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We Care Because We Pray

Knights and Dames of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem with Grand Prior His Eminence Luis 
Antonio Cardinal Tagle and Cardinal Grand Master His Eminence Edwin Frederick Cardinal O’Brien
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Last September 15, 2016, the Philippine Lieutenancy of the 
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem welcomed 
three Knights and seven Dames to its fold in a Solemn Investiture 
held at the Santuario de San Antonio Parish.  The ceremony 
was presided over by His Eminence Edwin Frederick Cardinal 
O’Brien, the Cardinal Grand Master of the Order.  Cardinal 
O’Brien was also the principal celebrant and Homilist at the 
Mass that followed the investiture. His Eminence Luis Antonio 
Cardinal Tagle, who serves as Grand Prior of the Philippine 
Lieutenancy, together with Santuario de San Antonio parish 
priest Rev. Father Reu Galoy and at least twelve other priests, 
concelebrated with the Cardinal Grand Master in the Holy 
Eucharist.

The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem is the 
only lay institution of the Vatican State charged with the task of 
providing for the needs of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem 
and all the activities and initiatives to support the Christian 

presence in the Holy Land.  The origins of the Order date back 
to the 11th century, from the time of the First Crusade when its 
leader, Godfrey de Bouillon, liberated Jerusalem from the Turks 
and established the Order of Canons of the Holy Sepulchre to 
defend the region’s most sacred site --- the tomb of Christ or the 
Holy Sepulchre --- and other holy places.

Today, the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of 
Jerusalem is under the direct protection of the Holy See, “a 
Public Association of faithful with legal canonical and public 
personality, constituted by the Holy See under the Canon Law.”

The head of the Order is the Cardinal Grand Master who is 
appointed directly by the Holy Father, to lead and govern the 
Order.  He is assisted by the Grand Magisterium, a consultative 
body whose task is to identify the programmes to be undertaken 
to provide for the Christian institutions and communities in the 
Holy Land.

An Investiture of New Knights and Dames at San Antonio

The Cardinal Grand Master of the Equestrian 
Order of the Holy Sepulchre presides over the 

Investiture of New Members

Dames of the Order: Mrs. Leticia Syquia; Mrs. Margarita Tambunting; 
Mrs. Linda Lagdameo and Mrs. Nancy Tambunting at the processional 

before the Investiture

Santuario de San Antonio parish priest Rev. Father Reu Galoy 
OFM and other priest- concelebrants
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(Left) Rev. Father John Bateman, 
priest-secretary to the Cardinal 
Grand Master, His Eminence Luis 
Antonio Cardinal Tagle, Grand 
Prior; and Cardinal Grand Master 
His Eminence Edwin Frederick 
Cardinal O’Brien

(Below) Cardinal Tagle 
concelebrates Investiture Mass 
with Cardinal O’Brien

Santuario de San Antonio Pastoral Team
Fr. Baltazar A. Obico, OFM - Guardian
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM - Vicar Provincial, Parish Priest
Fr. Mark Adame G. Bakari, OFM - Busar
Fr. Jesus E. Galindo, OFM - Member
Fr. Efren C. Jimenez, OFM - Member

RDIP - PB Editorial Team & General Information
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Head, RDIP-PB
Marilou Consing – Editor in Chief
Javier Luis Gomez - Assistant Editor
Earl Leonard Sebastian - Assistant Editor
Hannah Roa - Assistant Editor
Marie Tycangco - Assistant Editor
Jeannie Bitanga – Website Administrator
Alexa Montinola - Assistant Website Administrator
Edward Lu – Art & Design
Colorplus Production Group Corp. – Production

Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center Office 
Tel. nos. 8438830-31
Email: ssap_info@yahoo.com
Website: www.ssaparish.com
Website email: webi@ssaparish.com
Foundation website: www.santuariodesanantonio.org

Parish Pastoral Council 
Edmund Lim, KHS – President
Cristina Teehankee – Vice President
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Secretary

October 23, 2016

The PhiliPPine lieuTenanCy

The Order established its presence in the 
Far East in 1953 with the formation of the 
branch or Lieutenancy in the Philippines.  
Rufino Cardinal Santos, the Archbishop 
of Manila at that time, was the founding 
Grand Prior.  Its first Lieutenants were 
Ambassador Vicente Arenas and Jose 
Zaragosa.  The current Lieutenant and 
Knight Commander is Ambassador Jesus 
P. Tambunting while its Grand Prior is His 
Eminence Luis Antonio Cardinal Tagle.  
Santuario de San Antonio is the Order’s 
official headquarters in the Philippines.

