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Fr. Hugh’s
Journey as a
Priest in the
Philippines
MACEK RAYMOND ZURAT
(Religious Name: Fr. Hugh Raymond Zurat)
Born: Oct. 19, 1935
East Chicago, Indiana, USA
Died: July 31, 2016
Burlington, Wisconsin

1953

AUGUST 14

Entrance to Novitiate
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, USA
1957

AUGUST 15

Solemn Profession
Burlington, Wisconsin, USA
1962

MAY 26

Date of Ordination
West Chicago, Illinois
1963

DECEMBER 19

First Arrival in the Philippines
Assignments in the Province
of San Pedro Bautista (SPB)
››

JANUARY–JUNE 1964

Assistant, Parish Priest
San Isidro, Northern Samar
››

1964–1966

››

Christ the King College
Director, Minor Seminary
Calbayog City, Western Samar
››

1966–1968

››

Christ the King College
Dean of Theology / Praeses of
Fraternity
1968–1973

Christ the King College
School Director
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››

1989–1992

Our Lady of the
Abandoned Parish
Assistant Parish Priest
Sta. Ana, Manila

1976–1979

SSAP, Forbes Park, Makati
Assistant Parish Priest
››

››

1973–1976

OLAS
Superior
Novaliches, Quezon City

››

MAY 1992

Fr. Hugh left for the US

1979–1989

SSAP, Forbes Park, Makati
Parish Priest
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I’ll Be Seeing You
by Fr. Antonio Ma. Rosales, OFM
I'LL BE SEEING YOU... IN ALL THE
OLD FAMILIAR PLACES ... there's the
Parish Center, Fr. Hugh, that you started and finished the construction some 35
years ago... and remember the "Buling-Buling," the Francisfests, the fun-runs...
THAT THIS HEART OF MINE EMBRACES... ALL DAY THROUGH... there's
your love for the Parish Pastoral Weekend,
which you started here in the parish, and
was brought to other parts of the country...
a testimony to your being a pastor's pastor;
IN A SMALL CAFE... THE PARK
ACROSS THE WAY... THE CHILDREN'S CAROUSEL... Oh yes, there
was the Antioch Youth Group that you
loved and introduced as well. They are
all grown-up --- much grown-up, with
F R . H U G H Z U R A T, O. F. M . :

The Wind Beneath
Our Wings
by Winnie Monsod
This is the way I would describe what
Fr. Hugh Zurat (some of us called him
Fr. Hugs, because he was a huggable
bear of a man) meant to us as parishioners, as a family, as Christians, while he
was parish priest of SSAP. Let me share
some memories, which will show just
why he was the WBOW.
We had so many activities and programs, which were undertaken for the
“first” time under his watch, like our first
parish fiesta, the parish bulletin, congregational singing, forming of choirs, and
new parish programs. There were a lot
of well-meaning wet blankets, but Father
Hugs would have none of that. He not only
encouraged all comers, but also participated enthusiastically in planning, brainstorming, and attracting parishioners.

those who served as their "house guardians" and parishioners who offered their
homes where the young could have a
weekend of prayer and bonding;
THE CHESTNUT TREE... THE WISHING WELL... Many of the Antiochers
have married, have families and settled
elsewhere, here or abroad... A few have
gone ahead of you, some resting in the
niches of Crypt One, which you also
built. They are where you are now, and
are happy to be with you again...

YOU THAT WAY... especially in that old
Adoration Chapel, where parishioners
crowded everyday, late into the night, to
speak with the Lord, to be one with Him
in his love and grace...
WE’LL FIND YOU IN THE MORNING SUN... yes, when you used to walk
around the village with the Walking
Group, a few of them have already gone
where you are now, and are happy to be
reunited with you...

WE'LL BE SEEING YOU… IN EVER
LOVELY SUMMER DAY... Remember
when you went with the parishioners, especially with the families and the youth,
on trips around the country...

