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We Care Because We Pray

On the feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel last July I6, I 
accepted, with much trepidation, the chairmanship of Santuario 
de San Antonio Parish’s prestigious annual fund-raising event - 
FRANCISFEST 2016. My prayer then was:

“Lord, I do not know where I am going or what you would have me 
do, but I trust that you have a purpose for everything and that you 
are leading me to where you would like me to be.”

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace”

This beautiful prayer of St. Francis of Assisi was our constant 
inspiration during the two and a half months our team diligently 
prepared for FrancisFest 2016. While the objective was to raise 
funds for our many outreach programs, my main thrust was to 
entice more and more parish families and the youth to become 
involved in Santuario de San Antonio Parish activities.

Last Monday evening, my heart overflowed with happiness and 
gratitude as, together with Fr. Reu, our Parish Priest, and Edmund 
Lim, our PPC President, we welcomed so many parishioners 
at the door of our church. The atmosphere the whole evening 
was happy, intimate, everyone genuinely enjoying each other’s 
company while listening to the beautiful music rendered by the 
INCREDIBLE Orchestra of the Filipino Youth and talented piano 
soloist Brian Berino, conducted by young, handsome Maestro 
Olivier Ochanine. Amazingly, FRANCISFEST 2016 transformed 

into a joyful reunion of One Eucharistic Parish Family coming 
HOME to enjoy an evening of music together.  It was a dream 
come true! “Thank you, dear Lord, for leading me to where you 
would like me to be!”

In behalf of Santuario de San Antonio Parish, the beneficiaries of 
our outreach programs, and the FrancisFest 2016 team, I would 
like to thank all of you - our kind and generous parishioners, 
friends, and relatives - for your overwhelming support. 

May the good Lord bless you and keep you, 
May He let His face shine upon you, 

May He give you peace!

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank in a very 
special way my amazing FRANCISFEST 2016 team – ALL of 
you who worked so hard to make this event a great success: 
Fr. Reu, Amelita, Suzettte, Edmund, Girlie, Tina, Dee, Entang, 
Lita, Fortune, Mert, Millette, Jean, Fortune, Dora, Wilma, Mariza, 
Jayme, Mickie, Cesar and Zari, BingBIng, Pin, JJ and Ian, my 
guardian angels – Sabrina, Berna and Inday, Bernie and Elma, 
the SSAP Office Staff and Maintenance Staff. Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart!!!

Menchu O. Bautista
FrancisFest 2016 Chairperson

Lord, I do not know 
where I am going or 
what you would have 
me do, but I trust that 
you have a purpose 
for everything and 

that you are leading 
me to where you 

would like me to be.

One Eucharistc Parish Family

A Dream Come True!
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FrancisFest 2016 chairperson, Mrs. Menchu Bautista, and 
our parish priest, Fr. Reu Galoy, stood by the door with 
some others to greet incoming guests. The guests were 
mostly familiar faces one sees at daily and Sunday masses 
and other notable sponsors. The wall paper on two giant 
screens showed the gentle falling of autumn leaves and 
prisms the color of rainbow. It cast a soft expectant mood 
on the crowd who had come to generously support the 
parish event.

They had come not knowing much about the Orchestra 
of the Filipino Youth, but the relentless efforts of the drum 
beaters: Ms. Menchu Bautista and her amazing family, the 
core members - PPC President Edmund Lim, Ms. Suzette 
Gatmaitan, last year’s past chair, Ms. Amelita Guevarra and 
others who selflessly cooperated - made the whole program 
a delectable bite for everyone. 

Youthful French conductor, Mr. Olivier Ochanine was total 
in his commitment and connection with the Youth Orchestra 
that played endearing renditions of different flavours 
of music, from an intro of Philippine Airs Medley, to the 

symphonies of France Schubert and Frederic Chopin, and 
the lilting numbers of Johannes Brahms and Antonin Dvorak, 
and the drama of Georges Bizet and Arturo Marquez. The 
audience was enamoured with the repertoire and in prideful 
awe of the talent of our very own young musicians under the 
inspiring lead of Mr. Ochanine.

