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Fiesta Mass
Our guest presider, the Most Reverend 
Socrates D. Villegas, Archbishop of 
Lingayen, Dagupan, arrived early and 
took the time to gather his thoughts as 
he sat in a quiet corner of the Church. 
In his homily, he said, “St. Anthony 
wouldn’t have expected this Fiesta in 
his honor.  He was simply unobtrusive 
and was never one to call attention to 
himself.  But what a great assembly you 
have here showing love and kindness 
for others and each other!  

May we be reminded of the ‘Ms’ that 
St. Anthony became closely identified 
with:  His mercy for those cut off, 
shut out and discriminated against; 
his mystique; and his mystery. 
(Remember St. Anthony’s fish sermon 
when he talked to the carp and eels? 
And they listened).  He was credited 
with many more miracles involving 
lost people, lost things and even lost 
spiritual goods.”   What was most 
striking was when Archbishop Villegas 
added, “We should not forget St. 
Anthony’s sense of wonderment. It 
was this quality to feel great excitement 
and admiration for so much goodness 
around.  Some call it the wow factor...
Find it.  Don’t lose it.”   

One thing was certain.  Everyone loves 
God and every Choir that sang during 
the 9-day Novena and during the Fiesta 
Mass kept a light heart that helped 
them sing better, using their voices to 
praise God.  The Coro was led by Mrs. 
Amelita Guevara, and credit Xandro 
Castañeda for gathering the other 
skylarks and nightingales from Hymno 
Amare, Serviam, Manila Chamber 
Singers, Koro Ilustrado, VOSA, and 
Bukas Loob sa Diyos. As St. Augustine 
once said, “He who sings, prays twice!”
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Fiesta Dinner

We started with joy, and we ended with it. 

On the evening of the feast day of our Patron Saint, over 
350 parishioners from all ages (harking to the “Generations” 
theme) assembled at the Parish Hall after the lovely Mass 
celebrated by Archbishop Socrates D. Villegas. 

Last Tuesday’s parish dinner exuded it. From the infectious 
music by the Bloomfields to the spontaneous stirring 
testimony of Dra. Sol Consing, the evening became a 
broader demonstration of the environment of joy that those 
of us in the committee first experienced.

It was reminiscent of a healing Mass. “Did you see how she 
(Dra. Consing) stood up from her wheelchair and danced? 
It was amazing! People in wheelchairs and canes and 
children and babies in strollers came! During the dancing, 
everybody’s hands were up in the air!” said Micki Poe.
Writes Zari Antonio-Poe, “What came to me was the thought 
of the church being a community. The different events that 
the Church celebrates bring the people closer together. It 
becomes a community that makes us feel like family! This 

church that we go to (SSAP) has allowed us to cross paths 
with one another. 

I don’t believe in coincidences. It seems like there is always 
a reason why we crossed each other’s paths. It may not be 
immediately obvious to us, but one day it will present itself 
then we will understand. For now, I’m just happy that I have 
met new friends who have become like family to me!”

So many people go through life without even experiencing 
a hint of what many of us did over the past few weeks. The 
renowned French mathematician, physicist, inventor and 
Christian writer Blaise Pascal, did, but only in a single burst 
of time. On November 23, 1654, Pascal woke up from his 
bed when he saw light flooding his room. He recognized 
Jesus, the Word. For the rest of his life Pascal carried around 
a piece of parchment sewn into his coat--a parchment 
inscribed with ecstatic phrases: “God of Abraham, God of 
Isaac, God of Jacob, not of the philosophers and scholars...
Joy, joy, joy, tears of joy...’This is life eternal that they might 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom you 
have sent.’ Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ ... May I not fall from 
Him forever...I will not forget Your word. Amen.”

Pascal got perhaps a minute. A lot of us had a joyous 
evening. Some of us experienced it in bursts through several 
weeks. We are all blessed!
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Yes!  There were seven images of 
St. Anthony - I call them the majestic 
Seven - and for the first time, Santuario 
de San Antonio brought them to the 
nearby villages and condominiums that 
fell within the jurisdictional bounds of 
the Parish:  Dasmariñas Village, Forbes 
Park, Manila Polo Club, Urdaneta 
Village, One Roxas Triangle, Pacific 
Plaza, and Ritz Towers.  Fr. Reu said, 
“We are going the extra mile so that 
devotees who cannot go to the Main 
Church to pray to St. Anthony will be 
able to do so (within the comfort and 
convenience of their homes), dropping 
their petitions in time for the Feast 
Day of St. Anthony on June 13th.”   
 
