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My family on vacation is a well-oiled machine. 
Anyone who looks carefully, will see the diff erent parts 
we all play: We’ve got the muscle (my brother), the 
navigator (sister #1), the shopper and always-on-
the-hunt-for-food (sister #2), the planner (me), and of 
course, our fi nancier and #bosslady whose fi nal word 
is law (my mom).  

These roles carry over to our daily routines too. 
Ostensibly, it will probably seem like we each have 
very clear-cut parts to play. But underneath the veneer 
of these boxed-in responsibilities is a much more fl uid 
dynamic system. The truth is, we are less like cogs 
of one machine, each with a specifi c job, and more 
like the oil that fl ows into the machine, making it work 
smoothly. 

Over the course of the last few years, my family has 
weathered storms and troubled waters. We’ve been 
pulled apart and pieced back together again. People 
have walked in and out of our lives. I’ve realized that 
we have grown through changes and challenges, 
not because we all know the roles that we play, but 
because we choose to adapt and grow together. 

In 2014, for example, I was diagnosed with 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, which is a fancy term for 
‘Cancer of the Lymph Nodes’. For 6 months, I could 
not work, work out, go to malls or restaurants, or do 
most of the things that had become part and parcel 
of my family’s weekly routines. But more than that, 
as the one fresh from college at the time, I was the 
planner, errand girl, and designated driver – all roles I 
couldn’t fulfi ll anymore. We had to fi nd a new norm. In 
the process, we learned to be sensitive to one another, 
to allow ourselves to be vulnerable, and to focus more 
on what we could give, and how we could express 
gratitude, rather than dwell on ‘the way things used to 
be’. Cancer was a battle that my family fought together.

This is what I’ve learned: When storms and rain 
clouds darken the horizons, we should stop asking 
‘Who should be doing this?’ and start asking ‘How can 
I help?’. What matters more than being clear about our 
roles in the family, is being clear about the role of the 
family, and for all members to move in unity, always 
and in all ways.

Unity Always, and in All Ways
By: Mara Eala
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Clarity seeks that our active participation and 
commitment to the Parish is not simply a matter of 
religious duty and obligation. Jesus demands that 
we commit ourselves to Him because of His life of 
intense commitment to us. There lies the conversion 
of the heart and mind that enables one to focus on 
one thing necessary – Salvation. In the Bible, the 
other meaning of clarity or single-mindedness is 
“purity”. Here, in the theological meaning of clarity, 
purity is fi delity.

Fidelity to Christ brings us to that biblical calling: 
to love God is to love one’s neighbor. In this sense, 
commitment is to be understood in the wider 
scheme of things. We see commitment, not only 
from within but also from without. SSAP is known 
for many outreach programs -- scholarship, health, 
prison, and the sacraments. Our commitment starts 
in the Parish, then goes out to seek the lost, last, 
and least. We must keep closer to our hearts, the 
account on the fi nal judgment (Matthew 25). There 
we can see God’s special love for the poor and the 
underprivileged. 

As Christians, we are all called to live a life of 
loving service. In our Parish community, there are 
many men and women who have always striven 

Clarity Begets Commitment
By: Fr. Judee Mar Maquinad

to serve the diff erent Parish ministries with much 
intelligence, dedication and commitment. However, 
there remains the biblical challenge, “The harvest 
is plentiful but the labourers are few.” There is so 
much that needs to be done! Just look and listen 
to what is happening around us. Think about how 
the Parish envisions itself. There are still many 
aspirations and dreams to fulfi ll. There are still many 
plans and endeavors that need action. Thus, the 
dire need for more laborers. Yes, you got it right! 
Our Parish is in need of more laborers! Yes, there is 
still room for you! Just, a reminder please, the work 
is voluntary… but we can seek sure satisfaction, 
from this biblical wisdom, “Seek ye fi rst the Kingdom 
of God and everything will be given unto you.”

Allow me to take this opportunity to thank all 
of you, dear Parishioners. Thank you for all the 
wonderful and grace-fi lled experiences, in my 
almost one year of stay in this very unique Parish. 
God willing, on May 23, 2018 (as scheduled), I shall 
leave SSAP to go for further studies in Rome, Italy. 
Please pray for me as I do the same, remembering 
all of you in my prayers. Maraming Salamat po sa 
inyong lahat!
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“How can this be, since I have 
no relations with a man?” Mary 
questioned the angel Gabriel 
who unfolded God’s plan that 
she was to be the Mother of God. 
The angel explained that the 
Holy Spirit would overshadow 
her and make her conceive. As 
soon as she understood, she 
answered: “Fiat (Thy will be 
done).” Immediately, the Son of 
God was conceived in her virgin 
womb.

Like Mary, each of us has 
a vocation, a calling from 
God: the vocation to holiness. 
He wants us to be saints. He 
chooses diff erent vocations for 
us: as priest, as religious, as lay 
apostolic celibate, or as married 
person. (Yes, marriage is a divine 
vocation!)

God calls us not because 
of our talents, virtues or merits, 
but because He loves us. He 
chooses our vocation on how to 
love, serve and glorify Him on 
earth. It is our path through which 

The ABC’s of Catholic Doctrine
Mary, Show Us the Way!

By: Lianne Tiu
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He wants us to be really happy 
on this earth and in Heaven.

