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The True Nature 
of Franciscan 
Community-Building
by Dennis Montecillo

Throughout the month of September, we have focused on 
the Franciscan pastoral orientation for community building. 
The operative thread throughout the month was the word 
“community,” and the various ways that we, as Catholics, 
understand the word. First, we started with the community 
immediately around us: SSAP itself. We were privileged to 
share the lives of the people whom we see (but perhaps 
sometimes spend less time in connecting with than we 
should) on a regular basis.

Second, we radiated outwards to our immediate environs - the 
different geographic communities whom the parish serves. 

Third, through our “Mandated Organizations,” we reached 
out to the Catholic community at large to see how the 
Franciscan pastoral orientation for community building 
aligns itself with Mother Church. In true fashion, it is through 
these Mandated Organizations that we are able to practice 
both obedience as well as subsidiarity.

This week, our outreach culminates in stories of how 
SSAP transforms lives to build & strengthen the Catholic 
Community beyond the boundaries of what we would 
typically call “Mother Church.” 

Bro. Elton Viagedor tells us the powerful story of a family 
whose lives were touched by our “SSAP Cares for Marawi” 
outreach program, and how the initiative has helped them 
recover and cope with the Maute crisis. 

RJ Limpo shares three stories of inmates with drug related 

cases arrested during the Duterte presidency. What struck 
me was his reflection: “As we all know and believe, our 
spiritual journey offers no coincidences. Everything is always 
part of a bigger plan. It is up to us whether we want to accept 
the challenges in our life as a resounding and resonating 
call from our Lord to come to Him...” Indeed.

Mariza del Rosario and Jean Chavez have compiled a series 
of heartwarming testimonials of students who have come 
to Faith via their Scholarship Ministry. I particulary enjoyed 
how they ended their article: “The circle of love and care in 
the community has therefore expanded.”

Few people would argue with the view that we live in a fallen 
world. In this case, the past four weeks serve as a living 
fulfillment of how, by radiating God’s love outwards - first 
starting with those who are around us, then expanding 
beyond what we can see and reach. Then we continue to 
fulfill God’s message to St. Francis over 800 years ago in 
San Damiano when, in a vision, he heard Christ speak to 
him, saying, “Francis, rebuild My Church.” 

Yes, of course, Francis first took Him literally and rebuilt San 
Damiano with his bare hands. But later it became apparent 
to all that the call to rebuild also applied to the universal 
Church, which was then suffering from scandal, avarice and 
outside heresies. Can we not argue that the world we live 
in today bears eerily similar characteristics? And that God 
means for us to define His Church as extending beyond, 
not just the four walls of SSAP, but even the metaphysical 
boundaries of the Catholic Church? In a word – community.
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As we near the Feast of St. Francis, you may feel a little 
warm inside the Church lately. We continue to upgrade 
our air conditioning systems despite minor delays. The 
new air condition units have been tested. We expect 
full functionality by October.

Recently, our Parish has undertaken the installation 
of new elevators in our parish center to improve 
accessibility for our parishioners. We hope to have 
elevators ready for use by next year’s fiesta.

The renovation of our sacristry has commenced. 
Phase 1 has been completed. The sound booth has 
been moved from sacristry. Again, we thank the 
generous donors of this year’s fiesta headed by fiesta 
chairperson Mrs. Bel Poe for making this project 
possible.

As we near October and the end of the current PPC 
Term, our different Parish ministries, mandated orgs, 
and councils have begun their discernment and 
nominations for the leaders of the incoming PPC term. 
We ask for your prayers during this critical period.

Finally, the expansion of Crypt 3 has been officially 
approved by the Development Committee. Plans for 
ground-breaking are at hand.

Thank you for all your continued support and prayers.

