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Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, declares the Lord GOD, and not rather 
that he should turn from his way and live? (Ez. 18:23)

What have we done? Who have we become?

Thirty-one children and youth will no longer see their future fulfilled. 
Death-dealers in bonnets or men in uniform have robbed them of 
their life.

The heavens have wept these past few days as the latest young life 
mercilessly executed, Kian Lloyd delos Santos, lies cold in a coffin.

There can be no rhyme nor reason for this madness. This pure 
madness of extermination of all suspected drug users, drug 
pushers, and drug couriers.  Sadly it is the poor who have borne 
the brunt of this war on drugs and crime.

And so many of us have quietly accepted this abomination – to 
kill has become noble. To kill has been applauded. We all must 
confess our complicity to these senseless killings.

What have we done to deserve this wrath? What have we done 
to this administration to deserve this sinister plot to desecrate our 
shared humanity, to kill our fellow human beings as if they were 
lambs being led to slaughter?

This cannot be what our God wishes for us.

Thirteen thousand senseless deaths cannot be the wish of a 
merciful Father. This bloodbath cannot be the imperative of our 
faith.

Who have we become O merciful and 
compassionate God?

Have we become the Romans who killed the 
Christians of the early times?

Have we become the Pilate who washed his hand of 
the fate of Christ?

Have we become the crowd who cheered at the 
sufferings of Jesus Christ?

We religious men and women resoundingly say NO! We believe 
that life, whether of the poor or the powerful, whether of the blighted 
communities or the exclusive subdivisions, is sacred! Extrajudicial 
killings assault the value of human life. We cannot be party to a war 
that kills and kills. We cannot accept a war that targets the poor 
and powerless.

We can no longer be silent and complicit in these mindless 
executions. Our faith demands of us mercy and compassion 
especially to those who have gone astray as a result of poverty and 
exclusion. To them we offer the comfort of a servant Church.

We implore the powerful to end this war on drugs which is no other 
than an extermination program of a section of our society.

Today we once again reaffirm our commitment to life, dignity and 
rights for all!

Today we commit ourselves to seek justice for Kian and all victims 
of this war on drugs!

Signed:
Fr. Cielito R. Almazan, OFM

AMRSP Co-Chairperson



parish bulletin

2

Care for God’s Gifts: Celebrating Giftedness

When I was asked to join a Single Young Adults (SYA) weekend 
in 2008, I didn’t know what to expect. All the while, I thought I 
wouldn’t get a lot out of that weekend since I had always lived a 
healthy and balanced lifestyle. I had firm goals in life and was on 
track to achieving them. I was spending just the right amount of 
time for God, family, work and leisure. Mondays to Fridays were 
mostly spent working, but occasionally, I would hang out with 
friends after work. Saturdays were mostly spent playing sports or 
going on short trips out of town. Sundays were definitely reserved 
for Church and family. 

However, a few weeks before that SYA weekend, the life that I 
once knew fell into pieces. Work had become too busy which 
made meeting with friends more difficult. Friends turned against 
each other. My relationship with my mom was getting shaky.  

As the SYA weekend approached, questions about life started 
to pile. Questions like—“Do I bother myself with these problems 
or do I turn my back on them?”, “How do I piece myself and my 
relationships back together?”, and “Where is God amidst all the 
chaos”? 

Finally, that SYA weekend came. I was surprised how those 3 days 
could put things in perspective. It was a great way to reflect on all 
aspects of life.  The weekend facilitated self-rediscovery, finding 
our identity—which is mostly drowned or taken over by what 
we do versus who we really are, our relationship with our family 
and friends and how we—as Catholics—fit into the big picture. 
Unknowingly, those 3 days were what I needed and more. I was 

in the company of people going through the same uncertainties in 
life. I was not alone. All participants were moved by the talks and 
sharings, and as time went by, we have all grown closer to one 
another and have been each other’s confidants. 

After the weekend, SYA had continually inspired me to see God 
in everything I do.  The community is a place I know where I can 
always fall back on with no judgments and no hesitations. As I had 
been a prodigal son who left and returned, SYA has always been 
the family who is glad to see me back. 

