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God’s Great Masterpiece
by Javier Luis Gomez

In my unofficial analysis of the works of human art, I 
conclude that the “Immaculate Conception” is the second 
most depicted image in history, coming in behind the 
uncountable number of paintings of the “Madonna and 
Child.” And indeed many of these works of art are amazing 
to behold. (Go ahead, pull out your phone and search 
“Inmaculada Concepcion by Murillo”)

We all know of it, especially those of us from Catholic 
schools. The fame of the Immaculate Conception is global. 
She is the patroness of many countries including the 
Philippines. Other countries on that list are Korea, Brazil, 
Spain, and the USA.

So it’s quite funny that it’s also one of the most common 
mistaken beliefs among Catholics who think that the 
Immaculate Conception refers to Jesus’ birth and not 
Mary’s conception. Again, my informal research shows that 
half of all Catholics will make this mistake. So to clear it up 
(until next year when we’ll have to clear it up again), the 
Immaculate Conception is referring to Mary, not Jesus. We 

believe that Mary was conceived without original sin. 

Some say this is too much. Mary is too special if she has no 
original sin. Also, wouldn’t she need to be saved? After all, 
she is not God. Yes and yes. She is not God, and Jesus is 
also her Savior. But uniquely, we believe that Jesus saves 
her not by restoration but by preservation.

It’s a neat idea, and it reminds me of my good friend who 
walked around with a shirt that says “God saved me from 
drug addiction.” Now I knew that he never did anything 
like that, so I challenged him on it. And he replied, “I am 
blessed because I never had that struggle. God saved me 
by preserving me from addiction.”

In a sense, the Immaculate Conception is a beautiful 
testimony of what the grace of Jesus’ salvation and God’s 
power can do. It can preserve Mary from sin throughout her 
entire life. And on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
we have the chance to be in awe of at this masterpiece of 
God’s work.

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, December 8
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I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone here attending services in 
our Parish.

I would like to congratulate Mr.  Jun 
Rodriguez for accepting the challenge 
and burdens of leadership as the next 
PPC President of our Parish.  To you, Mr. 
President-elect, I will not hide from you the 
fact, that the road ahead will not be easy. In 
fact there are days you will find it extremely 
hard and exasperating even. Know that you 
are not alone facing the challenges. We, the 
whole PPC, are here with you. Fr. Reu is 
here with you and know that St. Anthony is 
a constant companion too.

I personally want to enjoin you as the 
incoming president... please imbibe the 
strengths of the last 4 PPC presidents... That 
means to work as hard as Joey; act always 
for what you think is right like Mike; pray and 
have Faith in God like Jaime; and from me, 
to always strive for peace and a sense of fair 
play when possible.

From the Desk of the PPC President

Word of Thanks
by Edmund Chester Lim, KHS

To the PPC members present in the last 
term and are present here today- -- I would 
like to say,” Thank you!” We have been 
serving together for the last 2 years and 
began OUR journey in similar settings as 
today.  For some of you, we have been 
together much longer. Soon, it will be time 
for me to step down but before I do, I want 
to share with you some thoughts, some of 
which I have been saving for a long time.

Two years ago, I told you before our 
journey started, that I would be offering 
our blood, toil, tears and sweat. How time 
flies when one is busy and ever so slightly 
going bald! When we started, I came in 
with 2 principles in mind; Firstly, that of 
Positive Non-interventionism with the clear 
understanding that you - as head of your 
individual ministries, groups and mandated 
organizations - are best equipped to deal 
with and run the issues concerning your 
groups. Secondly, that I always try to 
achieve our goals whatever they may be, 
in Peace, Love and the spirit of Fair Play. 
Should I have not been faithful to these 
two principles, and I know there are plenty 
instances that I was most definitely not, 
Please accept my deepest apologies.

To all of you who worked with me in the 
PPC during the last two years, I am 
extremely grateful for your stepping up and 
working so very hard and giving yourselves 
wholeheartedly to our Parish through your 
ministry work. The dedication of you all 
will inspire future generations of servant-
leaders to work ever so harder for God.

To all the Titas and Lolas, who have taken 
me on and guided me since day one, I say, 
“Thank you!” Thank you for the example of 
service you have shown me and thank you 
for the kind hand of friendship extended 
since the day I began singing in the first 

Friday Mass almost a decade ago. You are 
all a guiding light to all the younger ones 
and “young once” here on how service 
should and Must be done.  Hopefully I 
will continue to talk, breakfast and brunch 
with some of you and have the odd glass 
or bottle of champange too! (although 
definitely not Spumante!)

