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Fourth Sunday of Lent

We Care Because We Pray

This month we are privileged to feature articles written by 
our parish clergy. 

Our parish priest, Fr. Reu, speaks candidly about what 
called him to be a priest, and his abiding desire to serve 
God through his teaching charism. As the saying goes, 
sometimes we make plans, and God laughs. Instead he 
called Fr. Reu into positions of leadership in his order.

Fr. Baltasar writes about how the very foundation of the 
Franciscan order is about humility; about how leaders are 
called to be servants of the community. There is, of course, 
no better example of this than their very own leader, St. 
Francis!

Fr. Efren humbly shares a personal experience of how 
he and a fellow priest were called to respond humbly to 
personal attacks heaped upon them by an irate person. Can 
you relate to their experience? 

Most people believe that humility is the antonym of pride. 
While likely true, I prefer to think of humility as being 
antonymous with self-centeredness, but I can appreciate 
how description seems to somehow miss the mark. I think 
that the Latin phrase “Incurvatus in se” describes the 
relationship better – it is a theological phrase describing a 
life lived “inward” for self rather than others. 

It is said that references to humility occur 35 times in the 
Bible – perhaps not as many as “be not afraid”, but a 
significant amount nonetheless. One things is clear from 
these scriptural passages - humility is a heart attitude, not 
merely an outward demeanor. One may put on an outward 
show of humility but still have a heart full of pride and 
arrogance. Jesus said that those who are “poor in spirit” 
would have the Kingdom of Heaven. Being poor in spirit 
means that only those who admit to an absolute bankruptcy 
of spiritual worth will inherit eternal life. Therefore, humility 
is a prerequisite for the Christian. If we believe this to be the 
case, it is most certainly true for those of us called to be clergy.  

While humility may not be sufficient to enter the kingdom of 
heaven, it is certainly a necessary condition!

Humility 
in Service by Dennis Montecillo
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A Eucharistic Community of Families:
Humility in Service and Ministry

When I first thought of becoming a priest, my motivation was 
simple: I wanted to serve God. In the course of my seminary 
studies and Franciscan formation, the idea of serving God 

became more concrete: to serve God is serve the less fortunate (Mt. 25: 
34-46). Over time, I came to better understand my priestly Franciscan 
calling and ministry through my exposure to and immersion with farmers, 
construction workers, indigenous peoples and urban poor communities. 

Through the years of my Franciscan-priestly life, I was privileged to have 
been entrusted with several provincial offices/positions. The downside 
to these developments is that it made ministry more complicated and 
challenging. Over time, I realized that, given a choice, I preferred being 
an ordinary friar-member of our communities. I particularly enjoyed my 
teaching ministry. 

But the reality of community life and ministry is multifaceted and perplexing. 
I am reminded of what Jurgen Habermas once said of “moral sensitivity”, 
i.e., that in the context of ministerial humility, “one must have the ability 
to listen, the willingness to be emotionally involved, and the capacity to 
accept, even encourage, personal uniqueness.” Authentic service allows 
the minister to accept the person/s whom God has delivered into our care; 
open and willing to learn from the other and to have the courage to be 
surprised (Mt. 15, 21-28). I came to realized that God opened the door for 
me, sometimes into rooms that I had not originally planned on entering.

In my ministry today, I have to humbly acknowledge that I am being 
ministered as well by the community I am serving and living with, being 
nurtured and healed by the ministry of others. After all, as a minister, I 
too have my own weaknesses and vulnerability. I need to allow myself to 
be challenged, inspired and transformed by the people. For an authentic 
Christian mission brings out self-transformation.

HUMILITY AND MINISTRY

A self-Actualization of God’s 
Humility and Mission  Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM
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A Eucharistic Community of Families:
Humility in Service and Ministry

From the very beginning of its 
foundation as Order in the 
Church, the title of the Superior of 

the Franciscan Order has been Minister 
General and, for any of their independent 
entities, Minister Provincial. The title 
itself is reflective of what leadership 
authority meant to Francis. This is 
particularly evident when compared 
to other religious groups, e.g., 
Dominicans (Master General and Prior) 
and Augustinians (Father General). 
Most cloistered congregations call 
their superiors Abbot. All the titles 
that the religious groups have, tend to 
emphasize the hierarchical structure 
of their community with their superiors 
as their head.  The emphasis on 
hierarchy unintentionally results in role 
reversal, with the superiors being on 
top being served by those at the bottom 
of the organizational ladder, rather than 
the superior being the servant of all.

