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Holiness in the 
Modern Age

Holiness in the Modern Age
As we all strive for sanctity in this day and age, Pope Francis gives 
some practical help in reimaging the Beatitudes for our modern times.

-- “Blessed are those who remain faithful while enduring evils inflicted 
on them by others and forgive them from their heart.

-- “Blessed are those who look into the eyes of the abandoned and 
marginalized and show them their closeness.

-- “Blessed are those who see God in every person and strive 
to make others also discover him.

-- “Blessed are those who protect and care for our 
common home.

-- “Blessed are those who renounce their own 
comfort in order to help others.

-- “Blessed are those who pray and work for full 
communion between Christians.”

Pope Francis is reminding us to be sensitive 
to different situations continuously. We must 
see the signs of the times. In the face of many 
challenges to wholeness and unity- whether it is 
division, pollution, marginalization or injustice, we 
are all tasked to be disciples in the world. This short 
list of “Beatitudes” is a way of acting lovingly and 
mercifully in our world today.

Source: https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2016/pope-
offers-new-beatitudes-for-saints-of-a-new-age.cfm
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The Universal Call to

Holiness
by Javier Luis P Gomez

“Holiness is not and never has been a mere escape from responsibility 
and from participation in the task of man to live justly and productively in 

community with his fellow men.”
Thomas Merton

When we think of the word ‘holiness,’ usually we will point to 
the religious wearing the habit or the monk who has spend 
hours in meditation. “Yes,” we think, “These are the people 
who have reached that elusive state of holiness.” And then 
we affix to this idea that, “it is something that I won’t get to 
do.”

Over the years, we’re slowly realizing that isn’t true. Because 
holiness is not inborn and it is not for some people only. 
Holiness is everyone’s goal. Fifty years ago the Second 
Vatican Council wrote that “it is evident to everyone, that all 
the faithful of Christ of whatever rank or status, are called 
to the fullness of the Christian life and to the perfection of 
charity.” (Lumen Gentium 40)

Quite simply, we are all called to be loving persons in the 

world. That is what it means to be holy. Not everyone is 
called to spend hours in prayer or to serve as a priest or 
religious. Some people are called to be lawyers. Others are 
called to be engineers. Each person has their vocation, and 
it is within that calling that they are to be holy.

I will end with a beautiful quote from Tomas Merton, who 
himself was a monk. He says, “Holiness is not and never 
has been a mere escape from responsibility and from 
participation in the task of man to live justly and productively 
in community with his fellow men.”

To be holy is not separate from being a living and functioning 
member of society. We are each called to transform the 
world and change ourselves. In doing so, we each grow 
toward our call to holiness.
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We are the average of the five people 
we spend the most time with, according 
to motivational speaker Jim Rohn. Be it 
your best friend, relative, or co-worker— 
each of us grows with the influence 
and encouragement from those we are 
closest to! 

As we celebrate all the saints of the 
Church, I couldn’t help but wonder about 
saints living their lives on earth and the 
people whose lives they touched. More 
than that, how amazing it is that in every 
day, we too are touched by heroes, 
soldiers of holiness, instruments of 
God’s love.

I was struck by Fr. Adam’s homily 

The Little Soldier

Marching towards God’s Kingdom, 
one step at a time by Sandi Suplido

sharing about how holiness is a way 
of life and that saints are characterized 
by the simple (and big!) things they do 
with love. If there’s one person who has 
taught me a lot about ordinary holiness, 
it’s my cousin Iona. 

Iona is a Special Education Teacher, 
and every day she helps care for kids 
with developmental, socio-emotional, 
behavioral and learning needs. I am 
inspired not how she spreads God’s love 
not just at work, but also in her spare time. 
God’s hand is in all that she does, as she 
never fails to offer her talents to help others.

While volunteering with her in the Make 
A Wish Foundation, she volunteered to 

bake cookies to sell, and the income 
would go to granting the wishes of kids. 
She didn’t charge for the labor and 
baked cookies after work, till late at 
night. Her dedication to bringing joy to 
others was truly inspiring.

