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Christ as Prince of Peace
by Dennis Montecillo

This week’s bulletin focuses on PEACE. 

Any Christian who is serious about his or her Faith will 
have come across this description of Jesus Christ as the 
Prince of Peace. There are more than a dozen cross-
references to this concept (listed at the end of this article), 
but arguably the most notable would be Isaiah 9:6:

“For a Child will be born to us, a Son will be given to us; 
And the government will rest on His shoulders; 

And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace”

It’s easy to scoff at this concept. One only needs to look 
at the crazy world that we live in that is full of violence 
and conflict to ask, “If Jesus is Prince of Peace, why is the 
world so messed up?” 

In a Scriptural context, peace is not just the absence of 
war; physical safety and political harmony aren’t necessary 
conditions for what this word means to Christians. The 
Hebrew word for “peace,” shalom, and its Greek equivalent, 
eirene, evoke images of calm, tranquility, and unity. Taken 
to a deeper level, though, peace is the spiritual harmony 
brought about by an individual’s restoration with God.

Peace, in a Christian context, almost certainly involves 
the Holy Spirit, and, by extension, a necessary ingredient 
of peace is love. Of course, love is incomplete without 

community, for to whom, after all, can we express our love, 
but to our fellow human beings?

It’s also important to note that peace does NOT mean 
“easy.” Jesus never promised easy but He promised help. 
In fact, He told us to expect tribulation and trials, but He 
also said that, if we called on Him, He would give us the 
“peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension.”
Let’s tie this all together, shall we? 

Christ, as Prince of Peace, demonstrated His love for us 
even while we were sinners by dying on the cross for us. 
His death restored our relationship with God – a deep, 
abiding peace between our hearts and our Creator -- that 
cannot be taken away. This relationship manifests itself as 
the Holy Spirit, the Helper who promises to guide us. This 
Holy Spirit fills our lives with love, joy, and peace, resting 
in the bosom of our relationship with God. In turn, this 
peace can’t help but to spill over into our relationships with 
people. It is this visible expression of love that we see in 
people, who are one with God. In my own life experience, it 
almost seems as if people, who live in this peace of Christ, 
walk around with auras about them. 

How many of these people have you met?

Related Scripture references: John 14:27; Romans 5:10; Romans 
5:8; Romans 5:1; John 10:27–28; John 16:7, 13; Galatians 5:22–
23; Ephesians 4:1–3; Ephesians 2:8–9; John 16:33; James 1:2; 
Philippians 4:6–7
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One important aspect of the 
Spirit of Advent is the season of 
peace! In times where the world 
is disordered -- experiencing 
violence lately, like the Marawi 
siege, massacre in Las Vegas, 
bombing in Egypt and Pakistan 
-- humanity hopes for someone 
who has the strength to fight 
against the sources of evil. As 
Christians, our hope is fulfilled 
with the coming of Jesus of 
Nazareth. With Jesus taking 
the risk to participate in public 
life or human affairs only to 
suffer on the cross to save 
humanity, we are confronted 
with a reality of selfless service 
in the name of peace. Hence, 
this season invites us to renew 
our commitment with the 
Prince of Peace who became 
incarnate through the queenly 
acceptance and consent of 
Blessed Virgin Mary in His first 
Advent.

Modernity, Prof. Hans Kueng wrote, 
“has failed to deliver on the promise 
of peace.” With the coming of Jesus, 
God has already fulfilled the promise of 
peace and gave us an option to live in 
complete peace. But in a world where 
collective interest is in constant conflict, 
it is excruciatingly difficult to find peace! 
Most of us, just like Pontius Pilate, 
have opted to save ourselves from our 
responsibility to participate in achieving 
that peace. Therefore, the evildoers 
find themselves free to practice what 
they believe is right. According to Prof. 
John Milbank, “one way to encourage 

evildoers would be simply ‘to act as if 
their sin was not there’.” And so, if we 
lack the courage to stand on the side of 
God, we become advocates of chaos 
and violence. “Active opposition to 
the kingdom of Satan, the kingdom of 
deception, oppression and violence”, 
the theologian Miroslav Volf said, 
“is therefore, inseparable from the 
proclamation of the Kingdom of God 
where peace reigns.”

