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We Care Because We Pray

A Eucharistic Community of Families:
Promoting Collective Leadership - The Parish

And yet everyone at some point has complained about 
being told to do something they didn’t agree with. We’ve all 
had this feeling of not being heard or listened to by those in 
charge. Too many times, we see people whose voices and 
ideas are overlooked, because - let’s face it - they’re too far 
down the ladder.

The Church too falls into this trap, more often than we 
would like to admit. We think of the church too much like a 
pyramid, where all the decisions are made by those at the 
top, especially by the clergy. But while we listen and value 
our priests and bishops, we also understand that we are all 
called upon to work together as a single body. This is called 
collegiality. It’s working together - it’s cooperating; it is both 

speaking and listening. It is moving together in concert, like 
a beautiful symphony - bringing to life the beautiful melody 
of the Body of Christ.

St. Paul said to the Corinthians, “Now there are varieties of 
gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, 
but the same Lord. To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good” (1 Cor 12:4-5; 7) As a parish, 
our common goal is to build up the Kingdom of God - and 
we can do this both by leading and by listening. These two 
are not contradictory to one another. Rather, they are two 
sides to effective partnership with our fellow parishoners. 
Listening and leading are key in organically nurturing the 
Body of Christ.

Organizations tend to have a top-down structure. Instructions come from on high, and that 
gets passed down the chain of command until it makes it to every person. Just think of any 

corporation or organization. Decisions are made by the top brass, and the rest are expected to 
shape up and fall in line.

Collegiality 
in the 

Church
by Javier Luis Gomez
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PARISH PRIEST
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM, Parish Priest

Parish Bulletin

...collective 
leadership is 
essentially drawn 
from our identity 
as baptized 
members of our 
Catholic Christian 
community ...in 
order to cooperate 
and participate 
in God’s mission 
through humble 
and joyful service to 
people.

Dear Co-Pilgrims:

Peace and well-being!

The general theme of our Parish Bulletin (PB) for this month is COLLECTIVE 
LEADERSHIP.  Our simple operational definition of leadership is: it’s a 
process by which an individual influences others in ways that help attain 
organizational goals. It involves the practice of decision-making, as well 
as communicating with, motivating, selecting and developing people. 
The word “collective” indicates cooperation, collaboration, inclusion, 
partnership, and participation. This understanding of leadership therefore 
promotes teamwork through active listening and “participatory” process. 
Another way to put it - this model of leadership illustrates that the process 
is as important as the product. 

In the theological and pastoral point of view, collective leadership is 
essentially drawn from our identity as baptized members of our Catholic 
Christian community, endowed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit in order 
to cooperate and participate in God’s mission through humble and joyful 
service to people. Personal agenda and interest are contrary to the spirit 
of service and ministry to say the least. Authentic service frees one from 
seeking recognition or desiring any position – obedience to God’s will is 
always a process of kenosis (self-emptying or denying oneself). In the words 
of St. John the Baptist, “He must increase; I must decrease” (Jn. 3:30).

Taking the points mentioned above, our parish ministerial-stewardship 
structure attempts to bring these principles into our leadership practices as 
entrusted to collaborate in the pastoral care of the Church whose function 
is that of healing, guiding, sustaining and reconciling. We therefore have 
another way of understanding structure – that while it shows us the position 
of authority, areas of coordination and concerns, we take structure in this 
context to mean PRIORITY (focus), which is our LIFE-in-MINISTRY. Thus, 
every single entity in the Parish finds its reason of existence in service of 
the “other” and on behalf of the Church. 

That being said, we promote the spirituality of stewardship in our 
leadership functions to indicate that we abide by the principles of non-
ownership, servanthood, gratitude, trust and love. Our ministerial services 
in the Parish are both an oasis and locus for our ongoing conversion to 
become a better person and credible witness of the Gospel. Ministry is an 
opportunity to be of service, rather than a privilege to holding position. It 
is God Who qualifies us, than us having the qualifications. It is a gift by God 
to us individually, yet affirmed collectively through the community of the 
faithful.  

The quality of our relationship as ministers and stewards is the best way 
to share the joy of the Gospel and gift to our own faith-community as well.

Fraternally,

Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM
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As most of you know, God gave us 
various talents. We all possess an inner 
sense of our unique gift. Some of us 
discover this gift when we are young, 
while others are moved at a riper age.  
The moment is not the essence but 
rather, making use of our treasures 
is what matters.   All these singular 
contributions of talent are what move 
our Parish to greater heights.  

