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Faith and Inclusivity in SYA
By: Monica Madrigal

Since I was young, I’ve been blessed to be part of 
a Church community in Alabang. I’ve always 
considered this community to be l ike family to me 
- a faith family that was indispensable in helping 
to nurture and strengthen my relationship with 
God. 

However, when I l ived abroad on my own for a 
few years, I experienced practicing my faith in a 
more solitary manner. As most of my friends 
weren’t practicing Catholics, I would usually go 
to Church by myself. I never stopped praying and 
going to Church but I felt that my faith had 
stagnated. I found how challenging it is to be 
truly faithful to God when I am alone. I missed 
being part of a Church community.

When I returned home, I decided to join the 
Single Young Adults or SYA. Since I’ve joined, I 
feel l ike my faith has grown and is continuing to 
grow steadily and surely. I have found a new faith 
family, one that has welcomed me and many 
others with open arms.

In SYA, I’m able to witness how we’re all unique
as individuals – each uniquely blessed by God
with different personalit ies, talents and
experiences in l ife. These differences enrich us as
individuals and as a whole. When I attend our
prayer meetings, I learn immeasurably from
listening to others share their personal
experiences and their journeys in faith. When we
work together on activit ies, we contribute our
different gifts and talents. “Just as a body,
though one, has many parts, but all its many parts
form one body, so it is with Christ.” (1 Corinthians
12:12) We are but one family, brothers and sisters
who share the same faith in Christ.

Being part of a community is important, as God
doesn’t mean for us to practice our faith in
isolation. We need each other to affirm,
strengthen and deepen our faith. We need to
pray with each other. “For where two or three
gather in My Name, there am I with them.”
(Matthew 18:20)

Parish Bulletin-June 10.indd   2 6/8/2018   9:01:57 AM



3

May 27, 2018

Parish Bulletin-June 10.indd   3 6/8/2018   9:01:57 AM



4

PARISH BULLETIN

4

By: Nancy Gonewai, CCD Teacher
Photo Courtesy of Tino Leyuse

On Saturday, 19 May, 2018, forty-six students from CCD, 
(Continuing Catholic Development), were bestowed the 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit during a moving and joyous 
Confirmation Ceremony presided by His Excellency Bishop 
Broderick S. Pabillo, DD, Auxiliary Bishop of Manila and 
concelebrated by Father Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM, our Parish 
Priest and CCD’s Spiritual Advisor. 

As an introduction, one of the candidates told a packed 
congregation that “… Just like the very first Pentecost, the 
Holy Spirit, through the Bishop, will descend upon us and we 
will be blessed with His seven gifts of Wisdom, Understanding, 
Right Judgement, Courage, Knowledge, Reverence and 
Wonder and Awe”. He then invited the congregation to 
“Please join us in happiness and thanksgiving, as we 
celebrate this very important milestone in our journey as 
Soldiers of Christ”.

The core of the Celebration started with the Rite of 
Confirmation, when Katty Roxas-Chua Qua, CCD 
Chairperson, presented the candidates individually and by 
name to Bishop Pabillo in the presence of their parents, 
godparents, families and friends and their teachers - 
declaring that “... the candidates here present and standing 
seek to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, the seal of 
the Holy Spirit. I attest that all the candidates have gone 
through the process of formation and have received the 
appropriate catechesis afforded by Santuario de San 
Antonio Parish through its ministry, the Continuing Catholic 
Development, and are now worthy to receive the 
Sacrament.” Then the Candidates, with their godparents 
and parents, moved in procession to the main altar where 
Bishop Pabillo placed his hands on each candidate and 
anointed them with chrism and the blessing “Be sealed with 
the gift of the Holy Spirit” and prayed to “our Father that He 
will pour out the Holy Spirit to strengthen His sons and 
daughters with His gifts and to be their Helper and their 
Guide”.

Bishop Pabillo started his Homily by addressing the parents, 
calling them “good parents as the large crowd shows how 
important you look at this Sacrament, by your presence and 
show of support”.

To the new Confirmandi, Bishop Pabillo reminded 
them of the first Pentecost referring to the day’s 
First Reading from the Book of Ezekiel “that I will 
put My Spirit in you and make you eager to obey 
and My teachings and laws”. He went on to tell 
them that the Sacrament they had just received 
“you receive only once in your life and it will stay 
with you forever” and just as Jesus had promised 
His disciples, Bishop Pabillo assured them that the 
Holy Spirit will always help them and will always 
remain with them – and that “with Confirmation 
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit, you are 
strengthened to discern and decide to do what is 
right, not what is wrong”. 