AND WHEN THE NIGHT IS NEW...
and after the 6pm Mass, we would rush
to Max's restaurant in the old Glorietta, and you would eat a whole chicken,
sometimes even two, licking their bones
dry, like your whole life depended on it...

IN EVERYTHING THAT'S BRIGHT
AND GAY, WE'LL ALWAYS THINK OF

WE'LL BE LOOKING AT THE MOON...
AND WE'LL BE SEEING ... YOU.

what to do – go on, cancel, postpone?
We met and he left it to us to decide.
When we opted to go on, changing venues to San Agustin instead of the parish
grounds, he went full force behind us.
In 24 hours, booths were transferred;
the San Agustin gym was decorated. Fr.
Hugs cheered us on.

fetus was normal. I thought it a great idea,
but naturally, I went to Fr. Hugs to ask if that
were all right, fully expecting 100% support. He listened, and then he asked: “If
the tests showed an abnormality, would
CONT’D ON PAGE 9
Santuario de San Antonio Pastoral Team

Fr. Hugs was big on families. Parish
families were formed into three teams for
the sports events. There was a program in
the evening, with parish families participating as families. He was the main attraction at the Dunking Booth, after his
mass. We paid to try to get him to fall
into the water and he laughed uproariously when he got dunked.
I think that Parish Fiesta was the
most attended and most successful we
have ever had in terms of participation.
Showing his parishioners and organizers
100% confidence in their abilities reaped
him rewards in terms of parishioners
who were unafraid to take on new and
heretofore unknown tasks he would assign to them. The WBOW.

Fr. Baltazar A. Obico, OFM - Guardian
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM - Vicar Provincial, Parish Priest
Fr. Mark Adame G. Bakari, OFM - Busar
Fr. Jesus E. Galindo, OFM - Member
Fr. Efren C. Jimenez, OFM - Member
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Suzette H. Gatmaitan - Head, RDIP - PIB
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Javier Luis Gomez - Assistant Editor
Earl Leonard Sebastian - Assistant Editor
Marie Tycangco - Assistant Editor
Clarisse Gomez - Assistant Editor
Jeannie Bitanga - Website Administrator
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Tel. nos. 8438830-31
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There was a time when a typhoon
hit the day before the Fiesta. Fr. Hugs
called a meeting, asking us to decide
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Here's another memory: I had a late
pregnancy, and it was recommended that I
have an amniocentesis to determine if the

