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Advent: A Season of Penance, 
Joy, and Love

By Jonathan Cruz

I’m quite grateful for our Christian faith and its timeless 
precursor to Christmas: the Season of Advent. This  
liturgical season is so many things: it’s a time of  
hopeful longing for Christ, the joyful expectation of 
His coming, prayerful penance and reparation for our 
sins, and spiritual preparation to receive Christ (both 
in our daily lives and at the end of time). In Advent, 
the Church calls us to celebrate the joy and joys of  
Christmas: that includes all the merriment, the  
gift-giving, the festivities, the feasts, the decór, and the 
Christmas cheer. 

Hopefully we’re also celebrating the joy -- of God 
becoming Man and redeeming us from sin, and – of 
knowing that He always loves us and seeks us out 
first. Advent is also a timely season to ponder on how 
much we love and honor God and to review our own 
good works of mercy towards our brethren. But it also 
calls us a great deal to penance and to reflect on our 
sins to prepare us for Christ’s coming. We see this in 
the Advent wreath where three out of the four weeks 
of Advent are dedicated to penance while only one is 
to joy. In this respect, Advent is in fact a mini-Lenten 
season. 

As Christians, we are reminded that it is not only in the 
joys of our earthly lives that we persevere, but also to 

gain overall our everlasting life in Heaven. Penance  
and reparation are such important parts to that  
formula. We can go to confession, receive the  
Eucharist in daily Mass, pray the Rosary daily and/or 
other novenas, adore God in the Blessed Sacrament, 
practice fasting, give alms to the poor, reconcile with 
our neighbor, pray for the intercession of the saints, or 
practice works of charity among so many others. There 
is a plethora of things we can do to make penance and 
prepare ourselves spiritually to receive Christ. 

So this Advent season, make sure not only to spread 
the Christmas cheer but also to prepare yourself as a 
dwelling place of God. May you and your loved ones 
have a very merry, blessed, and love-filled Christmas!

Have a Blessed Christmas!
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RANDOM THOUGHTS  
Voices from Yesterday and Today…

Celebrating the Birth of Our Lord
By Peachy Maramba

Christmas

Every year, on December 25, all of Christendom in 
the West celebrates the Nativity, the greatest of God’s 
mysteries – the incarnation of His Divine Son. We  
rejoice at God’s divine goodness and mercy  
manifested in the Incarnation, the coming of the  
Promised Messiah, Jesus Christ. At this time, “the 
eternal Son of God, Who having taken human flesh 
in the womb of the Virgin Mary, was made Man, was 
born of her for the redemption of mankind.”

We call this great religious festival the Feast of the 
Nativity or Birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ. However,  
it is more commonly known as Christmas, the English 
name for the festival derived from the Old English 
“cristesmesse” (Festival) or Mass of Christ.

The Nativity and St. Francis

The primary symbol of the nativity is the crib or belen 
which can be traced back to St. Francis of Assisi who, 
3 years before his death on October 3, 1226, decided 
to celebrate at the Italian town of Greccio, the memory 
of the Birth of Jesus. 

He lovingly reenacted His humble birth to show God’s 
love, humility and generosity. In the Incarnation or 
“enfleshment” of Jesus, we find the intensity of God’s 
loving and self-giving by His humbling of Himself by 
becoming one of us. It is no wonder that Francis of 
Assisi considered Christmas the Feast of all Feasts!

Fr. R.B. Manansala’s Lessons from the Nativity

“At Christmas, we must show love, humility and  
generosity to ALL – rich/poor, human/other creatures.”  
Christmas must not only be celebrated or  
commemorated, it must be fully lived with love,  
humility and generosity.

Christ’s very name, Emmanuel, means God is with us 
(Mt. 1:23). This is the summary of Christmas.

“As Christians, we must carry Christ in our hearts and 
embody Him in or lives. We need to be truly Christlike 
so that others may behold God’s face in us and say 
“God is with us! God is with us!”

Unfortunately, many people today celebrate Christmas 
without Christ. There is need for us to reaffirm that 
Christmas is all about Christ because not to do so is to 
miss the very essence and spirit of Christmas. 

