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The common theme -- of  all the articles you will read in this 
edition of the Parish Bulletin -- revolves around the concept 
of Franciscan community-building. But before we can build 
a community, we must first understand and define the word 
“community” itself.

It is easy to see the link between “community” and 
“communion.” The first points us to the aggrupation, 
while the second describes the relationship between the 
participants. Fr. Jesus Galindo talks about the broader 
definition of community to include all “three” Churches – 
Militant; Suffering; and Triumphant – and how they all came 
to be part of this community of believers – this mystical 
body of Christ.  

Letty Lopez relates a story of a friend with a large family 
who found “the common knot that tied up her ‘dirty dozen’ 
into a pretty bow.” Her strong conventional Faith, in her own 
way, kept the family together and on the path to sainthood.

Jill Roy relates her life-changing experience in joining our 
Church’s youth group – Antioch. The most striking statement 
from her testimony is when she writes “in all honesty, I didn’t 
care about the Faith aspect of it, I just wanted to see my 
friends.” Isn’t this what our Faith is all about?

If there is one piece of advice that I can give to Jill, it is to 
make an effort to stay connected with her Christian friends 
no matter what happens. There are many reasons why our 
Faith has been likened to fire; an appropriate extended 
metaphor is that of a pile of embers. Imagine, for a moment, 
a campfire with these embers glowing red hot. Once one 
ember is separated from the rest, what happens? It cools 
off. Don’t let that happen to you.

Helene Uy’s testimony of how her community – the Single 
Young Adults (SYA) – became a powerful source of comfort 
that carried her through a very difficult time.  In her words, 
“Joining the SYA community, I became part of a Faith 
family... the prayer meetings and birthday Masses gave me 
a rhythm, just like celebrating birthdays and other special 
occasions with family members.” Community, indeed.

Let me leave you with a big Greek word that sums it all up: 
Koinonia (koy-nohn-eé-ah). It is a transliterated form of the 
Greek word, κοινωνία, which means Christian fellowship 
or communion, with God or, more commonly, with fellow 
Christians. This is the most existential evidence of our 
Faith. Without it, one could argue, our Faith is empty. As 
Fr. Galindo stresses, a “lone Christian” is a contradiction 
in terms. 

Koinonia
by Dennis Montecillo
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Pastoral Implications of the 
Communion of Saints 

by Dennis Montecillo

It can’t possibly be a coincidence that All Saints’ Day falls 
right at the beginning of this month’s Parish Bulletin theme 
centering on Community Building. In focusing on the sub-
theme “From Unchurched to Churched,” I interviewed Fr. 
Jesus Galindo to get his perspective.

Fr. Jesus began by reminding me of the 9th article of the 
Apostles’ Creed, i.e., “I believe in the communion of saints.” 
On the surface the statement sounds innocuous, but more 
thoughtful analysis begs two questions in reverse order: 
what do we mean by “saints?” And what exactly do we mean 
by “communion?” 

According to Fr. Jesus, the common misunderstanding of 
the former often lies in confusing “Saints” with “saints,” for 
former referring to those canonized by the Catholic Church 
and the latter to – well, all of us. Even a cursory Google 
image church of “communion of saints” brings up artwork of 
the saints in heaven!

Actually, St. Paul uses the term in various places in his letters, 
e.g., in Acts when he refers to “the saints in Ephesus.” In 
short, “saints” refers to all of us who believe in Christ – those 

of us on earth (Church Militant); those in Purgatory (Church 
Suffering); and those in Heaven (Church Triumphant).

“There is a bond (a communion, if you will) that unites all of 
us – a bond of faith and love,” says Fr. Jesus.

What about the word “communion?” This is a loaded word 
that means far more than most think. Fr. Jesus notes that 
the term refers to the relationship between ALL believers: 
Militant, Suffering, and Triumphant. It is the nature of 
Christians to belong to a community. After all, we are 
baptized into a community of believers into the mystical 
body of Christ.

The implication of the broad definition extends downwards 
as well as upwards – communion is as much what it is not 
as what it is. Used in this context, Fr. Jesus stresses that a 
“lone Christian” is a contradiction in terms. 