Edmund Lim
PPC President

From the Desk of the 
PPC President

Greetings! 
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THROUGH FRANCISCAN 
COMMUNITY BUILDING

Norhaya Camama is a Bakwit, an internally 
displaced person (IDP) from Raya Madaya, 
Marawi City where she used to have a small 
sari-sari store as her family’s small business 
and source of income. She and her family 
is currently one of the beneficiaries of our 
on-going outreach activities which are made 
possible by the “SSAP Cares for Marawi 
Program.” She evacuated and left Marawi a 
day after the war broke out. They were only 
able to bring with them some clothes and 
other necessities. They ended up temporarily 
staying in a garage of a corn mill in Brgy. 
East Poblacion, Balo-i, Lanao del Norte. 
Trucks attached with makeshift plastic 
roofing became their temporary shelter. 
Thirty-one (31) other families from Marawi 
are staying with them in the garage area that 
has been transformed into a mini-evacuation 
center. Norhaya is a mother of five. His 

husband used to sell fish and vegetables in 
the wet market of Marawi City.

In my conversations with her, Norhaya 
lamented about the disruption and 
destruction that the war in Marawi has 
caused into their lives. She fears that their 
house and small sari-sari store is also 
destroyed because they are located near the 
main battle zone. When she first arrived in 
Balo-i, she and her family where at a loss. 
They could not believe what just happened 
and they did not know what to do. She was 
very much worried what will happen to her 
family. It was a depressing moment for her. 
She describes her experience as a moment 
of “utter pain and darkness.” “It is like 
walking and you do not know where to go 
because you cannot see anything,” she said. 
In the face of such reality, Norhaya tried 

her best to remain strong and steadfast. 
The assistance and the help that they have 
received allowed her not to lose hope and to 
see that there is still light even in the midst 
of darkness. As she puts it: “May liwanag 
pa ring nakikita sa panahon ng kadiliman.” 
According to her, the generosity and the 
support that they have experienced from 
people like us, gives them further strength 
and inspiration to continue their journey 
and struggle to restore normalcy to their 
disruptive lives! 

Norhaya with some members of her family helping in the preparation of the food for the on-going  feeding 
program for the IDPs in Ganamato Corn Mill Compound, East Poblacion, Balo-i, Lanao del Norte.

“MAY LIWANAG PARING NAKIKITA SA PANAHON NG KADILIMAN:”

A Bakwit’s Experience of Compassion 
in the Midst of Pain and Suffering

Br. Elton L. Viagedor, OFM
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The following are the stories of Jean 
Paul, Hac and Erickson (not the real 
names), 3 Persons Deprived of Liberty 
(PDLs) who are currently (and hopefully 
temporarily) housed in the Makati City 
Jail. All were caught within the program 
of the government’s campaign against 
illegal drugs. All 3 PDLs are currently 
attending the SSAP - Prison Ministry 
Catechism classes held every Monday 
at 4 pm.

On November 18, 2016, Jean Paul, 
while in Pampanga, was accompanying 
his aunt to buy appliances that they 
were to bring to Manila. After they went 
shopping and had a meal in Jollibee, 
they proceeded to the bus station 
en route to Manila. As they were 
waiting for their bus to arrive, much 
to their surprise, it was the police who 

came and took them to Manila. Upon 
reaching the police station, Jean Paul’s 
aunt was being questioned and linked 
to a high profile drug pusher who is 
currently imprisoned in Bilibid. Jean 
Paul claims he has no knowledge 
of his aunt’s linkages and is likewise 
baffled as to why he is being detained 
for a suspicion that only involves his 
aunt. He just happened to be with her 
during the time she was arrested. Just 
the same, Jean Paul is still thankful 
because as he claims, it is during this 
time that he finds himself closest to 
the Lord. He says that it is only now 
that he got to know more about the life 
St. Augustine as it was shared during 
one of SSAP’s Catechism classes last 
August. He also said that he always 
thought he knew more than others as 
his grandmother is a “magdadasal” 

(one who prays for the dead) and also 
taught him to memorize the “litanya” or 
the litany to Mama Mary. But now he 
is awakened to the reality that there is 
much more to learn about God and the 
saints.
Next is the story of Hac. During one 
fateful night in October, at around 3 p.m. 
while on his way to watch a basketball 
game in Pembo, Makati where he 
resides, Hac was arrested while 
walking on Campupot St. and brought 
to the police station for questioning. 
A few hours later, at 5 pm and 9 pm 
respectively, 2 other bystanders were 
also brought in for questioning. The 
next thing they knew, they were all 
being charged for engaging in a pot 
session which they all allegedly did 
together and were all sent to MCJ. Prior 
to their meeting in the police station, 