Like most communities of human 
beings, the Church and other ecclesial 
gatherings tend to be hierarchically 
structured. There is a need for a 

Humility and Ministry 
by Fr. Baltazar Obico, OFM

superior in any religious congregation 
just as there is a need for a parish priest 
in any community. Leadership is a key 
ingredient for groups such as these, in 
large part due to the need to identify 
and organize the various charisms of 
its members in order to facilitate the 
delivery of services to its members. In 
this case, the hierarchy exists to serve 
and not to be served. 
 
The fact that Francis called leaders 
“ministers” was precisely to emphasize 
that the role of leadership is primarily 
to serve. In the early rule of 1221 6:3, 
Francis insisted that “let no one be called 
‘prior’ but let everyone in general be called 
‘lesser brother’”, referencing the gospel 
passage “let no one wash the feet of the 
other.” At one point he even expressed 
his desire to name the OFM order as the 
“Order of the Lesser Brothers.”

This theme of service and humility 
is very appropriate for the season of 
Lent. The gospel being proclaimed and 
dramatically acted upon during the first 
day of the Triduum is the washing of the 

feet. In this single act, 
we see a reversal 
of roles, with the 
master becoming a 
servant, a humbling 
act of someone 
who is called Lord 
and Master. In this 
symbolic act we see 
both service and 
humility that cannot 
be separated. Any 
act of service is a 
humbling act; just 
as humility can be 
expressed in acts of 
service. 
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A CAsE in Point 

Last August 16, 2016, we were invited by the DENR to present 
our case opposing a known company operating within the 
Upper Marikina Water Basin Reservation, and another well-
known developer constructing a subdivision in the same 
place (along Infanta-Marikina Highway, Brgy. Pinugay, Baras/
Antipolo). This was one of several meetings we had with DENR 
officials. This time they have invited the company in question 
to face us. At one point of the discussion, the lady President 
of the mining company stood up and faced us (stockholders 
and complainants), and begun to lambast and to castigate 
especially two of us priests, Fr. Jovar Vergara and myself. She 
rebuked us of our involvement to stop their quarrying, saying 
they have the legal right to do so, and that we have destroyed 
the name of their company. She added that it is a shame 
for us to distribute Holy Communion during the mass, and 
warned us at the same time that “kung ano man ang mangyari 
sa kapatid ko” (the older sister is said to have cancer) may 
pananagutan kayo..!” Our lead counsel, Atty. Chris Monsod 
was present to witness the show of arrogance. 

 AnAlysis

Fr. Jovar and I humbly accepted those reviling words in the 
midst of a conference room packed with government officials 
and stockholders like us. What was our response to such 
public humiliation? We were calm and unperturbed in the 
midst of the deafening silence. I signaled to Fr. Jovar not to 
rebut, though I must admit I was perspiring amidst a freezing 
room. In our hearts we knew the truth of what we were doing 
and westood firm on our commitment to environmental justice.

How do we relate the experience of being humiliated to 
Humility? Is that the kind of experience within the concept 
of a virtue? To the modern mind it is contrary to the natural 
disposition of man. But history will show that Jesus silently 
endured the physical, mental and moral affront of his 
enemies. Matmaha Gandhi demonstrated the ironic silence 
of non-violence (words or physical resistance).

Humility may require of us acts of passivity or self-limitation in 
response even to the basest affronts, degrading or shameful 
acts to which the most the most natural reaction of any “self-
respecting person” would be to fight back and feel justified 
in doing so.

The virtue of humility may be said to have lost much of its 
religious or philosophical basis, but it remains silently active in 
the heart of our moral life. For it is written: “...humble yourself 
in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up” (James 4:10).

HuMility:

Humiliation 
and Humiliated
by Efren C. Jimenez, OFM

Christians esteem humility as the highest of human 
virtues, considered to be a lofty ideal, like a queen 
virtue. But if humility is an ideal to be lived, why 

do we spurn being humiliated? What is our response to a 
situation of humiliation?
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Vocation to the religious life and to the priesthood is a 
gift. It is a gift that is both unmerited and undeserved. 
It is not something that we earn nor is it something 

that we are entitled to. Instead, it is all because of God’s 
graciousness. Here we see that we who are ordained are 
not more special than others. Nor are we better and holier 
than others that is why God called us to this life. In the 
midst of our own share of weaknesses and limitations, God 
still has called us. And through His grace, He continues to 
qualify and strengthen us.

