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Third Sunday of Easter

We Care Because We Pray

Tucked in neighborhoods and side streets near creeks and 
esteros are depressed communities where informal dwellers 
languish in dilapidated, makeshift houses, living in abject 
poverty due to inadequate income or unemployment or lack 
of skills and education.

“But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his 
brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, 

how does the love of God abide in Him?” 
1 John, 3:17

In 1996, P400,000 excess funds from FrancisFest, a yearly 
fund-raising project of Santuario de San Antonio Parish was 
used to start a Scholarship Program. Some parishioners 
saw it as a chance to “pay it forward,” an opportunity to 
help young boys and girls from the peripheries learn a trade 
or finish a college course so that they too, could become 
self-sufficient and have a better life. Since its organization 
more than twenty years ago the Scholarship Program has 
graduated close to a thousand indigent vocational and 
college graduates, thanks to the yearly budget allocated 
by the SSAP Foundation, Inc. and funds raised through the 
generous hearts of sponsors and parishioners.

“We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them”. Ephesians 2:10. Through skills training and college 
education, we aim to fight poverty and inequality and give 

dignity to the less-privileged sectors of society that they may 
properly function and contribute to a productive environment 
through broader life choices according to God’s purpose.

Entrusted as mentors, Scholarship Program members - 
together with the parish Social Worker, the Pastoral Team, 
partner schools, parishioners and sponsors - create synergy, 
molding the scholars to develop values of responsibility and 
integrity, attain self-direction and a deep sense of national 
identity, and thus pursue a life of dignity and respect.

Physically-challenged students, sons and daughters of tricycle 
drivers, farmers, janitors, drivers, kasambahays - all are given 
an opportunity to pursue their life goals, provided they meet 
academic requirements. They can now focus on their skills 
training or college education, unencumbered by tuition, food and 
transportation expenses which the family budget cannot sustain.

Scholar graduates sing praises of thanksgiving as they now 
reap their rewards: a better quality of life for themselves 
and their families, a home of their own, the ability to send 
younger siblings to school, etc…

As we leaf through the succeeding pages, let us be Bearers 
of God’s Victorious Love, reaching out to touch the lives of 
those in need. In the words of Pope Francis, “let us continue 
to be the seed, salt and leaven of another economy, the 
economy of the Kingdom, where the rich know how to share 
their wealth and the poor are called blessed”.

Restoring Lives Through 
Brotherly Service
SSAP Scholarship Program Committee / Jean Chavez
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Since its inception in 1996, the SSAP Scholarship Program 
has graduated 986 scholars, the primary funding source 
being proceeds from the annual Francisfest concert. With 
the objective of helping indigent students learn skills that 
will help them obtain employment as quickly as possible, 
primary target beneficiaries are those who want to enrol 
in two-year vocational or technical courses. In addition to 
tuition fees, scholars are provided with transportation and 
food allowances and upon graduation, assistance in job 
placements. In recent years, with the help of generous 
parishioners, the program has been able to accept applicants 
who are in the last two years of their college courses.

Time and Finance/Money Management Workshop

Cluster Groupings 

Catechism

BEYOND MERE FUNDING
SSAP Scholarship Program Committee / Mert Loinaz & Millette Ocampo

But, the SSAP Scholarship Program does not stop at merely 
providing financial assistance. A distinctive characteristic of 
the Program is that it aims to build a Christian community 
composed of scholars, members of the Scholarship 
Committee, SSAP social workers, the Parish priest, various 
other volunteers PLUS all past graduates of the Program.

A condition for acceptance into the Program is that the 
scholar must agree to come to the Parish on two Saturdays 
of each month during the school year.

Thus, on two Saturdays of each month, the Parish life 
is animated by the presence of around 50 students who 
benefit from enrichment programs, which include tutoring 
in English, sessions on how to prepare for job interviews, 
tips on good grooming, values formation workshops, small-
group consultations with individual Committee members, 
and recollections. In the afternoons, the scholars render 
some kind of service to the parish, thereby getting to know 
the parish staff.

It’s not all serious business, however. Fellowships are 
formed among students, with committee members and with 
the social workers. This bonding takes place at the annual 
picnic, during rehearsals for the yearly Buling-Buling show, 
singing at special Masses, and during preparations for the 
big annual Christmas party to which all past graduates are 
invited.