In her closing remarks, CCD Chair, Katty 
Roxas-Chua Qua, congratulated the Confirmandi 
on having reached an important milestone in 
their lives. “You have received the Holy Spirit”, 
Mrs Qua told them, adding, “As you mature and 
start making important life choices, that Spirit will 
be your strength and guide, if you but listen to it.” 
Mrs. Qua advised, “Let the life you build be a life 
of faith, dedicated to loving and serving God in 
all things”. She then thanked the parents and 
godparents for this special day for them too with 
the hope “that your sons and daughters make 
you proud at this very moment. You have brought 
them this far. This our enduring task as parents: 
the faith we received as gift we give as gift to 
these children that we love so dearly”. 

On behalf of CCD, Mrs. Qua, thanked HE Bishop 
Broderick Pabillo, DD, Presider, Co-Celebrant, 
Father Reu Jose Galoy, OFM, the Eucharistic 
Ministers: Basty Roxas-Chua, Bong de Ocampo, 
and Mike Yuson, Commentator, CCD Teacher 
Micki Poe, Psalm 47 Male Chorale and CCD 
Teacher Patrick Castaneda, the Altar Servers : 
Jose Francisco Borromeo, Joachim Drilon, 
Michael Mari Drilon, Vincent Anthony Tiu and 
Anna Mireya Borromeo, the Sacristans and Parish 
office staff, her CCD Partner, Marivic Borromeo 
and CCD staffer, Leah Azarcon, Volunteer 
Teachers, Jojo Leveriza, Mimi David and Crissy 
Castillo. And as a fitting end to this memorable 
and once-in-a- lifetime Celebration, Mrs Qua 
paid special tribute to and expressed “sincerest 
gratitude to our very dedicated Confirmation 
teachers who have lovingly and patiently 
prepared your children for this special day : 
Nancy Gonewai, Rachelle Wenger, Mimi David 
on behalf of Yolanda Lomotan, and Regina de 
Ocampo”.

LEVEL 7 CCD STUDENTS 
BECOME SOLDIERS OF CHRIST
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In celebrat ion of the Marian
month of May, the Pr ison Minist ry
sponsored two the annual events
in both the Makati  and Taguig
City Jai ls .

Last May 25, over 200 PDLs
(Persons Deprived of L iberty)
f rom the male and female dorms
of the Taguig City Jai l  took part
in the “Alay Kay Maria”  which
was an afternoon of t r ibute to
our Blessed Virgin.  Several
speakers gave talks about our
Blessed Mother Mary whi le
Marian songs were sung in
between the lectures.  An
offer ing of f lowers and a special
number were given by some of
the PDLs who recently f in ished
going through their  consecrat ion
to Mama Mary via the 33 days to
MorningGlory self- retreat.

On May 28, 2018 at 3pm, the
annual Santacruzan was held at
Makati  City Jai l  with more than
20 couples part icipating direct ly
in the parade and with the ent i re
female dorm in audience. The
afternoon celebrat ion started
with a Mass,  fol lowed by an
explanation of why the
Santacruzan is  actual ly a very
spir i tual  event,  which was
brought about by the search for
the Lord’s True Cross as is  the
meaning of “Santacruzan“  which
in Engl ish means ”Holy Cross”.

The minist ry would l ike to thank
members of the OFS and EMHC
(Alo, Beewie, T i ta Em and John)
for their  part icipation in the said
events.  Al l  par ishioners are
invited to join the Pr ison
Minist ry’s future events and
sponsorships.

5

Celebrating Alay Kay Maria and 
Santacruzan at the City Jails 

By RJ L impo
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FIESTA 2018 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES
ST. ANTHONY:  OUR MODEL OF RENEWED SERVANT-LEADERS

FOR THE NEW EVANGELIZATION

Activities:

Novena Mass Day 7
Sponsor:

Presider:

Homilist:

June 10
(Sun)

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Libreng Almusal (c/o Scholarship/

Novena Mass Day 8
Sponsor:

Presider/Homilist:

Novena Mass Day 9

Presider/Homilist:

San Pedro Bautista Province

Sponsor:

Presider/Homilist:

June 11
(Mon)

June 12 
(Tues)

June 13 
(Wed)
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