I see holiness in Iona as she also keeps 
God in mind, action and especially in her 
principles. In little things like discouraging 
others from gossiping or keeping her 
commitments to herself and others, I 
admire how she tries to do the right thing, 
even if it is unpopular or difficult.

I think Iona would probably be the Saint 
of Psychology! Aside from her having 
a bachelor’s degree in the course, 
she cares for every heart and mind 
that she meets, and even uses the gift 
of Psychology as her being a soldier 
for souls.  May we all live each day 
as ordinary saints, marching towards 
God’s Kingdom, one step at a time!
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Everyone in the Church is called to a life of holiness, and it is no different 
for a religious person. After all, becoming a religious does not alter human 
nature. God’s (and men’s) enemies are the same for all, religious and lay, 
namely, the devil, the world, and the flesh. 

Often, people tend to idealize the religious life and think of them as being 
extraordinarily holy. That may be because we are seen performing or 
taking part in sacred functions, where an aura of holiness prevails, 
and we become identified with the sacred. But if the lay people mingle 
with the religious while the latter engage in more “mundane” endeavor 
(say, partying, playing sports, and the like) they might be less prone to 
idealizing them. 

In a sense, the religious and the laity need to cooperate to help each 
other become holy. I think it is important to be interacting, whether at 
group meetings or in private conversations; doing things together, and 
yes, even eating together.

By and large, religious and priests are seen as “teachers,” due perhaps 
to the long years of study. Lay people expect to get enlightened answers 

from them. There was a time, hopefully, gone forever, when the priest 
was the factotum in the parish while the laity was left to “obey, pray 

and pay.” 

Vatican II made it clear that we are all partners in the 
Church, sharing, through baptism, the same dignity, and 

the same mission. This important statement poses 
a significant challenge to us religious and priests 

who may still tend to consider the lay people as 
“assistants” rather than as partners. It likewise 

challenges the lay people to discover, to treasure, 
and to assert their role in the Church.

While we priests and religious do help the 
laity to grow in holiness by our ministry, 
we, in turn, receive inspiration and 
encouragement from the lay people’s 
dedication, perseverance in the midst of 
struggles, boundless generosity (with 
time and treasure), as well as their high 
regard and expectation from us. 

With that, I hope that I can continue 
serving the Lord and his people in 
whatever way I can. As religious, our 
imperfections must not be obstacles 
that prevent us from pursuing the 
path of holiness. Rather they must be 
challenges which spur us to double our 
efforts to love God in cooperation with 
everyone in the Church.

Holiness and the Religious Life
by Father Jesus Galindo
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2	November	2016	
	
	
To	our	dear	Parishioners,		
	
Once	again	the	holiday	season	is	fast	approaching.		We	would	like	to	invite	you	to	be	part	of	a	meaningful	Christmas	by	
considering	a	donation	to	the	annual	Light	a	Parol	2016	fundraising	project.		A	parol	is	a	traditional	Filipino	Christmas	
ornament,	a	five	pointed	star	lantern	representing	the	Star	of	Bethlehem	that	guided	the	Three	Wise	Men	on	their	way	
to	baby	Jesus.	
		
Each	 Parol	 that	 you	 purchase	 will	 represent	 a	 gift	 from	 you.	 	 With	 your	 generous	 donation,	 we	 hope	 to	 fill	 the	 San	
Antonio	Parish	Church	with	parols	to	welcome	our	Savior	by	Christmas	Eve.	 	Each	parol	will	carry	the	donor's	name	
and	hung	beautifully	in	the	church	complemented	by	the	elegant	decor	courtesy	of	Rustan's	Flower	Shop.		The	Light	a	
Parol	Donors'	List	will	be	published	in	the	Parish	Bulletin.	 	Pledge	forms	are	available	at	the	CCD	Office	at	the	Parish	
Center.		Official	receipts	will	be	issued	and	donations	will	be	accepted	until	December	23.	
		
Now	on	 its	22nd	year,	 this	project	has	been	 the	only	 channel	of	CCD	 to	 raise	 funds	 for	 the	Franciscan	Missions	and	
various	charitable	organizations	that	our	young	CCD	students	participate	in	as	well	as	special	projects	during	different	
times	of	the	year.		Through	these	outreach	programs,	the	youth	are	able	to	demonstrate	their	faith	in	action.	
		