Edmund Lim, KHS - President
Cristina Teehankee - Vice President
Suzette H. Gatmaitan - Secretary
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Personal Letter of Jem to Fr. Hugh
Dear Fr. Hugh,
Greetings from the Chinese Jesuit
missions in Taiwan!
Long time no see.
Just had a short chat with my Mom
the other day on Skype, and she mentioned how you were. I just realized that
you're the last of the American Franciscan missionaries who have formed me,
still surviving today.
Frs. Julian, David, Bede have all gone
ahead and my regret is that I never got to
thank them personally for all that they’ve
done for us at San Antonio. Please accept
my deepest thanks at this moment, for
your personal care, and for being instrumental in God's plan for me.
Rest assured, I never took it against
you that you didn't give me permission to
join Antioch when I was still too young
(my mom mentioned that you brought
this up recently, that you felt some regret). I actually took this as a sign from
God, that I should continue to stay with
Luke 18, as I had qualms about Antioch's
vices at that time. This also taught me
how not to ask for exceptions and special
favors. I really thank you for this.
To tell you the truth, I've admitted
publicly, during my Dad's wake last year
(with Fr. Tony Rosales as the main celebrant) that I did want to become a Franciscan. I was so edified by the simplicity
of the Franciscan lifestyle in the midst of
the urban opulence of Forbes and Dasma.
I recounted how as altar boys, we would
raid the Franciscans' fridge, and find that
there was not much there! (Later, Fr. Tony
added, "little did he know, we Franciscans
have our own fridges in each room!" That
was quite a comic relief.) Though I was
attracted by the Franciscan simplicity,
in my search to follow Jesus, I somehow
knew that I was still too materialistic, and
had too many attachments.
When I met the Jesuits, who didn't
seem to have a vow of poverty and openly admitted that they were "sinners, yet
called, just like St. Ignatius, to be com-
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panions of Jesus", I realized that that's the
group where I belong.
After 18 years as a Jesuit, I discovered
that there are quite a few Jesuits who are
serious about the vow of poverty, particularly in the Franciscan way, and have
shown that some Jesuits can really live up
to this ideal too, but really only by God's
graces, and not by one's own efforts or human rules alone. I'm glad to find that Pope
Francis is one of them. I can identify so
much with him, who obviously emulates
St. Francis of Assisi, with the Jesuit honesty that he is a sinner, and unworthy, yet
"miserando atque eligendo" (being shown
mercy and being chosen). My only qualm
about this pope is that he celebrates liturgy like most Jesuits, without much care for
the details and liturgical music.
The masses sung at San Antonio were
most memorable for me precisely because of the liturgical music, especially
when the presider would sing the words
of consecration (perhaps, the melody of
Fr. Andres Ranoa?). Those words would
touch a deeper chord within me, and continue to resound in me even long after the
mass. Because of this, I have been singing the words of consecration, even when
celebrating masses alone, regardless if the
mass is in Chinese, Italian, Latin, Tagalog, or English. I find that the melody fits
so well to express what the words convey.
So there you have it, that's probably
the Filipino Franciscan in me, I suppose, in the liturgical tradition of Santuario de San Antonio!
I am still striving towards deeper Franciscan poverty, begging the grace of God
for this. For this, I'll need your prayers too.
My current mission is to teach Ignatian Spirituality at our Theologate. We have
students mostly from the Mainland, which
is wonderful. Hopefully, our small efforts
here in Taiwan can help evangelize the spiritual culture of the entire Chinese people.
Commending these intentions to
your prayers, for one of the lesser spiritual sons of St. Francis.
—Jem, SJ

Fr. Hugh
by Mike Yuson
I met Fr. Hugh when I joined Luke18.
He was a jolly fellow and he was always
smiling and you couldn't help but feel
welcome whenever you would see him.
When I joined Antioch it was he
who heard my very first serious confession. During my confession, I felt that I
was talking to God himself. His warmth
made me open up completely. After my
confession he stood up and gave me the
tightest hug, the feeling of which I will
never forget.
During those times, there was really
not much to do in Manila and the kids
didn't really have a place to hang out,
he welcomed us to church. Every day
during summer the church grounds was
filled with kids playing and it became
our hang out. We were noisy and rowdy
but you would never hear him complain
or get mad at us even if it was past midnight. He would go out of his room and
just smile and wave at us from the second
floor and watch what we were doing. We
would even stay in church until the early
morning just hanging out.
I remember one night, we were bored
and decided to go to the back of the convento to go ghost hunting, it was still a
huge mango orchard. While we were
"hunting" it was pitch black and suddenly there was a ball of light at one corner
and it started chasing us. Of course we
were running and screaming in fear and
then we heard someone laughing. It was
Fr. Hugh from the second floor hiding
and shining a flashlight to scare us. He
then invited us to go to the kitchen for a
midnight snack.
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My Eulogy for Fr. Hugh
by Jolly Gomez
Fr. Hugh was the priest who turned
me on to love for the church and ignited
my passion to spread God's love. He was
the one who started Luke 18, Antioch,
SYA and Parish Renewal. Like a humble
servant of God, he died quietly without
fanfare or fuss, in His loving embrace.
“It only takes a spark to get a fire
going and soon all those around can
warm up in the glowing. That’s how it
is with God’s love once you’ve experienced it. You’ll spread His love to everyone you’ll want to pass it on.” - Fr.
Hugh Zurat, OFM
This is one of the most memorable
songs of any member of the San Antonio
youth through the years.
Fr. Hugh Zurat was the “spark.” He
served the parish in the early 80’s. I was in
my early twenties, trying to figure out my
faith in a parish I grew up in. Fr. Hugh Zurat was around the age of Fr. Reu and Fr.
Joel today. He was a young parish priest
who wanted to make an impact in the faith
journey of the parishioners from the most
affluent part of the Philippines.
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Fr. Hugh Zurat was
the “spark.” He
wanted to make an
impact in the faith
journey of the
parishioners.
—Jolly Gomez

