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We Care Because We Pray

Talking about the Gospel way of life is like singing my favourite 
song with a delightful tune. Basically because it is the core of 
our identity as Franciscans. The Gospel way of life is the form 
of life handed over to us by our seraphic father Saint Francis 
of Assisi. Francis wrote for himself and for the brothers, 
present and future, simply and in a few words, a form of life. 
He used primarily words from the gospel longing only for its 
perfection (1Celano 32). That is why as Franciscans, we only 
follow Jesus, the embodiment of the gospel, in the manner of 
Saint Francis. Jesus is the Word incarnate Who commanded 
His followers to go into all the world, and preach the Good 
News to all creation (Mk 16:15).

As a young and newly ordained Franciscan priest caught 
in the world of pluralism and “new age” developments, I 

cannot help but drink from the well of our origins, the Gospel 
tradition. The spirit of Vatican II also urges us to have this 
creative fidelity to the Jesus of the Gospels. Therefore there 
is a need for me to configure myself to the Person of Jesus 
as portrayed in the gospel in order not to confuse me and 
to stay focused on my vocation and mission in life. Living 
the Gospel way of life is not so much done in words but in 
action – a Faith in practice. Saint Francis once said, “preach 
the gospel at all times, and if necessary use words”. Woe to 
me then if I talk so much about the Word of God but cannot 
live it by my example. Lastly, I can only say that I am a true 
disciple of the Lord if I can translate my love of the gospel 
to the love of the people around me, especially God’s flock 
whom the Lord has entrusted to me as a co-labourer, a co-
shepherd.

Gospel Way of Life Fr. Adam E. Dalac, OFM
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PARISH PRIEST
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM, Parish Priest

Parish Bulletin

Dear co-journeyers:

A few days from the moment you pick up and read this Parish 
Bulletin issue, we will be pre-occupied with our Holy Week 
activities and prayerfully be journey with Jesus especially through 
our Easter Triduum liturgical celebration. During these three 
days of contemplation and anticipation our liturgies emphasize 
the sacrificial death of Jesus on the Cross, the Sacraments of 
Baptism and the Eucharist, by which we enter into the life-giving 
Passion of Christ and grow in hope of eternal life in Him.

Our Parish, through its different ministries is now in full swing 
preparing our liturgical celebrations. Your presence and 
participation will make it more meaningful and significant. It is my 
prayer that we take this opportunity to deepen our understanding 
about our Roman Catholic Faith, guide our pastoral activities 
into becoming a Christo-praxis, and strengthen the relationship 
among the members of the domestic church (family).

While I understand that there are other ways to make use of this 
weeklong vacation, I am appealing to our dear parishioners to 
spend this time for God with your love ones in prayer – revisiting 
your relationships, evaluating your values and priorities and 
crafting your future endeavor according to God’s plan and 
dream for you. Wherever we are in our life and faith journey, 
how we spend our time matters and to STOP (standing), LISTEN 
(seating) and PRAY (kneeling), make sense always.  

God loves us much that He gave His Son Jesus, for our 
redemption. We also have received much from God that helped 
us survive in many ways. Would it be fair enough if we ask: with 
how we live our life and as stewards of God’s gift, individually 
and collectively, does God deserve the state and quality of our 
life or do we give justice to God in the way we manage His 
blessings; vis-à-vis the victims of poverty, extrajudicial killings 
and destruction of our natural resources?

Journeying with Jesus to Calvary is never easy. But it always 
teaches us the LOVE that transforms and liberates, simply 
because it is free and authentic.

Your co-journeyer,

FR. REu JOSE C. GAlOy, OFM

It is my prayer that we 
take this opportunity 
to deepen our 
understanding about 
our Roman Catholic 
Faith, guide our 
pastoral activities into 
becoming a Christo-
praxis, and strengthen 
the relationship 
among the members 
of the domestic church 
(family).
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A Eucharistic Community of Families:
Living the Franciscan Gospel Life

“I am thankful to God that He 
brought me to Makati City Jail!” 
(inmate, MCJ)

Those unbelievable words were uttered 
by more than a few of the residents of 
MCJ - yes you read it right! Prisoners 
expressing gratitude for one of the 
most undesirable of outcomes - landing 
in jail. Those words have never left me 
since. The irony and absurdity of the 
statement has made such an impact on 
my perspective.

