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“Can I take a selfie with you?” This is the scenario when people 
discover or initially meet the mother of a famous basketball 
player/TV personality. Oftentimes she is also introduced as 
the “mother of (name of the celebrity).” Similar experiences 
happen to mothers of popular or successful figures due to 
people’s admiration for their child.

Does the attention given to these mothers take away the 
honor of their celebrity child? No, but our separated brethren, 
who criticize Catholics for giving importance to Mary, do not 
understand this.

It is because of Jesus that Mary gains respect and special 
attention. And why should she be given more importance than 
any other mothers of significant figures in history? Mary is 
unique because her son is God. Jesus is not the same level 
as Mahatma Gandhi, Pope John Paul II, or John the Baptist 
(whom Jesus described as the greatest man ever born of a 
woman). Jesus is God, and Mary is the Mother of God.

The key to understanding Mary is this: we do not start with 
Mary. We start with Jesus, the Son of God. The more we think 
of Him, the more we think of her. The more we adore Him, the 
more we venerate her. It is because Jesus is so different from 
other sons that we set His mother apart from all mothers. We 
did not make her different; we found her different. We did 
not choose Mary; Jesus did. And we honor her just as Jesus 
honors his mother. We adore her because Christ gave her to 
us as our mother when He redeemed us.

We love Jesus, and we cannot help but love Mary who is His 
mother and our mother.

(Reference: “The World’s First Love” by Fulton J. Sheen)
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Mama Mary: Mother of Creation

In the silence of Centering 
Prayer, one ponders the 
topic of Our Lady and 
creation. Suddenly, St. 
Francis’ Cancticle of the 
Sun, comes to mind.

“Praised be my Lord for our 
mother the Earth, which 
sustains us and keeps us, 
and yields diverse fruits, and 
flowers of many colors, and 
grass.”

All that speak of creation, 
always refer to Mother 
Earth... female. Probably 
because symbolically life 
springs from woman. This 
is why, on this month of 
October dedicated to the 
Rosary and Our Blessed 
Mother, we contemplate on 
Mary and creation. In the 
quiet of a room, it all comes 
together. Pope Francis 
encapsulated it into an 
Encyclical.

LAUDATO SI’
Paragraph 241 of the 
Encyclical, on “the care of 
our common home,” which is entitled 
“Queen of All Creation,” in obvious 
reference to the Blessed Virgin, reads: 
“Mary, the Mother who cared for Jesus, 
now cares with maternal affection and 
pain for this wounded world. Just as 
her pierced heart mourned the death 
of Jesus, so now she grieves for the 
sufferings of the crucified poor and for 
the creatures of this world laid waste by 
human power. Completely transfigured, 
she now lives with Jesus.”

The Encyclical is a worthy read. The 
Pope minces no words. We, the human 
race, are largely responsible for the 
degradation in our environment. How 
then does all this tie in with Mary?

Mary, Mother of Creation has the 
transforming touch to heal this groaning, 
tattered world and bring us back to 
sustainability. It is through instilling 
a change in values, a diminution of 
greed, and a tempering of the lust for 
power. Most of us are not in a position 
to actually address the ills. There is 

however, inside everyone, 
a formidable power source, 
called prayer. This can be 
brought forth, in unison and 
determination, through Our 
Lady, to God who weaves 
untold miracles!

Perhaps we, in the praying 
ministries, should attest 
more as to how we see 
God in the morning dew 
drops reflecting the sun, 
hear Him in the chirping of 
birds, we taste Him in the 
salty sea mist, we see Him 
on starry nights and feel Him 
in the breeze that caresses 
the face. Unspoiled nature 
speaks of the Divine.

Simplistic as this may seem, 
it is a call to Faith, which is 
never easy. Be reminded 
that Jesus said “Nothing 
will be impossible with 
God” (Luke: 1:37 ) Prayer is 
always simple .

For us at the Contemplative 
Outreach Philippines, it 
means praying more while 

holding on to the promise that no prayer 
goes unanswered. In a whisper, we 
speak our prayer word, thoughts gently 
brushed away.  In stillness, we wait. In 
Silence, we hear God’s whisper.

Contemplative Outreach Philippines 
Santuario de San Antonio Support 
Group meets Every Monday 10-12 pm 
at the St. Elizabeth Room to practice 
Centering Prayer.

Visit us at : http://www.cophil.org

A Taste of Silence

Mary, the Mother of Creation 
by Conchitina S. Bernardo 

Icon of Inang Likha - Mother of all Creation made by Brother Jaazeal Jakosalem, 
Filipino iconographer. Image shows Asian features with Filipino script on the side.