Making his first appearance as a piano soloist with 
orchestral accompaniment was 14-year old Brian Berino 
who charmed the audience with his excellent performance. 
Ang Misyon, under the leadership of Chairman Federico 
R. Lopez and world-renowned pianist Jovianney Cruz, is 
truly commendable in its glorious artistic quest among our 
youth.

It was a night to remember - an offering of love, service and 
support; a magical ambiance of captivating music and a 
happy audience. There was no rain to inconvenience the 
guests and the preparation was seamless. It all added up to 
an enchanted evening of peace and joy. For God’s greater 
glory, Francis Fest 2016 seemed to be a perfect gift to St. 
Francis...or was it from him?

by Millette T. Ocampo

The Magic of

The night was clear and there were no raindrops. White tents on the front driveway of the church 
spoke of a very special occasion, and inside, the blue lights glimmered between the arches of the 
altar with tiffany chairs replacing several rows of the church pews. A red carpet led to the altar that 
was set up very simply for the orchestra and the conductor.
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Santuario de San Antonio Pastoral Team
Fr. Baltazar A. Obico, OFM - Guardian
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM - Vicar Provincial, Parish Priest
Fr. Mark Adame G. Bakari, OFM - Busar
Fr. Jesus E. Galindo, OFM - Member
Fr. Efren C. Jimenez, OFM - Member

RDIP - PB Editorial Team & General Information
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Head, RDIP-PB
Marilou Consing – Editor in Chief
Javier Luis Gomez - Assistant Editor
Earl Leonard Sebastian - Assistant Editor
Hannah Roa - Assistant Editor
Marie Tycangco - Assistant Editor
Clarisse Gomez - Assistant Editor
Jeannie Bitanga – Website Administrator
Alexa Montinola - Assistant Website Administrator
Edward Lu – Art & Design
Colorplus Production Group Corp. – Production

Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center Office 
Tel. nos. 8438830-31
Email: ssap_info@yahoo.com
Website: www.ssaparish.com
Website email: webi@ssaparish.com
Foundation website: www.santuariodesanantonio.org

Parish Pastoral Council 
Edmund Lim, KHS – President
Cristina Teehankee – Vice President
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Secretary

October 9, 2016
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Tonight I learned the meaning of 
EUPHORIA!  The Orchestra of the 
Filipino Youth’s concert at Francisfest 
2016 was definitely the best I’ve ever 
heard them the past four years!  This 
was ABSOLUTE MUSIC!

I must’ve done something right in my 
life to have a pupil like Brian Berino.  
He played a thousand times greater 
than I had expected!

Many are happy tonight and that’s really 
hard to fulfill:  my wife, my daughter, 
Ang Misyon management & staff, 
OFY kids and hopefully their parents, 
friends, and a lot of my countrymen are 
happy!

If I die tomorrow, I would be the 
happiest man who ever lived!

Jovianney Emmanuel Cruz
Co-founder, Ang Misyon Inc.

Tonight I just witnessed the beautiful 
music of the Orchestra of the Filipino 
Youth (OFY). Fifty-eight mega talented 
children performed for an audience of 
a thousand at our Parish tonight.

This Orchestra is a living testament 
of lives changed through music. 
Children from deprived communities 
given the opportunity to develop their 
talents in music -children as young as 
five!! Cheers to Ang Misyon Inc. and 

Jovianney Emmanuel Cruz for reaching 
out to almost 600 underprivileged 
children. They are expanding to reach 
communities in the outskirts of Metro 
Manila, so if you have any instruments 
you can donate that would help a lot.
Maestro Olivier Ochanine, famous 
conductor of the Philippine Philharmonic 
Orchestra, lead the orchestra. Maybe 
that gives you an idea how beautiful 
their music was? He has been doing 
it for years now as his “artistic social 
responsibility.” Pretty cool!

Congrats Mamita, and my Bautista 
family, the Youth of San Antonio c/o JJ 
Yulo and the whole Francisfest 2016 
team for a successful and wonderful 
Francis Fest celebration!

Sasa Hermoso

What an experience last night was! 

A few months ago, I was invited to 
watch a rehearsal of the Orchestra 
of the Filipino Youth (OFY). The 
thoughts that entered my head were - I 
love the concept! I love that they are 
using this to promote social change. 
They provide free music education for 
talented children who would otherwise 
not have been able to afford their 
own music education. This model 
was completely sustainable as these 
children were sure to have brighter 
futures compared to what lives they 

would have lived given the cards they 
were dealt. But during that single 
rehearsal that I attended, I thought that 
they sounded good enough for a youth 
orchestra, never mind an orchestra of 
children that didn’t necessarily have 
the musical background. The sound 
they produced was exactly what I 
would have expected.