The simplest “spark” was done when
he introduced us to the Body of Christ. A
concept that we learned in our catechism
books but only experienced it in San Antonio through Fr. Hugh. The Parish Renewal Weekends led to so much activity
in the parish – the spark became a flame,
which is still burning today.
Fr. Hugh was a gifted preacher but his
priestly power was in private confessions
in which you felt as if you were the only
one that mattered to him at that time. I

once had a confession with him wherein I expressed my apprehensions in being a parish leader because I was young
and inexperienced. His penance to me
was to read Jeremiah, which is about a
young preacher who had his doubts. “But
the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am
too young.’ You must go to everyone to
whom I send you. You must say everything that I order you to say. Do not be
afraid of the people to whom I send you.
I am with you. And I will rescue you’, declares the LORD.””
This reading has been burned in
my heart for life. It was a small spark
from Fr. Hugh that has led to an eternal flame of passion and love for our
parish particularly the youth. We are
now on Weekend 66 for both Luke and
Antioch and Weekend 32 for SYA. The
“spark” into a flame is passed on and is
oh so bright and beautiful.
Knowing Fr. Hugh, his modesty will
not want us to say all these things about
him. I ask everyone then to honor him by
KEEPING THE FLAME. Let us continue
to love our parish and the Body of Christ
with all our heart, soul and mind.
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MILESTONES DURING THE TIME OF FR. HUGH R. ZURAT, OFM (1980–1989)

Parish Constructions and Improvements
1980

1981

1988

Renovation of Church Altars

First choir risers up in the
Choir Loft

Construction of Convento
Annex building

BEFORE
1982

Ground Breaking for the
Parish Center Construction

1988

Construction of Crypt 1

The Start of Parish
Outreach Activities
In 1982, the Mulawin barangay center was
built in Malibay, Pasay City. In the 1985,
the barangay chapel was constructed.
Then followed the prison apostolate
in the city jails of Manila, Makati and
Taguig.

AFTER

In 1983, the Legal Assistance (SALA)
was founded. Since then, more outreach
activities were organized, which continue
on up to the present.

1985

Choir risers at the left side of
the Altar
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Parish First Big Events
1981

1983

1984

First Parish Fiesta, headed by
Winnie Monsod

First Buling Buling

June 13 Fiesta, Blessing of the
Parish Center with Dinner
Dance

1983

First Parish Fundraising for
the Construction of the Parish
Center

1986

FrancisFest Celebration
sponsored by Circle
of St. Anthony
1987

First FrancisFest Recognition
Night for parishioners of exceptional service with Youth
Concert

1982

First Octoberfest

1988

First FrancisFest Fundraising
with Mrs. Imelda O. Cojuangco
as Chairperson

First Parish Organizations
1982

Antioch was first introduced in the Philippines by Mark & Mary Jo Pirola.
Followed by Luke 18.

1983

Parish Renewal was first introduced by Mark & Mary Jo Pirola. Fr. Hugh and
some SSAP members attended an intensive training weekend with Fr. Chuck
Gallagher in Australia.