Stated differently, a personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
is probably a necessary, but insufficient mark of a true 
Christian. It is community that completes us.
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In a world where technology 
dominates our everyday lives, the word 
“connectedness” may have a different 
meaning, than a “state of connection.” 
Rather than allowing people to be 
in connection with one another, 
technology has instead caused 
“isolation.” Anywhere we go these 
days we encounter people immersed 
in their tablets or cell phones. They 
are oblivious to their surroundings and 
often times not bothering to stop and 
look around them even when they are 
walking. They may be connected but in 
truth they are alone. To them being in 
control becomes more important. They 
tend to live very structured lives where 
they compartmentalize their lives 
running on a predetermined schedule. 
Even church and prayer become 
activities of minor importance.
 
On the other hand to be Franciscan 
is to be called to community. We are 

called to “preach the Gospel always 
and when necessary use words”. As 
such we are Church living out the 
Gospel story. Theologian John Colwell 
in his book “Living the Christian Story”, 
posits the following:

The Gospel story... defines the life of the 
Christian and the life of the Church, while 
the life of the Church and the life of the 
Christian is, correspondingly, a retelling 
and reinterpreting of that Gospel story. 
The world has no access to the Gospel 
story other than as it is narrated in the 
life, worship, and proclamation of the 
Church... Through its service and being 
as witness, the Church is a rendering of 
the Gospel to the world.

Though we are composed of many 
different parts, each one makes up 
the body of Christ, the Church. We 
recognize that each one is different, 
each bringing the gifts and charisms 

given by the Spirit for the building up 
of that body. 

For the past several years, that vision 
has been lived out in the St Francis 
Friendship Home. There, with the 
participation of 10 families, we live out 
the call to community. Every week, 
Secular Franciscans meet with the 
families in prayer, Bible sharing and 
breaking bread. From that gathering 
a monthly Mass is celebrated every 
first Friday. Livelihood projects have 
also come out of this partnership. Most 
important is the growth of the Faith 
community. As John Colwell states, 
and so I pray that through our service 
and being as witness, that our Church 
become a rendering of the Gospel to 
the world.

CALLED TO COMMUNITY
by Luis Rivilla
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I was 16 when I started going to Church activities 
regularly, and it was the most life-changing 
decision I ever made. At about the same time, I 
joined Antioch (SSAP’s youth group) when I was 
a junior in high school; I had made some friends 
who were already in Antioch, and I knew that if 
I also joined then I’d have a good excuse to go 
see them every week. In all honesty, I didn’t care 
about the Faith aspect of it; I just wanted to see 
my friends. Since I was already going to a Catholic 
school and had the same religious upbringing that 
most Filipino kids have, so figured that I already 
had a pretty good relationship with God anyway. I 
realize now that, before Antioch, my Faith life was 
only half-lived.

Even though going to Catholic school and to Mass 
helped establish my Faith, it wasn’t until I went to 
Antioch that it started to feel like God existed in 
everything I did and the experiences I underwent. 
It was different because I didn’t just listen to God’s 
word; I had a chance to talk about it, and most 
importantly, to listen to how other people found or 
felt Him in their lives. Every week, I would listen 
to teenagers like me who were struggling with 
issues like mine, and how they found or sought 
out God through it all. 

The truth is, when you’re 16 you never really think 
Jesus’ life applies to yours, because no one talks 
about Jesus while doing homework or trying to fit 
in, or using Facebook or asking to go to parties. 
When I was 16, Jesus always seemed so far 
away; but then I met people who reminded me of 
Him and suddenly, He was always right there.

I felt and saw Jesus in my friends, He was in the 
songs we sang, and He was there whether we 
were in a Church or in a McDonald’s. I saw Jesus 
in the new people joining Antioch, and I felt Him 
when we did anything. As I got older, my Faith in 
God had turned into a call to love. After all, we 
are all called to share God’s love through our 
community. I immersed myself in fund-raising and 
charity work and I’m still very passionate about 
both activities. Serving others is a part of how I 
show my Faith, and I learned that through Antioch 
and the people I met there. 

Today I am 21, about to graduate, I’ve made dozens of friends, I’ve 
learned and changed so much about myself, and I’ve done so much 
more with my life than I ever imagined I would. As I move on to the 
next chapter of my life, I’ll always remember that the things I like most 
about myself are what I’ve learned in Church and in Antioch. The only 
thing left to say, is “Thank you and always, Pass It On.”

From Personal to Communal: a Testimonial
by Jill Roy
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Mothers <also> know best!
by Letty Jacinto-Lopez

A neighbor lost her battle against a malignant brain tumor. 
She left behind a large brood: 12 children, 28 grandchildren 
and 7 plus more-to-follow great grandchildren. At the last 
night of her vigil, the 12 children took turns to recall and 
share what they remembered most about their mother. 
These 12 “lessons learned from Mom” elicited chuckles, 
naughty winks and imaginary hugs for the beloved matriarch 
and nurturer of the home.