Day in and day out, our faith family 
gathers for celebrations. We gather 
together for the Rosary, Holy Mass, 
the Baptism of a newborn child, 
Reconciliation, mourning the dead or to 
witness a marriage. We have a special 
devotion to our Blessed Mother of 
Perpetual Help and to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. Yearly, our Church is filled for 
novenas and processions. The Feast 
of Saint Anthony of Padua and Saint 
Francis of Assisi, the Paschal Triduum, 
Easter and Christmas are our glorious 
celebrations.   These make us witnesses 
to the ever-present working of our good 
God in this family we call community.  

With freedom and joy, our priests 
exercise their ordained ministry. They 
labor to be good shepherds standing by 
their sheep.  Those called to the ministry 
of worship, on the other hand, give their 

best at every celebration. Dedicated lay 
ministers visit the sick in their homes 
and distribute the Body of Christ at 
Mass.  Lectors prepare to proclaim the 
Word of God. At their Sunday’s best 
are young boys and girls who assist 
the priest at the altar.  Thru their music, 
our choirs speak prayers so inspiring 
and solemn. Sacristans ensure that our 
liturgical celebrations are well equipped.   
And to complete the celebrations are the 
décor and linen, meticulously prepared 
for every season of the Liturgy. This 
relationship between pastors and lay 
ministers is nourished with God’s favor 
in guiding His flock. 

Faith sustains our commitment. The 
promise of fidelity, the commitment of 
our imperfect presence to stay around 
even when things get difficult or when 
disappointments arise, to be earnest 
in adapting to different milieus, one’s 
perseverance to remain because we 
are a community. This is a gift. 

Yes, God’s goodness is immeasurable. 
His love and mercy so freely given 
and unconditional cannot be denied. 
We sense that He is always with us 
through everything. Our burdens 
may seem heavy but we are guided 
through them. Finally, there is the grace 

God’s Immeasurable Presence
by Dee Chan

of joy in every passing celebration 
that gives hope. This is a life-giving 
community that we must be grateful for. 
God’s immeasurable Presence is His 
commitment.



4

Parish Bulletin

MOST BEAuTIFul STATuE
Have you seen the most beautiful statue in the Philippines of the 
Virgin of Fatima? If you haven’t yet, go visit her in Mount Carmel 
Church in New Manila, Quezon City.

It was carved by the same sculptor who created the original statue 
now venerated in the Basilica of Fatima at the Cova de Iria, Portugal. 
Though larger than the one brought over to the Philippines from 
Portugal in 1974, it is nevertheless a faithful replica of its smaller 
counterpart. It is even said to be “the best – known manifestation 
in modern times of Mary as Queen of the Rosary.”

THE FATIMA APPARITIOn
Way back in 1917 Fatima was merely an obscure tiny village in 
central Portugal, a small town sixty miles northeast of Lisbon. The 
bleak village was surrounded by mountains, barren of vegetation 
because of its poor soil. So the villagers struggled to make a living 
by raising sheep.

In a nearby place in Aljustrel lived three little shepherds – Lucia 
dos Santos age 10 and her cousins Jacinta and Francisco Marto, 
who were seven and nine years respectively. These three humble 
little children were the ones chosen by God to bring His message 
to a world still enmeshed in World War I.

God’s message was in the form of three predictions or prophecies 
given by Mother Mary that started on May 13, 1917.

THE PROPHEcIES
The first prophecy foretold the end of the still raging World War I. It 
also predicted the coming of an even greater war that would cause 
terrible destruction if man failed to repent of his sins.

The second prophecy predicted the advent of the Russian Revolution 
and the rise of communism that would come subsequently and 
“spread its errors throughout the world.” However if the Pope 
together with all the Bishops of the world would consecrate Russia 
to her holy name, Russia would eventually be converted. (This 
actually happened in 1984 when Pope John Paul II consecrated 

Russia to the Virgin Mary at the St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. 
Seven years later the Soviet empire astonishingly collapsed and 
the Soviet Union was shattered).

The third prediction was to be kept a secret. While in 1960 Lucia 
(the eldest of the three children and the acknowledged leader of 
the group, was allowed to entrust its content to Pope John Paul II).

