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FRANCISCAN PASTORAL ORIENTATION FOR COMMUNITY BUILDING:

FROM CROWD TO 
COMMUNITY
Do we really know the answer to the question, “Is Santuario de 
San Antonio Parish a crowd or a community?” What differentiate 
the community from the crowd? According to Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary to crowd means -- to fill something so that there is little or 
no room for anyone or anything else; or -- to take up much or most of 
the space in an area. This definition implies among others that there 
is neither an established connection nor a collective direction. Being 
in the same location at the same time is what characterizes a crowd. 

The following elements define and describe what a community is 
all about:

o Sense of unity that involves interaction with others for 
the benefits of the whole group and the common goal

o Feeling of belonging with people; being at home with the 
group

o Spirit of sharing and support
o Feeling that you can trust the members and you can be 

trusted
o Being able to voice your opinions and listen to others’ 

points of view
o Respect for another’s attitudes, lifestyle, and uniqueness.
o Place to celebrate one’s successes or to share one’s 

failures and disappointments and still be accepted.
o Learning from people who are different from yourself.

Some ways to enhance community building: 
1. Spending time with others. While there is a need for 

an organized meeting among the leaders and members 
of the parish, informal gathering and personal sharing 
will significantly contribute to build a community. 

2. Listening to each other. Accomplishment is not 
tantamount to an evangelizing ministry. When we 
listen to others, it shows our respect for and interest 

in these persons. It allows the other to feel valued and 
appreciated. 

3. Visitings and greetings. The importance of this act 
conveys that the host welcomes the guest into the 
person’s sacred space. The visitor leaves his/her comfort 
zone to encounter the other person – a way of showing 
humility by submitting oneself to a trustworthy other. 

4. Creating support structures – the nature and 
foundation of Christian Faith rests on the community. 
The Blessed Trinity is a community, an expression of 
the support system needed to do the task. Jesus called 
the apostles and the women, like Martha and Mary, to 
partner with Him in fulfilling the mission entrusted to 
Him. 

5. Building friendship. Although we have various tasks 
to perform in our community, we should be able to 
overcome the hurdle of being work-oriented. We need to 
make use of our tasks as catalyst to nurturing friendship. 
It is in quality of our fraternal and communal relationship 
that makes us witnesses of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

6. Searching for opportunities for learning, growth, 
and on going formation. The absence or lack of 
ongoing spiritual formation of any religious organization 
is an invitation toward self-disintegration or ego-centric 
self-understanding. As the pastoral dictum of the Church 
– Ecclesia semper reformanda (the Church must always 
be reformed), self-righteousness does not enhance 
community life but self-effacing presence does.  

Whether we are a community or not is a matter of perception both 
from within or without. What really matters is our common desire 
and dream to become a community. Any simple act of kindness 
contributes to and serves as building block to community life.

Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM
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RANDOM THOUGHTS by Peachy Maramba

St. Augustine was a genius, whose opinions greatly influenced 
Catholic thought for over a thousand years. He is thus a most 
important personality in Christian history.

Early Life in Africa. Aurelius Augustinus was born November 
13, A.D. 354 in Algeria. Realizing that their son was unusually 
brilliant, his pagan father and his devout Christian mother 
struggled to give him an education. In Carthage, he studied 
law, but soon found earthy pleasures in this city. He quit school 
at age 16 and very easily embraced a disorderly life. By age 
18, he had begun a sinful relationship with a Carthaginian girl 
which lasted 15 years. She bore his child, whom he called “the 
son of my sin.”

During one home visit, he read Cicero’s “Hortensius,” which 
impressed him with a lifetime desire to seek Truth. The search 
led to Philosophy and his becoming the philosophical genius 
of his time.

His Conversion. In 383, he attended the sermon of Bishop 
Ambrose of Milan, not just to learn about “truth”, but also to 
experience his oratorical skills. Soon he began studying the 
writings of Bishop Ambrose and found the answers he had 
sought all his life. During that mystical experience, Augustine 
discovered God.

Although Augustine already believed that Christianity is Truth, 
he refused to abandon his easy lifestyle. So he kept saying, 
“Lord, make me pure but not right now; just wait awhile.” Then 
his neighbor’s child chanted, “Tolle, lege; tolle lege” (take up 
and read). He reached for the Bible, which opened to Romans 
14:14 “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provisions 
for the desires of the flesh.” That did it. The teachings of 
Bishop Ambrose and his mother’s fervent prayers finally bore 
fruit; Augustine became a Catholic. He (age 32) and his son 
were baptized by Bishop Ambrose himself. (A year earlier, 
Augustine’s longtime mistress had left him).

Bishop of Hippo. Back in Africa, Augustine sold his inheritance 
and gave its proceeds away but kept a house for religious 
purposes. Here is where Augustinian Fathers trace their origin. 
His son, also a brilliant youth, was one of its first members.