Thus, even after they graduate, scholars know that in the 
Santuario de San Antonio Parish, they have a community to 
which they can always return in order to experience God’s 
victorious Love.
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English Tutorials

Ateneo de Manila University (ADMU) 
representatives coaching our scholars for job 

interviews and preparing CVs

Our Community sharing the joys of our Christmas Party

Singing at Mass

Traditional picnic for scholars at the Mini-Forest Park of Miriam College

TOP: SSAP 
Scholars’ 

Recollection with 
Fr. Adam Bakari, 
OFM and SSAP 

Single Young 
Adults (SYA)

RIGHT: Buling-
Buling 2017

Giving back through Parish Involvement
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SSAP SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
SSAP Scholarship Program Committee / Menchu O. Bautista

“Give hope to these young men and women, allowing them to 
dream of a better life through education.”

These past 2 months the SSAP Scholarship Committee 
members interviewed young men and women from the 
peripheries, all of them eager to finish a college education but 
handicapped by their poverty. Listening to their heart-rending 
stories, how we wished we could give all of them scholarships. 
We chose the most needy students with the greatest aptitude 
to finish their selected college courses. Their profiles appear 
in the pages of this Parish Bulletin.

We appeal once again to Santuario de San Antonio 
parishioners and friends to join us in giving hope to these 
young people whose utmost dream is to finish a college 
course so that they can find better jobs and thus uplift their 
lives and those of their families.  You may sponsor a scholar 
in full; or choose to sponsor only the tuition; or transportation 
expense; or food allowance of a particular scholar. Checks 
may be made out to SSAP Foundation, Inc. At the back 
of the check please write “Strictly for SSAP Scholarship 
Program.” 

May our dear Lord shower countless blessings on you and 
your family for your compassion and generosity for those who 
have so much less in life.

For further questions, please see our social worker, Ms. 
Jackie Macasias, at the parish office; or you may call her at 
tel. no. 843-8830, line 4.
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Mhayen Marquel Mateo Bangasan, 18 years old
3rd Yr., BS Psychology, PUP Manila
GWA: 1.81
Tuition : P 2,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance : P 12,400/yr. (P310/week)
Food allowance : P 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL : P 22,400/Yr. 

Mhayen is the 2nd of 3 daughters, all very well brought up with Christian values by 
devoted and hard working parents. She is by nature a caring person who empathizes 
with those who have problems, that is why her dream course is Psychology.  Mhayen 
is bright, diligent, and focused on her goals.  

Ma. Danielle Nueva Serrano, 19 years old
4th Yr, BSBA, San Pedro College of Business
GWA: 2.22
Tuition : P 36,000/yr.
Transpo allowance : P 10,800/yr. (P270/week)
Food allowance : P 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL : P 56,800/Year

Marielle, lives with her father, a driver with a take-home pay of approximately P5,000 
monthly.  She lost her mother and oldest sister to cancer, and recently her 9 years old 
sister died of pneumonia. Despite these tragedies, Marielle has remained steadfast in 
her studies and her faith. Her dream is to earn enough money so that she can take care 
of her father who has worked so hard to support all their needs.

Profiles of SY 2017-2018 College Scholars

Rolia Apuyan Borres, 21 years old  
4th Yr., BS Education,  Philippine Normal University
GWA:85.99
Tuition & books : P 10,000/yr.
Boarding : 20,000/yr.
Food allowance : 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL : P 40,000/Yr.

Rolia’s parents are kareton vendors in Divisoria. Rolia grew up with her older sisters 
because their parents are drug addicts. Determined to become a good teacher, Rolia, 
with the help of her sisters, managed to take up 3 years of college at PNU. Now on 
her 4th year, she is seeking financial assistance so that she can finish her course. She 
hopes to inspire her students to become good Filipino citizens.
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Florentino Calaunan Riobuya, 21 years old
3rd Yr., BS IT, Access Computer College, QC
GWA: 1.70
Tuition : P 30,000/yr.
Transpo allowance : 9,600/yr. (P240/week)
Food allowance : 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL : P 49,600/Yr.

Florentino lives in Payatas, Q.C. with his parents and 3 younger siblings.  He had to 
stop studying on his 3rd year of college because of financial difficulties. He wants 
very badly to finish his course so that he can help his parents support his younger 
siblings.

Shiella Marie Padel Cabacaba, 23 years old
3rd Yr., BSBA,  STI Parañaque
GWA: 2.43
Tuition : P 45,000/yr.
Transpo Allowance : 17,200/yr. (P430/week)
Food Allowance : 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL : P 72,200/yr.

