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Holy Families: Light Your Lamps
By Mike Gomez

Whenever my family enjoys the good fortune of  
serving at a third Sunday Mass and catching our  
favorite Jedi friar, the venerable Father Robert  
Manansala light-heartedly refers to my three kids, my 
wife, and myself as the “Holy Family.” Wow!

Of course, I am flattered and surely overwhelmed by 
such an appellation, knowing that our family is blessed,  
but not quite holy -- yet. We are, at the very best, a 
family that is striving to be holy. We do this through 
our Liturgical service, in our support, involvement, 
and leadership in ministry work of the Parish, and of 
course, by doing our best to abide by the prescriptions 
of our Catholic Faith.

Is this the path towards becoming that Holy Family?  
Very little is known about the original Holy Family  
of the Nazorean Joseph, his wife Mary, and their 
young Son Jesus, Who is the Christ. From a few actual  
snippets of sacred scripture, and the apocryphal  
writings and tradition, we assemble an entire tableau 
of what we believe the family life of our Lord Jesus 
Christ must have been like. 

His father, Joseph is revered for his industry,  
obedience, benevolence, and even his piety in bringing  
his wife and Son to religious observances such as 
Passover. His mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary is  
cited for her surrender to God’s will and for her  
discernment of the divinity of her Son as she  
manifested at the wedding feast at Cana. 

But as parents raising a Son Whom they knew was 
destined for the greatest of all missions?  We can 
only imagine that they did their utmost to impart not 
only wisdom, but correct values and appropriate  
behavior to the young Jesus – a task which begins 
with embodying these virtues and traits in their own 
lives. We can also imagine that Joseph, Mary, and 
Jesus were an exemplary family in their community, 
impelling others to be the same.

Pope Francis calls on every family to be a light,  
however faint, amid the darkness of this world.  
Perhaps, Father Robert’s meaning in calling my family 
a “holy family” is precisely that exhortation of the Holy 
Father to stoke the flames of the hearths in our own 
homes to shine for others as the Light of The Holy 
Family did in Nazareth two millennia ago. To this, my 
family says “Amen!”

Happy New Year!
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New Year Messages
Dear fellow co-journeyers:

A GRACE-FILLED NEW YEAR TO ALL!

We have several reasons to be happy for -- God loves us so much that He provided 
us with our needs and helped us lead a meaningful life.

The year that has passed has been a blessing for all of us in many ways. We have 
gone through various challenges and trials in life, yet, we victoriously survived and 
gracefully moved on to realize our hopes and dreams for our loved ones.

Year 2018 was a great epiphanic presence to us of God’s paternal faithfulness, filial 
loving care and creative wisdom in our faith and life’s journey. Thank you so much 

Lord, for not giving up on us and for teaching us to learn how to be selfless, charitable and compassionate to 
others, especially the lost, the least and the last.

Year 2019 is another hope-filled journey to start. We are called to affirm the goodness of God and the beauty 
of life. We are challenged to promote just and humane social and personal relationships and to protect Mother 
Earth, our common home.  Let us always bear in mind that 2019 is another year of the Lord. This year is another 
year for all of us to live in communion with God, with one another as community of families witnessing God’s 
mercy and compassion. 

Your Co-journeyer,

FR. REU JOSE C. GALOY, OFM

Dear fellow Paduans,

Another year has passed and we are grateful for all the blessings we have re-
ceived during the year. It might have been a rough year for some of us, but some-
how we managed to pull through. So many things happened, so many lessons 
learned. It’s a never-ending learning experience. Some have gained new family 
members and others have lost loved ones. 

Through all the challenges we faced, the Lord was with us. For those trials com-
ing, we will face them with Him together. One thing that always gets me through 
these is by remembering this quote from Jesus through a visionary:

“You worry about My kingdom and I will worry about your problems.” 

Always remember that nothing is impossible for the Lord. 

Thank you all for being a part of our faith family. Thank you for being a part of Santuario de San Antonio Parish. 

A blessed Christmas and a fulfilling New Year to you and your loved ones! 



December 30, 2018

3

Another World is Possible
By Fr. Jamil Albert, OFM

In 2006, when I was still a Simple Professed Friar, 
we were invited to participate in “World Social Forum” 
a week-long gathering held in Karachi with a theme  
“Another World is Possible”, which also happens to 
be the title of David McNally’s book, “Another World 
is Possible: Globalization and Anti-Capitalism”. The 
theme is still very fresh in my memories as it is also 
related to our Humane/Christian thrust of all times as 
the world in which we live is experiencing issues of 
social justice, ethical/social/religious values, violence 
and intolerance from domestic to National and to  
International levels, the rapid increase from  
conventional wars to nuclear, digital and cyber 
wars, concerns of natural climate change and its  
unstoppable consequences on the life on the face of 
earth, discrimination against the religious, ethnic and 
gender minorities across the globe, violation of basic 
human rights in the name of development etc. in this 
whole factual scenario, this question is haunting us 
again and again, “Is Another World Really Possible?”