To serve God’s people as a Franciscan priest is a 
privilege. At the same time, to serve is an opportunity 
of humble thanksgiving for this precious gift that God 
has blessed me with. I am ever thankful that God has 
called me to this life. God has given me this precious 
opportunity to serve Him and His people through offering 
myself and doing my humble part in spreading his Word 
and His love.  

What have I given up? There was not much to give up I 
suppose. Only perhaps the greater opportunity to be with 
my family, the life of my own, the possibility of pursuing a 

career, and the joy and fulfilment of raising my own family. 
But in the midst of these sacrifices, God reciprocates a 
hundredfold. He gives back abundantly through the love, 
care and support of people who have become my greater 
family. God cannot really be outdone in His generosity, and 
you dear sisters and brothers are the glowing signs of God’s 
love and generosity. 

As priests, though we are not more special than others, 
most often we are treated with special treatment and with 
high esteem. People trust us and welcome us to be part 
of their families and their lives. During the celebration of 
the Sacraments, we represent Jesus. During confessions, 
people entrust their sins, their deepest secrets to us as we 
become God’s instruments of His forgiveness. These are all 
inspiring and encouraging, but at the same time humbling 
as well because of the sense of unworthiness. But again, 
not because we deserve but it is all because of God, all 
because of God’s grace. May this same grace inspire me to 
always look up to God for “A proud man is always looking 
down on things and people; and, of course, as long as you 
are looking down, you cannot see something that is above 
you.” – C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

A Eucharistic Community of Families:
Humility in Service and Ministry

by Fr. Mark Adame Bakari

“A proud man is always looking down on things and people; 
and, of course, as long as you are looking down, you cannot 
see something that is above you.” 
      - C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity
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Prayer to st. Joseph of Cupertino for 
success in Examinations

O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino who while on 
earth did obtain from God the grace to be asked 
at your examination only the questions you knew, 
obtain for me a like favour in the examinations for 
which I am now preparing. In return I promise to 
make you known and cause you to be invoked. 

Through Christ our Lord.

St. Joseph of Cupertino, Pray for us.

Amen. 

CAlEndAr oF MinistriEs For tHE wEEk

Sunday, March 26
*8:00AM - SYA Weekend
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*9:00AM - CCD Sunday Class
*4:00PM - CORO Practice

Monday,March 27
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance Program 

at St. Francis Friendship Home
*1:00PM - Order of Franciscan Secular 

(OFS) Formation

TueSday, March 28
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance Program 

at St. Francis Friendship Home
*9:00AM - CWL FREE Breakfast and Clinic
*9:00AM - JPIC Hospital Ministry PGH 

Visitation

*2:00PM - Health Care Ministry Dancercise 
“Open to all Parishioners”

*4:00PM - Marian Cenacle Prayer Meeting

WedneSday, March 29
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance Program 

at St. Francis Friendship Home
*4:00PM - CCD Religion Class

ThurSday, March 30
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance Program 

at St. Francis Friendship Home
*9:00AM - Health Care Ministry Visitation at 

Rizal Medical Center, Pasig City
*2:00PM - Health Care Ministry Dancercise 

“Open to All Parishioners”

Friday, March 31
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance Program 

at St. Francis Friendship Home
*11:00AM - Adoration Chapel monthly Mass
*2:00PM - SSAP Employees monthly 

Formation Program
*5:00PM - Stations of the Cross at the 

church garden
*7:00PM - Household Help Charismatic 

Prayer Meeting
*9:00PM - Tig-awit Choir Practice

SaTurday, aPriL 1
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*4:00PM - LUKE 18 Prayer Meeting
*4:00AM - VOSA Choir Practice

March 26, 2017

dAtE sPonsor
03.31.2017 SYA/Antioch/Luke

04.07.2017 Scholarship/MBMG

04.14.2017 Village Stations 
of the Cross at 
Dasmarinas Village

Stations of the Cross
at the Jardin de Cruces

*assembly inside the church at 4:30 pm
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