To Suzette, I would like to especially thank 
you, for being there daily while we sort out 
the needs and wants of parish.  I would 
have collapsed a long time ago without her 
sisterly counsel and support. Thank you for 
being there and being a sister to me. For 
your unwavering assistance, I am also truly 
grateful.

To Fr. Reu, I thank you also for accepting 
me as one of your PPC presidents who 
served with you and for the hand of 
companionship as we worked together the 
last 3 years. May you continue to lead our 
Parish with the same dedication and spirit 
in the years to come.

To you the dear parishioner... Thank you 
for contuniung to treat our beloved San 
Antonio as your home and taking this 
journey with us. There is no SSAP without 
you. I have loved every minute I served here 
with my Church family.  For two years you 
journeyed with us and for that i am eternal 
grateful.

In closing, let me thank all of you, for giving 
me the great honour for allowing me to 
serve as your PPC President.  As I will soon 
begin my new job in rebuilding the Men 
of the Sacred Heart, I know that God is 
watching over us and there will always be a 
bright dawn for us as we continue to serve 
in our Parish.

May God Bless Us All!
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Santuario de San Antonio Pastoral Team
Fr. Baltazar A. Obico, OFM - Guardian
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM - Vicar Provincial, Parish Priest
Fr. Judee Mar Maquinad, OFM - Bursar
Fr. Jesus E. Galindo, OFM - Member
Fr. Efren C. Jimenez, OFM - Member

RDIP - PB Editorial Team & General Informatio
Suzette H. Gatmaitan - Head, RDIP-PB/Editor-in-Chief
Javier Luis Gomez - Asst. Editor/Writer
Ramon M. Ong - Asst. Editor
Marie Tycangco - Asst. Editor/Writer
Dennis Montecillo - Asst. Editor/Writer
Aissa Montecillo - Asst. Editor/Writer
Peachy Maramba - Contributor
Lianne Tiu - Contributor
Conchitina Bernardo - Contributor
Jeannie Bitanga - Website Administrator
Alexa Montinota - Asst. Website Administrator
Edward Lu - Art & Design
Colorplus Production Group Corp. - Production

Santuario de San Antonio Parish Center Office
Tel. nos. 8438830-31
Email: ssap_info@yahoo.com
Website: www.ssaparish.com
Website email: webi@ssaparish.com

Parish Pastoral Council 
Edmund Lim, KHS – President
Cristina Teehankee – Vice President
Suzette H. Gatmaitan – Secretary

Dear Co-journeyers:

Peace and well-being!

We now begin a new Liturgical Year. 
Again, there will be new pastoral 
challenges and concerns that our 
parish community will address through 
programs and activities as expressions 
of our creative fidelity to the Gospel.  

The new leadership team of the Parish 
Pastoral Council will animate and 
assist us in going through our Faith-
journey. The process of discernment of 
our pastoral priorities for the next two 
years can start off with this month’s 
theme following the “Franciscan 
Orientation for Community-Building: 
From the Churched to the Unchurched.” 
As a parish, we are challenged to 
REACH OUT to the other members 
of our community rather than being 
self-contained or “parochial” in our 
mentality and action. We are invited 
to be more inclusive than exclusive, 
compassionate than judgmental 
among others. 

Should we participate in the movement 

from “unchurched to churched”, what it 
requires of us is to be Faith-nurturing 
community than driven only by personal 
devotion, to be animated by collective 
rather than selective participation 
and to be a welcoming parish instead 
of being an inhospitable community. 
This discernment journey begins with 
a simple question: What does GOD 
wants us to BE and to DO? As such, 
our ministry is doing the mission of 
God, in which we humbly participate in.  
It is not doing something for God – lest 
we be blinded by our personal agenda.  

As the term of the previous leadership 
team comes to an end, a simple 
THANK YOU is not enough but they 
deserve to be acknowledged as God’s 
gift to our Parish – may my heartfelt 
prayer of gratitude to you and your 
loved ones reach the ears of God to 
grant your ardent intentions. This team 
has accomplished so many projects 
to better our Parish both in terms of 
pastoral services and infrastructure 
improvement. What is essential 
to all of these activities – is their 
becoming venues to all of us, for the 
enhancement of our parish community 

relationships and our experience of 
a compassionate and provident God 
individually and collectively. 