Literally, Christmas “more of Christ”. The Spanish word 
“mas” means “more” – so Christmas is to have more of 
Christ. To celebrate Christmas every year is to receive 
Christ more and more in our hearts, in our lives, and to 
live accordingly.

Since Christmas also means “Christ’s Mass” (the  
central and supreme act of Christian worship), we 
should go to Mass more often to honor the birth of 
Christ.

So have a Christ-filled Christmas!
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Christmas 2018 Message

Dear fellow co-journeyers:

A blessed Christmas to all!

As we remember the day of 
the birth of Jesus, the Son of 
Mary and Joseph, the incarnate  
Word, the embodiment of 
love and wisdom of God; we 
are invited to become the 
lights of hope in the midst of  
darkness and death, an  
expression of solidarity in  

the midst of indifference and 
epitomes of humility in the 
midst of self-righteousness. 

The meaning of Christmas 
celebration lies in God’s  
unconditional Self-giving, 
our communion with Jesus 
and commitment to bring the  
message of the Gospel 
alive. The sacredness of our  
humanity is indeed not only 
a manifestation of the beauty  
of life. It is a blessing to be  
celebrated within our families 
and communities. The Year 
of the Youth calls for us to  
promote and support our 
Youth in Mission through a 
life that is beloved, gifted and  
empowered.  

We are God’s mangers in 
the ongoing birthing forth of  
Emmanuel – God-with-us – 
that transforms each of us into 

the likeness of our Savior and  
Redeemer to live and love life to 
the fullest.
 
May the true spirit and meaning of 
Christmas be upon you and your 
family!!!

Your Co-journeyer,

FR. REU JOSE C. GALOY, OFM
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Spreading Love this Christmas
By Chary Mercado

If you equate Christmas with traffic, shopping 

lists, and mandatory socializing, here are some 

ways you can inject some meaning back into what 

should be the greatest celebration of love.

Think of five special people. They can be people 

you know who are struggling with some personal 

difficulties and could use an extra boost -- friends 

whom you would like to thank for giving you lots 

of attention and care this past year -- or people 

you haven’t seen recently but were such a big 

part of your life in the past. Carve out a quiet hour 

and write to them a Christmas letter about an  

experience you shared together. Tell them what 

it means to you today to have that memory. I bet 

they would appreciate that shared reminiscence 

much more than fancy Christmas cards with your 

embossed initials.

Encourage your children to honor the “others” 

they rely on. I make my children hand-deliver 

our presents to the village guards so they can  

establish a connection.  One Christmas night, I 

asked my children to cook and serve Christmas 

dinner for our kasambahay including washing the 

dishes. Alternatively, I have a group of friends 

who gather at 2am on Christmas eve and drive 

around looking for unsuspecting strangers who 

are still working – like the toll booth operators; 

they give them a Noche Buena basket to take 

home, in true Santa Claus tradition.

Lastly, I know it is a rite of passage to be herded 

into the multi-tiered photo at clan reunions, but 

take time out to take photos of smaller groups too. 

Lolo and one grandchild. A great aunt with her  

inaanaks. All the single female cousins of 

one generation. This creates or reinforces  

connections in lasting images that can be shared 

and appreciated for many Christmases to come.
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Preparing My Heart for Jesus
By Adam Wang, 13 years old, CCD Altar Server

I attended an Advent recollection for CCD  
Lectors and Altar Servers by Father E.J. last  
December 8. He explained the definition of 
the word “Advent” which means “coming” or  
“expectation”, and how Advent is like a time when 
we are expecting an airplane to land on a runway, 
except the airplane is Jesus and the runway is 
our hearts. The runway is full of debris, however, 
which is our bad habits and sins. For the airplane 
to land, we need to clear the debris off the runway. 
Then, and only then, can the plane land.

