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The Paradox of Kingship
by Javier Luis Gomez

There’s delicious irony when we say that Christ is King. I 
think that as the centuries march on, we’ve lost a sense of 
how strange it sounds when we say that Christ is our King. 
There are countries to this day where royalty still exists, 
and people still have a sense of pride when they see 
their kings and queens in public. And so it is laughable to 
imagine the early Christians- people like Saints Peter and 
Paul, preaching the Gospel and proclaiming to everyone, 
“Yes, our King was killed. He was hung on a cross. But that 
is what makes Him the greatest King of all.” By any worldly 
standard, Jesus is a kind of foolish King. 

It’s something that made little sense back then, and it still 
continuous to baffle the world today. But it’s right there for 
us to see, it hasn’t changed throughout history. To be a 

Christian king is not about honor, prestige, or exaltation. 
Jesus has set the example, and He reminds us constantly 
that to be a Christian leader is about humility, anonymity, 
being neglected and even unknown. As He said, “Those 
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.” (Matt 23:12)

And this year, SSAP also welcomes new members to 
the Parish Council. We thank outgoing members for their 
outstanding performance and for their embodiment of 
the words “selfless service.” And as we transition to new 
leaders, we pray for our leaders and for ourselves, that 
we may all continue to grow and reform ourselves in the 
image of Christ the true King.
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Franciscan Pastoral Orientation for Community-Building:
From Observer to an Active Participant

Back in 2015. I was tasked to co-head the Prison Ministry. 
Before I was called to serve there, I didn’t really consider 
myself very active in the Parish, and the Prison Ministry 
felt like one of the more unattractive ministries for me. 
When I used to visit, I had the impression that these 
people are supposed to be able to help themselves. They 
are adults, therefore mature, and responsible.  

When I started to serve, my prayer was to be an effective 
leader, to teach, and be a good Christian example.  I 
hoped that I would be able to touch their hearts in simple 
ways. Sometimes we do Catechism classes for them, give 
them simple gifts to make their lives a little easier. Once 
in a while, we’ll organize contests for them. But the whole 
experience can be routinary.

In the midst of this routinary grind, I was struck by 
something Pope Francis said- “If you want to find God, 
seek Him where He is hidden:  in the neediest, the sick, 
the hungry, the imprisoned.” I didn’t think it would happen, 
but it happened in the Ministry for me.

On December 23, 2016, we started preparing over 
2,300 gift packs at around 3 pm, but we only finished on 
December 24 at 6 am. We stayed up all night and got no 
sleep.  I did not know how I would be able to show up with 
a cheerful spirit for the Prison Noche Buena & Gift Giving.  

But that morning, volunteers started arriving at San 
Antonio to augment our efforts. Everyone gathered 
around, prayed and started loading all the goods in the 
jeepneys.  I could feel myself being moved seeing how 
selfless these volunteers were. When we arrived in Taguig 
City Jail and saw all the inmates excited to see us, I felt 
even more moved. 

The whole scene started to affect me, and tears just 
started falling and I couldn’t really understand why. I knew 
though at that moment that I was indescribably happy 
inside.  I felt God’s presence at that very moment, and 
I understood what Pope Francis said very deeply. These 
people could not spend Christmas with their families, but I 
was moved to know that my sacrifice made me their family 
for that one day.  It was such Joy!

How things have changed since I found God through the 
joy in service of the Prison Ministry.  In the ordinary things 
that I do for the ministry, I put a lot of love in it—which is 
just what these people need most.

Inspired by St. Therese of Lisieux and with my experience 
of joy service, I will continue to serve and share the Prison 
Ministry by doing ordinary things with extraordinary love—
it is where we find God.

Entering into God’s Presence
by Teng Jorolan
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Franciscan Pastoral Orientation for Community-Building:
From Observer to an Active Participant

Back in 2012, after years of non-
involvement in religious or social 
organizations, I was invited to attend 
the Single Young Adult (SYA) weekend 
retreat. I was welcomed into a faith 
community filled with love, hope, and 
joy. Since then, I embraced every 
opportunity for parish involvement 
to deepen my faith and to share 
my blessings. I opened myself to 
others and built more meaningful 
relationships. Little did I know that the 
small steps towards discovering more 
about my faith and myself would lead 
to surprises, a greater calling.

My life has changed since. Going to 
Mass is no longer just an obligation 
being fulfilled, but a celebration I look 
forward to. Contributing money or 
goods for outreach activities no longer 
felt sufficient for an abled person 
like myself, but rather I found more 
meaning in spending time with those 
in need, emotionally and spiritually. 
As my thirst to know more about my 
faith was slowly being quenched, 

A Servant’s Dream
by Marie Tycangco, PPC Secretary

the desire to share it with others was 
intensified, that keeping what I learn 
to myself became uncomfortable. On 
this journey, I realized that in spite of 
life’s imperfections, I have so much to 
give. The outflow of love that I desire to 
share is nothing compared to the inflow 
of blessings and graces I receive each 
day. I hope that in my own little way, I 
am able to bring blessing also to those 
I serve.

As I take on a new role in the 
parish, I hope to impart the same 
experience with all of you. I wish to 
grow our community from being just a 
community of believers to a community 
of active participants. My dream is for 
all parishioners to take part in the many 
parish activities carefully planned by 
the various ministries made available 
to us. If what you are looking for is 
spiritual growth, outlets for outreach 
activities, enriching your family life, 
or a venue for you or your children to 
serve, we welcome you into our parish 
ministries with open arms. 
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Franciscan Pastoral Orientation for Community-Building:
From Observer to an Active Participant

My family became a resident of Dasmariñas Village in 
October 1969. We were simply regular churchgoers. At some 
point, I wanted to be active but was shy and reluctant and 
eventually became preoccupied with school and thereafter, 
with my career and with raising my own family.

