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We Care Because We Pray

When he came to the Philippines in 1584 from Spain, 
San Pedro Bautista was assigned in Intramuros. In 
1586 as Parish Priest of Lumban, Laguna, he taught 
church music and the manufacture and use of musical 
instruments. As the custos or superior of the Franciscans, 
from 1587 he ministered to the Japanese outside 
Intramuros through the help of Fray Gonzalo Garcia and 
gathered the Filipinos into town settlements. In 1590 he 
established San Francisco del Monte as a hermitage and 
novitiate. He discovered the medicinal characteristics of 
the hot springs of Los Baños. He also strongly defended 
the basic human rights of the indigenous peoples of 

Zambales. It was his firm, moral stand that opened 
the people`s minds on the value of life. In 1593 San 
Pedro Bautista became the Philippines` ambassador to 
Japan. He averted the emperor`s impending invasion 
of the Philippines. With his first companions he then 
settled in Miyako and later on in Nagasaki. They founded 
hospitals and churches. In 1596 the emperor persecuted 
the Christians. San Pedro Bautista and 25 others were 
raised on crosses and speared to death in Nagasaki 
on February 5, 1597.
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Parish bulletin

The crib and the cross are two important 
symbols in the life Jesus that influenced 
and shaped the spirituality of St. Francis 
of Assisi. The crib has been a privileged 
place when the Word was made flesh 
and dwelt among us – the incarnation 
of God, the Emmanuel. The cross is 
another place of encounter of God’s 
saving action to our fallen humanity – an 
expression of self-surrender and loving 
embrace of God to all. 

For St. Francis of Assisi, both the crib 
and the cross are God’s act of reaching 
out through Jesus - divine solidarity with 
humanity, which makes possible the 
wanderer’s return and the beginnings of 
the feast of God’s Kingdom. While Jesus’ 
solidarity includes identification with the 
whole of humanity, it becomes complete 
in so far as when we do to one of “the 
least of these brothers of Mine, you did it 
to Me.” Mt. 25.40) This identification was 
so complete that, just as He was hanged 
with common criminals, He carried the 
repentant thief into Paradise and – so 
Christian faith claims – carries our own 
humanity through death and into Life 
itself.

The spirit of Franciscan Solidarity 
finds its meaning and significance 

when its expression promotes mutual 
responsibility and shared effort. It 
redefines also our way of being and 
relating with each other as a people 
with common dignity – this gives us a 
sense of collective identity as created 
being in the likeness and image of God 
on the one hand. In the other hand, we 
are all beneficiaries of God’s reconciling 
and redemptive action through Jesus’ 
Paschal journey. 

Given this theological background, for St. 
Francis, solidarity means among others: 
(1) change of self-understanding - not 
only I, but we are all gifted with human 
dignity; (2) change of relationship – we 
are collaborators, not competitors; ours 
is not as master-servant but as co-
partners;  (2) change of social location - 
from the center to the peripheries. 

Thus, solidarity is process from being 
emphatically engaged in the lives 
of our sisters and brothers toward a 
transformative praxis that makes a 
person what s/he really is in the sight of 
our life-giving, nurturing and transforming 
Creator. Solidarity is living our life in 
service of realizing the giftedness and 
full-potentials innately endowed to each 
of us by God. 

FrOM THe DeSK OF THe ParISH PrIeST
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM, Parish Priest

...both the crib and 
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act of reaching out 
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Kingdom. 

FRANCISCAN SOLIDARITY

The Gospel of the Lord Jesus is the Gospel of Life. It is 
this Gospel we must preach. It is this Gospel that we must 
uphold. We therefore unequivocally oppose proposals 
and moves to return the death penalty into the Philippine 
legal system. We took a considerable stride in the defense 
of life when we repealed the Heinous Crimes Act that 
provided for the death penalty in what were considered 
“heinous crimes”. We regret that there are strident efforts 
to restore the death penalty. Though the crime be heinous, 
no person is ever beyond redemption, and we have no 
right ever giving up on any person. When we condemn 
violence, we cannot ourselves be its perpetrators, and 
when we decry murder, we cannot ourselves participate 

in murder, no matter that it may be accompanied by the 
trappings of judicial and legal process. Throughout the 
world, the trend against the death penalty is unmistakable, 
and international covenants, one of which the Philippines 
is party to, obligate us not to impose the death penalty. We 
urge the government to champion life for all!