I’ve always gravitated towards 
ministries that got me face-to-face with 
the people we would normally describe 
as less fortunate - holding feeding 
programs for school-aged children 
from a poor parish and at one point 
doing tutorials at Gawad Kalinga (I did 
this for 3 years). So when I joined SYA 
and heard there was a prison ministry I 
quickly joined (back in 2013). That went 
on for a few months until I got too busy 
and eventually stopped.

But as fate would have it ( we call it 
God’s plan) I found myself “back in 
prison” earlier this year. As I reflect 
today about all this and the turn of 
events I am grateful to be given another 

In All 
Things 
Give 
Thanks
by Mark Lim

opportunity at this - now richer with more 
life experiences and in a very different 
place spirituality and personally from 
2013. It’s as though I can approach 
the sessions we conduct with more 
honesty, humility and empathy.

Back when I was head of a different 
community’s outreach ministry in 2003, 
we constantly discussed if we were 
making a difference in the lives of the 
people we chose to help. I realize now 
that we were looking at it wrong. We 
failed to see how our being involved 
was having a lasting impact - ON US! 
Such is the miracle of giving... Jesus 
cannot be outdone!

And so as I go about my weekly 
appointment with Jesus in MCJ I am 
filled with an anticipation of His powerful 
presence that happens in the mundane 
tasks involved in this special ministry 
- while preparing my manila paper 
materials, while searching for the song 
for the week, or when we exchange 
sometimes nervous but always grateful 
smiles knowing that we (the residents, 
fellow volunteers and I) are  forever 
changed by a simple Monday afternoon 
well spent.

The words aren’t so ridiculous anymore 
- how truly blessed I am ...How grateful 
we are to God for bringing us to MCJ.
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Parish Bulletin

When Francis of Assisi had 12 followers already he went 
to the Pope to have his rule of life approved. According 
to Celano this consists of gospel texts and some things 
necessary for common life. When Francis arrived at the 
Papal Curia, the council members of the Pope were in 
disbelief who this man from Assisi having an audience with 
them. Francis was wearing penitential garb, a tattered habit.  
Upon reading his proposed rule of life, the Pope advised 
Francis to make use of existing, tried & tested rules of life, 
either the Agustinians or Cisterians. The Pope & his council 
had the opinion that the Gospel cannot be lived as presented 
by Francis, but through the intervention of the Bishop of 
Assisi, the Pope nonetheless gave his oral approval (not 
signed!) ; a diplomatic way of saying no to Francis’ proposal; 
a kind of condescending, wait-and-see attitude as the part 
of  papacy’s policy. In its approved form, the rule of 1223, 
says “the rule and Life of the friars minor is to live the Holy 
Gospel” of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Textually, a comparative study of the Benedictine rules reveal 
that the Franciscan Rule is descriptive rather than prescriptive 
where details are legislated rather than described. It appears 
not a legal document but as an exhortation; that is the reason 
why in 1223 final approval, many gospel texts were dropped 
to conform it to Church’s canonical form. In the introduction, 
he says the “Rule and Life” to mean that the law is something 
dynamic, alive, and needs consistent revision to make it 
responsive to the signs of the times.

What is this Gospel life? All religions are basically the same 
in the sense of having three components; doctrines, laws and 
rituals. The OP’s for example would stress truth or doctrines; 
they preach doctrines. The Benedictine would stress rites, 
hence they are liturgical experts. The Church in general 

have very elaborate Canon Law. Without denying dogma, 
liturgy & hierarchical structure, Francis concentrated his 
whole energy in proclaiming to all new form of life according 
to the Gospel. He rejected all attempts to pin down the 
Gospel under a mass of legal regulations, ordinances or 
prescriptions. Unlike St. Dominic whose vocation is tied up 
with fighting heresy & therefore preaching truth & doctrine, 
Francis would take the path of moral, not doctrinal preaching.  
Moral preaching founds its authority, not in knowledge, but in 
a converted life; hence witnessing to the Gospel is essential, 
if not the first proclamation according to Francis.

