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We Care Because We Pray

In this last issue of the month, we continue our journey 
from interdependence to solidarity by examining ways in 
which our Parish builds our sense of community. 

Jayme Blanco discusses the ways in which social media is 
used by God – through us – to spread His message more 
powerfully. Edmund Lim takes you on a whirlwind tour 
through the various ministries of our Parish, demonstrating 
that we are like other parishes, but are also unique in our 
own right. Caron Macasaet shares a powerful personal 
testimony of how novenas and devotions carried her 
through a difficult moment in her life, focusing on the role 
that repetitive prayer played in her dark moments.

We, the SSA Parish, consist of thousands of different 
personalities, each shaped by our own life experiences. 
And yet, through it all, we are united by one Person – 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. It is He Who serves 
as the glue that binds us together, that transforms 
interdependence into solidarity. 

I end with a story.

Fr. Ronald Rolheiser, in his book “The Holy Longing”, tells 

the story of Betzy, a woman “with a heart the size of the 
Grand Canyon”. Because she is so loving, she has a wide 
variety of friends, and one night she decides to have a party 
and invite them all. Men and women of every description, 
ideology, background, temperament, taste, and social 
standing, liberals and conservatives, fundamentals and 
feminists, meat eaters and vegetarians – they all accept 
the invitation.

Given the mix, there is a fair amount of tension at the 
gathering, but because Betzy is there, and because they 
respect who she is and what she stands for, everyone, at 
least for the night, is engulfed with a spirit of tolerance, 
respect, decency and charity.

Such a gathering would only work while Betzy was actually 
present. Without her, they would forget why they were 
there.

The same can be said for our Church. The story is an 
image of the Christian Church around Jesus Christ. This 
is the basis for Christian ecclesial community, a gathering 
around His Person. We can know best what He means to 
us by imagining a world without Him.  

We Are One
by Dennis Montecillo
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PPC PRESIDENT
Edmund Lim, KHS

A Eucharistic Community 
of Different Families 

Serving the Lord

Parish Bulletin

Our Parish consists of various 
communities built up slowly over the 
decades. Our volunteers come from all 
walks of life empowered by their own 
strengths, sharing a common goal of 
spreading the word of God.  

Santuario de San Antonio Parish 
began with five major groups, fondly 
called WESTY (Worship, Education, 
Services, Temporalities and Youth).  It 
was with this core group, headed by 
their respective leaders, that our Parish 
began its journey with Fr. Urban and 
Fr. Hugh many years ago. Today, you 
see a structure in our Parish similar 
to WESTY, but fine-tuned over the 
decades and fortified by dedicated 
volunteers giving freely their time, 
treasure and talent.  

My own personal experience began 
in the Worship ministries, comprised 
of different groups, serving our 
Lord in various ways: Lectors & 
Commentators; Musicians; Choirs; 
Eucharistic Ministers; Altar servers; 
Altar environment; Mother Butler; 
and Hospitality. Each ministry has a 
specific focus, and its members use 
their different and unique talents to 
serve our Lord in solidarity. This is 
most evident during Fiesta, Christmas, 
and Holy Week when all the different 

Ministries in Worship unify to glorify 
God.

As my experience in our Parish grew, I 
was introduced to the other ministries 
outside my comfort zone. Different 
Catholic education programs offered 
by the Parish touch the lives of our 
parishioners in different ways: CCD 
introduces our children to Catholic 
Doctrine; Family Life Ministry prepares 
couples as they embark onto their 
newly married life; and the Healthcare 
Ministry provides various talks on 
health and nutrition. The dedication of 
our members and educators in their 
different fields is truly inspiring.

The Social Services arm aims to share 
the love and compassion of our Lord 
in the community.   We have ministries 
helping the sick, giving opportunities 
to the less privileged youth, providing 
livelihood projects to empower indigent 
communities, and comforting the 
downtrodden in prison.

There are two groups that sprang from 
the Temporalities arm of WESTY.  Our 
Administrative Council takes care 
of the church’s physical structures, 
maintains the safety of our parishioners 
and organizes parish staff to serve our 
communities. The Finance Department 

ensures that prudent practices are 
in place to safeguard funding for all 
ministries. 

Last, but certainly not least, the parish 
Youth Group plays a critical part in our 
community. Youth ministries are made 
up of different groups all working in their 
various capacities to glorify God. They 
establish Faith Families and serves 
as a training platform for the future 
members of our different ministries.