For the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines

+SOCraTeS b. VILLeGaS
Archbishop of Lingayen-Dagupan
President CBCP
January 30, 2017

Source: http://www.cbcpnews.com/cbcpnews/?p=90811

STaTeMenT On THe DeaTH PenaLTy
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a eucharistic Community of Families
Rearing the Youth Towards Responsible Stewardship

Growing up, I was blessed to 
have teachers I looked up to.  I 
greatly appreciate how religion and 
understanding of God were taught to 
me.   Never out of fear, never out of guilt 
but rather out of understanding that our 
God is a loving and merciful God.

So 7 years ago, when I decided to 
teach CCD, this was to give back and 
influence more people in knowing and 
understanding Him. I already knew that 
though I would be teaching the Catholic 
Faith and Doctrines, I would like to be 
a mentor to them.  A role model where 
they can see in someone not just in 
words how God’s love radiates from a 

Divine Teaching
by Rachelle C. Wenger

person but more so how someone who 
loves God gives it back to others. 

We, as God’s children, have an 
obligation to each other.  To unite 
each other as one, regardless of race, 
religion, beliefs and build societies 
which promote peace and justice for 
the common good.   That no matter 
what differences we might have, we 
have one Father and we are all created 
in His Image and Likeness.

Kindness, strength of faith, and 
obedience to the teachings are the 
things I hope my students will take with 
them as I always remind them, one 

may memorize the whole Book and the 
Commandments and Beatitudes but if 
this is not seen in one’s life, then it is 
nothing.  With how much the effect will 
be on them, I can only ask that I may 
be guided in my teachings and pray that 
the Holy Spirit will guide them too.

I chose to teach CCD since I have 
seen a lot of adult Catholics who do 
not understand the faith and therefore 
would not take to heart and in their 
lives the teachings of the Church.   In 
this day and age where opinion forms 
greatly how they think religion is and 
how God’s role should play in our lives, 
by influencing the youth, I hope they 
influence their families as well and 
eventually influence future generations 
on God’s call to us.   It might be a huge 
responsibility to teach about our faith 
but I truly believe that the Holy Spirit 
guides us to be instruments to let souls 
closer to the Creator.
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a eucharistic Community of Families
Rearing the Youth Towards Responsible Stewardship

When I first started working, I never really thought about 
how my job can help others. When it comes to choosing a 
job, I would always focus on aspects that would benefit me. 
How will this help me achieve my career goals? What skills 
will I develop through this job? How much will I earn?

It was only later on, after a number of years working, that 
I realized that I should start looking for the value that my 
work provides for others. Though the challenges at work, 
the friendships made, and the money earned do make a job 
exciting, seeing how work can be relevant to others adds 
significance to what I do everyday. 

In my own work, I see how my time spent running a virtual 
office has evolved in not just trying to get more clients, but 
actually helping clients with their businesses outside of 
office hours. More than just focusing on numbers, I focus on 
helping people from different walks of life- students, OFWs, 
and others, take the leap and start their own businesses. 

It is through this that I also see how in our own way, all of 
us regular citizens are trying what we can do to help the 
country by creating jobs for Filipinos. 

As I get older, I think I find myself being more proactive on 
finding ways on how I, as an entrepreneur, can give myself 
and add more value to other peoples’ lives. It is because of 
this that I have found myself giving up my own personal time 
to mentor entrepreneur students. As part of the San Antonio 
Community, I try to use my skills that I learned at work to 
help in the different ministries such as marketing our Pan 
de San Antonio bread sale and collecting donations for the 
Prison Ministry. 

At the end of the day, I realized that though it will always be 
important to consider work that can help develop new skills 
and be financially stable, finding a way to reach out to others 
through your job is what will ultimately push us to get up and 
continue hustling everyday. 

Responsible Stewardship
by Georgianna Carlos
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a eucharistic Community of Families
Rearing the Youth Towards Responsible Stewardship

As a fresh graduate from an all-girls Catholic 
high school back in 2014, I believed I knew all 
the ropes, nooks and crannies of my faith. I had 
been taught all the Scriptures I needed to well 
equip me throughout my life. But it was a few 
months after graduation when I joined Antioch 
that I learned being faithful meant so much 
more than just knowing these things, it meant 
taking these seeds of faith and planting them 
wherever we go. 

This is why being given the opportunity to take on 
larger roles in the Antioch community became a 
gift of faith. In being given opportunities to lead, 
I had instead learned to serve. It is within my 
community and being surrounded with people 
who had gone through the same faith journey 
as I did, did I learn how to help pave the road to 
God’s love for others. 

Joining Antioch 3 years ago, I would have 
never expected to have become so involved, or 
rather, passionate about what our community 
was all about. Antioch is all about the love 
of community, more so, the love of coming 
together for God. In working to serve my peers 
and spreading my faith, did I truly know what it 
meant to be a follower of Christ. It has become 
my life motto now to love whenever I can— to 
reply to my call to love.