My response to this question is “Yes”, another world 
is possible, as I reflect on the passage from the  
Prophet Isaiah, “the people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light… and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore… A shoot will 
come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a 
Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of wisdom and of  
understanding… they will neither harm nor destroy on 
all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea” (Is.9:2-4; 11:1-9). It is the Magna Carta of Peace, 
which is realized in the person of Jesus Christ, the 
Prince of Peace.

The Hebrew word for peace is “Shalom”, which refers 
to calm, and tranquility of persons, communities, and 
nations, being free from all sorts of disturbances but is 
also referred, in its narrowest sense, to the absence of 
conflicts, violence or wars, and when people resolve 
their conflicts without any aggression/ or being violent. 
Like Christ, our mission on earth is to bring to one  
another God’s peace and God’s fullness/ 
completeness, so when peace is greeted/ 
communicated God’s healing and completeness is 
shared, as is commissioned by Jesus, “Whatever 
house you enter… Peace to this house” (Lk.10:5). Of 
course, all the disciples of Jesus took it seriously, but 
here, I would like to mention a champion of peace, 
St. Francis of Assisi, who became subject to all,  
being gentle to every creature, being unassuming and 
peaceful, being courteous and humble speaking the 
language of God’s love to every creature. Even in the 
midst of violence-ridden Crusades, Francis took the 
path of peace, pardon and non-violence.  However, 
as a Franciscan, I look at it from a perspective of St. 
Francis, when every creature of God is respected  
in its own space, when no other object of the  
creation feels threatened or fearful from others, when  
differences or diversity is taken as beauty of the  
Creator, and when not only conflicts are resolved 
without any violence but conflicts and differences 
are taken as starting points to come closer to each  
other, to construct harmonious coexistence and to give 
freedom to each other to flourish. It is also a state of 
celebrating others’ lives and being open to learn from 
one another. We are called upon to be at Shalom with 
God and with one another and within ourselves. I wish 
and pray that the “Peace Prayer of St. Francis” which 
is the heart of the Gospels, be the prayer of the entire 
human family wherein each and every one becomes 
the instrument of God’s peace.  



Theotokos
By RJ Limpo
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Theotokos, Greek for “Mother  

of God” or “God-Bearer”, is 

a title given to Mary. It was  

historically disputed during the 

early times for the reason that 

Mary could not be considered 

the Mother of God but rather 

Mother of Christ. But due to 

the hypostatic union of Christ’s 

being which is both human 

and divine in nature, distinctly  

and inseparably, affirms the  

argument that Mary is in fact 

the Mother of God. This belief 

is now dogma in our Church. 

And such acceptance of this 

truth, has likewise made  

January 1, the Solemnity of 

Mary, Mother of God, and is a 

Holy day of obligation. 

Our Blessed Mother goes by 

many titles. In the litany of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, Mary fills 

the many roles in our lives that 

only she can fill. Even in each 

apparition that our Blessed 

Mother has made in the past, 

a new title would be given to 

her. All these titles and roles 

are important to our faith and 

each has a unique significance 

by itself. But perhaps THE most 

important of all titles is that of 

her being the Mother of God. 

This is the most primal of all  

titles. For without this title, there 

would not be any other title. 

This title is the beginning of all. 

And this design holds true even 

in our own life. We all have our 

own earthly mothers who play 

many different roles in our life. 

Despite the many roles, the fact 

remains that she is our mother. 

This now reiterates the  

importance and significance of 

Theotokos. As the Lord gifts us 

with our Blessed Mother as the 

perfect example of obedience and 

faith, thus meriting the highest 

honor of being called the Mother 

of God, we too, like Mary, must 

strive to perfect our obedience 

and faith to our Lord. For it is only 

by that example can we bear fruits 

like Mary.  
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The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
By Mike Julian

Why do we celebrate Mass on New Year’s Day? 
The Catholic Church celebrates the Solemnity of 
Mary, the Holy Mother of God on the first day of 
the year. It is a Feast Day of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, which celebrates her motherhood to our Lord  
Jesus Christ. We highlight the significance of Mary’s 
role in the life of Jesus and recognize His being 
both human and divine. It is a holy day of obligation  
(together with the Immaculate Conception –  
December 8, and the Nativity of the Lord –  
December 25).

The word “Solemnity” does not refer to Mary’s  
personality, rather it is a designation used for  
liturgical celebrations within the church calendar.  
Solemnities are the highest rank of liturgical  
celebrations, higher than feast days and memorials.