Going Beyond Today’s 
Harsh Reality

by RJ Limpo
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Padre Pio (born Francesco Forgione) was 
born in the small town of Pietrelcina, Italy. 
His family was poor, but were rich in Faith 
and in the love of God.  As a young boy, 
Francesco already had shown signs of 
extraordinary gifts of grace. At the age of 
five he dedicated his life to God; he loved 
to go to church and to pray. 

At the age 15, he entered the Novitiate of 
the Capuchin Order of the Friars Minor 
in Morcone, Italy. At the age 25, Padre 
Pio was ordained into the priesthood. The 
celebration of the Holy Mass was the center 
of his spirituality.

His parishioners were so impressed by 
his piety, they began to come to him for 
counsel. Not long after, pilgrims came 
to see him by the thousands, from every 
corner of the world. They even wrote to 
him, after which he would reply to them. 
He would start praying at 2:30am and 
prepare for his Mass, but he hardly ate 
and hardly slept. Yet he could stay for 19 
hours a day, the whole day to pray, hear 
Confessions, do Mass, pray the rosary over 
and over everyday.

He had suffered from poor health since he 
was nine years old. With this suffering, he 
offered all his bodily sufferings to God as 
a sacrifice for the conversion of souls. At 
age 31, he received the markings of Christ’s 
stigmata, and became the first stigmatized 
priest in the history of the Church. With 
resignation and serenity, he bore the wounds 
in his hands, feet and side for fifty years.

God also blessed Padre Pio with many 
spiritual gifts and charisms, such as the gift 
of healing, bilocation, prophecy, miracles, 
discernment of spirits, the ability to abstain 
beyond man’s natural powers from both 
sleep and nourishment, the ability to read 
hearts, the gift of tongues, the gift of 
conversions, the grace to see angelic beings 
in form and the fragrance which emanated 

from his wounds and frequently announced 
his invisible presence.

He died on September 23, 1968 at the age 
of 81. He died with his rosary in his hand 
with his last words being, Gesú, Maria – 
Jesus, Mary – which he repeated over and 
over until his last breath. He had often said, 
“After my death I will do more. My real 
mission will begin after my death.”

Help build Padre Pio’s last dream. Help build the Home 
for the Elderly Priests around the world. This is to be 
built in San Giovanni Rotondo, Italy where Padre Pio 
lived and where his incorrupt body is displayed.

Please drop your donation envelopes on Sept. 30, 2017 
during the veneration at the 6pm Mass.

Your donation will go straight to the Sanctuary of St. Pio 
of Pietrelcina in San Giovanni, Rotondo, Italy.

Thank you for all that 
you do for me and 
those entrusted to 
me. May Jesus repay 
you a hundredfold.”

– St. Pio of Pietrelcina

Hac claims he’s never met the other 2 
accused. Later on, Hac found out that 
the police have to reach a quota that 
the program requires in order to satisfy 
its goals. But today, After 11 months of 
detention, Hac maintains that somehow 
he is glad because while he is in MCJ, 
he is able to pray the rosary more 
during the Catechism classes and is 
getting to know God more through the 
classes.

Last is the story of Erickson. While on 
his way to his cousin’s place in Laperal, 
near Guadalupe, Makati, he too was 
arrested and brought to a padlocked 
house. Moments later a couple more 
strangers were brought to the same 
place after being arrested. As it turns 
out, the padlocked house was on the 
hot list of drug dens and the authorities 
needed to suffice the operation by 
actually apprehending drug users 
who were supposedly caught while 
inside the place. It’s been 8 months 
since Erickson joined the SSAP Prison 
Ministry catechism and he says he is 
grateful for the Word of God that is 
shared by the volunteers as well as 
the prayer time during the classes. He 
says that these Mondays also offer him 
a chance to bond with his friends in the 
class and with the talk givers whom he 
also now considers his friends. 