1984

First Single Young Adult (SYA) weekend. He personally contacted some young
adults from the parish to help him realize a dream. That dream turned out to be
the SYA weekend experience, followed by more parish ministries/organizations.
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Tribute
to Fr. Hugh
by Vicky Chan
I knew Fr. Hugh for over 45 years. He
was a big presence in the parish during
his time here. Because of his warmth
and dynamism, he made the parish vibrant 24/7. His biggest commitment was
to Parish Renewal. He wanted to draw
parishioners, particularly the young
to become more involved. He made it
both fun and meaningful to be active in
Church. As my niece Caren says, he gave
the youth a voice in the parish. He established the annual Flores de Mayo, which
would give our children a chance to offer
flowers to Mama Mary every day in May.
He helped establish Luke 18 and Antioch
for adolescents and older teens to get to
know each other and learn about their
Faith during critical formative years.
He formed the Circle of Saint Anthony
(COSA) for young professionals, which I
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Many of the seeds of
Parish Renewal
that Fr. Hugh planted
continue to blossom
and are key parts
of the vibrant parish
we have today.
—Vicky Chan

was part of. He also helped build the parish center, which would be a hub for these
groups as well as for parish gatherings.
One of the reasons that made it easy for
Fr. Hugh to attract all these groups and
young folks was that he was a cool priest.

I cannot forget the time the parish center
was very new and he allowed COSA to set
up a horror booth as part of one of the
parish activities. We mistakenly got black
paints all over the newly painted walls but
he did not scold us for it.
Many of the seeds of Parish Renewal
that Fr. Hugh planted continue to blossom and are key parts of the vibrant
parish we have today. For that we will
always be thankful.
Aside from being our priest, he was
a good friend to me, my family and a lot
of parishioners. I last saw Fr. Hugh in
1992. He was heading back to the US,
but before he did, he joined a group of
parishioners, I included, for a Europe
tour, where we got to visit Rome and
Fatima. We have not seen each other
since, but Fr. Hugh, ever thoughtful,
would never fail to send cards or letters
for my birthday and for Christmas.
Fr. Hugh, thank you for all your contributions to the Santuario de San Antonio. We will truly miss you.

13/10/2016 9:47 PM

9
October 9, 2016

october 16, 2016

Remembering Fr. Hugh
by Bernadette Andulte
Fr. Hugh R. Zurat, OFM, a shy and
reluctant parish priest was appointed in
1979. He desired Santuario de San Antonio Parish to be known as a “Church
of Prayer” so he started the renovation
of the church altars and organized more
parish organizations. There were many
first time activities such as the Buling-Buling, Parish Fiesta, Octoberfest,
and the Francisfest Concert.
In 1982, parishioners Mark and
Mary Jo Pirola encouraged Fr. Hugh to
organize the Single Young Adults, Antioch and Luke 18 weekends, tapping
the youth of our parish. Thanks to Jolly Gomez, the youth programs till now
draws young parishioners and non-parishioners to be involved.
In 1983, the Parish Renewal Experience Program was introduced to organize
the married couples and adults of our

parish. As an ordinary Church employee
and as an insider-observer, I would say
it was the most significant program that
drew and motivated the parishioners to
spiritual upliftment and parish involvement, which I encountered myself.
The PRE would not have been successful without Fr. Hugh. He laid the
groundwork that became the foundation
of the parish christian relationships and
programs centered on prayer and love. I
myself became more involved with the
parish activities and did not mind working beyond my working hours.
I remember the themes that motivated the parishioners to respond in
ONENESS were “We are Family and
the Parish Family that prays together…
plays together”.
Fr. Hugh Zurat, OFM started to bloom
in his pastoral ministry. Since then till 1989
the parish became alive, more involved,

