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Feast of the Transfiguration
The Transfiguration
Our divine Redeemer, being in Galilee about a year before
His sacred Passion, took with him St. Peter and the two
sons of Zebedee, Sts. James and John, and led them to a
retired mountain. Tradition assures us that this was Mount
Thabor, which is exceedingly high and beautiful, and was
anciently covered with green trees and shrubs, and was
very fruitful. It rises something like a sugar-loaf, in a vast
plain in the middle of Galilee. This was the place in which
the Man-God appeared in His glory.
Whilst Jesus prayed, he suffered that glory which was
always due to his sacred humility, and of which, for our
sake, He deprived it, to diffuse a ray over His whole
body. His face was altered and shone as the sun, and
his garments became white as snow. Moses and Elias
were seen by the three apostles in his company on this
occasion, and were heard discoursing with him of the
death which he was to suffer in Jerusalem.

The three apostles were wonderfully delighted with this
glorious vision, and St. Peter cried out to Christ, “Lord, it
is good for us to be here. Let us make three tents: one for
thee, one for Moses, and one for Elias” Whilst St. Peter
was speaking, there came, on a sudden, a bright shining
cloud from heaven, an emblem of the presence of God’s
majesty, and from out of this cloud was heard a voice which
said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased;
hear ye him” The apostles that were present, upon hearing
this voice, were seized with a sudden fear, and fell upon
the ground; but Jesus, going to them, touched them, and
bade them to rise. They immediately did so, and saw no
one but Jesus standing in his ordinary state.

This vision happened in the night. As they went down the
mountain early the next morning, Jesus bade them not to
tell anyone what they had seen till he should be risen from
the dead.
Source: www.catholicculture.org
The Transfiguration by Raphael
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PARISH PRIEST
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM

CARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS:

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME,
TALENT AND TREASURE
Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us exercise
them: if prophecy, in proportion to the faith; if ministry, in ministering; if one is a
teacher, in teaching; if one exhorts, in exhortation; if one contributes, in generosity;
if one is over others, with diligence; if one does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
Romans 12:6-8
From the outset, the act of caring for God’s gifts is
acknowledgement of our true identity that we are God’s
creatures; an attitude of profound respect, a sign of gratitude,
an expression of deep trust, and an illustration of loving
God above all things – for God is the Owner and Source of
everything.
The time, talent and treasures that God gave to each one of
us are meant to serve in building up of our own family and of
the whole of creation. These gifts are not given to us in order
to be wasted, abused or destroyed. They are rather put into
use for the self and for others, returned with increased and
developed to show the steward’s accountability for the gifts
freely received.
The implications therefore of stewardship are the following:
it is not something we do; it’s about who we are and to whom
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do we belong to. It is not merely meeting our parish’ budget
but it is about examining our attitude toward the management
of our finances. It is not just good intentions and kind deeds
but it is about recognizing that we depend on God for
everything. It is not an annual campaign to induce people to
contribute to another charity; it is about transformed visions,
changed attitudes and way of life. It is not about meeting a
need but recognizing our need to give.
To care for God’s gifts is not just a seasonal activity or
practice. It is a spirituality - a way of life.
Fraternally,
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM
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Care for God’s Gifts: Stewardship of Time, Talent & Treasure

Nobility Obligates
by Marie Tycangco

In Luke 12:48, the Parable of the
Faithful Servant, the Lord said “… From
everyone who has been given much,
much will be demanded; and from
the one who has been entrusted with
much, much more will be asked.” In
an interview with Tita Marrot Moreno,
head of SSAP Social Services, it
was very evident that she has taken
this message to heart and has put it
into practice. She is grateful for the
graces she has been blessed with and
genuinely takes on the responsibility
of sharing them with others. She sees
herself as an instrument of God, who
has been given the task of distributing
His goods.
She is truly one who takes the concept
of noblesse oblige* seriously. She
says that generosity or nobility of
spirit is innate in everyone and for
her, this is a grace from God. She
takes full advantage of this blessing by
sharing wherever she can. She gives
to the poor, the hungry, the sick, the
prisoners, the scholars, the victims

of calamities, and those living in wartorn areas, among others. Her little
acts of generosity are also evident
in her day-to-day living, as she gives
to those who work hard but are left
unrecognized and unrewarded, like
cleaners in public toilets and garbage
men. For her, helping these people is
most meaningful to her knowing that
they will never be able to pay her back.
According to the Catechism of the
Catholic Church 2544 (335), “The
precept of detachment from riches
is obligatory for entrance into the
Kingdom of Heaven.” This is the kind
of reward Tita Marrot looks forward to
receiving and believes that it is for her
generosity of heart and spirit that God
will reward her. For her, this is more
important that any reward on earth.
*French phrase which literally means
“nobility obligates”. It is the inferred
responsibility of privileged people to
act with generosity and nobility toward
those less privileged.
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Care for God’s Gifts: Stewards

