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Saint of the Day for auguSt 15

the Story of the Solemnity of the assumption of Mary
On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII defined the 
Assumption of Mary to be a dogma of Faith: “We 
pronounce, declare and define it to be a divinely revealed 
dogma that the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin 
Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul to heavenly glory.” The Pope 
proclaimed this dogma only after a broad consultation of 
Bishops, theologians and laity. There were few dissenting 
voices. What the Pope solemnly declared was already a 
common belief in the Catholic Church.

We find homilies on the Assumption going back to the 
sixth century. In following centuries, the Eastern Churches 
held steadily to the doctrine, but some authors in the West 
were hesitant. However by the 13th century there was 
universal agreement. The Feast was celebrated under 
various names–Commemoration, Dormition, Passing, 
Assumption–from at least the fifth or sixth century. Today 
it is celebrated as a solemnity.

Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s Assumption 
into Heaven. Nevertheless, Revelation 12 speaks of a 
woman who is caught up in the battle between good and 
evil. Many see this woman as God’s people. Since Mary 
best embodies the people of both Old and New Testaments, 

her Assumption can be seen as an exemplification of the 
woman’s victory.

Furthermore, in 1 Corinthians 15:20, Paul speaks of 
Christ’s Resurrection as the first fruits of those who have 
fallen asleep.

Since Mary is closely associated with all the mysteries of 
Jesus’ life, it is not surprising that the Holy Spirit has led 
the Church to believe in Mary’s share in His glorification. 
So close was she to Jesus on Earth, she must be with 
Him body and soul in heaven.

Reflection
In the light of the Assumption of Mary, it is easy to pray 
her Magnificat (Luke 1:46–55) with new meaning. In her 
glory she proclaims the greatness of the Lord and finds 
joy in God her Savior. God has done marvels to her and 
she leads others to recognize God’s Holiness. She is the 
lowly handmaid who deeply reverenced her God and has 
been raised to the heights. From her position of strength 
she will help the lowly and the poor find justice on earth, 
and she will challenge the rich and powerful to distrust 
wealth and power as a source of happiness.

Post by Fr. Don Miller, OFM
/www.franciscanmedia.org/ Th
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Solemnity of theAssumption of Mary
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Santuario de San Antonio Pastoral Team
Fr. Baltazar A. Obico, OFM - Guardian
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM - Vicar Provincial, 
Parish Priest
Fr. Judee Mar Maquinad, OFM - Bursar
Fr. Jesus E. Galindo, OFM - Member
Fr. Efren C. Jimenez, OFM - Member

RDIP - PB Editorial Team & General Informatio
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Head, RDIP-PB
Javier Luis Gomez - Assistant Editor
Ramon M.Ong - Assistant Editor
Marie Tycangco - Assistant Editor
Clarisse G. Gomez - Assistant Editor
Dennis Montecillo - Assistant Editor
Aissa Montecillo - Assistant Editor
Jeannie Bitanga – Website Administrator
Alexa Montinola - Assistant Website Administrator
Edward Lu – Art & Design
Colorplus Production Group Corp. – Production

Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center Office
Tel. nos. 8438830-31
Email: ssap_info@yahoo.com
Website: www.ssaparish.com
Website email: webi@ssaparish.com

Parish Pastoral Council 
Edmund Lim, KHS – President
Cristina Teehankee – Vice President
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Secretary

On August 13, the day of the fourth 
apparition was to take place, the seers 
were not at Cova de Iria.  They had 
been abducted by the Municipal Mayor 
of Vila Nova de Ourem (Fatima is a 
village in Ourem), who attempted to 
force from them the secret revealed in 
the apparition of July 13.  The children 
held fast, despite the mayor imprisoning 
them and threatening to plunge them in 
boiling oil.

At Cova da Iria, thunder, followed by 
lightning, was heard at the usual time.  
The spectators noticed a small white 
cloud that hovered over the holm oak 
tree for a few minutes.  Phenomena of 
coloration were observed on the faces 
of the people, the clothing, the trees, 
and the ground.

Our Lady had certainly come, but she 
had not found the seers.

On August 19, at about four o’clock in 
the afternoon, Lucia was with Francisco 
and another cousin at Valinhos, a 
property (near Cova da Iria) belonging 
to one of her uncles, when the 
atmospheric changes that preceded the 
apparitions of Our Lady at Cova da Iria 
began to occur:  a sudden cooling of the 
temperature and a waning of the sun.  
Feeling that something supernatural 
was approaching and enveloping them, 
Lucia sent for Jacinta, who arrived in 
time to see Our Lady appear – heralded 
as before by a bright light – over a holm 
oak slightly larger than the one at Cova 
da Iria.

Lucia : What does Your Grace 
wish of me?

Our Lady : I want you to continue to 
go to Cova da Iria on the 
thirteenth of each month 
and to continue to pray 
the Rosary every day. 
On the last month, I will 
perform the miracle for all 
to believe.

Then Our Lady’s face became more 
serious and even upset.

Our Lady : If they had not taken you to 
Ourem, the miracle would 
have been even greater.

Lucia : What does Your Grace 
want done with the money 
that the people leave at 
Cova da Iria?

Our Lady : Have two portable stands 
made.  You and Jacinta, 
with two other girls dressed 
in white, carry one of them, 
and let Francisco carry the 
other one with three other 
boys.  The portable stands 
are for the Feast of Our 
Lady of the Rosary.  The 
money that is left over 
should be contributed to 
the chapel that they shall 
build.