Of course, we can’t forget the 
Mandated Organizations comprised of 
people with different charisms giving of 
themselves to the different ministries in 
the spirit of service. These are made 
up of CWL, Mother Butler, Marian 
Cenacle, Men of Sacred Heart, and the 
Order of Franciscan Secular. Each, in 
their different ways, add brightness and 
texture to our parish and contribute to 
making our Parish whole.
 
I hope that this brief tour has given 
you a flavor for the varied, but united, 
ministries that exist at our Parish, all 
working to serve God in Unity. We have 
something for everyone! As we prepare 
for Lent, do come and join a ministry. 
Remember, God is waiting!

The dedication of our members and educators 
in their different fields is truly inspiring.
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A Eucharistic Community of Families:
Serving the Lord

My Papa’s younger sister, Tita Vick, was 
diagnosed with breast cancer about 
five years ago. She married late in her 
life and didn’t have any kids. We grew 
up very close to my Papa’s siblings and 
their families because they were left 
orphans at a very young age. We were 
all shocked and afraid to lose my Tita 
Vick to cancer.

Having been raised in a family devoted 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary, my Mama 
and my Papa’s sisters would ask us 
to pray the Rosary ever since I could 
remember. As a teenager, when Mama 
would ask me to recite the Rosary 
with her I would fall asleep, but when 
Tita Vick got sick, I started to pray the 
Rosary again.

Our family turned to Mama Mary during 
this very scary time in our lives. When 
the doctors found a lump on my tita’s 
breast, my cousin introduced and 
organized weekly prayers at her house 
- eight hours of praying 2,000 Hail 
Marys, ten decades at a time. When I 
was first asked to lead one set of 100 
Hail Marys, I didn’t think I could do it, 
but our love for our tita made it worth 
the sacrifice. After a few weeks, we got 
the hang of it and were able to finish it in 
six hours. During the times we were not 
together as a family my titas also asked 
us to pray the rosary and the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet every day at 3 p.m.

We pray to Mama Mary for her 
intercession to change the mind of 

“...there is no problem, no matter how difficult it is, whether temporal or, above all, 
spiritual, in the personal life of each one of us, of our families... that cannot be solved 
by the Rosary. There is no problem, I tell you, no matter how difficult it is, that we 
cannot resolve by the prayer of the Holy Rosary.” - Sister Lucia

Novenas&Devotions by Caron Macasaet

Jesus, just like when she asked Jesus 
to turn water into wine at the wedding 
feast in Cana. Even if it was not yet 
His time to perform a miracle Jesus 
performed the miracle because Mama 
Mary asked Him. She changed His 
mind. 

My Tita Vick has been cleared of cancer 
for 3 years now. Her cancer brought 
our family closer together. I believe that 
was through the prayers of our whole 
family asking Jesus through the Divine 
Mercy and asking Mama Mary though 
the Holy Rosary that we achieved the 
miracle of healing.
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A Eucharistic Community of Families:
Serving the Lord

Service to the Lord is not just contained inside the church; 
social media can be a powerful tool in serving the Lord.

The dictionary defines social media as forms of electronic 
communication (e.g., websites for social networking 
and microblogging) through which users create online 
communities to share information, ideas, personal messages, 
and other content (e.g., videos). This past decade, we have 
witnessed how technology has advanced by leaps and 
bounds in the form of evolved media such as email, skype 
and social media applications.

The late Fr. Nestor “Toy” Manlangit, OFM of the Franciscan 
Communications Office saw the potential in spreading 
the word of God through social media (http://ofmphil.
org) This inspired me during the time when I was Parish 
Pastoral Council head to use social media applications 
to communicate with the different parish ministries and 
parishioners, anticipating that many of them were active in 
these media, thus, resulting in a faster response and better 
attendance at our parish activities and outreach programs.

The results speak for themselves. Using social media, our 
Parish has experienced a better response to events, appeals 
for volunteers and donations during times of need such as 
calamity operations. It has also been effective in promoting 

our different ministries, outreach and fund raising programs. 
We have also been able to disseminate more efficiently 
Catholic-related news from Pope Francis and from the CBCP 
as well as permitting us to better spread the Word of God.