These are just 3 stories out of the 
hundreds of stories of PDLs now 
detained at the Makati City Jail.  As we 
all know and believe in, our spiritual 
journey offers no coincidences. 
Everything is always part of a bigger 
plan. It is up to us whether we want to 
accept the challenges in our life as a 
resounding and resonating call from 
our Lord to come to Him or if we will 
choose to ignore the challenge.

These 3 PDLs may or may not be 
guilty of the crimes for which they were 
arrested. No one will know for sure. 
However, there is one thing we can be 
sure of -- that the Lord is speaking to 
them through the events of their lives. 
In the same way God speaks to all of 
us as we heed His call for us to be 
volunteers in delivering his Messages 
to the imprisoned.

Padre Pio a Man of  
Prayer and Suffering

May 25, 1887-September 23, 1968

by Angie de Castro
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COMMunitY-SSaP-
SChOlarShiP and the
SSaPariSh 
The Santuario de San Antonio 
Parish Community reaches out 
not only to its parishioners and 
churchgoers, but to many of our less 
privileged brothers and sisters, ever 
mindful in sharing their blessings 
of Time, Talent and Treasure in 
building God’s Church Community.

The SSAP SCHOlarship Program 
was initiated 20 years ago with 12 
scholars. It now has a current roster 
of 52 scholars, having graduated 
over 900. 

Our Parish Priest - our Spiritual 
Adviser, and Pastoral Team work 
to enhance the scholars’ spiritual 
formation, and the parishioners 
provide the needed financial impetus 
and volunteer manpower to keep 
the Program running. The common 
denominator is our commitment, 
love and passion for our Ministry.

the FranCiSCan MODel 
Striving to emulate the Franciscan 
model and example of having Christ 
at the center of our lives, Jesus’s love 
for the Poor, the underprivileged, 
the forgotten, the marginalized, 
the practice of simplicity, humility, 
sharing whatever blessings we may 
have, helps to ground those who 
work in the parish’s many outreach 
programs. St Francis’ Prayer for 
Peace is ours: Lord, make me an 
instrument of your peace…where 
there is despair, hope… where 
there is darkness, light…where 
there is sadness, joy.

COMMunitieS Within the 
larGer COMMunitY 
The circle of love and care in 
the community has therefore 
expanded. From within our homes 
and family communities, our friends 
and neighbors, our parish, and 
other parishes, scholars who have 
graduated practice their professions 
in the greater Manila area, return to 
their provinces or go overseas to 
seek employment. 

real tranSFOrMatiOn
The transformation here is not only 
that of our scholars, but we as co-
workers in the Lord’s vineyard, have 
been transformed.  Our striving 
scholars, in their quest for learning 
and we as their mentors, touch each 
other’s lives as we journey together 
through God’s grace.

true StOrieS OF hOW SSaP 
aSSiStanCe tranSFOrMeD 
Our SChOlarS’ liVeS. 
Our parish scholars share how they 
have been touched. 

Jeffrey Mangoma
adamson university, bS nursing
SSAP -Scholarship is an answer 
prayer back in college (2009), taking 
up Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
requires a lot of money that time. 
I remember not attending some of 
the meetings back then because of 
my review classes or preparation in 
the upcoming board exam, however 
the Scholarship Committee (did) 
understand my conflicts.

It changes my whole life, a kid who 
is just a dreamer but now it takes to 
reality, I was able to help my family 
in paying bills at home. I was able 
to provide good life with my father. 
Currently I’m working here in Saudi 
Arabia as a EMT/ ER nurse in 
ARAMCO facility.

There so many teachings I learned 
in (the Program) , however what 
marks in my mind and heart is to 
give your whole self to others, to the 
community, give your helping hands 
to the needy. I remember doing 
volunteer works in our church – The 
Miraculous Medal Church by doing 
free service in their clinic during 
Sundays.

(An) important lesson I’ve learned 
here is to believe if you have 
dreams.