October 15, 2017

3

Santuario de San Antonio Pastoral Team
Fr. Baltazar A. Obico, OFM - Guardian
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM - Vicar Provincial, Parish 
Priest
Fr. Judee Mar Maquinad, OFM - Bursar
Fr. Jesus E. Galindo, OFM - Member
Fr. Efren C. Jimenez, OFM - Member

RDIP - PB Editorial Team & General Informatio
Suzette H. Gatmaitan - Head, RDIP-PB/Editor-in-Chief
Javier Luis Gomez - Asst. Editor/Writer
Ramon M. Ong - Asst. Editor
Marie Tycangco - Asst. Editor/Writer
Dennis Montecillo - Asst. Editor/Writer
Aissa Montecillo - Asst. Editor/Writer
Peachy Maramba - Contributor
Lianne Tiu - Contributor
Conchitina Bernardo - Contributor
Jeannie Bitanga - Website Administrator
Alexa Montinota - Asst. Website Administrator
Edward Lu - Art & Design
Colorplus Production Group Corp. - Production

Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center Office
Tel. nos. 8438830-31
Email: ssap_info@yahoo.com
Website: www.ssaparish.com
Website email: webi@ssaparish.com

Parish Pastoral Council 
Edmund Lim, KHS – President
Cristina Teehankee – Vice President
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Secretary

Mama Mary: Mother of Creation

My devotion to Mama Mary began when 
I was a child. My mama would ask us to 
pray the rosary on the way home from 
school. Every month of May, she would 
ask us to dress up and recite the rosary 
in the afternoon with the priest in our 
old village. When we moved to San 
Francisco, as a teenager, mama would 
continue to ask me to recite the rosary 
with her. Now, as a wife and mother, I 
religiously pray the rosary with and for 
my family. 

When my Tita Vick got diagnosed with 
breast cancer in 2012, we prayed 2000 
Hail Mary’s for her healing. By the 
grace of God, through the intercession 
of the Virgin Mary she is now free from 
cancer. 

When I was 20 years old I was in a 
very fatal accident that killed 3 of my 
companions. That night I was wearing 
around my neck, a gold scapular that 
was given to me by my papa. Weeks 
after my accident I woke up with 
rosaries tied around my left wrist and a 

scapular tied around my right wrist. My 
doctors asked me if I remember seeing 
a very bright light. My family would later 
tell me how I flatlined in the ICU. My life 
is an answered prayer to my family and 
friends.

There are so many more miracles that 
have happenedv in our family. Looking 
back on my life now I realize that Mama 
Mary was and is always next to me, 
beside me, around me. 

My Devotion to Mama Mary
by Caron Macasaet

When my Tita Vick got 
diagnosed with breast 

cancer in 2012, we prayed 
2000 Hail Mary’s for her 
healing and by the grace 

of God, through the 
intercession of the Virgin 

Mary she is now free 
from cancer.
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Mama Mary: Mother of Creation

With Love
from  Lourdes 

by Rosy Adriano

I’ve been fortunate to visit the Sanctuary of Our 
Lady of Lourdes in France several times already. 
The first time was when I was sixteen years old, 
and getting ready to apply for college. The second 
time was after my college graduation, when I was 
looking for employment. My latest trip was March 
of this year, when I was contemplating on whether 
I should pursue my career or focus on my business 
full time. It seems like everytime my life is at a 
crossroad, I find myself in Lourdes. 

My visit starts off by going to the grotto, where Mama 
Mary appeared to St. Bernadette, to pray the holy 
rosary. Next, I’ll go to the holy bath to experience 
the healing water of Lourdes. The rest of the day 
I’ll do activties such as praying in the Adoration 
Chapel, going to confession, hearing Mass, and 
collecting Lourdes water as souvenir. If I visit during 
springtime, I will end my day with the night rosary 
procession. However, no matter what season I go 
there, I make it a point to do the uphill Stations 
of the Cross. As I climb up the mountain while 
contemplating on the passion and death of Christ, I 
feel that I am one with nature and feel God’s love all 
around the place. 

I wish I could give a specific example of an answered 
prayer, but looking back it seems that my prayers 
are not granted immediately. Instead, my devotion 
gives me strength to overcome the trials I face 
while attempting to reach the goals I seek. When in 
doubt, I pray to Mama Mary to remind me how I felt 
when I was in Lourdes, the feeling that as long as 
I have Faith, everything will fall into place in God’s 
perfect time.
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Mama Mary: Mother of Creation

Every two years, my sisters and I plan 
out a big trip abroad - something that 
requires meticulous planning, decisions, 
agreements and arrangements - all 
mental chores which I avoided this last 
trip, in exchange for being the designated 
driver for the entire trip. When the big 
ticket items were thrown into what 
would be our first cross-country road 
trip in Spain, the Barcelona Open with 
Nadal was the major opener. This time, 
I piped in to say that the trip ender had 
to be a pilgrimage to Fatima on its 100th 
anniversary.

Now some things you plan ahead for, but 
some things are just larger than you - 
delightful and serendipitous.  A week before 
our departure I attended a birthday dinner 
for friends, and was handed a manual of 

A Drive Towards Fatima
by Marly Laraya

October 15, 2017

the “33 Days to Morning Glory”, 
a daily personal recollection 
journey to Marian consecration. 
I did the math and realized, 
mouth agape, that we would 
be hitting Marian soil in Fatima 
on the 33rd day! I threw myself 
into this daily recollection and 
alongside Sagrada Familia and 
Gaudi I learned about St Louis 
de Montfort. On the beaches 
of Malaga and Marbella I 
encountered the greatness of 
St Maximillian Kolbe. 
Along the orchards 
of Valencia and the 
castles of Alhambra 
I learned of the 
secrets of Blessed 
Mother Teresa of 

Calcutta. And as we hit surreal Seville 
during the Feria de Abril, I read about the 
true strength behind the Blessed Pope 
John Paul II. As the country was unfolding 
before us, so were my heart and mind, in 
preparation for a profound encounter with 
Our Lady of Fatima.