Augustine was ordained in 391. He served first as assistant to 
the Bishop of Hippo (in Algeria), then succeeded him in 395. 
As Bishop for 34 years, Augustine lived an exemplary life until 
his death in 430. His profound humility shows in his words, “For 
you I am a Bishop. With you I am a Christian.”

His Writings. Augustine was one of the world’s greatest writers. 
His eloquence abounds with original thought and spiritual 
vision. Two writings rank among the world’s classics and are 
considered his masterpieces: the Confessions (13 books) and 
The City of God (22 books).

“Confessions” is often called history’s first great autobiography. 
It traces his life from childhood to conversion. Written at age 45, 
he describes his restless youth until he embraced Christianity. 
He wrote these immortal words: “For Thyself has Thou made 
us, O God, and our heart is restless until it rests in Thee.”

His 8th book tells the stirring story of his conversion, wherein he 
“yielded to God’s grace only after a long and painful struggle.” 
Here, Augustine gives opinions on almost every aspect 
of humanity, relationships and sin. His views have greatly 
influenced Christian thinking for generations.

“The City of God” became the first Christian philosophy of 
history, which provided the Middle Ages with not only a political 
theory but also with an ideal -- the meaning of Christianity and 
the function of the Church. Hence, this is considered the most 
influential of his vast writings, which include 113 books, 2000+ 
treatises, 300+ letters and 500+ sermons.

His Teachings. They cover topics like war and peace, 
incarnation and redemption, the Church as the Mystical Body of 
Christ, Sacraments, Charity, etc., which became Christendom’s 
accepted doctrines. Augustine even admits some errors. One 
book, aptly titled “Retractions” is where he corrects his mistakes 
while updating his writings.

His Importance and Greatness. As an architect of Western 
thought, he has left his mark on virtually every aspect of Christian 
doctrine. As one writer put it, “By common assent, St. Augustine is 
considered the greatest of the Fathers and Doctors of the Church, 
surpassed by none in the history of Theology.”

He also founded the Augustinian Order and a community of 
religious women headed by his sister Perpetua. For them, 
he wrote his famous “Rules,” which became the basis for 
the Constitutions of Augustine Friars, Dominicans and other 
religious orders.

Augustine was canonized a Saint and made a Doctor of 
the Church. He is the Patron Saint of brewers, printers and 
theologians. His Feast is celebrated on August 28, the day 
following that of his mother, St. Monica.

Saint Augustine of Hippo: 

Foremost Doctor
of the Church
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Fr. Efren C. Jimenez, OFM - Member
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Javier Luis Gomez - Asst. Editor/Writer
Ramon M. Ong - Asst. Editor
Marie Tycangco - Asst. Editor/Writer
Dennis Montecillo - Asst. Editor/Writer
Aissa Montecillo - Asst. Editor/Writer
Peachy Maramba - Contributor
Lianne Tiu - Contributor
Conchitina Bernardo - Contributor
Jeannie Bitanga - Website Administrator
Alexa Montinota - Asst. Website Administrator
Edward Lu - Art & Design
Colorplus Production Group Corp. - Production

Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center Office
Tel. nos. 8438830-31
Email: ssap_info@yahoo.com
Website: www.ssaparish.com
Website email: webi@ssaparish.com

Parish Pastoral Council 
Edmund Lim, KHS – President
Cristina Teehankee – Vice President
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Secretary

The Church has celebrated Mary’s 
birth since at least the sixth century. A 
September birth was chosen because 
the Eastern Church begins its Church 
year with September. The September 8 
date helped determine the date for the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception on 
December 8.

Scripture does not give an account of 
Mary’s birth. However, the apocryphal 
Protoevangelium of James fills in the 
gap. This work has no historical value, 
but it does reflect the development 
of Christian piety. According to this 
account, Anna and Joachim are 
infertile but pray for a child. They 
receive the promise of a child who will 
advance God’s plan of salvation for the 
world. Such a story, like many biblical 
counterparts, stresses the special 

presence of God in Mary’s life from the 
beginning.

Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth 
with Jesus’ saving work. He tells the 
earth to rejoice and shine forth in the 
light of her birth. “She is the flower of the 
field from whom bloomed the precious 
lily of the valley. Through her birth the 
nature inherited from our first parents is 
changed.” The opening prayer at Mass 
speaks of the birth of Mary’s Son as 
the dawn of our salvation, and asks for 
an increase of peace.

ReFlection
We can see every human birth as a call 
for new hope in the world. The love of 
two human beings has joined with God 
in his creative work. The loving parents 
have shown hope in a world filled with 

travail. The new child has the potential 
to be a channel of God’s love and 
peace to the world.

This is all true in a magnificent way in 
Mary. If Jesus is the perfect expression 
of God’s love, Mary is the foreshadowing 
of that love. If Jesus has brought the 
fullness of salvation, Mary is its dawning.