The Wind Beneath...
FROM PAGE 3

you have the baby aborted?” “Of course not”, was my indignant
reply. “Then why have the test at all?” He shot back. He had me.
He wasn’t as liberal as he seemed. There were limits. But it was not
a putdown. The WBOW.
A third memory: My mother was visiting us from the US, and
she fell ill. She couldn’t shake it over a two-week period, in spite of
tests and house visits by some of the best doctors. She finally told
me, Winnie, “I don’t need doctors, I need a priest.” Her self-diagnosis
was that she had offended a spirit in a tree we had in our yard so she
needed a priest to exorcise that spirit. Naturally, I went to Fr. Hugs,
and was shamefacedly stating the problem about spirits in trees,
when he interrupted with a “Winnie, don’t knock it. I spent 10 years
in Samar, and I can tell you a lot of stories. I will go there right away.”
He talked to my mother in all seriousness, identified the
tree, went to it, opened his book, and started praying. Mean-

more loving and all smiles. The parishioners
were so inspired not only because of the activities but because of Fr. Hugh’s charisma,
dedication and leadership, devoting his time
24/7 to his pastoral ministry. Up to now, the
euphoria of being together and united as a
parish is still vivid in my mind! How I wish
we could have those times back.
When Fr. Hugh left, the parish was
like a ghost town. It was so quiet. Fr.
Hugh was the magnet as he became a
pastor, confidant and a friend.
Today, I see the parishioners growing
as well as being active with all kinds of
activities, especially with their outreach
programs. I am proud to say that what I
love most about SSAP are the parishioners, their untiring support of their time
and their generous heart is unquestionable, their faith bonded in unity, follows
Jesus. Indeed, Christ is the center of all
relationships, activities and programs in
SSAP. He removed the barriers that so
often separate the parishioners. He drew
them together in true friendship and
love. To God be the glory in SSAP!

while, our domestic helpers told him their stories about certain spirits in their area of the house, and he also went there.
Seriously. Afterwards, he went to my mother, and said all
was well. The next day, her fever was gone, and she was up
and about. She never forgot what Fr. Hugs did for her and I
will never forget how an American priest respected our culture and traditions and was willing to work with it, in his
Catholic fashion. The WBOW.
Those were the golden days of our parish. We soared. Fr.
Hugs was the wind beneath our wings.

Prayer to St. Joseph of Cupertino for
Success in Examinations
O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino who while on
earth did obtain from God the grace to be asked
at your examination only the questions you knew,
obtain for me a like favour in the examinations for
which I am now preparing. In return I promise to
make you known and cause you to be invoked.
Through Christ our Lord.
St. Joseph of Cupertino, Pray for us.
Amen.
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My Tribute to Fr. Hugh After His Death,
On His Birthday, Oct. 19
by Amelita D. Guevara
I came to live in Forbes immediately after marrying Cards Guevara in
1962. With a Master’s degree in Music
and growing up in a choir at Our Lady
of Lourdes Church in Quezon City, I
was asked by my aunt, T. Diding Panlilio to organize and conduct the choir
at San Antonio Church.
In 1980, Fr. Hugh was Parish Priest. I
am what I am in the Coro because of Fr.
Hugh. He believed in me and allowed me
to grow both musically and spiritually as
he sat down with me to teach me how to
plan the liturgy week after week.
One Easter vigil Mass, I decided to
hire three trumpets to accompany us
with the organ to sing the Hallelujah
Chorus from Handel’s Messiah without
telling Fr. Hugh. Right after the service,
he said “From now on, there will be no
Easter without trumpets!” Our singing

graduated from the three trumpets to a
20-piece orchestra through time.
We became a weekly choir after we
joined a Festival of Choruses at Union
Church. We were then 18 strong only
and mostly volunteers with no professional background. I know that we made
hardly a squeak then, but Fr. Hugh was
all praises for us at the Parish Bulletin the
following Sunday.
Fr. Hugh used to celebrate the Coro
Mass weekly through almost all of the
10 years he was our Parish Priest. Then
on the last year, he started giving us
away to other priests. It broke my heart
each time we sang and he was not our
Celebrant. He never said a word on
why he was doing this.
Finally, the day came when he was
ending his term as Parish Priest. He was
transferred to Sta. Ana. Most of us visited
him there as often as we could. Several of