Fatima hit us with its simplicity and 
fullness found in the countless numbers 
of pilgrims who find their way there. In the 
evening rosaries of a hundred languages 
and the candle lit processions, my sisters 

and I carry with us the wonder and 
peace of the Pentecost that we 
encountered in Fatima. Having 
this greater awareness of Our 
Lady’s message, we count 
ourselves as directed allies in 
prayer, faith and love.
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Mama Mary: Mother of Creation

My devotion to Mama Mary started when I realized that I 
was approaching a milestone in my life. I was turning 30 
in a few months and I was at a crossroads. I was single, 
in between jobs, and entertaining the idea of becoming an 
entrepreneur. 

I thought of doing the Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help for nine consecutive Wednesdays at Baclaran. 

My first Wednesday was an experience I will never forget. 
I witnessed devotees kneeling from the entrance to the 
image of Mama Mary in front, devotees lighting candles 
for their intentions and devotees knocking at Mama Mary’s 
image. As I observed them, I felt that they were facing 
bigger problems than mine such as poverty, sickness, 
unemployment, etc. 

I talked to some devotees who then shared how powerful 
Mama Mary has been in helping them and that they have 
been doing this for a long time. It motivated me to finish the 
nine Wednesdays. I looked forward to Wednesdays and 

made sure to catch the 4pm Novena prayer. 

I was already on my 8th Wednesday when I started to see 
positive changes in my life. My cleaning business was 
getting more clients; I got leads for my upcoming new 
business venture; I began to see and appreciate the little 
things in my everyday life such as the good health and 
safety of my family and the love and care from family and 
friends. I was also invited to join a Faith community, which 
meets every other week, where we have topics that focus 
on Mama Mary, life of Jesus and the different saints. I know 
that in all this, it was Mama Mary working her miracles. 

This is the first Novena that I completed on my own and 
even after the nine Wednesdays, I continue to make time 
every Wednesday to go to Baclaran as my devotion to 
Mama Mary.

I believe that being asked by the parish to write about 
Mama Mary is her unique way of using me to let people 
know of her faithfulness to all her devotees. 

Wednesdays with Mama Mary
at baclaran by Katrina Pacheco
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Mama Mary: Mother of Creation

Ever since I was a child, I would hear the words “pray 
for WORLD PEACE and CONVERSION OF SINNERS” 
(especially during block rosary activities). This prayer, 
although simple and straightforward, felt to me honestly like 
it was a far-fetched idea. Much like a politically “safe” prayer 
(if there is even such a thing). As a child, I quickly shelved 
it as what I would consider “generic prayer”. I mean, world 
peace? How could I possibly contribute to world peace? 
Then conversion of sinners? I imagined, how could I possibly 
reach out to all the sinners in the world and ask them to 
convert? But just the same I would oblige and pray that as 
part of the litany of prayers without really understanding its 
importance or impact. 

Pure Love for Mama Mary
by RJ Limpo

It was only last July when the talks on Fatima were given 
here in SSAP where all these repetitive prayers as a child 
made sense and my life has never been the same since! 

Mama Mary has gifted us with many apparitions. While 
each apparition sends a strong message of conversion and 
devotion (as most apparitions become spiritual pilgrimage 
sites like Guadalupe, Lourdes, Medjugorje, etc.), the 
apparitions at Fatima are particularly important to us.  Look 
closely at the requests of Mama Mary, which include, “world 
peace” via the consecration of Russia (to avert WW1 and 
then WW2) and conversion of sinners through personal 
consecration to her. By “sinners” Mama Mary meant, us -- 
you and me -- and all the rest of the sinners of today. This 
plea is urgent as she reveals to Lucia, Jacinta and Francesco 
that Hell is real and that it is most painful for her to see souls 
end up in Hell due to man’s failure to avoid sin.

So how are we to consecrate ourselves to Mama Mary? 
Today, we are blessed to learn about the “33 days to Morning 
Glory” which is a prayer / meditation guide to consecrating 
ourselves to Mama Mary. 

When I attended the talk in SSAP, I did not foresee a journey 
to consecrate myself to Mama Mary. But learning about it 
I was very eager to go through it.  After this experience, 
I cannot describe my amazing journey towards getting to 
know Mama Mary more. I can only say that you will fall in 
love with our dear Mother, much like my friends and I did 
when we experienced the 33 days to Morning Glory. 

None of our saints had planned on becoming saints from the 
beginning of their lives. It was only through their constant 
and conscious decision to do what is right and pleasing to 
the Lord that led them to sainthood. Not even at the point of 
their death was there certainty for each of them to become 
a saint. 33 Days to Morning Glory is a great platform to get 
started on this journey to harnessing a more intense and 
pure love for Mama Mary and Our Lord.
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