Many of you reading this article have also no doubt 
reconnected with old friends and have used social media 
to stay in touch with friends and family from far away. No 
doubt, its power in uniting and connecting people has been 
well-established. 

That said, like anything of power, social media can be 
abused and can divide.  The Internet is rife with incidences 
of identity theft, social bullying, and fake news. Care must be 
exercised in safeguarding against these abuses.

The impact of social media on society in general and God’s 
people is unquestioned. It has greatly facilitated how we 
communicate with one another and in spreading the Word 
of God “until the ends of the earth”. Indeed, serving the Lord 
is not anymore limited to the physical sense but has been 
made even possible via cyberspace.

To learn more about how your parish is doing this, like us on 
Facebook and support our parish website https://ssaparish.
com/.

Social Media in the 
Service of the Lord 

by Jayme Blanco
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A Eucharistic Community of Families:
Serving the Lord

Last Saturday, the 18th of February, CCD teachers went to 
the Eugenio Lopez Center, in Antipolo, to attend a Lenten 
recollection. 

Our main goal was to grasp (then thereby be able to teach) 
the underlying theme, which was FORGIVENESS.   

As Fr. Mike Lambino, S.J. led and facilitated our understanding 
of Forgiveness, it became quite clear, very early in the 
day, that we were, like our students, rather unsure of this 
quintessential discipline in the life of every Christian.

I’ve forgiven but it’s impossible to forget!  Have I really forgiven 
if I still feel so angry?  Is it right to want to exact justice even 
if I’ve forgiven?  Can we forgive if the other party isn’t sorry?  

Fr. Mike helped us discern that Forgiveness is a decision:  A 
decision to let go of our natural feelings of wanting revenge, 
of being hurt, of feeling anger, resentment and, in some 
cases, even hatred.  Forgiveness doesn’t mean that you 
deny the other person’s responsibility for hurting you and it 
doesn’t minimize nor justify the wrong.  It’s the decision to 
let go of all the negative feelings.  After which, we undergo a 
process, and this may take a few minutes or last decades but 

at least there’s space in our hearts for a kind of peace that 
helps you go on with life.  

So while it is easy to “know” what Forgiveness is, it is very 
difficult to put it into practice.  Perhaps forgiveness is divine 
because as Christians, we must forgive the unforgivable, the 
unpardonable, what can be so rude, impolite and abusive.  

Forgiveness is the heart of our faith… It is the Paschal 
Mystery:  Jesus, who is a God, became man in order to 
save mankind from eternal damnation.  As a man, He was 
nothing but good and kind and generous yet He was treated 
despicably, like a common criminal!  And yet, during His final 
moments, He calls to His Father and says, “Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34). 

C. S. Lewis, says it best:  “To be a Christian means to forgive 
the inexcusable because God has forgiven the inexcusable 
in you.” 

As CCD teachers, we serve our Parish Community by 
teaching our children to be like Jesus… and the best way 
is for us, their teachers, to forgive others and to forgive 
ourselves as well.

CCD’S LENTEN RECOLLECTION ON
Forgiveness
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DATE SPONSOR

March   3, 2017 Catholic Women’s League

March 10, 2017 OFS/Marian Cenacle

March 17, 2017 LeCom/Health Care Ministry

March 24, 2017 EMHC/MSH

March 31, 2017 SYA/Antioch/Luke

April 7, 2017 Scholarship/MBMG

April 14, 2017 Village Stations of the Cross at 
Dasmarinas Village

Ash Wednesday Schedule of Masses 

March 1, 2017
6:15 am, 7:30 am, 12:15 noon
4:00 pm (CCD) & 6:00 pm

Stations of the Cross
at the Jardin de Cruces

*assembly inside the church at 4:30 pm
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Prayer to St. Joseph of Cupertino for 
Success in Examinations

O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino who while on 
earth did obtain from God the grace to be asked 
at your examination only the questions you knew, 
obtain for me a like favour in the examinations for 
which I am now preparing. In return I promise to 
make you known and cause you to be invoked. 

Through Christ our Lord.

St. Joseph of Cupertino, Pray for us.

Amen. 

PARISH ANNOuNCEMENTS

February 26, 2017

“OuTSIDE VIEWING PACKAGES AVAILABLE”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800

LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQuET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227  CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL., 

MAKATI CITY

HEALING 
MASS

First Friday

March 3, 2017

3PM

Ground Floor, Parish Center