What was the common knot that tied up her “dirty dozen” 
into a pretty bow? Her litany of reminders whenever she 
got them on the phone or saw them face-to-face: “Have 
you gone to Mass? Have you received the Eucharist? Did 
you go to Reconciliation? Prayed the Rosary? Shared your 
blessings?” Mind you, this was practically done on a daily 
basis even if 9 children were already residents abroad.

The eldest affirmed it. “If you heard her 
litany every day, it became colorless, 
like a white, drifting cloud, so 
mind-numbing that I heard myself 
responding without really taking it 
all in. “Yes Mom! I’ve done all that.” 
(Had to cross my fingers though, 
‘cause, hey! Not in that order and, 
frequency.) Now that these calls 
have stopped, I wish, I wish, I could 
hear her drill, push and urge me, 
“Never forget to grow spiritually, 
even right smack through the 
demands and expectations of 
life.”

“She’d break into a smile and 
suddenly the glow of her 
excitement could turn anyone 
into a whirling dervish: 
‘Watch your take-off, my son; 
You’ll muster the strength 
to overcome challenges - 
ALL tests, trials, disputes, 

questions - and accept and trust in our loving, compassionate, 
merciful, awesome and mighty God. He is by your side even 
if you turn your back on Him.’

“Thank you Mom, I know now that this world is not our final 
destination. You have left it but the best is yet coming to you.  
Up there, where you are.”

The tribute culminated in songs raised with tender affection. 
Mine was a favorite song, “If I loved you.” Yes. Words 
wouldn’t come in an easy way.

I sat there with my mind circling, with thoughts of my children 
and loved ones, too. I wasn’t alone, after all. Parents nurture 
Faith by word and example within the everyday events of 
family life.
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From Personal to Communal:

A Testimony
by Helene Uy

I lost my mom 10 years ago to aneurysm. It was 
the most painful experience of my life. I was in 
shock. I felt numb. My mom was everything I 
had (my dad passed away shortly after I was 
born). I invested everything I had in a failed 
business venture and was later targeted for 
extortion. The feeling of desolation was so 
strong that I felt like I could no longer function. 
This went on for a number of years until I finally 
joined the Single Young Adult (SYA) community 
of Santuario de San Antonio Parish.

Growing up in a Catholic school, we did a lot 
of communal Church activities together. We 
would pray together before a class, before 
we eat and to end our day in school. Every 
Saturday afternoon, we would form a line and 
go up the auditorium for our anticipated Mass. 
However, as I moved on to college, all of these 
suddenly stopped and I started to develop a 
more individual relationship with God.

Although I am blessed with a number of 
good friends who have adopted me as family 
especially during Christmas season and New 
Year’s Eve, the feeling of isolation never left. 
Joining the SYA community, I became part of a 
Faith family. Suddenly, things started to change. 

The SYA Weekend Retreat made me reflect 
on the different chapters of my life. Although 
it was a very painful process, I was able to 
come to terms with my situation. The prayer 
meetings and birthday Masses gave me a 
rhythm, just like celebrating birthdays and other 
special occasions with family members. The 
Payday Prayers allow me to worship God 
and reflect on recent thoughts and actions. 
These communal activities give me a sense 
of belonging. They keep me on the right path 
as I get reminded every now and then on 
the schedules and I get to reflect on my own 
situation as I listen to how others dealt with 
theirs.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Born in Buenaventura, Colombia, Betty Garces has been praised 
for her matchless musicianship. After an extensive period of studies 
in Germany, she made her debut at the Opera of Colombia as solo 
soprano in Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, accompanied by the 
Simon Bolivar Symphony Orchestra of Venezuela conducted by 
Maestro Diego Matheuz. Since then, Betty has performed tours in 
London, Argelia, Vienna, Washington, New York, Sydney, Brussels 
and other cities around the world.

Accompanying Betty is Alejandro Roca, who is currently Pianist 
and Assistant Conductor at Opera de Colombia, Head Vocal Coach 
and Director of the Opera Workshop at Universidad Central and 
Pianist and Musical Assistant for the opera productions at Teatro 
Mayor Julio Mario Santodomingo and Teatro Colon in Bogota.
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“In a word, never let go on these three things: 
Faith, Hope and Love. And know that the 

greatest of these will always be Love”
-St. Paul