Because	of	your	generosity,	our	most	recent	beneficiaries	have	been	White	Cross	Children’s	Home,	Marillac	Haven	for	
Girls,	 BINHI	 English	 Literacy	 Foundation,	 Dream	 Big	 Pilipinas,	 Mulawin	 Street	 Kids,	 Tahanan	 Outreach	 Projects	 and	
Services,	and	the	Franciscan	Missions.	We	hope	to	reach	out	to	many	more	charities	this	year.		
		
Please	join	us	for	the	LIGHT	A	PAROL	2016	official	lighting	event	on	Sunday,	Nov.	27	during	the	6:00PM	mass,	
at	the	Santuario	de	San	Antonio	Main	Church.	
		
Hoping	 for	 your	 kind	 support	 once	 again	 this	 year.	 	 You	 will	 surely	 make	 a	 big	 difference	 in	 the	 lives	 of	 the	 less	
fortunate.	
		
Sincerely,	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Noted	by:	
	

	
Kit	S.	Zobel	de	Ayala		 	 	 	 	 	 Fr.	Reu	Jose	C.	Galoy,	OFM	
LIGHT	A	PAROL	2016	CHAIRPERSON		 	 	 														SSAP	PARISH	PRIEST	
	
		
Katty	Roxas-Chua	Qua	
Lia	Te	
Marivic	Borromeo	
CCD	LIGHT	A	PAROL	2016	COMMITTEE	
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Statement of the Provincial Bro. Cielito Almazan, OFM
Concerning Relief Operations for the Victims of Super Typhoon Lawin / Haima

Release Date:
October 20, 2016
For Immediate Release
Provincial House
Contact: 3732937

Supertyphoon “Lawin” (Haima, international name) has made landfall over Peñablanca, Cagayan as 
of 2:00 A.M. - news update from DOST PAG-ASA. Signal #4 was raised along the path of the super 
typhoon. The wind speed is 
200kph near the center and can 
reach to 285kph of strong wind. 
There is also heavy rainfall and it’s 
diameter is about 800 kilometers. 
We expect severe damages after 
the super typhoon has passed 
the Philippine territory.

I direct all the friars who are 
capable to put all our structures 
and resources together to help 
in this calamity. I ask the parish 
priests, priest-in-charge of 
shrines, school directors, and 
JPIC animators to organize and 
execute a relief operation for the 
North.

God bless you, brothers. Thank 
you.

(Sgd) Fr. Cielito Almazan, OFM
Provincial Minister
Province of San Pedro Bautista

*The parish office is still accepting financial donations for typhoon Lawin
affected areas in Isabela. Please make check payable to “SSAP-RESTRICTED.”
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“OUTSIDE VIEWING PACKAGES AVAILABLE”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800

LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

MAKATI CITY

We, the OFM JPIC Animators of 
the Province of San Pedro Bautista, 
gathered in Puggio Bustone Spirituality 
Center, Brgy. Benneg, Botolan, 
Zambales in October 13, 2016 support 
the government’s dictum of CHANGE; 
changing the corrupt governance, 
lowering the crime rate, stopping the 

illegal drug trade, and uplifting the poor 
Filipinos.

We pray for the success of Duterte’s 
government peace initiatives with the 
National Democratic Front (NDF), Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), and 
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF).

We support the honorable men and 
women in cabinet positions whose 
programs and projects are beneficial to 
the Filipino masses especially the poor, 
the weak, and the underprivileged. 
We support the campaign against 
illegal drugs. The menace of this illegal 
drugs should be cut at its roots. Our 
support for this campaign is anchored 
on the sanctity of every human being.

We abhor the ongoing killings in the 
war against illegal drugs. Killing will 
not bring true change and peace in our 
country. “Thou shalt not kill” remains 
the basic tenet of our loving relationship 
with God and our neighbors. Only God 
has the right to take the life of each 
individual person.

Let us destroy illegal drugs, save the 
victims and bring healing to them, their 
families, and our nation.

Sgd. Bro. Al Villanueva, OFM
OFM – JPIC Provincial Animator
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