Shiella’s parents are farmers in Samar; Shiella has managed to pay for her tuition at 
STI by working as a contractual worker in Jollibee although it has taken her 3 years 
to finish 2 years of college. She is applying for a scholarship so she can finish her 
course and work as a regular employee at Jollibee, where she is assured of a job as 
manager. She looks forward to earning higher pay so that she can help support her 
parents.

Keny Joy Rubio Manligues, 19 years old
3rd Yr., BS Education, Eulogio “Amang”Rodriguez Institute
GWA: 1.97
Tuition : P 8,000/yr.
Transpo Allowance : 7,200/yr. (P180/week)
Food Allowance : 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL : P 26,000/yr.

Ken loves children, the reason why she wants to become an elementary school 
teacher for special children. Ken lives with her 3 siblings who help support her. She 
looks forward to the day she is able to support herself and send money to her parents 
in Aklan, especially to her father who is sickly.

Profiles of SY 2017-2018 College Scholars
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Ramil Ros Sintos, 18 years old
3rd Yr., Electro-Mechanical Technology
University of Rizal System
GWA: 2.17
Tuition : P 10,000/yr.
Transpo Allowance : 8,800/yr. (P220/week)
Food Allowance : 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL : P 28,800/yr.

Ramil’s parents are farmers in Masbate. His eldest sister who is working supports 
and pays his tuition. He is a serious student eager to finish his course in Electro 
Mechanical Technology (repairing air-conditioners and refrigerators)  so that he 
can help his sister and his parents in Masbate.

Scott Cavalida, 20 years old
4th Yr., BS Information Technology
STI College Ortigas–Cainta
GWA: 1.67
Tuition : P 50,000/yr.
Transpo Allowance : 20,000/yr. (P500/week)
Food Allowance : 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL : P 80,000/yr.
 
Scott is asking for financial assistance in his last year in college. His father is 
now retired, receiving a monthly pension of P 8,000. Mature and with leadership 
qualities Scott repairs computers in his free time. He hopes to work in an IT-related 
company in the future.

Dan Angelo Dacut, 19 years old
4th Yr., Bachelor of Graphics Technology
Major in Architectural Technology
GWA: 2.09
Tuition : P 17,000/yr.
Transpo Allowance : 12,600/yr. (P315/week)
Food Allowance : 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL: : P 39,600/yr.

Dan sees himself working as a draftsman in a design or architectural firm one day. 
He is the son of the parish electrician while his mother is an elementary school 
teacher. A big portion of the family budget goes to the medical expenses of his 
eldest brother who is suffering from kidney failure. Dan is applying for his fourth 
and fifth year in College.

Profiles of SY 2017-2018 College Scholars
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Marie Antonette Fabakair, 19 years old
4th Yr., BS Accountancy, Rizal Technological University
GWA: 2.06
Tuition : P 14,000/yr.
Transpo Allowance : 20,000/yr. (P200/week)
Food Allowance : 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL : P 44,000/yr.

Marie graduated with honors in grade school and high school and has good writing 
and speaking skills. Her single mother is a leche flan vendor and works extra as 
a “runner” following up documents of employees in government offices for a fee. 
Marie is very personable and determined to be an accountant.

Mexi Bryan Geronimo, 21 years old
3rd Yr., BS Electronics & Communication Engineering
Rizal Technological University
GWA: 2.12
Tuition : P 10,000/yr.
Transpo Allowance : 10,400/yr. (P260/week)
Food Allowance : 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL : P 30,400/yr.

Mexi is the son of our parish cook.  Having been involved in theater acting and 
scriptwriting, he commands a good presence, is very well-mannered and has a 
good command of English, landing him a job as a call center agent to help his 
mother with family expenses. He resigned from his job so he could focus on his 
studies, hoping he could get financial assistance.

Jeniesa Granada, 18 years old
3rd Yr., Bachelor in Elementary Education
Eulogio “Amang” Rodriguez Institute of Science and Technology
GWA: 2.05
Tuition : P 8,000/yr.
Transpo Allowance : 4,800/yr. (P480/week)
Food Allowance : 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL : P 22,800/yr.

Jeniesa is the daughter of a tricycle driver who earns P 350 a day.  They live in an 
informal dwelling in Tatalon, Quezon City. She wants to use her knowledge to help 
Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) and special needs. She looks forward to the day 
when she is able to earn enough so that her younger siblings and her mother can live 
together as a family under one roof.

Profiles of SY 2017-2018 College Scholars
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John Isaias Rondolo, 19 years old
4th Yr., BS Hotel & Restaurant Management
Lyceum of Alabang
GWA: 2.15
Tuition : P 53,000/yr.
Transpo Allowance : 6,800/yr. (P170/week)
Food Allowance : 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL : P 69,800/yr.