I’m always thankful and grateful for 
being part of the program… it really 
changed my life and opened my 
heart to do better for the others.

Jamie elcano
ue Caloocan, bS Management 
accounting
SSAP Scholarship… helps 
individuals from unfortunate families 
to finish their education, …molds 
individuals into a better person, 
…a responsible individual… family 
member… member of a community 
…who (has) goals in life and of 
course as a child of God. I am 
very grateful for being part of this 
scholarship program.

Sherly tolentino
national teachers College, bS 
education
The SSAP- SCHOlarship Program 
turn(ed) my dreams into a REALITY. 
I owe them all the achievements I 
have. Minsan naiisip ko kung (wala 
ito) ano na kayang narating I am a 
TEACHER, and the SCHOlarship 
SSAP plays a big part of this 
profession I chose and rest assured 
the VIRTUE of a true Christian that 
you have planted within me would be 
taken into words, actions and heart

april Garcia
Philippine normal university, bS 
education 
 It helps me become a better version 
of myself. It strengthens my faith in 
God. Because of this scholarship, I 
am who I am now and I am where I 
want to be!

angelina Javien
Punlaan School, Food & 
beverages Preparation
SSAP-SCHOlarship  helped me to 
be a better person, attitude wise 
and financially wise.

Jocelyn tecson
Our lady of Guadalupe, 
Caregiving

It helps me a lot po lalong lalo na po 
ang Time and Money Management 
(workshops) and also spiritually 
lalo na yung: “Don’t ever give up!” 
Salamat po Santuario de San Antonio 
Parish Scholarship Program.

Jeany arcadio
lyceum of the Philippines 
university, bS education
SSAP-SCHOlarship Program 
became my bridge through my 
dreams. I owe to it everything that 
I have accomplished right now in 
my life. It helps not just financially 
but also spritually. Through this, 
I am able to finish college which 
was difficult for my parents to 
support. This program changes me 
from being no one into someone. 
It allowed me to be the best that I 
am right now. I am very proud and 
thankful that I became as one of 
your chosen scholar(s).

rose Delicana
rizal technological university, 
bS banking & Finance
Being (an) SSAP scholar was one 
of the most wonderful things (that) 
happened to me! It comes in one full 
complete package which helps you 
to become the person you wanted 
to be!Thank you so very much to all 
the Mentors and Benefactors of this 
Program. May our Dear Lord God 
Bless Us All!!

alex Valencia
university of Makati, bS Graphic 
artist
SSAP-SCHOlarship gives me the 
courage and a new perspective 
in life…helps me to mold my 
personality and give me hope to 
continue pursuing my goals in life. 
All that I attained now in life are 
nothing without the help of this.

Enhancing The Nation Through Franciscan Community Building

SChOlarShiP MiniStrY: true StOrieS OF (hOW) 
SSaP aSSiStanCe tranSFOrMeD their liVeS

by Mariza V. del Rosario / Jean Chavez
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pARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Triduum Mass
Oct. 1-3, 2017 • 6PM, Main Church

St. Francis of Assisi
Oct. 4, 2017 • 6PM, Main Church

SSAP 
Padre Pio 
Mass Sept. 30, 2017 - 6PM

Help build Padre Pio’s last dream. Help build the 
Home for the Elderly Priests around the world. This 
is to be built in San Giovanni Rotondo, Italy where 
Padre Pio lived and where his incorrupt body is 
displayed.

Please drop your donation envelopes on Sept. 30, 
2017 during the veneration at the 6pm Mass.

Your donation will go straight to the Sanctuary of St. 
Pio of Pietrelcina in San Giovanni, Rotondo, Italy.

Thank you for all that you do for me and 
those entrusted to me. May Jesus repay 
you a hundredfold.”

– St. Pio of Pietrelcina

* Please bring your pets on Oct. 4, 2017 (10AM and 4PM) at the Quadrangle for a special blessing.
** Envelopes for petitions and donations are available at the Church racks.

Veneration immediately follows after the final blessing.

Mass in honor of the Feast of 
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