The Investiture last September 15 marked 
a significant milestone in the history 
of the Lieutenancy. It was the first time 
since the Order was established in the 
Philippines more than sixty years ago that 
a Cardinal Grand Master of the Order 
visited the country and solemnized the 

Investiture of new members.  Cardinal 
O’Brien was accompanied in his visit by 
Dr. Paul Bartley, a member of the Grand 
Magisterium, and by Rev. Father John 
Bateman, priest-secretary to the Grand 
Master.

The new knights and dames invested 
were Mr. Angel Buñag, Mr. Emmanuel 
Miñana, Mr. Bienvenido Tantoco III, Mrs. 
Ma. Cristina Brias, Mrs. Ma. Pilar Buñag, 
Dr. Zenaida Gonzales, Dr. Esmeralda 
Medina, Mrs. Denise Marie Weldon 
Miñana, Dr. Mercedes Oliver and Mrs. 
Erlinda Panlilio.

COmmiTmenT fOr life

Joining the Order means taking on a 
commitment for life:  the commitment 
to be a Witness to the Faith, to lead an 
exemplary Christian life of continuing 
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The Cardinal Grand Master of the Equestrian

References:

Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, www.vatican.va/
romancuria

Summary of Administrative Operating Procedures for the Renewal 
of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem for 
the Third Millenium, December 2000, www.eohssouthwest.com/

documentsoftheorder

Dulce Festin Baybay, Filipino Knights, Dames Watch Over Holy Tomb, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, April 1, 2012

Purposes and Aims of the Order, holysepulchre.net

Timeline, Brief History of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem in the 
Philippines

Principles of Conduct of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of 
Jerusalem

Catholic New York, www.cny.org

Video coverage of the Investiture Ceremony, September 15, 2016

Video coverage of Vigil, September 14, 2016

charity in support of the Christian communities in the Holy 
Land, to practice the true charitable commitment of a Christian.  
Being accepted to this Order is the highest Papal award which 
can be bestowed on the clergy and laity of the Catholic Church.

a SPeCial relaTiOnShiP WiTh ChriST

In his homily at the Investiture Mass that day, Cardinal O’Brien 
spoke so eloquently of Jesus Christ’s deep love for Jerusalem.  
This love, he said, still exists today and is translated to a special 

from page 3

relationship that is offered to every knight and dame of the 
Order.

He encouraged those present to “…dig deep into your heart’s 
imagination to see, to realize that it is Jesus who inspires and encourages 
our mission today.  Ask the Lord to help us experience His divine grace, 
to encourage us, new members and old, to a deeper sanctity and a 
renewed commitment to His land and His people.”

by Ambassador Jesus P. Tambunting, Lieutenant

RECEPTION FOLLOWING 
THE INVESTITURE
After the Investiture ceremony 
and Mass, a luncheon reception 
was held at the Santuario de San 
Antonio Parish Center where the 
Cardinal Grand Master had the 
opportunity to meet members of 
the Order and their guests.

(TOP) Cardinal O’Brien 
(standing, right) and 
Ambassador Jesus Tambunting 
with, seated from left, guest 
Teresita Liboro and Knights 
of the Order Danilo Dolor; 
Edmund Lim and Michael 
Limpe.

(BOTTOM) Seated from left: 
Dames of the Order Margarita 
Tambunting; Justa Lee; 
Susana Chung and Carmencita 
Concepcion.