Last night, I was blown away by what 
they did. It was uncanny timing that 
Ochanine’s contract ended with the 
PPO, when the OFY was looking for 
a conductor. What I heard last night 
was a professional orchestra, not just 
a group of kids playing together. Not 
only did Olivier Ochanine have this 
orchestra playing with such precision 
in intonation and technique, but he 
also made the music most enjoyable 
to listen to by playing around with the 
dynamics. And he truly was playful with 
expressing each piece, not just with 
dynamics but also added some fun 
antics for a great finish to the Slavonic 
Dance by Dvorak and the Danzon by 
Marquez. He challenged this orchestra 
with the repertoire that he chose for 
them. Anyone that was there would 
know that this repertoire was no walk 
in the park. As audience members, we 
loved watching how Ochanine related 
to the orchestra members. His clear 
cues made us see plainly exactly what 
he wanted the orchestra members 
to do. But above all, it was most 
enjoyable to see each and everyone 
of them having a great time, making 

Reviews
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to the family that she accepted the 
chairmanship for this year’s Francisfest. 
In my head, “Oh the annual fundraising 
of the church.” Mom explained that 
this year, apart from raising funds, the 
goal was to bring families closer to 
the parish, to bring them back to the 
church.

Tonight’s Francisfest did that for me. It 
brought me back HOME.

I love the feeling when I get home 
and feel the most relaxed, the most 
myself and the most accepted. That 
was how it was tonight. Church choir 
started with the prayer, singing the 
Song of St. Francis, then Fr Reu’s 
simple opening remarks. Then mom’s 
turn to give her speech... surprise...she 
delegates Berna to do it for her!!! I love 
it, definitely set the tone for the night, 
no grandstanding and no fanfare. I 
knew it was gonna be a night of good 
company, good vibes and great music! 
Much like the feeling of coming HOME.

The meat of the show was the IN-CRE-
DI-BLE performance of The Orchestra 
of the Filipino Youth led by conductor 
Olivier Ochanine. The two large screens 
on both sides of the stage was such a 
good idea. We could see up close the 
faces of the kids and the conductor. 
They were smiling and having a good 
time. The conductor was giving each 
member his reassuring smile, personal 
eye contact with the right amount of his 
stern command. You knew that he was 
a true mentor to them. They too have 
found their HOME.

Home is where I acquired my core 
values and set of skills to face life. 
Basic stuff like prayer life, sharing, 
gratitude, generosity and charity. This 
night was full of these. So for me it 
was a great success. It has fulfilled 
its promise to bring me closer to my 
church, to my Father’s love and in my 
Mama Mary’s embrace. It has brought 
me back HOME.

Paula Bautista

music. Even during the encore piece, 
not a single person could hold still. 
Everyone - performers and audience 
members were swaying or dancing to 
the Syncopated Clock by Anderson.

Peachy Miller
Elementary Music Specialist
International School Manila

As Fr. Horacio de la Costa once said, 
Music is truly one of the Filipino’s 
precious jewels. The Orchestra of the 
Filipino Youth is a brilliant example 
of GOD’s Gift of Music to us. How 
admirable are the parents of these 
young artists for allowing them to 
pursue their passion for music. Thank 
you for lifting our spirit tonight.

Jose Mari Chan

FrancisFest 2016: A Night of 
Energy, Excitement, Enthusiasm 
and Euphoria

As part of my career, I organize 
classical music concerts. Even 
when not organizing concerts, I still 
attend them. Sometimes, I enjoy and 
appreciate them better as my only 
responsibility is to open myself to the 
performance. Ideally, I will be moved 
and inspired by it. 

Last October 3, I attended the annual 
FrancisFest fundraiser of the Santuario 
de San Antonio Parish (SSAP) for 
its different projects and ministries. 
The featured performers were pianist 
Brian Berino and the Orchestra of the 
Filipino Youth (OFY) under the baton of 
Maestro Olivier Ochanine. 