Fr. Romano Guardini, a famous Doctor 
of Theology once asked, “How can 
I barter this firm bright world for a 
shadow?” Fighting for the Kingdom of 
God is not like a war against countries. 
He goes on by saying, “work dedicated 

to God is governed by the will 
to place all one’s acts entirely 
at His disposal, in order that He 
may use them to help realize 
the new Creation. And he 
added, specific revelation of 
reality and God’s will come to 
me only through people. This is 
the very reason why the people 
in Jesus’ time hated Him. 

In times where everybody is 
gratified with the promises 
of the kingdom of Caesar, 
everybody is fulfilled with 
earthly comforts. We forget 
the reality of Jesus’ presence 
to each of us which is similar 
to the famous philosopher E. 
Levinas’ theory of “the face 
of the others”, which simply 
means that our encounter 
with the others compels us to 
respect their being. 

Jesus left us with Peace that surpasses 
our understanding.  “Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives.” The myth of 
Sisyphus provides us a paradigm in our 
struggle to achieve peace. Sisyphus 
keeps on rolling the stone up the 
mountain even if he knows that it will 
always roll down again. As Christians, 
we are dealing with the same reality. 
We keep on fighting for peace in our 
society guided by the proclamation 
of the Kingdom of God despite the 
presence of the Faith. Advent season 
then challenges us to follow Jesus 
teachings to become instruments of 
peace in our society.

Peace in Society:T he Season of Advent
by Fr. Jonald I. Banatao, OFM

“And so hold on when  there is nothing in you,
Except the will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’”

-Rudyard Kipling
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I can’t imagine a better time for us to be 
thinking of family than Advent; after all, 
the couple Joseph and Mary officially 
became a family when the Christ Child 
was born. Family, and the concept of 
it, comes in many forms these days, 
for such is modern times. But to me, 
ultimately family is all about love and 
sanctuary. 

My grandparents started the ball rolling 
on the importance of family for me, not 
only during the holiday season but also 
pretty much all year round. Both sides 
contributed - Saturdays with my mom’s 
parents, and Sundays with my dad’s. 
Christmas was, of course, the most 
festive, with all the trimmings and treats 
and expectations. But it was cementing 
our ties throughout the rest of the year 
that made me and everyone else learn 
the importance of being a unit. Not to 
say we are the perfect one – because 
we are not. But we’ve seen each other 
through rough times, prayed for each 
other (both my lolas are warriors!), 
and are always there for each other, 
in good times and in bad. Like I said - 
sanctuary. 

The same is true for my faith family - my 
friends from way back to the present 
day who walk the walk with me daily. 
We see ourselves through each other’s 
struggles, cushion bad falls, and pour 
out love unconditionally, because we 
take this whole family business very 

Peace Within The Family
by JJ Yulo

seriously. For most, if not all, of us, 
it’s the concept of the faith family that 
reinforces our real families’ love for us 
and puts wind in our sails when life gets 
rough. It’s a big blessing from God that 
remains an ever-present reminder of 
His benevolence. It is, ultimately, one of 
the places where we anchor our Faith. 

The whole “love” part comes in to wrap 
all this up like a present. It is love that is 
the driving force of the family, the faith 
family, and friendships. Love begets 
kindness, compassion and caring. Love 
is a good friend of humility. Love opens 
our eyes to seeing Christ in others, 
even during the cloudy, trying times. 
And right about now, we all believe that 
more than ever, love is exactly what the 
world needs – in large doses at that. 
Love makes us become bright lights for 
each other.