Joining SYA had been one of the best decisions in my life. I 
thank God everyday for allowing me to take my journey together 
with a loving community. It is a group that always provides me 
opportunities to keep my Faith strong—through various church 
activities like prayer meetings, birthday Masses, and service at 
Makati City Jail and Philippine General Hospital. It is a group that 
continues to help me find God in the center of all things. I have 
never felt more purposeful in life than when I found God in my 
center. 

San Antonio’s youth community, Single Young Adults (SYA), will be 
holding its 34th Weekend on September 8 (Friday) to September 
10 (Sunday) at the 2nd floor of the Santuario de San Antonio 
Parish Center. Come and discover how God is ever-present in your 
life and experience the joy of deepening your Faith in a Catholic 
community. The weekend is open to all single adults, ages 21 – 
35 years old. For more information, please contact George (0917-
522-5186) or Pisha (0917-843-1999).

SYA Weekend

First Step to a Wonderful Journey
by Alexandra Li
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Care for God’s Gifts: Celebrating Giftedness

A few years ago, I saw a TV ad for the 
Wall Street Journal featuring singer/
songwriter Will I Am of the Black 
Eyed Peas. This ad portrays his busy 
schedule. It showed him hopping from 
meeting to meeting, taking care of his 
varied business concerns. A prominently 
displayed statement says that Will is 
so busy that he does not have time to 
read the Wall Street Journal. The ad 
ends showing Will sitting quietly in a 
room reading the Wall Street Journal. 
Underneath, a caption reads, “He makes 
the time”.  In our busy everyday lives, we 
too - like the ad hardly have time to do 
what we need to get done. I wonder, “Do 
we have time for God?” 

As for myself, since my return from an 
extended sojourn in the U.S. in 2012, 
I resettled in Makati and returned to 
Santuario de San Antonio. It was here 
that I was introduced to the Secular 

The Gift of 
Time

by Beewie Rivilla

Franciscans and invited to journey with 
them. Part of that journey included 
exposure to the women and children 
of Friendship Home. Every Friday the 
women met for Bible sharing, prayer 
and fellowship. Through their sharing 
and prayers over the years, I have seen 
them evolve into a community of Faith. 
Programs that strengthen families 
have been added. Feeding programs 
for the children in the summer as well 
as monthly family days are instituted. 
First Friday Eucharistic celebration at 
La Ermita de San Nicolas Tolentino 
was recently initiated. These activities 
grew and prospered, but not because 
we had the time. We “made the time”.  

A poster I saw sometime ago read, 
“The meaning of life is to find your gift, 
the purpose of life is to give it away.” 
Now that I have found its meaning, all 
that is left, is to continue to give it away. 
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Gift, as I once heard it, can be said as something which is 
given, though one is not deserving. We could think of the 
gifts we received, and the gifts we gave, then of course God’s 
abundant gifts - especially the gifts of creation, redemption, 
and sanctification. Speaking of sanctification, our common 
advice to someone discerning is to go to a place/state where 
he/she will attain holiness; in other words, to where he/she 
is being called. 

For the Franciscans, August is the month for the feast day 
of St. Clare of Assisi, and for this article we will quote her for 
her saying, “Our vocation is a great gift.” Vocation is the call 
for all, whether for the religious life/ priesthood, for marriage, 
or for single blessedness. Every call is a gift, and each is of 
equal importance. One cannot stand without the other. This 
is also manifested when we speak of the different ministries 
in the Church. 

Looking at Ephesians 4:11 and 1 Corinthians 12:29, we 
see that some are apostles, some are teachers, not all are 
apostles or teachers, etc. So also in the body of Christ, 

not all are fingers or legs, each part one has his own 
specialty and responsibility. Here, one is giving his/her 
self and thus God is also given, for one’s gift is received 
from God - one is fulfilled, others are helped, and God is 
glorified.  This is applicable not only inside the Church but 
also in the society as a whole; each has his own work to 
do. Thus it is important not only to nurture and take care 
of our gifts as in the Parable of the Talents, but also to 
recognize and respect others’ gifts. In this way, we are 
celebrating our giftedness and also our differences, and 
this is the beauty of the Church, the society - though we 
are many and different - we are all part of that One Body 
of Christ. Everyone counts. 