FIRST APPARITIOn – MAy 13, 1917
After lunch on May 13, 1917 while the children were as usual 
tending their flocks outside their village, two bursts of lightning 
flashed across the sky. They were puzzled because lightning didn’t 
usually come on such a clear cloudless day as that day.

Their attention was caught by the leaves of an old oak tree in 
the high plateau. In the center was a strange globe of iridescent 
light radiating from its center. As it came closer, they saw a most 
beautiful young woman inside the light. She was dressed and 
mantled all in white, holding a rosary that shone like pearls. She 
told them not to be afraid but to come back to that very spot on the 
thirteenth of every succeeding month until October. It would only 
be then that she would reveal who she was.

In the meantime they were to pray their rosary everyday, pray for 
world peace and keep secret her appearance. While they would 
suffer much in the days to come nevertheless the grace of God 
would comfort them.

2nD APPARITIOn JunE 13, 1917
They were told to pray and to do penance so that God would save 
humanity from all calamities and bring peace to the world. They 
were to practice self-denial and make sacrifices for sinners for 
many souls go to hell because there are none to make sacrifices 
and to pray for them.

3RD APPARITIOn July 13, 1917
This time Our Lady promised them that on October there would be 
a great miracle that would convince all the people of the veracity of 
the apparition at the Cova.

RAnDOM THOuGHTS: VOIcES FROM yESTERDAy AnD TODAy... by Peachy Maramba

This May 13, 2017 the whole Catholic 
Church will be celebrating the 100th  
Anniversary of the Fatima Apparition.
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It was also at this time that the children were given a glimpse of 
hell. Then she asked the children to establish a devotion to her 
Immaculate Heart. If done, many souls would be saved, the war will 
end and they would be saved.

If men did not cease to offend the Lord, a night illumined by 
an unknown light is a great sign which God will give, that the 
punishment of the world is at hand. This will be done through war, 
famine and the persecution of the Church and the Holy Father.

To prevent this, she asked for consecration of the world to her 
Immaculate Heart and Communion of Reparation on the first 
Saturday of each month.

4TH APPARITIOn – AuGuST 13, 1917
This time our Virgin asked that a church be erected in her honor.

5TH APPARITIOn – SEPTEMBER 13, 2017
Mother Mary promised a miracle so all would believe. She promised 
that in October, Our Lord will come as well as Our Lady of Dolours 
(Suffering) and Our Lady of Carmel. St. Joseph will appear with the 
Child Jesus to bless the world.

6TH APPARITIOn – OcTOBER 13, 1917
On this day of the last apparition, an estimated seventy thousand 
came from all over Portugal and Europe.

Our Lady once more asked for a chapel to be built in her honor and 
for the people to continue praying for the war to end, so the soldiers 
could go home.

Then as they watched the Lady ascend into the sky, they beheld 
St. Joseph with the Child Jesus who appeared to be blessing the 
world.

While none of the crowd, beheld these holy figures described 
by Lucia to the crowd they saw an even more incredible sight! 
According to the thousands of observers the sun begun to dance 
and spin. The earth itself seemed to change colors from orange, 

RAnDOM THOuGHTS: VOIcES FROM yESTERDAy AnD TODAy... by Peachy Maramba

Fatima
yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet. This eerie phenomenon was 
repeated three times. Then to the people’s horror, the sun begun 
the plunge towards Earth. It seemed to be shaking violently as 
it shuddered toward Earth. Everyone screamed and fell to their 
knees in fright and terror as they believed it to be the end of the 
world.

All these supernatural occurrences lasted for a mere ten minutes. 
Then as if in answer to their collective prayer, the sun stopped its 
plunge to earth and begun to climb back to its proper position in 
the heavens. Cries of “Miracle, Miracle” were on the lips of all the 
awestruck spectators.

AFTER THE APPARITIOnS
As predicted by Our Lady, two years after the last apparition, 
Francisco became ill with influenza and died. A few months later, 
his sister Jacinta followed.

Shortly after their deaths, Lucia entered a convent school and 
took the name “Sister Mary of Sorrows” as a Carmelite nun in the 
convent of St. Therese of Jesus in Coimbra, Portugal. She spent 
the rest of her life perpetuating the message, the mystery and 
the wonder of Fatima. She also promoted devotion to Our Lady’s 
Immaculate Heart by means of the First Saturday devotions.

In 1930 the local bishop declared the apparitions worthy of belief 
and Pope Pius XI granted special blessings to pilgrims.