John is asking for financial assistance in his last of year college. His family’s daily 
living expenses can no longer sustain his college expenses. With his expertise John 
wants to work in a cruise ship to help contribute to the family finances.

Nikka de Guzman, 19 years old
4th Yr., BS Education major in Filipino
Rizal Technological University
GWA: 1.95
Tuition : P 16,000/yr.
Food Allowance : 10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL : P 26,000/yr.

Nikka’s father died nine years ago; her mother works as a janitress at the Mandaluyong 
Medical Hospital. Financial constraints, especially expenses involved in thesis 
writing, not to mention day to day living expenses are problems which Nikka hopes 
to surmount to finish her last year in college. 

Profiles of SY 2017-2018 College Scholars
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CReATe HAPPY eNDINGS
SSAP Scholarship Program Committee / Jean Chavez

Life may have thrown them by the wayside but it has not erased their dreams to re-create their lives. 
Needy and impoverished students but with a thirst for knowledge and success want to create happy 
endings. They want to live a purposeful life: to learn a skill or finish a college degree, to provide a better 
future for their parents and siblings, to own a decent house, to put food on the table, to provide medicine 
and healthcare to an ailing family member, to get a job, to earn.

JOJIT BOSI
Don Bosco Makati SY 2000-2001
electrical Technology

The eldest among five children of a carpenter, 
Jojit graduated with a degree in Electrical 
Technology at Don Bosco Makati in 2001. 
A diligent student, he garnered awards in 
“Technical Excellence,” “Attendance” and 
“Conduct.” His lack of financial means to go to 
a review center for the Philippine Regulatory 
Commission Board Examination did not deter 
him from aspiring to be a licensed Registered 
Master Electrician. He borrowed books/
reviewers from his fellow workers and studied 
late in the night after work. He passed the PRC 
licensure examination – a feather in his cap!

After several jobs which gave him the needed 
experience, he worked as a Ship Electrician. It 
was his faith in God which gave him comfort 
and strength to battle loneliness, seasickness 
and sleepless nights and to brave the sometimes 
high and stormy seas. He proudly wears his 
Magsaysay MOL Marine Inc. uniform as an 
Electrical Engineer, Junior Officer of M.V. 
Dalia.

RYAN BARRIOS
Don Bosco Makati SY 2002-2003
Automotive Mechanic

He was four years old that time but vividly 
etched in Ryan’s mind was the terrifying nightly 
brawls and gang riots in their Reclamation Area 
neighborhood in Pasay City. While his mother 
was out selling fish, his father got into an 
argument with a bystander outside their shanty 
and after a fierce scuffle, lay bloodied and 
lifeless. The widowed mother brought her four 

SHeRLY TOLeNTINO
National Teachers College SY 2005-2008
BS Secondary education Major in english

The second to the youngest among 11 children 
of a welder, Sherly hails from Naujan, Oriental 

MAY TAPALeS
MTC Academy SY 2006-2007
Medical Transcriptionist

A burn patient who was in and out of the 
hospital for treatment and operation, May 
Tapales, the daughter of a tailor, graduated high 
school with first honors. She was referred by 
Fr. David Turnball of Makati Medical Center to 
SSAP to apply as a scholar.

She finished her Medical Transcription course 
at the MTC Academy in 2007 and worked as a 

children to live with her parents in the province 
and worked as a househelper in Manila. With 
her income, two of her children finished high 
school and found employment in Manila, 
sending money in the province for Ryan’s 
high school tuition. Upon his graduation, a 
cousin mentioned about the SSAP Scholarship 
Program. Since he could not afford to have a 
college education, learning a skill was his ticket 
to better employment opportunities. He was an 
Automotive Mechanic graduate of Don Bosco 
Makati in 2003.

Ryan has gone a long way, working at Chevrolet 
Alabang under Juno Cars for ten years now, and 
is a Spare Parts Supervisor. He had a house built 
for his mother in the province and is happily 
settled with his wife and two children in his 
dreamhouse in Cavite.

Mindoro. She considers herself blessed for she 
was granted by the SSAP Scholarship Program 
a four-year college scholarship, allowing her to 
finish her Bachelor of Science in Secondary 
Education Major in English at National 
Teachers College, Manila in 2008. She passed 
the Licensure Exam for Teachers in 2009.

Life as a student in Manila wasn’t easy. She 
had to augment her living expenses and other 
school miscellaneous fees not covered by the 
SSAP tuition allotment by washing the clothes 
of her dormitory mates and working as a 
Jollibee Service Crew member.