I am a big fan of the OFY, which celebrated 
its 4th anniversary at FrancisFest. I have 
seen and heard them grow. They played 
exceptionally well last night, perhaps 
the best in my experiences with them 
of the last four years. I would close my 
eyes to better appreciate the music. 

Every so often, I would open them to 
see what was happening and validate 
the young musicians in front of me were 
the ones creating the beautiful sounds I 
was hearing. I could have sworn I was 
listening to a professional orchestra of 
mature adult musicians! When my eyes 
were open, it was sheer delight to see 
how the musicians responded to the 
gentle, swaying movements of Maestro 
Olivier Ochanine. 

The repertoire challenged as much as it 
delighted the musicians and audience. 
Early in the program, internationally 
awarded pianist Jovianney Emmanuel 
Cruz, co-founder of Ang Misyon which 
oversees the OFY and its growing 
chapters around the country then 
spoke about the organization’s mission 
to “eradicate poverty...through social 
change, simultaneously enhancing the 
country’s identity by creating career 
paths in Classical Music orchestral 
performance and redeveloping its arts 
and culture scene.” 

In between pieces, youth members 
of the SSAP took turns annotating 
the program. After the intermission, 
they donated instruments to the OFY, 
recipients of which then used to play 
snippets of solo pieces for the audience. 

The atmosphere leaving the church 
was energized, excited, enthusiastic 
and to borrow Jovianney’s term, 
euphoric! If only all concerts can end 
similarly, a challenge for performers 
and presenters alike, myself included. 

Kudos to the organizers of FrancisFest, 
the sponsors and the performers, their 
parents and mentors!

Martin Lopez
Director, President’s Committee on 

Culture at Far Eastern University

Bringing families back to the 
parish...bringing them back HOME 

A few months back, mom announced 
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Prayer to St. Joseph of Cupertino for 
Success in Examinations

O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino who while on 
earth did obtain from God the grace to be asked 
at your examination only the questions you knew, 
obtain for me a like favour in the examinations for 
which I am now preparing. In return I promise to 
make you known and cause you to be invoked. 

Through Christ our Lord.

St. Joseph of Cupertino, Pray for us.

Amen. 



SANTOS VENTURA 
HOCORMA 

FOUNDATION, INC.

Congratulations to
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“OUTSIDE VIEWING PACKAGES AVAILABLE”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800

LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

MAKATI CITY
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BRONZE

Anonymous

PATRONS

Luz B. Lorenzo

Consuelo R. Gomez

Samantha, Martin & Matthew Sy

Pineda Family

DONORS

Ma. Rosario Galvez

Ms. Isabelita B. Poe

Alzate Family

Peter & Leticia Roxas Chua

SPCP Class of 1970 c/o Architect Rosario Chichi 

Velasquez Victorino

Anonymous

Willy & Geraldine Ocier

Lucio & Pacita Rodriguez

CCD

Nellie Ungzon-Bengzon

FRIENDS of ST. FRANCIS

Milette Zamora

Cynthia & Margarita Te

Mr. & Mrs. Pierre Wuu

Mrs. Lourdes R. Montinola

Geronimo Berenguer delos Reyes Jr. Foundation Inc.

John & Wilma Huang

Cesar & Baby Cruz

Alexander Lim

Tom & Annabelle Wisniewski

Dasmariñas Village Association

Jun Rodriguez

Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Enrique Lagdameo

Lourdes Cuerva

Amb. Leonida L. Vera

Mr. & Mrs. Jose G. Puyat

Malayan Insurance

W.V. Coscolluela & Associates.Architects

Clivedon Mgt. Corp.

Rafael & Ana Regina Guevara

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Mckenzie

David Oldfield

Urdaneta Village

Jun & Baby Española

Dorothy Drysdale

Tomas Lorenzo

Anonymous

Leopoldo De Leon & Maria L. Heras-De Leon

Mrs. Letty Laurel

Ruby Tuason

Lilia Tantoco

Fidel M. Alfonso

Victoria P. Carballo

La Ville

Remedios Berris

Francisco Tankiang

Teresita R. Montinola

“Remember that when you leave 
this earth, you can take with you 
nothing that you have received – 

only what you have given.”

Francis of AssisiDonors after Sept. 27, 2016
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