“STEWARDSHIP”: AN EXERCISE OF
ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITY AND JUSTICE
IN THE FACE OF CRISIS
Br. Elton L. Viagedor, OFM

Human-made disasters/calamities such as war
and terrorism reveal both the worst and the best of
humanity. To a certain degree, they reveal the worst
about us because they show how we, human beings,
are capable of doing something “inhuman” and
incongruent with our basic goodness. They also reveal
the best in us. When we respond to these moments
of darkness with the disarming face of compassion
and mercy, we can become flickers of hope and
comfort! Crisis situations become an opportunity for
us to reveal that innate goodness that is already in us.
We are able to rise above our personal concerns and
share ourselves to those who are in need and those
who are suffering. Disasters and calamities make us
aware that we are responsible for and accountable to
our brothers and sisters who are affected and ravaged
by such realities. In other words, these catastrophes
become an avenue for us to exercise the value and
virtue of “stewardship.”
4

At the outset, it is very important to underline that
stewardship is not just a matter of managing one’s
talents, gifts, skills, and resources so that one can
share something with others. Stewardship is not just
a “philanthropic act” or an act of charity. It is first
and foremost a disposition and an awareness that
everything is a gift from God and therefore, it is my
responsibility to give whatever I have as a gift to others
also most especially to those who are in need and
those who are suffering. It is a moral imperative - an
ethical responsibility to the other! It also springs from
a perspective that all human being, by virtue of their
dignity as creatures in the image of God, have the
inalienable right to have access to and enjoy the basic
resources and goods in life such as food, healthcare,
livelihood and the like.
Hence, we can see that stewardship is also an
exercise of justice. When we share whatever we
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ship of Time, Talent & Treasure

Stewardship is not just a
“philanthropic act” or an
act of charity. It is first and
foremost a disposition and an
awareness that everything is
a gift from God and therefore,
it is my responsibility to give
whatever I have as a gift to
others also most especially
to those who are in need and
those who are suffering.
have, be it goods, skills, talents and resources with
others – particularly with the poor, the oppressed, the
marginalized, and the suffering (e.g. the evacuees
and those affected by the war in Marawi) - we do
an act of justice! We are simply restoring and giving
back what rightfully belongs to the other! This
understanding of stewardship has its basis in the Bible
and is concretely articulated in the social teachings
of the Church. Ultimately, it is also very important to

highlight that stewardship, more than being a virtue,
moral value or an ethical act, is a spirituality – a way
of life! Stewardship should be seen in every word that
we speak and in every act that we do. It should spring
from the core of our being, our value-system and
faith-experience.
It is on this line, that we, the Franciscan friars of
Balo-i, Lanao del Norte, would like to express our
sincerest gratitude to the parishioners of Santuario
de San Antonio Parish for their desire to live out and
actualize the spirit of stewardship by using their skills,
talents, gifts and resources to be of help and service
to our brothers and sisters who are affected by the
on-going war and violence in Marawi City. I believe
that such desire and efforts spring from an awareness
and disposition that each of us, in line with the value
and spirit of stewardship, has the ethical responsibility
to share ourselves and whatever we have with those
who are in need and those who are suffering. It is a
moral imperative and an act of justice knowing that
every human person has the basic right to a dignified
life and has the right to benefit from the goods and
resources that God has willed to be equally enjoyed
by all His creatures. Indeed, your “care for the
Marawi” evacuees is a testament that crisis situations
can reveal the best of our humanity and affirms the
fundamental truth that we are to become stewards to
one another!
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VISIT TESOROS MAKATI FOR HER
READY-TO-WEAR LINE.
PLEASE CALL US TO SET AN APPOINTMENT
WITH PATIS PAMINTUAN-TESORO.

LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA
CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA
TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227 CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL.,
MAKATI CITY

“OUTSIDE VIEWING PACKAGES AVAILABLE”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800

“This is my Son, whom I love;
with him I am well pleased.
Listen to him!”
Matthew 17:5