Growing in

Spiritual Responsibilityby Issa Barte
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a eucharistic Community of Families
Rearing the Youth Towards Responsible Stewardship

My life of faith started to grow stronger when I joined the 
Single Young Adults (SYA) weekend. It’s the weekend where 
I’ve met several lawyers, teachers, doctors, bankers, artists 
and other professionals: many names attached to their own 
respective lines of work. Through the activities after the SYA 
weekend, we come to know more behind labels, become 
closer to each other as brothers and sisters in Christ and 
come together to love and serve our growing community. 

Every SYA weekend, I witness our community grow with 
many gifted and talented individuals who have so much love 
to give. There are more voices praying for each other, more 
active volunteers for various parish ministries and activities 
and more participation and contributions in the various 
emergency outreach activities.  As we grow our community, 
SYA members come together and use their talents and 
material blessings to nourish God’s creation.

SYA as a member of the Youth of San Antonio (YSA), I am 
able to develop and share my God-given talents together 
with other members of the youth groups and spread and 
multiply them to many who are in need, just as narrated in 
the Parable of the Talents. We become responsible role 
models and bridge builders for the younger communities 

making sure that the youth continues to grow in their faith. 
Bringing together the YSA community within Church in 
activities such as Youth Masses, Simbang Gabi activities, 
Buling Buling festivities, distribution of bread during the 
feast of St. Anthony and many more allow us to form a bond 
with the youth, making us an even stronger Catholic youth 
group and unified soldiers in Christ.

SYA’s love continues to spread outside the Church 
community through our active participation and leadership 
in various outreach ministries such as prison ministry, PGH 
hospital ministry and calamity response ministry. We are 
given an opportunity as young adults, to help in forming 
and transforming others’ Catholic faith by using each of our 
strengths and spreading God’s love to where it is needed 
most. 

As an individual, I am able to donate in cash or in kind 
and it will help a few but as a group who collectively work 
towards spreading God’s word and His love, we are able to 
touch hearts in the most personal manner and move lives. 
Together, we are stronger soldiers of God and we make a 
bigger impact in the lives we touch. We, as one faith family, 
form a community of solidarity—ready to serve.

Sya: Soldiers united in Christ
by Alexandra Li
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Prayer to St. Joseph of Cupertino for 
Success in examinations

O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino who while on 
earth did obtain from God the grace to be asked 
at your examination only the questions you knew, 
obtain for me a like favour in the examinations for 
which I am now preparing. In return I promise to 
make you known and cause you to be invoked. 

Through Christ our Lord.

St. Joseph of Cupertino, Pray for us.

Amen. 

ParISH annOunCeMenTS

Sunday, FEBRUARY 5
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*9:00AM - CCD Sunday Class
*4:00PM - CORO Practice

Monday, FEBRUARY 6
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St. Francis 
Friendship Home

*1:00PM - OFS Formation

Tuesday, FEBRUARY 7
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St. Francis 
Friendship Home

*9:00AM - JPIC Hospital 
Ministry PGH 
Visitation

*2:00PM -  Health Care Ministry 
Dancercise “Open to 
all Parishioners”

* 4:00PM - Marian Cenacle 
Prayer Meeting

Wednesday, FEBRUARY 8
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St. Francis 
Friendship Home

*4:00PM - CCD Religion Class

Thursday, FEBRUARY 9
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop

*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 
Program at St. Francis 
Friendship Home

*9:00AM - Health Care Ministry 
Visitation at Rizal 
Medical Center, Pasig 
City

*2:00PM - Health Care Ministry 
Dancercise “Open to 
All Parishioners”

Friday, FEBRUARY 10
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St. Francis 
Friendship Home

*3:00PM - Health Care Ministry 
First Friday Healing 
Mass

*7:00PM - Household Help 
Charismatic Prayer 
Meeting

*9:00PM - Tig-awit Choir 
Practice

Saturday, FEBRUARY 11
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*7:30AM - World Day of the Sick 

mass and anointing
*2:00PM - CWL Scholarship 

meeting

*4:00PM - LUKE 18 Prayer 
Meeting

*4:00AM - VOSA Choir Practice

CaLenDar OF MInISTrIeS FOr THe WeeK

February 5, 2017

TO COMMEMORATE 
THE WORLD DAY OF 

THE SICK, A HEALING 
MASS WILL BE CELEBRATED 
ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
AT 7:30AM IN CHURCH. THE 
SACRED ANOINTING WITH 

HOLY OIL COMES AFTER 
THE MASS.
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