The following words from St. Peter sum up this simple 
reflection (1 Peter 4:8-11a): “As generous distributors of 
God’s manifold grace, put your gifts at the service of one 
another, each in the measure he has received. The one who 
speaks is to delivers God’s message. The one who serves is 
to do it with the strength provided by God. Thus, in all of you 
God is to be glorified through Jesus Christ.”

     Celebrating Giftedness              by Fr. Judee Mar Maquinad, OFM

CARe FOR GOD’s GiFts:
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Care for God’s Gifts: Celebrating Giftedness

Family is the best gift of God to us. Blessings of good health, 
love and financial stability undoubtedly are top on the list of what 
we asked God. We also thank God for continued blessings. 
Challenges, how difficult these may be, are part of our lives. There 
are no exemptions. For me, God is so good, that no matter how 
difficult our problem is - like the loss of loved ones, deteriorating 
health, financial woes, relationship conflicts and the likes - it can 
be solved in HIS time.

I am blessed for I have worked with three Presidents (Cory, FVR 
and GMA). In the process, I have helped lots of people on jobs and 
health issues. Like people who cannot afford to pay huge balances 
of debts to government hospitals. I helped almost everyone who 
sought my help without expecting anything in return. I believe that 
God sent me these people for me to help in any way I can.

2016 was one of the worst years of my life. Almost all members 
of my immediate family were admitted and hospitalized. My wife, 
Marites, has been in and out of the hospital for the past 4 years due 
to her diabetes and heart problems. By my eldest son Jay gave me 
the biggest challenge. He was rushed and admitted at a premier 
hospital in Makati, for two months due to difficulty of breathing. 
He neither smokes nor drinks alcohol. He is health conscious, 
being a registered nurse. In his first month, he underwent repeated 
laboratory tests which used ultra modern diagnostic equipments 
per order of his ten medical specialists. However, these medical 
experts could not diagnose the cause of his condition. 

One doctor even suggested to consult an “albularyo” to remove 
evil spirits. We did, but to no avail. By the second month, they 
discovered excessive fluids in his body together with bloated 
tummy. He underwent surgeries on his throat, lungs, stomach and 
heart. No positive assurance was given to me in each operation. 
His Cardiovascular surgeon, scraped more or less half-kilo of 
meat from the outer layer of his heart. Through the help of God 
and intercession of St. Anthony de Padua and Padre Pio, Jay was 
miraculously healed. His breathing improved and he was finally 
discharged after 5 days, but stayed for 10 more days. The hospital 
bill had reached an astronomical amount for which a man of my 
humble stature could never imagine. God is so good and great that 
He sent angels who helped pay half of my son’s hospital bill.

After a few months, in December 2016, my wife Marites, was 
hospitalized due to complications with her severe diabetes. On 
December 22, while she was still confined, my BP shot up to 
its highest level and upon doctors’ advice, I was admitted in the 
same room with my wife for future evaluation. Practically, most of 
the patients in our floor were already discharged together due to 
Christmas break. I was in my saddest period that time. I glanced at 
the text message reminding me that I was to serve the Christmas 
Eve Mass celebration. I prayed hard to be discharged with my 

wife in time so I could serve the Christmas Eve Mass. I also asked 
for prayers from our group through EMHC Chair Jun Rodriguez; 
Pastoral President Edmund Lim, Sis Bernadette, Tita Babing Abellla 
and Jeffrey Campos (for the healing visits to my son Jay) and to 
everybody who I missed to mention who helped me in anyway. In 
those trying times of mine, I realized that the most important in my 
life is good health, my family and my spirituality.