Standing from left: Dr. Paul 
Bartley, a member of the Grand 
Magisterium; Ambassador 
Tambunting; Cardinal O’Brien, 
and Dames of the Order Leticia 
Syquia; Esther Magleo and 
Marilen Espiritu

Members of the Order and their guests witness the Investiture ceremony 
of new knights and dames in Santuario de San Antonio

Grand Prior His 
Eminence Luis Antonio 
Cardinal Tagle blesses 
the symbols of the 
Order: the capes, 
medals, sword and spurs.

The new members of the Order with His Eminence Luis Antonio Cardinal Tagle, Grand Prior and 
Ambassador Jesus P. Tambunting, Lieutenant (standing 5th and 4th from left, respectively).

Seated from Left: Mrs. Erlinda Panlilio, Dr. Mercedes Oliver, and Dr. Zenaida Gonzales

Standing from Left:  Dr. Esmeralda Medina, Mrs. Denise Marie Weldon Miñana, Mr. Emmanuel Miñana, 
Mr. Angel Buñag, Mr. Bienvenido Tantoco III, Mrs. Ma. Pilar Buñag and Mrs. Ma. Cristina Brias
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Life: God’s Gift, Our Responsibility
by Marie Tycangco 

As Catholics, we are responsible in promoting life, respecting life. We 
are to look after one another, physically, emotionally and spiritually. We 
are called to show compassion, mercy and forgiveness as opposed to 
condemning, killing and stripping others of human rights. 

God gave us life. Who are we to take it away from another? If we say, 
they are sinners and bring harm to the community, aren’t we sinners 
ourselves and hurt others by our own actions as well? 

God hates sin, but he continues to love the sinner. “He looked beyond 

our faults and saw our need for redemption.” As God’s stewards, we 
are called to guide, to protect and to save. “As St Ambrose taught, God 
did not want to punish Cain with homicide, for He wants the sinner to 
repent more than to die.” (cf. Evangelium Vitae, n. 9) 

It is also our duty to take care of nature and all living things. “The book 
of Genesis tells us that God created man and woman entrusting them 
with the task of filling the earth and subduing it, which does not mean 
exploiting it, but nurturing and protecting it, caring for it through their 
work.”

- Pope Francis (Feast of St. Joseph the Worker and World Labor 
Day, May 1, 2013)

It Starts in the Home
by Alexandra Li

Kids pick up on the littlest things and we will never know what they 
make of it in the future.

Since I was a child, my dad had always taught me to be generous, to 
value solidarity, and to respect everyone. He taught me, not through 
his words but through his actions. 

One of the many instances that have always stood out and 
encompassed all these values is our company Christmas party. I 
remember him always wanting to personally give our employees their 
Christmas gifts. 

One day, I asked my dad if I can hand out the presents. Without 
hesitation, my dad happily shared the experience with the 10 year old 
me. I handed out the gifts. My dad would pat their backs, shake their 
hands, give his thank you’s and warm Christmas greetings. I remember 

feeling so light and grateful after the experience. I remember feeling 
happy serving individuals who have served our company for so long. 
Little did I know that this seemingly small instance had a big impact 
on my mindset. 

Through this invaluable experience, I have learned to be one with 
others and to be genuine in my service without expecting anything in 
return. I have learned to respect, each and every one in the community 
without discrimination. I have learned that the joy in being generous 
is not in the acknowledgement and the reciprocation but in the act of 
giving itself.

The values that serve as a foundation for social justice start from the 
home. In the eyes of a young child, it starts from small observations 
and meaningful experiences which can be illustrated by way of treating 
our house helps, drivers and guards. 

I am happy and proud to have a father who continues to encourage 
me to live a life of service grounded by strong values and a church that 
provides me a venue to grow them.

The Challenge of Social Justice
by RJ Limpo

Social Justice is defined as the fair and just relation between the 
individual and society (source: Wikipedia). It is easy to imagine that 
in an ideal world, administration of such fairness would be easily 
attainable. However, looking closely at the local setting, we would be 
hard pressed to find such an ideal. Specially if we look into the social 
services that our government has to provide for. 
For example, let us look closely into the workings of our local jail 
facilities.