I realized that Advent is more than just time to wait 
until Christmas, when we decorate the house, 
bring out the Christmas tree, and wait until we can 
finally open our presents, but really, a time to clear 
our hearts so that Jesus can land in them. When 
Father E.J. asked us to pick up the pieces of  

debris that he had spread across his model  
runway, I realized that all it takes is one habit, one 
action at a time. If we do this, our hearts will be  
prepared, and soon Jesus can land. Advent is a 
chance to clean the slate and have peace in our  
hearts before Jesus arrives. 

My wish, hope and prayer, is that all of us will go, 
and clear our runways. Perhaps we can go to 
Confession, pray the Rosary daily, go out to help 
the sick and needy, give donations to the Church, 
forgive those who hurt us, spend more time with 
our families, or take good care of the bodies God 
gave us. All that it takes is just one habit, one  
action at a time so that our hearts will be prepared; 
that we may truly receive Jesus, the best and first 
Christmas present.

Photo courtesy of: Crissy Castillo, CCD Teacher



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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Purpose
By Andrea Gavino, Antioch

“God has a Purpose”. This 
was something along the lines 
of what was mentioned in the 
homily shared by Sandi Suplido 
from SYA. This is what I see in 
the Youth: Purpose. People tend 
to underestimate the ability of 
the Youth when in fact, it is the 
Youth that have power to make a 
change. 

The launch for the Year of the 
Youth is our calling to spread 
God’s love and pass it on. Last 
December 1, we were able to hear 
different sharings from different 
YSA members like Miki Eala from 
Antioch and Sandi Suplido from 
SYA, where they talked about 
what they discovered in and out 
of the San Antonio community. It 
was their own calling that gave 
them the passion to work not 
only for themselves but also for 
others. 

We were also given the chance 
to share with other YSA  

members through share groups. 
We talked about how we have 
our own different personalities  
and skills that we want to  
integrate with our own  
advocacies. Although we may 
encounter hindrances, our  
passion and love from God is 
what motivates us to pursue what 
we believe in. We continue to  
listen to God’s call so that we are 
guided in our daily lives. 

Having been in this community 
for 2 years now, I have learned 
that God’s call for us is not  
always big, and can be as  
simple as participating in our own 
YSA communities. With what’s  
inside, we learn so much that 
we are inspired to share it with  
others, whether in school or 
work. We all have the ability to 
make a change. The Youth has a  
purpose and with God’s grace, 
we are called to love. 
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December 2018
Calendar of Activities

24 Christmas Eve
There will be no 6:15 am and 6:00 pm 
Mass at the Main Church
Regular Weekday Mass:  
Main Church: 7:30 am, 12:15 nn 
Christmas Eve Mass
Main Church: 8:00pm and 10:00pm
Dasmariñas Village Pavillion,  
North Forbes Pavillion,  
Urdaneta Village Hall: 10:00 pm
No Mass in condos

m
o
n

30 Feast of the Holy Family  
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

s
u
n16  to

24

3rd Sunday of Advent  
(Gaudete Sunday)
Misa de Gallo
Main Church, Dasmariñas Village  
Pavillion, North Forbes Pavillion,  
Urdaneta Village Hall
Mass Schedule: 5:00 am
There will be no 6:15 am Mass

s
u
n

m
o
n

25 Christmas Day
Mass Schedule:  
Main Church: 7:45 am, 9:00 am,  
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm
No Mass in all villages and condos

t
u
e

31 New Year’s Eve
Regular Weekday Mass:  
Main Church: 6:15 am, 7:30am,  
12:15nn 
New Year’s Eve Mass:  
Main Church: 6:00 pm and 8:00 pm
No Mass in all villages and condos

m
o
n

1
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Mass Schedule:
Main Church:  
7:45 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 
4:30 pm, 6:00 pm
No Mass in all villages and condos

t
u
e

january

Try Gina Vi’s award-winning desserts!
Frozen Brazos (Karamelo, Dalandan, Dos Tsokolates,  
Kalamansi, Kape, Keso, Mangga, Milon, Mercedes, Pakwan, 
Presa, Tsokolate, Ube, Wasabi); Flavored Leche Flans 
(Keso, Tsokolate, Koko, Kape, Mangga)  
0917-8651130; ginavi2015@gmail.com; FB: Gina Vi
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