Finally, my view on Stewardship is not merely hearing Mass, 
reading the Holy Bible and giving of material things to people in 
need. Rather, I would say that Stewardship is the actual practice 
of the word of God such as being good, being kind, being 
compassionate and extending help without expecting any reward 
in the end and without judging the social status of the person 
needing help in whatever way. I think the very first thing that we 
can do is to spread more love and forget about hate. A pleasant 
day to everybody and may God bless us all.

In CARE FOR GOD’S GIFT:

Stewardship of Time, Talent 
and Treasure

by Ric Samaniego of the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

My son Jay seated 
standing left to right 
Cats, Me and Marites
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Date Area Nature of Assistance Number of 
Beneficiaries 

July 24-August 14, 2017 Brgy. East Poblacion, Balo-i, Lanao del Norte(Dumapon 
Compound, Dilimbayan, Mukhlish, Pacote Compound) On-going Feeding 92 families 

July 27, 2017 Brgy. Landa Evacuation Center, Balo-i, Lanao del Norte Medical Mission 167 patients 
July 28, 2017 Al-Bironi Evacuation Center, Balo-i, Lanao del Norte Medical Mission  166 patients
July 31, 2017 Brgy. Cabasagan, Pantao Ragat, Lanao del Norte Medical Mission 76 patients

August 1, 2017
Brgy. Abaga, Balo-i, Lanao del Norte 

Brgy. East Poblacion, Balo-i, Lanao del Norte

Medical Mission

Medical Mission 

119 patients 

100 patients
August 2, 2017 Brgy. Dimayon, Pantao Ragat, Lanao del Norte Medical Mission 192 patients
August 3, 2017 Brgy. Abaga, Balo-i, Lanao del Norte Medical Mission 210 patients

August 4, 2017
Brgy. Aloon, Pantao Ragat, Lanao del Norte

Brgy. East Poblacion, Balo-i, Lanao del Norte  

Medical Mission 

Medical Mission 

157 patients

114 patients 

Total Number of Patients Served in Medical Missions: 1,301 patients 
Total Number of Families being served in On-going Feeding: 92 families 

Once again, thank you very much and may we continuously strive to become gifts to others 
most especially to those brothers and sisters who are suffering. 

“Received as a gift, give as a gift!” Cliché as it may sound to be, 
but this imperative statement or saying captures the very meaning 
of the call for all of us to become a “gift” to others especially to 
those who are need and those who are suffering.  It springs from 
the awareness that everything that we have – skills, talents and 
resources – are gifts from God and it is our responsibility to share 
these gifts to others. Just as God has given Himself as a gift to us, 
so we are also called to share and give ourselves to others. 

Such responsibility and accountability becomes more highlighted 
when we are faced with the reality of pain and suffering. This is one 
of my significant realizations in my encounters and engagements 
with the evacuees from Marawi. Seeing and experiencing their 
difficult and challenging situation has moved us friars in Balo-i, 
Lanao del Norte to really find ways to respond to their needs 
and concerns. We hope that such efforts will somehow make the 
evacuees feel that there is still hope in the midst of their daunting 

and arduous situation. We earnestly hope too that we, to a certain 
degree, have become gifts to them. We all know that we are mere 
instruments of God’s mercy and compassion towards them. And 
we are very much thankful because many groups and people 
responded and helped us in our programs and activities for the 
evacuees. I believe that such desire to be of help to the “suffering 
other” comes from the conviction that we are accountable to each 
other and that we are called to become a gift to others. 

With the continuing firefight and violence in Marawi, there is the 
on-going responsibility for us to continuously share our gifts to 
all those affected by this crisis. With this, I would like to sincerely 
thank the parishioners of Santuario de San Antonio Parish for 
their generosity and for sharing their gifts to the evacuees from 
Marawi. Allow me to share to all of you the data and statistics of 
the beneficiaries of our on-going outreach activities and programs 
for the Marawi evacuees which you continuously supporting:

BECOMING A “GIFT” TO 
THE “BAKWITS”

Br. Elton L. Viagedor, OFM
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parish announCements

HEALING MASS
FiRst FRiDAY

September 1, 2017 • 3PM • Ground Floor, Parish Center
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