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Journey of the Three Magi to Bethlehem by Leonaert Bramer

The Feast of the Epiphany
by Shelli M. Tomacruz

On January 7, the Church celebrates the Feast of Epiphany.
The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek epiphainen,
a verb that means, “to shine upon,” “to manifest,” or “to
make known.” Thus, the Feast of the Epiphany celebrates
the many ways that Christ has made Himself known to the
world, mainly the three events that manifested the mission
and Divinity of Christ: the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:112), the Baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:9-11), and the Miracle at
Cana (John 2:1-11).
Christmas and the Epiphany both celebrate the birth of
Christ as the dawning of the new light, the true sun of
history. In the letters he wrote from prison to the Ephesians
and the Colossians, Paul emphasizes that the risen Christ
has conquered all the powers and forces in the heavens,
and that He reigns over the entire universe. The story of

the wise men’s star makes a similar point: it is not the
star that determines the Child’s destiny; it is the Child that
directs the star.
Epiphany lifts our eyes from the family celebrations and
demands that we had at Christmas, and includes in our vision
“all the ends of the earth.” It demands that, like the three
wise men, we should have the courage to follow the light of
the star we have seen, however hazardous the journey; that
the light of our Faith, like that of the wise men, should be so
strong that we are able to see and recognize our Lord and
Ruler in however unexpected a way He may present Himself
to us; and that having recognized Him, we should bow down
and adore Him, offering Him our total loyalty.
Sources: http://www.catholicculture.org
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com
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Explanation of the Official Logo for the 2018 Year of
the Clergy and Consecrated Persons
THE logo is a stylized illustration of Jesus’ act of washing
the feet of the disciples. It is also the same challenge being
given to those who committed themselves to priestly and
consecrated lives (thus the figures are not bound by any
gender—it can be seen either as male or female) to God
and the Church.
In these contemporary times where people are looking for
role models and authentic witnesses to Christianity because
of inconsistencies to living virtuous lives (e.g. scandals and
other forms of pain brought to the faithful) the clergy and
consecrated persons are asked not to put themselves on
pedestals and positions of authority but to be examples of
humble service to others and witnessing to the life of Jesus
with credibility and integrity.

2

Embracing this life, even in their weaknesses, imperfections
and sinfulness, their renewal as “men and women of
the cloth” can be a focal point for a new evangelization
(symbolized by the bright light blue field background) in the
Philippines—a renewed clergy / consecrated persons, (yes,
even in their unworthiness) gives real witness to the mercy
and love of God for His people.
Thus, the act of washing each other’s feet does not only
become an act of those who consecrated themselves to
Jesus, but becomes an act that challenges everyone to live
lives in real communion with each other!
Source: http://cbcpnews.com/yearoftheclergy
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The Year of the Clergy:

Communal Conversion
by Javier Luis Gomez

When the Spaniards first came to the
Philippines, they came with priests and
religious from many of the different
orders. And throughout the centuries
they’ve played such a significant role in
our development as a people and as a
nation.
This Liturgical Year, as we come closer
to the 500th year since Christianity
came to our shores, we celebrate the
“Year of the Clergy and Consecrated
Persons.” The CBCP has sub-themed
this year, “Renewed Servant-Leaders
for the New Evangelization.” In line
with this, it is helpful to think about
how we can imagine the renewal of the
clergy and consecrated persons in the
Philippines.
In many ways, the Philippine Church
continues to be very clergy-oriented.
We rely very much on our priests.
They have always filled a leadership
role within our communities, and
whether they like it or not, I think they
will continue to do so. But it is critical
that we all reflect on what authentic
leadership is. Too often, both in the
Church and in society, leadership is

projected as power and control, even
when it is wielded for good.
However, a true leadership is not
power and control but submission
and surrender. Our Lord said to the
Pharisees, “All who exalt themselves
will be humbled, and all who humble
themselves will be exalted.” (Matt
23:12) This Year of the Clergy and
Consecrated invites us to think of
leadership as humility. And we must
pray for our clergy and consecrated as
they enter into this process of humility.
At the same time, this demand on the
clergy means the same demand on
ourselves. Jesus said this about the
scribes and the Pharisees, “They tie
up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and
lay them on the shoulders of others;
but they themselves are unwilling to
lift a finger to move them.” (Matt 23:4)
This should be different from our
expectations for priests and ourselves.
So when we ask more of our clergy, we
must likewise roll up our sleeves and
together change our hearts.
If I may get academic for a moment,

I’d like to share some of my favorite
lines from Lumen Gentium, a Vatican II
document which says, “God, however,
does not make men holy and save
them merely as individuals, without
bond or link between one another.
Rather has it pleased Him to bring men
together as one people, a people which
acknowledges Him in truth and serves
Him in holiness.” (Lumen Gentium 9)
These lines are worth meditating on
deeply because it reminds us that we
are bound to each other. As laity, we
are connected to the clergy and the
consecrated. We are going to get to
Heaven only if we get there together.
And so as we enter into the year and
pray for the clergy and the consecrated,
we also pray for ourselves that we may
come into this year with them.
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FORMING RENEWED SERVANT-LEADERS AND STEWARDS
THROUGH AN EVANGELIZED AND EVANGELIZING COMMUNITY

The Youth of San Antonio
in 2018
by Marly Laraya

This year promises to be an exciting one for us as we tackle
2018 with the following three goals for the Youth of San
Antonio (YSA):
CONNECTEDNESS AND BELONGING
This is the year we work on strengthening ties with our
Parish by active participation in our SSAP activities such
as the processions and festivities. We aim to draw more
families into participating with these traditions. One other
tradition we plan to revive is the hype and excitement of the
St. Francis Day celebration of bygone years with a full day
St. Francis Pet Fair on Oct. 6 with the blessing of animals,
booths, and programs.

activities
across youth groups, such as exposure
trips to a convent and a seminary, outreach and pilgrimage,
and a YSA joint recollection. We shall also continue tree
planting on top of our usual sports fests, music challenge,
movie nights and Youth Masses.

