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We Care Because We Pray
Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time

www.ssaparish.com

Dear Co-stewards: 

There is one simple message that 
hopefully we do not miss when we read our 
weekly Parish Bulletin. It guides our way of 
being, relating and doing our ministry as a 
parish community as well. It says: We Care 
because We Pray. To care is indeed the 
second nature of our community and next 
to prayer – our IDENTITY. Another way to 
put it, our life of prayer, empowers us to 
be a caring community – our relationship 
with God becomes fully alive in the way we 
value each other. 

For the whole month of July, our Parish 
Bulletin will provide us reflections, insights 
and experiences on the theme: Caring for 
Each Other: Every Sister and Brother is a 
Gift. This topic measures our real response 
to Jesus’ command: “love one another as I 
have loved you (Jn.15: 17) on the one hand 
and to Jesus’ declaration that the real test of 
where our hearts are is the kind of fruit that 
our lives bear. ‘You will be able to tell them 
by their fruits’ (Mt. 7: 16) on the other hand. 

Our diversity in many aspects 
of life (personal history and 

values, family background, 

etc.) should not be a barrier in establishing 
connection, but a gift to share toward 
discovering the potentials enshrined in 
every person and understanding the other 
horizons of life that we seek to fully live in 
and for God. Our presence to each other is 
both a demand to self-other and/or other-
self transformation. 

To acknowledge the Divine disfigured 
human face is the greatest challenge in 
caring for others. In other words, seeing 
Jesus in the predicament of another 
person needing our assistance is a Faith 
in action and beyond the bounds of 
acting due to one’s obligation. We should 
always remember that we are here in this 
community to live life to the fullest and 
care for each as sisters and brothers 
as God’s family even for those who are 
difficult to deal with or are indifferent. 
Truly, prayer empowers to do what God 
does best to us – to care unconditionally 
is to allow God’s presence be felt in one’s 
own life as it is in others.

Your co-pilgrim,

Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, 
OFM

CARING FOR EACH OTHER:

Every Person is a Gift
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TAsTE OF sIlENCE by Dedette Gamboa

After my retirement from corporate life, my spiritual journey 
led me to a contemplative lifestyle thru Centering Prayer 
and LectioDivina. These two prayers teach me to listen and 
wait on the Lord in the silence of my heart. In Centering 
Prayer I consent to God’s presence and action within me. 
It complements LectioDivina which is a prayerful reading of 
Scripture inviting me to listen and obey God’s words in the 
context of my life in the present moment.

During one Lectio Divina reading, I was struck by the Gospel 
sentence: “Proclaim the good news.” Pondering on it, I asked 
the Lord how He wanted me to do this, having no idea what I 
could do. I prayed and meditated about it until I came to the 
decision, though with much trepidation, about volunteering 
in the Prison Ministry of the Parish. My lack of proficiency in 
speaking Tagalog was one of my biggest concerns as well 
as my uncertainty about security issues in the Makati City 

Jail where I would have to teach Catechism to the female 
inmates.

My fears were slightly lessened when I remembered the 
inspiring words of Lita Salinas, former Director and Formator 
of our faith community, Contemplative Outreach Phil. She 
would always tell us that “God does not call the qualified but 
He qualifies those whom He chooses.”

When I shared my fear of doing Prison Ministry with my 
Centering Prayer group in SSA, I was overjoyed when two 
of the members offered to join me. What an affirmation from 
the Lord that I was on the right track!

It has been several months since we started our weekly visits 
to the jail. It’s heartening to see the very positive responses 
of the inmates. Clearly they hunger to know more about God 

and to have a deeper relationship with Him.

In my continuing spiritual journey with its 
invitation for me to walk in the light of the 
Holy Spirit, Cardinal Tagle’s admonition 
to the faithful rings true for me: “Be open 
to be led by the Spirit. Be docile to His 
prompting and give space for the Spirit 
to do His work.” These are the same 
dispositions that we should have when 
reading Scripture: openness, willingness 
to be led, and docility or obedience. 
Similiarly, Centering Prayer helps me to be 
connected with God moment to moment 
by consenting to His abiding presence and 
transforming action within me.

Truly those who seek God find Him. In my 
case, it was thru Scripture, contemplataive 
prayer and service.