Subsequently the Basilica of Our Lady of Fatima was built near the 
site of the apparitions by 1944.

Today, Fatima is a world-famous pilgrimage site.

The apparitions which ended on October 13, 1917 had put 
Fatima on the map. There was an immediate rush of pilgrims 
to Cova de Iria and a cult dedicated to Our Lady of Fatima had 
started.

Her message to us is to “go back to prayer and penance.”

THE MESSAGE, the MYSTERY and the WONDER OF
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              CONTINUING  

     CATHOLIC  
   DEVELOPMENT (CCD) 

   Parish Office, Santuario de San Antonio Parish, 
      Forbes Park, Makati City 

 

 
 

We are accepting applicants in the following levels:  
 

RECEPTION:  5 - 6 year olds 
LEVEL 1:    PRE-FIRST COMMUNION: for 6 - 7 year olds  
LEVEL 2:    FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: for 7 - 8 year olds  
LEVEL 3:    8 - 9 year olds 
LEVEL 4:    9 - 10 year olds 
LEVEL 5:    10 - 11 year olds 
LEVEL 6:    PRE-CONFIRMATION: for 11 - 12 year olds  
LEVEL 7:    CONFIRMATION: for 12 - 13 year olds  
Club8+ :    YOUTH GROUP FELLOWSHIP: for 13 – 16 year olds 

  
The Continuing Catholic Development (CCD) is an internationally recognized parochial 
religious education program for children.  In the Philippines, it has been officially 
assigned as a ministry of the Santuario de San Antonio Parish (SSAP) in Forbes Park.  As 
such, it is committed to educate its students with the basic teachings and fundamental 
truths of the Church. It also prepares students for the reception of the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and Confirmation. 
 
CCD is currently offered to children who study in non-Catholic schools that  do  not  
provide  Catechism  as  part  of  its  curriculum  nor  as  an extra-curricular activity. 
   
For inquiries, please call or visit LEAH AZARCON at the CCD Office:  
Tel.        843 8834   Tuesdays to Sundays 
Email:   ccd.office.ssap@gmail.com         Mobile:  0917 819 3542 

CCD First Holy Communion CCD Confirmation 
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calendar of ministries
 for the week

Sunday, MAY 7
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop

Monday, MAY 8
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood 

Assistance 
Program 
Friendship Home

*1:00PM - OFS Formation

Tuesday, MAY 9
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood 

Assistance 
Program at St. 
Francis Friendship 
Home

*9:00AM - JPIC Hospital 
Ministry PGH 
Visitation

*2:00PM - Health Care 
Ministry 
Dancercise “Open 
to all Parishioners”

*4:00PM -  Marian Cenacle

Wednesday, MAY 10
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood 

Assistance 
Program at St. 
Francis Friendship 
Home

Thursday, MAY 11
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood 

Assistance 
Program at 
St.Francis 
Friendship Home

*9:00AM - Health Care 
Ministry Visitation 
at Rizal Medical 
Center, Pasig City

*2:00PM - Health Care 
Ministry 
Dancercise 
“open to All  
Parishioners”.

Friday, MAY 12
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*8:00AM - Livelihood 

Assistance 
Program at 
St.Francis 
Friendship Home

*3:00PM - Health Care 
Ministry Monthly 
Healing Mass

*7:00PM - Household Help 
Charismatic 
Prayer Meeting

*9:00PM - Tig-Awit Choir 
Practice

Saturday, MAY 13
*8:00AM - Thrift Shop
*9:30AM - CCD First 

communion

*4:00PM - LUKE 18 Prayer 
Meeting

*4:00PM - VOSA Choir

To each is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good”

(1 Cor 12:4-5; 7)

May 7, 2017

Prayer to St. Joseph of cupertino for 
Success in Examinations

O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino who while on 
earth did obtain from God the grace to be asked 
at your examination only the questions you knew, 
obtain for me a like favour in the examinations for 
which I am now preparing. In return I promise to 
make you known and cause you to be invoked. 

Through Christ our Lord.

St. Joseph of Cupertino, Pray for us.

Amen. 

PARISH AnnOuncEMEnTS

Children are welcome 
to attend the Flores de 
Mayo at the 6pm 
Mass in the main 
church everyday 
during the month 
of May. 

Flowers will be 
provided.

Flores de 
Mayo
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