Lucia : I would like to ask you for 
the healing of some sick 
persons.

Our Lady : Yes, I will cure some 
during the year.

The Fourth Fatima Apparition
August 19, 1917

Becoming sadder, she recommended 
anew the practice of mortification, 
saying lastly, “Pray, pray much, and 
sacrifice for sinners, for many souls 
go to hell because there is no one to 
sacrifice and pray for them.”

As usual, she then began to rise toward 
the east.  The seers cut boughs off the 
holm oak tree over which Our Lady had 
appeared to them and took them home.  
The boughs gave off a uniquely sweet 
fragrance.
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Care for God’s Gifts: stewardship of time, talent & treasure

Sundays! I love Sundays and one good reason is because I 
spend time with my Reception class at CCD or the Continuing 
Catholic Development ministry.

Reception class is the first level of religious education for 5- 
and 6-year-olds. Yes, it’s the start of formal learning about 
God for these very young kids. It’s their first lessons where 
they learn how God loves them - He created the world, the 
skies, animals, plants and gave them family, friends and 
people who serve. They are made aware of their feelings, 
senses and talents so they can appreciate themselves and 
be useful individuals. They are also taught how they can 
show their love for God through prayer and good deeds. 
Being happy is accentuated when they are shown the many 
joyful feasts the Church celebrates!

It is quite a challenge to impart religious concepts to 
such a young audience but at Reception class we do this 
through singing, drawing and coloring which makes it very 

easy and fun for the kids to assimilate. Of course, the first 
thing to do is to make them feel comfortable in class with 
the teacher and classmates. Once the ice is broken, they 
become so at ease that they let go of their inhibitions. 
And as they get interested, they eagerly come to class on 
Sundays. By the way, giving them treats of candies and 
stickers are come-ons!

Teaching at CCD is a very productive endeavor! For one, 
it is a very efficient organization in which I am very proud 
to belong. Our yearly workshops help us teachers, to 
strengthen our spiritual values and polish our teaching skills.

I have been teaching the Reception class for 5 years 
and I look forward to every schoolyear that comes, with 
enthusiasm and excitement. It gives me such joy knowing 
that I am contributing to the spiritual development of these 
very young, lovable kids! And that makes for a sense of 
fulfillment!

Joy with Kids
by Mary Ann Villanueva, CCD Teacher
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Care for God’s Gifts: stewardship of time, talent & treasure

As we go through life, we set goals for ourselves and as 
objectives are achieved, new paths are paved. At times, 
we are influenced by others to make decisions and to act 
on them. While in school, we had our minds focused on a 
career we wanted to pursue. We all answered a call. Some 
of us were not successful all the time but we learned. Robert 
Frost once said, “In three words I can sum up everything I’ve 
learned about life; It goes on.”

Life does indeed go on and we begin to realize that through 
our efforts we can attain our aims while developing our 
intelligence and skills. 

Our parents nourished us as we started our life, our teachers 
taught us as we went through school and our goals guided 
us as we shaped our future. 

Through the years, we have been teachers - as parents 

to our children, as supervisors to our subordinates and as 
mentors to our mentees. We discover also that the roles are 
reversed when in the process of our relationship, we learn 
from them, at times, much more than what we teach them. 

Once a teacher always a teacher, but also remember that 
we are forever students in this campus of life. Every stage 
presents new lessons and there is always something new to 
learn. Every bad experience will teach us how to avoid it in 
the future or if not, how to overcome it.

However, our presence on this earth begins to have meaning 
when we share ourselves with others, when we are there for 
others, when we feel for the others, when we understand 
them and when we extend our arms to help them.

As time passes by, may our discernment be more profound 
and may we offer our all for the greater glory of God!

Our All, for the

Greater Glory of God! 
by Renán S. Prado
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SSAP CARES FOR MARAWI 
COLLECTION & DISBURSEMENT REPORT

AS OF AUGUST 01, 2017

Total Collection as of 8/01/17 P 1,366,184.00
Less: Disbursements

Feeding Program P 40,000.00
Medical Mission 50,000.00
Travel Expenses 10,000.00 100,000.00

Balance of Funds as of 8/01/17 P 1,266,184.00

FRANCISCANS, ONE WITH MARAWI
LIQUIDATION REPORT OF SSAP DONATION

AS OF AUGUST 02, 2017

Donation from SSAP P 100,000.00
Less:  Expenses

Medicines for Medical Mission P 50,000.00
Feeding Program for Home-based

    Evacuees (7/24/17 - 7/30/17) 10,066.00 60,066.00
Remaining Balance as of 8/02/17 P 39,934.00

Care for God’s Gifts: stewardship of time, talent & treasure

Our Heartfelt Thanks to all the Donors of

SSAP Cares for Marawi

Note: SSAP Cares for Marawi’s Pledge of Support:
 1.  Feeding Program - P10,000.00 per week
 2.  Medical Mission  - P50,000.00 per month
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“OUTSIDE VIEWING PACKAGES AVAILABLE”
Globe 0915-5283835 • Smart 0918-9901800

“The purpose of life is to discover your gift; 
the work of life is to develop it; and the 

meaning of life is to give your gift away.”
— David Viscott

LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227 CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL.,

MAKATI CITY

Care for God’s Gifts: stewardship of time, talent & treasure

SSAP Cares for Marawi
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PLEASE CALL US TO SET AN APPOINTMENT
WITH PATIS PAMINTUAN-TESORO.

VISIT TESOROS MAKATI FOR HER 
READY-TO-WEAR LINE.