The title “Mother of God” dates back to the 4th  
century and was officially consecrated as Catholic 
doctrine at the Council of Ephesus, becoming the 
first Marian doctrine. This Catholic doctrine is based 
on the doctrine of Incarnation: “But when the right 
time came, God sent His Son, born of a woman, 
subject to the law” (Galatians 4:4).

As we honor Mary on this day, we are thankful for 
her response to the angel’s message, “Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me according 
to thy word.” (Luke 1:38). And because of this, “the 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us” (John 
1:14). Because of her “Yes”, she has become the 
Mother of our Lord and a vital instrument to God’s 
divine plan of salvation. She lived with the highest 
purpose possible - to devote herself totally to God’s 
holy will. Not only does she deserve our admiration 
and praise, but she also deserves our purest love. 
After all, she is loved first by no less than her Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

And as God our Father had chosen her to be the 
mother of His only begotten Son, so has Christ  
given her to us at the foot of the cross to be our 
mother; “Woman, behold thy son” and to the  

disciple, “Behold thy mother.” (John 19:26-27). As 
our heavenly mother, her prayers for our needs are 
frequent and powerful. As she obtained help for 
the bridal couple of Cana without their knowledge, 
so does she obtain help for us in many needs, of 
which we are unaware. Because of this, we are  
encouraged to turn to our Mother Mary to nurture us 
in our spiritual journey as she points us to her Son, 
Jesus. 

Like Mary, we as Christians are called to respond 
as children to our Father’s calling – a calling that is 
deeply personal to us; a calling that requires deep 
faith and obedience to do His will; a calling that 
we can fulfill with deep humility and with complete  
surrender to our Lord as we look to our Blessed  
Mother for inspiration and intercession. We  
celebrate Mass today as a Communion of Saints, 
receiving Christ in our hearts and our lives just as 
Mary received Him.     



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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The SSAPFI Scholarship Ministry would like to extend its heartfelt 
gratitude to its donors and all those who helped out in making this 
year’s Scholars’ Christmas Party / Homecoming a success. 

LIST OF DONORS

1. Menchu O. Bautista
2. Carlos and Mariza del Rosario
3. Anonymous
4. Lyn Arteficio
5. Joyce Marquel Bangasan  
      (SSAP scholar)
6. Carmelita Banson
7. Isabelle Banson
8. Jan-B Banson
9. Lia Bautista
10. Noel Bautista
11. Ruby Ann Bautista
12. Agnes Buenaventura
13. Bambina Buenaventura
14. Steven and Marisa Chan
15. Jean Chavez
16. Rose Ann Chung
17. Jennylyn Cortel  
       (SSAP scholar)
18. Marietta Cuyegkeng
19. Dely Fernandez
20. Robert and Mary Fernandez
21. Susan Filamor
22. Berna Filart
23. Ella Gana
24. Gonzales Family
25. Alice Guerero
26. Marilou Tuason-Guingona
27. Letty Laurel
28. Baby Ledesma
29. Linda Linsua
30. Adela Lim

31. Mert Loinaz
32. Menchu Lopez
33. Rose Lopez
34. Philip Mallari
35. Metropolitan Bank and Trust   
       Company Paseo de Roxas  
       Branch
36. Christine Ngo
37. Millette Ocampo
38. Gina Ordoñez
39. Katrina Pacheco
40. Sabrina Panlilio
41. Margot Perez
42. Renan Prado 
43. Angela Quila
44. Lita Revilla
45. Katrina Ripoll
46. Jun Rodriguez
47. Regine Samson
48. Doris See
49. Cha Sotto
50. Marge Tambunting
51. Tan Family
52. Tesengco Family
53. Erlinda Ursua
54. Nancy Uy
55. Erlinda Velasco
56. Girl Velasquez
57. Tetchie Velasquez
58. Marie Yu
59. Tisa Zamora
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4 First Friday
f
r
i

5 First Saturday
s
a
t

6 Solemnity of the Epiphany  
of the Lord

s
u
n

January 2019
Calendar of Activities

Try Gina Vi’s award-winning desserts!
Frozen Brazos (Karamelo, Dalandan, Dos Tsokolates,  
Kalamansi, Kape, Keso, Mangga, Milon, Mercedes, Pakwan, 
Presa, Tsokolate, Ube, Wasabi); Flavored Leche Flans 
(Keso, Tsokolate, Koko, Kape, Mangga)  
0917-8651130; ginavi2015@gmail.com; FB: Gina Vi

31
New Year’s Eve
Regular Weekday Mass:  
Main Church: 6:15 am, 7:30am,  
12:15nn 
New Year’s Eve Mass:  
Main Church: 6:00 pm and 8:00 pm
No Mass in all villages and condos

m
o
n

1
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Mass Schedule:
Main Church:  
7:45 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 
4:30 pm, 6:00 pm
No Mass in all villages and condos

t
u
e

january

december
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