Contemplative Outreach Philippines has a 
website www.cophil.org

The Centering Prayer Support Group 
meets every Monday, 10-12 pm at the 
Parish Center

Love for Scriptures
(Excerpts from the sharing at the Pentecost Sunday Mass)
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Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM - Vicar Provincial, 
Parish Priest
Fr. Judee Mar Maquinad, OFM - Bursar
Fr. Jesus E. Galindo, OFM - Member
Fr. Efren C. Jimenez, OFM - Member

RDIP - PB Editorial Team & General Informatio
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Head, RDIP-PB
Javier Luis Gomez - Assistant Editor
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Clarisse G. Gomez - Assistant Editor
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Jeannie Bitanga – Website Administrator
Alexa Montinola - Assistant Website Administrator
Edward Lu – Art & Design
Colorplus Production Group Corp. – Production

Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center Office
Tel. nos. 8438830-31
Email: ssap_info@yahoo.com
Website: www.ssaparish.com
Website email: webi@ssaparish.com

Parish Pastoral Council 
Edmund Lim, KHS – President
Cristina Teehankee – Vice President
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Secretary

Mr. Marto, father of Jacinta and Francisco, 
says that when the third apparition began, 
a little grayish cloud hovered over the 
holm oak, the sunlight diminished and 
a cool breeze, blew over the mountain 
range, even though it was the height of 
summer.  He also heard something that 
sounded like flies inside an empty jug.  
The three saw the reflection of the usual 
light and immediately after, Our Lady over 
the holm oak.

Lucia : What does Your Grace wish 
of me?

Our Lady : I want you to come here on the 
thirteenth of the next month 
and to continue to pray the 
rosary everyday in honour 
of Our Lady of the Rosary, in 
order to obtain peace for the 
world and the end of the war, 
for she alone can be of any 
avail.

Lucia : I would like to ask you to tell us 
who you are and to perform 
a miracle so everybody will 
believe that Your Grace 
appears to us.

Our Lady : Continue to come here every 
month. In October, I will tell 
you who I am and what I wish 
and I will perform a miracle 
that everyone shall see so as 
to believe.

Lucia then made a number of requests for 
conversions, cures, and other graces.  Our 
Lady always responded by recommending 
the recitation of the Rosary so they would 
obtain those graces during the year.

The simple prayer Our Lady taught the 
children of Fatima to be said at the end 
of each decade of the Rosary: “Oh My 
Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from 
the fires of Hell, lead all souls to Heaven, 
especially those who have most need of 
Thy mercy.”

The Account of the 
Third Apparition

(July 13, 1917)
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care for each other: every sister and brother is a gift

“Mother” Church teaches us that every 
“brother” is a gift and that all of us have 
an obligation to care for each other.  
Because, in my own life, I have been 
blessed with the love of parents and 
siblings, who continue to look out for 
each other’s needs. Now that I am a 
parent myself, I try my best, not just 
to provide for my children’s needs, but 
to be an example for them in our Faith 
family.

Similarly, having grown up watching 
our parents serve as members of 
the Lector-Commentator and Altar 
Committees of our childhood parish 
in New York, it was not difficult for my 
brother, Franco, to become active in 
SSAP’s Youth Ministry from an early 
age, or for me to volunteer as a Lector-
Commentator and join with my other 
brother, Michael, to serve in the Music 
Ministry here at SSAP.

Not long after my husband & I were 
married, his widowed mother suffered 
a series of health issues that forced 

her, gradually, to give up her once 
independent lifestyle. We took her into 
our home, not just to care for her but 
also to allow her the opportunity to 
care for our children. Unfortunately, 
soon after our third child was born, 
my mother-in-law was diagnosed with 
cancer, and we had to watch sadly as 
her once proud spirit gave way to the 
realization that she was the one who 

needed our care. Still, I am grateful 
for the “gift” of those years because it 
gave her the chance to witness both 
her son, TJ, become an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion and her 
now-adolescent grandsons join the 
Altar Server Ministry at our Parish. 
In the end, we were all reminded that 
each of us is truly responsible for the 
other.