God works in mysterious yet wonderful ways. “Sometimes 
we have to be emptied to be able to receive God’s gifts and 
graces.”

1996 was a difficult year for my husband Ricky and me. We 
lost our hard-earned “dream house”.  Ricky also encountered 
challenges in work and decided to resign and go on his own. 
In August 1996, we lost our third baby when I contracted 
typhoid fever during my fourth month of pregnancy. 

As I lay in pain waiting for almost 18 hours for our deceased 
baby to be delivered, I prayed and asked God’s forgiveness 
for all my shortcomings. I prayed for healing and deliverance 
from my ordeal. I promised to make amends by living a 
better and meaningful life. 

After recovering, I started attending a Bible Study Group in 
the parish. I met Tita Amelita Guevara who invited me to join 
the Coro de San Antonio. In 1997, I also joined the Lectors 

and Commentators (LeCom) Ministry. 

I always prefer to be in the background and being a ministry 
member is enough. But God has His surprises. In 2007, after 
much reluctance, discernment and prayer, I accepted the call 
to servant leadership to handle the LeCom Ministry. After my 
short stint as LeCom head, I vowed never to be a ministry 
head again because of the demands and challenges of the 
position coupled with pressing family matters. 

Through the years, I was happy to serve as a regular lector/
commentator and to assist during some SSAP special 
events. But God has His persistent ways in beckoning me to 
go beyond my comfort zone. For the current and incoming 
term, stewardship of the Worship Ministry was entrusted to 
me. Likewise, for the first time and as another surprise, I was 
elected Vice President of the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 
for the incoming term. 

I am humbled by the trust and confidence accorded to me 
by the Parish Priest and PPC. I hope and pray that I can do 
justice to what has been entrusted to me. I can only offer to 
do my best and I draw strength and inspiration from Divine 
Providence and Guidance and from the invaluable love and 
support from family and friends.

FROM OBSERVER TO ACTIVE PARTICIPANT
by Girlie Sison, PPC Vice President
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Franciscan Pastoral Orientation for Community-Building:
From Observer to an Active Participant

Born to a 2nd generation Filipino-Chinese family, I was baptized 
as a Catholic when I was one year old--it is probably the “usual” 
thing if one is born in the Philippines. My parents then sent me 
to a Catholic school--it was probably one of the better schools 
at that time. I should also point out that my parents aren’t really 
Catholic. They are actually Buddhists in faith. 

More than half of my life I’ve been a nominal Catholic. Going 
to the Buddhist temple on Sundays was my family’s priority. I 
only got to go to Mass in school when it was a First Friday. But 
God works in mysterious ways. Years down the road, after 
getting married, as I was going through many challenges in 
my life, my wife and I somehow found ourselves praying in 
a church. And from there, my life was changed. We were 
invited to pray the rosary before the weekday 6pm Masses. 
We joined and eventually we had designated days of prayer. 
I thought that as a Catholic, I was active.

As the months went by, I was probably noticed as a “regular” 
and so I was invited to serve as an Extraordinary Minister. I 
had no hesitation at that time. I joined the Formation, started 
serving during the Sunday, and even weekday Masses as 
a Lay Minister. I was also invited to serve as a Lector and 
Commentator after a while. Now I am serving in 2 ministries! 
And for years I faithfully served in both ministries. I thought 

I was active. 

About 6 years ago, I was assigned to head the Men of the 
Sacred Heart. And I served for 4 years as head. This while 
still serving both as Extraordinary Minister and Lector. And in 
the last 2 years, I headed the Extraordinary Ministers. I took 
care of the formations, schedules, the assignments during high 
Masses, and other parish activities. I thought I was active. 

During the past 15 years I was dedicated to my service to 
the Parish. It didn’t really feel like a burden as I was doing 
my service for the Lord. And at every level, I graduated 
from being passive to being active as more and more 
responsibilities came. 

Then 3 weeks ago, I had the shock of my life! The Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) believed that I could oversee all 
parish matters, and they elected me as Parish Pastoral 
Council (PPC) President. I don’t even know what my 
responsibilities are, much less where to start!  I just don’t 
know how to say “no” to the call. Hopefully, with all your 
prayers and support, we can enjoy the ride together as we 
grow in our Faith in the coming years. 

And I thought I was active! 

Growing from Passivity to Activity
by Jun Rodriguez, PPC President
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 PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

CRYPT 3, ANNEX
1,480 niches

Now LEASING!

Nov. 27, 2017 - Dec. 29, 2017
exclusively for residents of Forbes Park,
Dasmarinas Village & Urdaneta Village

January 2018 - open for all

* Strictly no reservations allowed
* Maximum of 30 transactions per day

For details, please visit the Parish Office.
Business hours: 9:30am - 12noon; 2:00pm - 5:00pm
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 PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

HEALING MASS
First Friday December 1, 2017 • 3PM

Ground Floor, Parish Center

With Father Robert Manansala
December 9 from 9am to 12nn | Parish Center



lease / sale
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

tels.: 8130875 – 8672227 Cell (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL.,

MaKati City

“There is nothing more beautiful than to be 
surprised by the Gospel, ...” Pope Benedict XVI