Each municipality has a city jail. This is supposed to be the “holding 
area” for an accused aka PDL (persons deprived of liberty) to await 
promulgation as to whether he or she will in fact be convicted or 
otherwise. In the meantime, should the PDL be reliant on the PAO 
or the Public Attorneys Office for representation, (unless they can 
afford a private attorney) and find a schedule at the local courts for the 
hearings to be heard, It will take no less than a couple of months up to 
a couple of years to reach a decision. 

Meanwhile, as one enters the facility, their world stops. Instantaneously 
finding oneself in a room full of strangers, sharing a 30 square meter 
with anywhere between 50-60 people in it. Sharing only one bathroom 
with only one bath allowed per day with one timba of water as your 
ration. 

Most of the day is spent here. Inside the cell. Day in and day out.

This absence of Social Justice is what drives our efforts at the SSAP 
- Prison Ministry to keep servicing the needs of PDLs in terms of 
Spiritual building through weekly catechism classes and quarterly 
social integration programs to keep them in touch with what is going 
on outside the iron bars and the concrete walls. 

And among the most recent projects that have gotten off the ground is 
the bakery at the Makati City Jail. Through your generous donations, 
PDLs are now able to produce their own bread products which they 
use to generate funds to supplement their basic needs in the facility. 
Since most of the donations came from our parish, we aptly and fondly 
call the bakery Pan de San Antonio. 

Projects like these keep the PDLs busy, productive and made to feel 
useful instead of wallowing in midst of their suffering. 

Incidentally, October 24-30 is National Corrections Consciousness 
Week (NACOCOW) which is a nationwide campaign of the Bureau 
of Jail Management and Penology (BJMP) to showcase talents and 
uplift the spirits of PDLs. In line with this, we will be offering some of 
the bread products produced at the MCJ bakery during this weekend. 
We pray for your continued support to the SSAP ministries.

A EuChAriSTiC COmmuniTy Of fAmiliES rESPECTing lifE, living wiTh SOCiAl JuSTiCE



6

Parish Bulletin

THE ABC’s Of CATHOLIC DOCTRInE  by Lianne Tiu

In movies, we have watched villains defeated by superheroes; 
and we rejoice at the happy ending.

In real life, the presence of kidnappers, drug addicts, 
murderers, and robbers scares us. We want to eradicate 
them. Do we imitate those heroes by fighting against the 
forces of evil? In a situation of immediate danger, in an act of 
self-defense, it is necessary to use force directed at warding 
off a threat (sometimes to the point of killing the aggressor), 
but when the evil person is not attacking or threatening us, 
we cannot use violence against him.

If a boy has a violent temper, do we kill him before he gets 
angry to prevent us from getting hurt? If a teenage girl is 
threatened because of a family history of breast cancer, 
should she have her breasts removed when no cancer is yet 
discovered?

Some people ridicule us when we talk about respect 
for human life. They think we are blind not to see many 
people suffering and dying because of the evil deeds of the 
kidnappers, drug lords and pushers, and murderers. They 
think respect for life is only for Christians when we talk about 

life as God’s gift and human beings, created in His image 
and likeness. Respect for life actually transcends individual, 
religious and diverse cultural values. It is a fundamental 
value of all societies in which rational people would want to 
live.

These wicked individuals (including you and I who are 
capable of committing the worst crimes) are human too, 
with a home, a family and children, with the capacity to 
love and be loved. They also deserve our respect because 
they can repent and change for the better. Their conversion 
may depend on having people who are compassionate and 
understanding to them. We do not hate them as ‘persons’ 
but we hate the ‘evil’ that they do. Justice demands that they 
be penalized for their wrongdoings; however we take no 
pleasure at their punishment.

You have a right to life. Each of us has the same right. Every 
life is worth living.