Birthday celebrations bring happiness 
to the celebrant as well as to family 
and friends. Next to the birth of Jesus, 
Mary’s birth offers the greatest possible 
happiness to the world. Each time we 
celebrate her birth, we can confidently 
hope for an increase of peace in our 
hearts and in the world at large.

w w w.ht tps f ranc iscanmedia .org /
nativity-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary/

The Story of the Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary

 by Fr. Don Miller, OFM
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PaRiSh bulletin

In 1996 after receiving my first Holy 
Communion, I entered into the altar server 
ministry of this Parish. At the time, the 
person helping us along as we learned 
the ropes was Benjie. More than twenty 
years later, he’s around today as part of the 
maintenance staff. I say hi to him when I see 
him- I smile and wave. In a way, he’s been 
a subtle silent part of my life in Santuario 
de San Antonio. Even as the Friars come 
and go, many of the staff remain. We all 
see Bernadette, Alice, Art, and Ate Nora, 
or Kuya Ariel, and all the other staff of the 
parish. They are around and they’ve been 
around; faithfully laying the foundations of 
our parish community.

When I approached Belen to ask for a list of staff, I was 
surprised by how many people there actually are on 
the list. Between the office, maintenance, and security, 
there are over fifty people who work on the grounds 
of San Antonio. It’s embarrassing to admit this- that I 
didn’t even realize how many people are around the 
grounds. Even more painful is the realization that I 
don’t know all of their names- that I can’t put faces to 
the list that Belen handed over to me.

This reminds of a simple but easily forgotten Bible 
verse. In Luke 8:2-3, the Gospel mentions some of the 
women who are traveling with Jesus. It mentions Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna and “many others.” It 
ends with the verse, “These women were helping to 
support them out of their own means.” I like this verse 
because these women are mentioned so little in the 
Bible, especially compared to the apostles like Peter, 
James, and John. And yet they were so essential to 
the ministry of Jesus. Hardly anyone wonders how 
Jesus and his group of disciples could go from town 
to town and preach despite having left behind their 
homes and professions. Without being a bible expert, 

Partners within Our Parish Community
we can guess that this was partly because they were 
supported by these women- these barely mentioned, 
often forgotten, silent heroes of the ministry of Jesus.

That narrative reminds me of the parish workers here. 
To many of us, they are silent and barely remembered. 
But they are key to the ministry of Jesus and they are 
also a part of our parish community. And though the 
Gospel barely mentions these silent followers of Jesus, 
I think we owe it to ourselves to get to know those who 
are a part of our parish community. We may get to know 
their names and faces. We may listen to their stories 
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Partners within Our Parish Community
and hear their hopes and dreams. We 
can understand their spiritual hunger 
and their stories of Faith and parish and 
community. And maybe twenty years 
from now, they’ll continue to be a part of 
our parish community as partners in the 
ministry of Jesus.Time for a break.

Right: SSAP Parish Office Staff

Bottom: SSAP Staff & Maintenance Team  
Building in Botolan
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pARiSH ANNOUNceMeNTS

Come Celebrate the Centenary 
of the First Apparition of

Our Lady of 
Fatima!

Obtain a Plenary Indulgence with the 
usual conditions during the Masses 
from May to October.

Schedule of Masses

Sept. 13, 2017 (Wed.) - 6:00PM Mass 
Oct. 13, 2017 (Fri.) - 6:00PM Mass
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pARiSH ANNOUNceMeNTS

calendar of ministriesfor the week

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
8:00AM - Thrift Shop
4:00PM - CORO, Practice

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
8:00AM - Thrift Shop
8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St. Francis 
Friendship Home

1:00PM - OFS Formation

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
8:00AM - Thrift Shop
8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St. Francis 
Friendship Home

9:00AM - CWL FREE Breakfast and 
Clinic

9:00AM - JPIC Hospital Ministry 
PGH Visitation

2:00PM - Health Care Ministry 
Dancercise “Open to All 
Parishioners”

4:00PM - Marian Cenacle Group 
Prayer Meeting

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
8:00AM - Thrift Shop
8:00AM - Livelihood Program at St. 

Francis Friendship Home
4:00PM - CCD Religion Class

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
8:00AM - Thrift Shop
8:00AM - Livelihood Program at St. 

Francis Friendship Home
9:00AM - Health Care Ministry 

Visitation at Rizal Medical 
Center, Pasig City

2:00PM - Health Care Ministry 

Dancercise “Open to All 
Parishioners”

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
8:00AM - Thrift Shop
8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance 

Program at St. Francis 
Friendship Home

11:00AM - Adoration Chapel 
monthly Mass

7:00PM - Household Help 
Charismatic Prayer Meeting

7:30PM - SYA Payday Prayer Meeting, 
at Adoration Chapel

9:00PM - Tig-Awit Choir Practice

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
8:00AM - Thrift Shop
4:00PM - VOSA Choir
4:00PM - LUKE 18 Prayer Meeting
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