The word Gospel has been appropriated by Christianity 
& given its limited meaning from the Church’s self 
understanding. Literally it means Good News. The Good 
News, is the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead; According 
to St. Paul our Faith would have been in vain had Christ not 
been raised from the dead.

Christianity, therefore, before being doctrine, law & rituals 
is an event in the Person of Jesus. It primarily a relationship 
with a person and the network of relationship that issued forth 
from that relationship. Conforming with the Church doctrines 
alone and even passing them to the next generation do 
not fulfil the criteria of a life lived according to the Gospel.  
Since death has been overcome, then a believer can love 
unto death. For Francis, fraternal relationship is the core of 
Gospel; and fraternity is facilitated by being minor to each 
other. Hence, the Order is called   the Friars minor. Doctrines 
separate us from non-Catholic and other believers; the law 
separates us from the law breakers and sinners; the rites 
divide us from other believers; but relationship with the 
Risen Lord unites us all; not only among men and women, 
but also the whole of creation.

Living the Franciscan Life by Fr. Baltazar Obico, OFM
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April 2, 2017

HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES
April 9, 2017 | SuNDAy PAlM SuNDAy OF THE lORD’S PASSION

(blessing of palms in all Masses)
10:30 AM Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

(Procession from Adoration Chapel; blessing 
of Palms; joint choirs: CORO and CCD)

April 10, 2017 | MONDAy HOly MONDAy
  after 6PM Mass Kumpisalang Bayan

April 13, 2017 | THuRSDAy HOly THuRSDAy
  6:00 AM Mass of Chrism at the Manila Cathedral

  whole day Confessions
  5:00 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper

(Washing of the feet of 12 disciples)
CHOIR: CORO

  6:00 PM Procession of Blessed Sacrament to the  
Altar of Repose

  6:00 PM to 12 MN Vigil : Altar of Repose at Convento Garden
  6:00PM to 7:00 PM c/o: LeCom & Marian Cenacle
  7:00 PM to 8:00 PM c/o: OFS/Health Care Ministry
  8:00 PM to 9:00 PM c/o: CWL

  9:00 PM to 10:00 PM c/o:  EMHC/MSH
 10:00 PM to 11:00 PM c/o:  Prison/PGH Hospital & JPIC Scholars
 11:00 PM to 12:00 MN c/o: SYA/Antioch/Luke

April 14, 2017 | FRIDAy GOOD FRIDAy
(Day of Fasting & Abstinence)

  8:00 AM Village Stations of the Cross at Dasmarinas 
Village

  whole day Confessions
  1:00 PM Seven Last Words

CHOIR: CORO
  3:00 PM Celebration of the Passion of the Lord

I.   Liturgy of theWord
II.  Veneration of the Cross
III. Holy Communion
CHOIR: CORO

  5:00 PM Santo Entierro Procession
  

April 15, 2017 | SATuRDAy BlACK SATuRDAy
  8:00 PM Easter Vigil in the Holy Night

CHOIR: CORO
  9:30 PM Encuentro (Easter Salubong)

CHOIR: CORO & Angels

April 16, 2017 | SuNDAy EASTER SuNDAy
Regular Sunday Mass Schedule
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PARISH ANNOuNCEMENTS

Parish Bulletin

Start by doing what’s necessary; then 
do what’s possible; and suddenly you 

are doing the impossible. 

- Francis of Assisi
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Prayer to St. Joseph of Cupertino for 
Success in Examinations

O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino who while on 
earth did obtain from God the grace to be asked 
at your examination only the questions you knew, 
obtain for me a like favour in the examinations for 
which I am now preparing. In return I promise to 
make you known and cause you to be invoked. 

Through Christ our Lord.

St. Joseph of Cupertino, Pray for us.

Amen. 

PARISH ANNOuNCEMENTS

April 2, 2017

DATE SPONSOR

04.07.2017 Scholarship/MBMG

04.14.2017 Village Stations 
of the Cross at 
Dasmarinas Village

Stations of the Cross
at the Jardin de Cruces

*assembly inside the church at 4:30 pm

HEALING MASS
First Friday

April 7, 2017 • 3PM
Ground Floor, Parish Center



AVAILABLE AT

SUMMER 2017
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