us have visited him in the United States.
One time our whole family went to visit
him, had lunch with him in Wisconsin.
Then we went to visit Fr. Julian as he lay
there half paralyzed. They said he hasn’t
said a word for weeks. But he did when we
surprised him. He waved his hand away
when he told him that Jem our youngest
son, was going to become a Jesuit.
One of our last attempts to see him
was when Chips and Akiko were going
to get married in 2009. He had planned
on coming to concelebrate the wedding
ceremony with Akiko’s friend Minister
in New York, but he had internal bleeding and couldn't make it. From then
on it was a downward descend in his
health concerns.
Rest in God, dear Fr. Hugh. Your
treasure chest is full of the goodness you
have spread in our midst and God sees it
all. We know you are now receiving His
abundant rewards.

We love you, Fr. Hugh
by Chips Guevara
As a kid growing up raised a Catholic, I always felt that the Holy Mass was
only for adults. I did not understand it.
We were made to memorize prayers, and
go to mass every Sunday. At mass, the
sermons were almost always catered to
adults, so the young ones would just get
lost, space out or fall asleep.
Then came Father Hugh. Fr. Hugh
loved the youth. I remember that he was
one of the first priests that really took the
time to make a conversation with us, to
really develop friendships with us, shared
meals with us, and took the time to explain our faith to us. I still remember he
taught us to meditate on the mysteries of
the rosary. As he spoke and guided our
thoughts, it was only then I realized what
Jesus Christ’s sacrifice meant to us, how

101216_Weekly_SAP_Oct9.indd 10

his suffering paid for our sins. Fr. Hugh
did it in a guided meditation, in such a
way that did not make us feel guilty or
terrible about ourselves, but we felt Jesus
Christ’s unconditional love.
He started the Kid’s Mass. It happened
every 10:30 AM on Sundays. It was a mass
that we all enjoyed tremendously. In fact, as
kids, it was the only mass we enjoyed, because Fr. Hugh designed it to be so. He let
us handle the music, so we chose the worship music that we enjoyed singing, and
so we sang our hearts out. He let us do the
commentating and lecturing. Most importantly, he explained the gospel readings
in our words. I remember, he would call
us all up on the altar to sit around him. It
was like a sermon on the mount, but all
kids as his audience. He would use our
language, our words to explain the readings so we understood and appreciated.

Chips and Akiko visiting Fr. Hugh in Chicago

He dared to raise money for a parish
center. I felt that it was so important to
him that we needed a place to bond as
a community, a place to have retreats,
or celebrate fiestas. It was a monumental task, with a very likelihood of not
making it, but he went ahead and did it
because it was important to our church,
our faith family. By God’s grace, we succeeded in putting this building up under
Fr. Hugh’s leadership. This became the
home of Lukers, Antiochers, SYAers,
and many other organizations of our
CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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october 16, 2016

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements

Calendar of Ministries for the Week

Mass & Blessing of Niches

Sunday, October 16
* 8:00AM - Thrift Shop
* 9:00AM - CCD Religion Class
* 4:00PM - CORO Practice

*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance
Program at St.Francis
Friendship Home
*4:00PM - CCD Religion Class

Monday, October 17
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance
Program at St. Francis
Friendship Home
*1:00PM - OFS Formation

Thursday, October 20
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance Program
at St.Francis Friendship Home
*9:00AM - Health Care Ministry Visitation
at Rizal Medical Center,
Pasig City
*2:00PM - Health Care Ministry Dancercise
“Open to All Parishioners”

On November 2, 2016, Wed., 9:00 AM, All
Souls’ Day Mass for your dearly departed
laid to rest at Santuario de San Antonio
Crypts will be held at Crypt 3 lobby.
Blessing of niches will follow after the
mass. Please light your candles on designated areas only.
Note: There will be no First Saturday Mass
at Crypt 3 for the month of November.