She worked for five years at the Divine Word 
College of Calapan in Mindoro. In 2013, she 
taught in a public school at Aurora National 
High School in Naujan, Oriental Mindoro. 
From Teacher 1, Sherly has been promoted 
to Teacher 3 as a Senior High School teacher 
in Naujan Municipal High School, one of the 
biggest schools in Naujan. Currently working 
on her thesis requirement, Sherly is a candidate 
for a Masteral degree.
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Life may have 
thrown them 

by the wayside 
but it has not 
erased their 

dreams
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Prayer to St. Joseph of Cupertino for 
Success in Examinations

O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino who while on 
earth did obtain from God the grace to be asked 
at your examination only the questions you knew, 
obtain for me a like favour in the examinations for 
which I am now preparing. In return I promise to 
make you known and cause you to be invoked. 

Through Christ our Lord.

St. Joseph of Cupertino, Pray for us.

Amen. 

HEALING 
MASS

First Friday
May 5, 2017 • 3PM

Ground Floor, Parish Center

SuSAN OTADORA
Our Lady of Guadalupe Colleges
SY 2006-2007
Caregiver
 
Her youngest sister was four months old when 
her mother died, and Susan, who was twelve 
years old at the time helped her father take care 
of her five other siblings. Living in Camotes 
Island, Cebu, her father would climb coconut 
trees to harvest the sap, earning P 100 a day. 
Her father made it clear that he could only 
afford a high school education for his children.

After her graduation Susan went to Manila 
and was hired as a laundry woman by the 
daughter of SSAP Scholarship Program 
Chairperson Menchu Bautista. Impressed with 

Media Transcriptionist for one year in a Makati 
office. She was affiliated with the BPO Industry 
for seven years where she received recognition 
as “Top Agent of the Year,” 100% Attendance 
of the Year, etc. Part of her earnings were 
invested in a market stall to help her parents 
start a business. She also set up a pastry shop.

Currently, May is a part-time Technical 
Support in a BPO Industry in Taguig and a 
Freelance Media Transcriptionist at SFERAS 
Studios, a US home-based online transcription 
office. She is now married with two children.

her work, Mrs. Bautista asked if she would 
be interested to study Caregiving through the 
SSAP Scholarship Program. After passing the 
interview, she took the exam at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Colleges in Mandaluyong, earning 
her degree in 2007,

Susan was the caregiver of Cesar Bautista, Mrs. 
Menchu Bautista’s late husband, Mrs. Carmen 
del Rosario, Mrs. Pacita Jacinto, Dr. Emilio 
Abello, Jr., among others. She is currently 
back with Mrs. Bautista as caregiver. With her 
earnings, Susan was able to send her younger 
siblings to school and build a concrete house 
for her father.

IReNe MARquez
Careworld Philippines, Inc. Cavite
SY 2010-2011
Caregiver

A former household helper of Mrs. Menchu 
Bautista, Irene Marquez, a high school 
graduate, fell in love, had two children, only 
to realize that her marriage was in shambles. 
She found support through Mrs. Bautista and 
Mrs. Nena Villanueva who helped her rebuild 
her life. Despite being overage at thirty years 
old, Irene was allowed to apply for scholarship. 
In 2011, she received her diploma as a certified 
Caregiver from Careworld Philippines Inc., 
Cavite.

She was hired by parishioner Mrs. Amelita 
Guevara as her husband’s caregiver until his 
demise in 2013. A whole new world has opened 
up for Irene. Now Mrs. Guevara’s caregiver, 
Irene has gone on numerous foreign trips with 
her employer, witnessing the canonization of 
two Popes, Pope John Paul II and Pope John 
Paul XXIII and Blessed Mother Theresa in 
Rome. Together with Mrs. Guevara she had 
been to San Giovani, Cuomo, Assisi, Venice, 
Milan, New York, California,… the list goes 
on. She was lost and helpless but has found a 
renewed self through her calling. She is proud 
to see her two children grow up properly and 
secure a good education.

Low self-esteem, inability to articulate 
thoughts, lack of English proficiency and 
shyness evident in the applicant’s initial 
interviews have been replaced with 
confidence, knowledge and expertise, 
determination, ambition, good work 
ethics, commitment, a positive mind set 
and attitude and a strong sense of duty, 
of responsibility, and gratitude. Let us all 
join hands and build communities to uplift 
people’s lives. Together let’s create happy 
endings!
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