Recto Atty. & Mrs. Augusto Martirez
Rainerio/Remedios Reyes Julie Ong
Oscar Ledesma Jr. Cristina Ponce-Enrile
Anonymous Angelita Lilles
Anonymous Puyat Steel Corp.

COrPOraTe SPONSOrS

Major Sponsor
GaNeT Corporation

Minor Sponsor
aGCHeM Manufacturing Corporation
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Zach Garcia and Crissy Castillo

Fr. Reu and the group at the Friday Way of the Cross

The SSAP Delegation at Wadowice- the hometown of Pope John Paul II The girls of the group

Rosy Adriano, 
Clarisse Gomez 

and Marie 
Tycangco and the 
WYD Final Mass
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leaSe / Sale
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIe PerIQueT GaTMaITaN
CyNTHIa GaTMaITaN MeNCHaCa

TelS.: 8130875 – 8672227  Cell (0917)8109379
3/F SeDCCO BlDG., raDa ST., leGaSPI VIll., 

MaKaTI CITy

“OuTSIDe VIeWING PaCKaGeS aVaIlaBle”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800

Zach Garcia, Sandy Gana and Javier Gomez at the WYD Vigil David Huang at the WYD Vigil

Zoe Gonzales and Elise Yabut with Sister Maria Faustina




	_GoBack