Masses for your
Dearly Departed
Loved Ones
Nov. 1–30
Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park
Envelopes are available at the Church
Boxes and at the Parish Office
Please return before November 1

FROM PAGE 10

parish. It is here that many souls are
healed during retreats. It is here where
we pray together and for each other. It is
here we grew as a real faith family.
Fr. Hugh started SYA and Antioch,
but he didn’t stop there. He felt that
our Church needed to plant the seed of
faith earlier. So he, together with Toby
Monsod and some other young adults
and Antiochers, started Luke 18. If you
read the Luke 18 manual, which is about
4 inches thick, you can see how much
thought and effort they had put into it
and the result, left probably the deepest
imprint of God’s love in me, and hundreds and hundreds of kids thereafter,
until today. I joined Luke 18 when I was
13 years old, and this Christ-centered
community has probably been the single most important part of my youth as
it has been the fountain of God’s love
and healing for me.
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Tuesday, October 18
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance Program
at St.Francis Friendship Home
*9:00AM - JPIC Hospital Ministry PGH
Visitation
*2:00PM - Health Care Ministry Dancercise
“Open to all Parishioners”
*4:00PM - Marian Cenacle Group Prayer
Meeting
*5:00PM - OFS Monthly meeting
Wednesday, October 19
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - CWL Monthly meting

I always felt that the love that overflowed in the Luke 18, Antioch and
SYA communities, overflowed from Fr.
Hugh, who really just loved and embraced us all, because he himself was
filled with God’s infinite love.
I felt Fr. Hugh truly carried out the
mission that God gave St. Francis of
Assisi when He said, “Come Build My
Church!” Fr. Hugh Zurat certainly built
this church. He built a parish where we
truly became a faith family.
Fr. Hugh, I know you are up in heaven now. I’ve told you many, many times
how grateful I am, how grateful we all
are, for all that you did for us, for our
church and spreading God’s love in our
faith family, San Antonio. We will miss
you. We love you Fr. Hugh.
We love you so much Fr. Hugh that
when you couldn't come to our wedding
for health reasons, we decided to make
you part of our honeymoon!

Friday, October 21
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance Program
at St. Francis Friendship Home
* 7:00PM - Household Help Charismatic
Prayer Meeting
*9:00PM - Tig-awit Choir Practice
Saturday, October 22
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*4:00PM - VOSA Practice
*4:00PM - LUKE 18 Prayer Meeting

MORE ON FR. HUGH...
Father Hugh was such a special
man. Our parish was never the same
after he became the parish priest. He
was able to bring out the best in the parishioners by allowing them to lead. He
was a true Franciscan. He led through
humility. He will truly be missed. I can
still hear his laughter in my ears and
feel his big hugs. He was a man truly
full of love - God's love.
—Mia Fischer
When we newly arrived at San Antonio, Fr. Hugh was there. He was born
in East Chicago, a few miles from where
I was born and that immediately connected us, making us feel at home. How
touched we were when the Coro sang
Welcome to the Family as we attended
mass for the first time at San Antonio.
We attended his Parish Renewal sessions,
which deepened our appreciation of the
faith tremendously.
—Tom and Kathy Kral
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LEASE / SALE
LEASE / SALE
FORBES
•
DASMA
•
FORBES • DASMA • URDA
URDA •• SAN
SAN LO
LO •• BEL
BEL AIR
AIR •• MAGA
MAGA
CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN
GATMAITAN MENCHACA
MENCHACA
TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227 CELL (0917)8109379
TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227 CELL (0917)8109379
3/F
3/F SEDCCO
SEDCCO BLDG.,
BLDG., RADA
RADA ST.,
ST., LEGASPI
LEGASPI VILL.,
VILL.,
MAKATI CITY
MAKATI CITY

“OUTSIDE VIEWING PACKAGES AVAILABLE”
“OUTSIDE VIEWING PACKAGES AVAILABLE”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800
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