For all that has been and will be, I thank 
You Lord for giving us our ministers, 
servant-leaders and committed 
disciples.

Fraternally,

Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM

From the Desk of the Parish Priest

Word of Thanks
by Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM

As the term of the previous leadership team comes to 
an end, a simple THANK YOU is not enough but they 

deserve to be acknowledged as God’s gift to our Parish...
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Franciscan Pastoral Orientation for Community-Building:
From Devotional to Ministerial
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Franciscan Pastoral Orientation for Community-Building:
From Devotional to Ministerial
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Friday after the feast of Thanksgiving 
(every 4th Thursday of November) the 
USA observing a shopping holiday called 
“Black Friday.” People in that country will 
troop to malls & outlet stores to grab the 
unbelievably low prices of goods, especially 
the branded ones. The business people 
recognize the need for thanksgiving, by 
observing Black Friday. It is not primarily to 
dispose of their old stocks (which is good 
business practice) but to acknowledge 
God’s goodness to them by sharing 
their blessings with their consumers & 
customers.

Such religious motivation is very sound 
business practice because you increase 
the circulation of goods, which is helpful 
to the slow economy to be upbeat and 
profitable up to the Christmas Season. 
This Black Friday tradition reminds me of 
the basic economic thesis: The buoyancy 
of the company in a given time frame is 

dependent on the number of times money 
changes hands. When you don’t let go, or 
hoard, we curtail the circulation of goods. 
The same happens in spiritual realm; the 
vibrancy of life in a community is dependent 
on the number of times people let go of 
themselves, (donating their time, talents, 
and treasures).

It is in the spirit of sharing their time, talents 
and treasures that our Pastoral Council 
partners have enlivened the entire Parish 
and in a way, they renew the whole Church 
in their own way in this little corner of the 
world. A talent not shared is a devalued 
talent. What is not increased is spent. 
Words are lacking to express our gratitude 
to the outgoing Pastoral Council. We know 
the sacrifice, the adventure & the risk 
they took in fulfilling their responsibility of 
animating the parish community. You are 
our inspiration; and hopefully, the inspiration 
of the incoming Pastoral Council!

Word of Thanks
from the SSAP Pastoral Team

by Fr. Baltazar Obico, OFM
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calendar of ministries for the week
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
8:00AM - Thrift Shop
9:00AM - CCD Sunday Religion Class
4:00PM - CORO, Practice

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4
8:00AM - Thrift Shop
8:00AM - Livelihood Assistance Program 

at St. Francis Friendship Home
1:00PM - OFS Formation
5:00PM - Marian Cenacle Monday Group 

Prayer Meeting

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5
8:00AM - Thrift Shop
8:00AM -  Livelihood Assistance Program 

at St. Francis Friendship Home
9:00AM - JPIC Hospital Ministry PGH 

Visitation

2:00PM - Health Care Ministry 
Dancercise “Open to All 
Parishioners”

4:00PM - Marian Cenacle Tuesday 
Group Prayer Meeting

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6
8:00AM - Thrift Shop
8:00am -  Livelihood Program at St. 

Francis Friendship Home
4:00PM - CCD  Religion Class

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7
8:00AM - Thrift Shop
8:00AM - Livelihood Program at St. 

Francis Friendship Home
2:00PM - Health Care ministry Dancercise 

“Open to All parishioners”
7:30PM - SYA monthly mass & meeting

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8
8:00AM - Thrift Shop
8:00AM - Livelihood Program at St. 

Francis Friendship Home
9:00AM - Health Care Ministry Visitation at 

Rizal Medical Center, Pasig City
7:00PM - Household Help Charismatic 

Prayer Meeting
9:00PM - Tig-Awit Choir Practice

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
  8:00AM - Thrift Shop
  8:00AM - Livelihood Program at St. 

Francis Friendship Home
  9:00AM - Advent Recollection by Fr. 

Robert Manansala,OFM
  2:00PM - CWL Scholarship meeting
  4:00PM - LUKE 18 Prayer meeting
  4:00PM - VOSA Choir

 PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS



LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227 CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL.,

MAKATI CITY

“There is nothing more beautiful than to be 
surprised by the Gospel, ...” Pope Benedict XVI