(Reference: Catechism of the Catholic Church #1930-1933 
and 2258-2266, 2297; “The Faith Explained Today” by Fr. 
Joe Babendreier)

Every life is Worth Living
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When you kneel to plant a pine sapling 
in the Cordilleras, you whisper a 
prayer, “let it live.” Unconsciously, you 
drift into contemplation respecting laws 
that govern nature. When you lovingly 
view a new born baby so helpless and 
tiny and you are moved to protect it, 
you honor life. As you cradle the child, 
smell its sweetness and your heart is 
filled with the sustaining energy of love, 
you become life! When a puppy kisses 
your face and frisks about delighted, 
you celebrate life.

Life is everywhere. You feel it, taste 
it and hear it. Then you look around 
and realize, in a consciousness that 
can only spring from the Spirit, how 
interconnected all things are... plants, 

humans, animals, the sea, the air, 
the wind, the stars. It is the Universe 
that links all and everything into 
one global consciousness. It is an 
awareness that awakens in silence and 
contemplation.

This is where the prayer of quiet brings 
you. You are elevated to another 
level. Your heightened awareness 
makes you keenly attentive to your 
social obligations, domestic and civic. 
Centering Prayer invariably leads to 
service of others. You will always seek 
social justice.

The prayer only asks for commitment 
and daily practice. Discover through 
silence, the answers, laden with 

meaning, that are found in the written 
word- the Gospel. Finally it will ask 
for action. Fulfillment of the word, 
translated into deed.

In all this you find peace, harmony, 
acceptance, joy, and most of all, love. 
These are the gifts of the practice of 
Centering Prayer. This is the simple, 
meaningful and fulfilling, spiritual 
journey. The wonder of it all is that, it is 
done, in silence.

Our website : www.cophil.org

Join our San Antonio Support Group. 
For more information visit the Parish 
Center

TASTE Of SILEnCE  by Conchitina S. Bernardo

Centering Prayer Salutes Life
and Social Justice

When you 
lovingly view a 
new born baby 
so helpless and 
tiny and you are 
moved to protect 
it, you honor life.
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An INDULGENCE is a remission before God of the 
temporal punishment due to sin whose guilt has already 

been forgiven, which the faith Christian who is duly 
disposed gain under certain prescribed conditions 

through the action of the Church which, as minister of 
redemption, dispense and applies with authority the 
treasury of the satisfactions of Christ and the saints. 
(from the Catechism of the Catholic of Church p.34)

A PLENARY INDULGENCE REMOVES ALL OF 
THE TEMPORAL PUNISHMENT DUE TO SIN.

How to Gain a Plenary Indulgence During the Extraordinary Jubilee 
Year of Mercy

1. Sacrament of Confession
2. Eucharistic Communion
3. Prayer for the Intention of the Pope

a. 1 Apostle’s Creed
b. 1 Our Father 
c. 1 Hail Mary
d. 1 Glory be

4. Works of Mercy

What is an 

Indulgence?

COrPOral SPiriTual

Feeding the hungry Counseling the doubtful

Giving drink to the thirsty Instructing the ignorant

Clothing the naked Admonishing sinners

Sheltering the homeless Comforting the afflicted

Visiting the imprisoned Bearing wrong patiently

Burying the dead Praying for the living and dead
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Mass & Blessing
of Niches

On November 2, 2016, 
Wednesday, 9:00 AM, All 
Souls’ Day mass will be 
held at Crypt 3 lobby for 
your dearly departed laid 
to rest at Santuario de San 
Antonio Crypts.

Blessing of niches will 
follow after the mass.

Please light your candles 
on designated areas only.

Note: There will be no First 
Saturday Mass at Crypt 3 
for the month of November
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Prayer to St. Joseph of Cupertino for 
Success in Examinations

O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino who while on 
earth did obtain from God the grace to be asked 
at your examination only the questions you knew, 
obtain for me a like favour in the examinations for 
which I am now preparing. In return I promise to 
make you known and cause you to be invoked. 

Through Christ our Lord.

St. Joseph of Cupertino, Pray for us.

Amen. 

I tell you... for everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, and the one 
who humbles himself will be exalted.

Luke 18:9-14

To God be the Glory
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