STRENGTHENING FAITH FAMILY
Comprised of four peer-led youth groups, each targeting
a specific life stage – Luke 18 (for high school students),
Antioch (for college kids), Single Young Adults (for young
professionals), Faith in Action (for mature professionals) – this
year we focus on activities that promote community bonding
and deeper friendships across the different youth groups. We
wish to strengthen our sense of Faith family with guidance
and advise from elders in youth community who can serve
as role models and as a listening ear. We plan to have joint

GROWING OUR SPIRITUALITY & PRESENCE
While we continue to promote and increase membership,
this year we will work on revitalizing the spiritual growth
of our membership by having Recollection weekends for
existing members. This year, we will kick-off building up
and supporting the myriad of budding entrepreneurs and
business talents of our youth with our own annual YSA Craft
and Biz Entrepreneur Weekend Fair slated for November
2018, with majority of proceeds directed towards generating
funds for World Youth Day 2019.
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Serving the Least in Society
A Conversation with Marrot Moreno by Javier Luis Gomez

“You will always have the poor with you,
but you will not always have Me.”

so to be a Christian and to follow God means continuously
moving towards those living on the margins.

These words of Christ constantly echo in my mind as I’m
talking to Marrot Moreno, the head of the SSAP Social
Services Ministry. Even though she has been a key part of
the social outreach work of the Parish for many years, Tita
Marrot still approaches the work with humble eyes. “You
cannot become attached to pleasing people,” she says. “It’s
something that I have learned over many years of service.”

She adds that, “most people sense deep down that they
are called to be with those who grieve. But they lack
opportunities or avenues to be of service.” She hopes that
slowly, by working steadily, the Social Services Ministry can
show people that there are many opportunities to go out to
the poorest in society. “I would like to invite our parishioners
to search their hearts and recognize God’s call within them
to serve and to be with those who are hurting.” With a smile,
she finally adds, “After all, we have been given so much.
And to whom much has been given, much is also expected.”

In a ministry that tends to be challenging, strenuous and even
discouraging at times, she reminds that, “It is always first
and foremost about serving God through those who suffer
in society.” The words of Christ in Matthew 25 also color our
conversation. “Jesus Himself always identifies with those
who suffer - the hungry, the thirsty, the imprisoned.” And

And I suppose this is the final thing on which God will take
us to task. In the end, “The King will answer them, ‘Truly I
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of My family, you did it to Me.’” (Matt 25:40) We
invite all to pray and consider being a service through the
outreach ministries of our Parish.

Matthew 26:11
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Evangelization Through the

Family and Life Ministry
by Jayme Blanco
As we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord, we are
reminded that the birth of Jesus is the sign of His
mission and Divinity. In the same way, we are all called
to do the same through the spirit of evangelization -- to
bring Jesus and to make known His call for conversion
to everyone.
In our Parish, we take inspiration form our patron Saint
Anthony of Padua’s famous quote - “Actions speak
louder than words; let your words teach and your actions
speak.” And we in the Family and Life Ministry encourage
members to live in the spirit of the Lord and likewise to
volunteer in church activities and programs. Hopefully
our action and presence would encourage others to be
active in Church service. As a Parish community, we
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do our best to support each other in our spiritual growth
through prayers, guidance and fellowship.
We all struggle with our spiritual life. More often than not,
we backslide to fall; but through the spirit of reconciliation,
we get up and start over again. As we get up, hugely the
inspiration of our faith family becomes part of the pillars
that help strengthen our spiritual foundation.
We invite everyone to join the Santuario De San Antonio
Parish Family and Life Ministry (SSAP-FLM) and become
servant-leaders to evangelize in uniting, to give strength
and to defend the bigger family, which is the Catholic
Church. SSAP-FLM is a member of the Archdiocese of
Manila Commission on Family and Life Cluster 4.
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IT’S NOT WHAT YOU DO
BUT RATHER WHO YOU ARE
by Luis Rivilla

We are once again at the time of year when our New Year’s
resolutions are still fresh in our minds. The question we
should all ask ourselves is whether this year will be different
or will our resolutions go the same way of those we had
made the previous years, forgotten within a few weeks.

about their Faith. Now that we have the information necessary,
it may be time to focus on transformation. Knowing is one
thing; being or becoming is another thing. The journey from
the head to the heart, though short in distance, may be the
longest and hardest part of anyone’s faith journey.

St Francis once said, “Let us begin again, for as of yet we
have done nothing.” As a Secular Franciscan, I believe that
this is a good saying to consider at the start of the new year.
We should ask ourselves, have we done all we can to make
this world a better place? Or do we mostly say, I have done
all that I can and am willing to do?

When we think about church, do we think structure or
people? When we talk about Sunday Mass do we talk about
fulfilling an obligation or joining a celebration? It is in being
present and actively participating in the Church’s communal
celebration that we are truly the body of Christ and a
community of Faith. It is our intentions and commitment that
enliven the Church. It isn’t so much, what we do but rather
who we are, that matters.

I recognize that a majority of churchgoers are well-informed
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My idea of Christmas, whether old-fashioned or
modern, is very simple: loving others.-Bob Hope