And so – this Christmas season, begin 
your preparations by being thankful for 
the gift of family. Revel in the peace that 
being around loved ones brings. And 
who knows? If you look hard enough, 
maybe it is in them that the Christ will 
show Himself to you.  To paraphrase 
from the homily of a friend and teacher 
of mine, “We may not know when the 
Lord is coming. But if we don’t watch, 
we won’t know when the Lord is near.” 
May you know in your heart that He is 
near you, always. Blessed Christmas, 
San Antonio!

It is love that is the 
driving force of the 

family, the faith family, 
and friendships. Love 

begets kindness, 
compassion and caring. 
Love is a good friend of 

humility. Love opens 
our eyes to seeing 

Christ in others, even 
during the cloudy, 

trying times.
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Last week, I was asked to write an article for the Parish 
Bulletin about Advent as a season of peace. I was planning 
to write about finding inner peace through service. I thought 
it would it easy. But I ended up struggling with the idea.

As I sat down to write, I started reflecting if I have truly found 
peace through service in the various ministries of our Parish. 
One of my fondest memories would be the yearly tradition of 
distributing food for Noche Buena in Taguig and Makati City 
Jails. The whole experience has always been rewarding and 
brings a certain peace to my heart. Apart from being able to 
share my blessings, I feel that I could help change this small 
part of the world somehow by being an instrument of God. 
The love of God the Father is unconditional. And more than 
just detainees feeling joy and happiness from the lechon 
and other gifts that we have distributed, I wanted them to 
feel God’s love and compassion through us. 

However, what I experience from these activities is not a 
lasting peace. At the end of the day, as I go back to my day-
to-day activities, I start to lose the sense of peace. I start 
to feel frustrated and insecure if things do not go the way I 

expect them to be.

To help me manage my frustrations and insecurities, I have 
been going to the Grotto of SSAP to light a candle and pray 
for guidance and enlightenment. This is something that 
I have been doing since I was a child. I would remember 
going to St. Jude Parish to light a candle every time there 
is an exam. When my mom passed away and I started 
questioning the value of my existence, I prayed a Novena. 
Lighting candles and praying Novenas allows me to spend 
some quiet time with God. It is a way for me to let go and 
find peace. So far, I have found this to be to most effective 
way to find peace. 

Through these reflections, I realized that finding peace 
through service is just a way to help me build a stronger 
relationship with God. The only way to find true peace within 
ourselves is through our relationship with God. For us to 
overcome our frustrations and worries, we have to trust and 
believe that God has a plan for all of us. Once we put of Faith 
in Him, we feel liberated as we stop worrying. Once we stop 
worrying, we will have our true inner peace. 

Peace within Self by Helene Uy
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When we decided to write about the Advent Wreath and what 
it means, I thought it would be pretty much straightforward. I 
remember having lessons about this in my Catholic school, 
and learning what each of the symbols signified. So I was 
surprised to find out that it’s not clear where and when the 
Advent Wreath began. Most people seem to agree that it 
came from Germany in the Middle Ages, but there’s no 
substantial evidence for that.

Somewhere in the deep recesses of my memory, I recall 
meanings like the circular shape of the wreath represented 
the unending, eternal nature of God. The leaves were green 
to symbolize the life that God gives to the world. There were 
four candles for the four weeks of Advent, representing 
hope, love, joy, and peace respectively. (The pink one is joy- 
or “Gaudete” in Latin)

But more than being able to list the different symbols of the 
wreath, the Advent Wreath stirs a subtle memory in my mind. I 
remember the lighting of the first candle on that very first Mass 

Lighting Up Hope    by Javier Luis Gomez

of Advent. As the priest struck the match and set the wick 
alight, I could not help but feel the solemnity of that action. The 
lighting of one candle while leaving the other three unlit raises a 
quiet expectation within me. “How I wish they were all lit!”

Today, I sense that this is the invitation of Advent - specifically 
the first week. We merely light the first candle, the candle of 
hope. And the Advent Wreath is displayed there awkwardly 
unfinished. And so we can recognize in ourselves the hopes 
and expectations of ours that remain awkwardly unfinished. 
And in that space, we ask, and we pray, “Lord Jesus, come 
into my heart. I await Your Advent in my life.”
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