Every Family 
Member is a Gift

by Liza Chan-Parpan
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care for each other: every sister and brother is a gift

Raising three amazing children with very distinct 
personalities and diverse interests has been a challenging 
and enriching journey for our family. We see our adult 
children today chart their individual paths, yet they are 
focused on a common purpose and vision to serve 
God, family, community, and country. Perhaps their 
exposure and participation in a Faith community early 
in their childhood and throughout their adolescent years 
catalyzed their zeal to strive to be channels of hope, 
peace, joy, and love. As we impressed upon them the 
importance of family and keeping family together, we 
also had to let go and let God hone them, while we stood 
by their side to give guidance and support. Even in their 
tender years, our children were very much involved in 
our mission work among our less fortunate brethren in 
deprived communities. In doing so, they were awakened 
to the glaring disparities in society, leading them to resolve 
to do their part in alleviating such dire conditions. They 

also learned to be more open to working alongside people 
from all walks of life, and regarding each and every one 
as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

This idealism, sense of mission, and openness to others are 
now carried into our respective professions and spheres of 
influence, as we strive each day to help our countrymen and 
our brethren through our daily work. It is also seen in our 
work in the different ministries such as the Family and Life 
Ministry and Single Young Adults. 

In all these endeavors, we remain grounded in praying for 
each other’s daily concerns. Our regular participation in the 
Eucharist also allows us to draw spiritual strength and the 
moral courage to carry on through our individual services 
within and outside the SSAP community. Through all of this, 
we experience the joy that comes when we give, rather than 
when we merely receive.  

Together we can do great 
things for God

by Mike and Monette Gomez

Every Family 
Member is a Gift

by Liza Chan-Parpan
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parish announcements

Come Celebrate the Centenary 
of the First Apparition of

Our Lady of 
Fatima!

Obtain a Plenary Indulgence with the 
usual conditions during the Masses 
from May to October.

Schedule of Masses

July 13, 2017 (Thurs.) - 6:00PM Mass
Aug. 19, 2017 (Sat.) - 6:00PM Mass
Sept. 13, 2017 (Wed.) - 6:00PM Mass 
Oct. 13, 2017 (Fri.) - 6:00PM Mass
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“OUTsIDE VIEWING PACKAGEs AVAIlABlE”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800
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CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TEls.: 8130875 – 8672227 CEll (0917)8109379
3/F sEDCCO BlDG., RADA sT., lEGAsPI VIll.,

MAKATI CITY

parish announcements

We are accepting applicants in the following levels:
RECEPTION:  for 5 - 6 year olds 
LEVEL 1: PRE-FIRST COMMUNION:  for 6 - 7 year olds 
LEVEL 2: FIRST COMMUNION:  for 7 - 8 year olds
LEVEL 3: for 8 - 9 year olds
LEVEL 4: for 9 - 10 year olds
LEVEL 5: for 10 - 11 year olds
LEVEL 6: PRE-CONFIRMATION:  for 11 - 12 year olds
LEVEL 7: CONFIRMATION:  for 12 - 13 year olds
club8+ YOUTH GROUP:  for 13 - 18 year olds

The Continuing Catholic Development (CCD) is an 
internationally recognized parochial religious 
education program for children.  In the Philippines, it 
has been o�cially assigned as a ministry of the 
Santuario de San Antonio Parish (SSAP) in Forbes Park.  

As such, it is committed to educate its students with 
the basic teachings and fundamental truths of the 
Church.  It also prepares students for the reception of 
the Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Holy 
Communion and Con�rmation.

CCD is currently o�ered to children who study in 
non-Catholic schools that do not provide Catechism 
as part of its curriculum nor as an extra-curricular 
activity.

For inquiries, please call or visit LEAH AZARCON at 
the CCD O�ce:
Tel  # 843 8834 Tuesdays to Sundays 
Email - ccd.o�ce.ssap@gmail.com
Mobile # 0917 819 3542

CONTINUING 
CATHOLIC 
DEVELOPMENT (CCD)
Parish O�ce, Santuario de San Antonio Parish
Forbes Park, Makati City

Enrollment is ongoing for SY August 2017 - May 2018!



at

PLEASE CALL US TO SET AN APPOINTMENT
WITH PATIS PAMINTUAN-TESORO.

VISIT TESOROS MAKATI FOR HER 
READY-TO-WEAR LINE.

2/F San Antonio Plaza
Forbes Park