When the enthronement was 
announced, there was a mad 
scramble to fix the improvised 
“guest” room.  Finely embroidered 
linen and potted plants were brought 
in, together with glass vases and 
woven baskets filled with bouquets 
of fresh cut flowers and leafy twigs. 
 
How did we welcome St. Anthony?

With all our heart.  The image of St. 
Anthony carried the Child Jesus who 
was dressed in a gold-embroidered 
robe like an elaborate Baptismal 
garment.  His head was turned on an 
angle so that the arms were spread 
open, ready to embrace anyone, while 
His face, flashing a winning smile, was 
visibly kind, ready to exchange loving 
thoughts with anyone.  Those who sat 

in chairs also had a good view, close 
enough for the Infant Jesus to catch 
their every whispered prayer (or wish).  
St. Anthony, all the while, approved the 
Holy Infant’s stance. 
 
Offered a drink?  No, we didn’t.  
This visit was like our spiritual 
refreshments that would quench our 
longing for confidence and solace.  
         
Made introductions?  Try asking 
plainly, “Do you remember me? 
I’ve frequently sought your help 
whenever I lose something or help 
find someone lost.  This time, I come 
to thank you.”  It broke the ice for 
old devotees and could just be a 
conversation starter for new company.      

What did we talk about?  We began 
with a warm reception to make the 
Infant Jesus and St. Anthony feel at 
home no matter how tiring, dry, or 
dreary the day had been.  “A guest has 
a mindset that his visit exudes a certain 
level of joy from the host.”  It was 
therefore important to express to our 
revered Guests, “Welcome!  Make this 
Your second home, where you belong.”  
 
Many paid an enormous compliment to 
the Infant Jesus.  “Doesn’t this remind 
you of those times when as godparents, 
we too held soft and cuddly babies in our 
arms?” asked a neighbor.  (In another 
image, the Child Jesus was touching the 
face of St. Anthony).  Novena booklets 
helped in reciting the Chaplet and the 

Litany Prayers that paved the way for 
some devoted and quiet moments. 
 
The number of petitions to St. Anthony 
were so numerous that if St. Anthony 
could speak, he would have assured 
everyone, “I am here to listen to you.”  
Too soon, it was time to say goodbye.  
Until then, St. Anthony and beloved 
Infant Jesus, we look forward to opening 
our hearts and our homes to You again. 
 
Seven St. Anthonys?  What a scoop.  
What unheralded delight, full of 
reverence and gratefulness.  The 
majestic Seven came a-visiting, in the 
sun-kissed, “sun-sational” month of 
June.
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St. Anthony, Be Our Guest! 
by Letty Jacinto-Lopez 
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Movie Date
by Karen and Jayme Blanco

On Sunday, June 11th, children young 
and old gathered at the parish center 
for “Movie Date”, the youth day event 
to celebrate our parish fiesta. The kids 
dressed in their colorful costumes 
and watched the movie “Sing.” While 
seated on mats laid on the floor, 
everyone, including the parents and 
grandparents, were amused at hearing 
the children burst into song and 
laughter. Yummy snacks were served, 
courtesy of RFM and lootbags from 
Rustan’s Supermarket were distributed 
and were enjoyed by everyone.

It was such a joy to see the children so 
excited to come to Church and create 
happy memories together. At a young 
age, they shared in the gift of faith, 
community and family in our Parish.

Painting Exhibit
by Shubee Poe Ang

“What a fun, enthusiastic, passionate, 
and energetic group to work with!

We knew we were on to something 
when we sold two paintings on the night 
before exhibit opened. How’s that for a 
wonderful buena mano! The art exhibit 
brought excitement to the people who 
were waiting to see what could be 
“snatched” every time we picked up 
new paintings. When we tallied up 
the results, we ended up selling 19 
paintings in total. Praise God!

This ended up as a blessed outcome 
for all – for the inmates, who will be 
compensated for their work as well as 
benefit from the improvement of jail 
facilities; and for the beneficiaries of 
SSAP outreach programs.”

Shubee added, “I loved working with 
the ‘artsy-heartsy’ team (Zari, Ivy, 
Margie, and Roselyn)! I loved knowing 
that we could make a difference in 
the lives of these inmate artists of the 
Tagaytay City Jail!”
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“OUTSIDE VIEWING PACKAGES AVAILABLE”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800

LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227 CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL.,

MAKATI CITY

santuario de san antonio parish fiesta 2017

            Thank you for sharing your 
Time, Talents and Treasures!

Fiesta 2017 Committee



at

PLEASE CALL US TO SET AN APPOINTMENT
WITH PATIS PAMINTUAN-TESORO.

VISIT TESOROS MAKATI FOR HER 
READY-TO-WEAR LINE.

2/F San Antonio Plaza
Forbes Park