To know God’s plan for us, 
we ask daily, “Lord, what do You 
want from me?” He reveals our 
vocation to us in diff erent ways. 
He considers our temperament, 
our circumstances, and many 
other factors. Mary’s vocation 
was unveiled by an archangel. 
To some people, God’s message 
is made known through prayers 
or spiritual direction with a holy 
priest or friend. To others, it 
shows through some disaster 
or tragedy. Many times, His 
message is revealed gradually 
through His little whisperings. 
We cannot hear His voice when 
we are self-absorbed, and when 
we are full of noise.

We might say, “But I am a 
sinner,” and worry about our past 
lives, mistakes, and infi delities. 
Or we might fear that God will 
demand too much from us. We 
fear suff ering; we fear losing our 
freedom.

The angel told 
Mary, “Do not be 
afraid.” We, too, 
should not fear God 
nor His plan for each 
of us. What should 
scare us is when 
we cut ourselves off  
from His voice. When 
we create our own 
purpose in life, we lose 
our chances of eternal 
happiness.

Once we see 
clearly God’s will, 
our decision has to 
be immediate and 
defi nite. We imitate 
our Lady in her Fiat, 
which was a complete 
a b a n d o n m e n t 
of herself to do 
everything for God. 
By saying “I am the 
handmaid of the Lord,” 

Mary saw clearly her relationship 
with God. She was to serve.

Many of us, Catholics, live 
aimlessly because we lack a 
clear idea of why we personally 
exist. We know in a general 
way why we are created, but we 
cannot connect this general idea 
with our vocation.

“Mary, show us the way!” A 
clear discovery and acceptance 
of our vocation gives meaning to 
our existence. Life becomes truly 
exciting because we understand 
where God is leading us, knowing 
that He loves us and wants us to 
be happy.

(References: “Mary of 
Nazareth” by Federico Suarez; 
Pope Francis on Vocation: When 
Jesus Calls Us; “Gaudete et 
Exsultate” by Pope Francis; Holy 
Bible: Luke 1:26-38)
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The SSAPFI SCHOlarship Ministry is currently 
interviewing applicants for Vocational-Technical 
scholarships at our partner schools: Don Bosco, 
Makati, Our Lady of Guadalupe College and the 
Manila Institute for Culinary Arts and Residential 
Services (MICARS). Deserving but needy college 
students whose parents’ incomes cannot sustain 
their 3rd and 4th Year college expenses have 
likewise come to SSAP to seek help. 

Tuition, food and transportation expenses 
of approximately 21 scholars are provided by 
SCHOlarship Ministry funds, raised through 
donations of parishioners and Francisfest 
proceeds. 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR
SCHOOL YEAR 2018-2019

By: Jean R. Chavez

We appeal to our generous parishioners to 
help more applicants from impoverished families. 
Please see the Profi les of Applicants and support 
their chances to triumph over hardship through 
education and attain a better quality of life with the 
end goal of contributing to our nation’s economy 
and growth.

All donations -- from full or partial sponsors 
-- are welcome. For further inquiries, please call 
Mrs. Jackie Macasias at the SSAP Offi  ce. Tel. no. 
843-8830 local 4.

May the Good Lord and our Blessed Mother 
bless you for your kindness and generosity! 

Bernard is the youngest of four children whose father is a 
farmer and mother a housewife. He grew up with an aunt whom 
he helped in her housework while she paid for his tuition. Now he 
is working part time as a waiter in Shakey’s Pizza to augment his 
aunt’s income to pay for his schooling.

Bernard B. CONTADO, age 21
4th Year, BS Administration Major
in Business Management
STI – Parañaque
GWA: 2.25

Tuition: P 47,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance:    8,800/yr. (P220/week)
Food allowance:    10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL P 65,800/Yr. 

Shaira is the daughter of SSAP driver, Ariel Bagat. Her mother 
works as a Rescue and Disaster Team member of the Makati 
City Hall. She sees herself working as a Network Engineer in an 
Information Technology (I.T.) company in the future.

Shaira C. BAGAT, age 18 
3rd Yr., BS Information Technology                                         
Jose Rizal University
Grade Weighted Average (GWA) : 85.00

Tuition: P 54,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance:  11,200/yr. (P280/week)
Food allowance:  10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL P 75,200/Yr. 

Tin resides in Cembo. Given her determination she envisions 
a rewarding career in network engineering and technical support.

Ma. Florentine M. BUCOY, age 19
3rd Year, Information Technology
Jose Rizal University 
GWA:  87.00

Tuition: P 54,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance:    8,400/yr. (P210/week)
Food allowance:  10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL P 72,400/Yr. 

Profi les of SY 2018-2019 College Applicants

Kem was a scholar of the Catholic Women’s League of the 
SSAP at the Technological University of the Philippines, Taguig 
(Electronics Engineering Technology). If given the chance, 
Kem wants to pursue a Bachelor of Science in Electronics and 
Communications Engineering, also at TUP  (3 years, trimester).

Kristi Earl Mari D. CORTEZ, age 19
2nd Year, BS Electronics
   and Communications Engineering
Technological University
   of the Philippines, Taguig
GWA: 1.88

Tuition: P 18,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance:    8,000/yr. (P200/week)
Food allowance:    10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL P 36,000/Yr. 
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Dan is the son of our Parish electrician, Rico. He commutes 
from Bulacan where his family resides. He graduated this year 
from the Technological University of the Philippines (Graphics 
Technology major in Architectural Technology). He wants to pursue 
BS Architecture at the National University where he recently passed 
the entrance examination. The Architecture trimester program of 
NU would allow him to fi nish the course in 3 years.

Billy is a tricycle driver and part-time student. He is very serious 
about fi nishing his studies. He lives with his sister whose husband 
is also a tricycle driver. Billy’s father is deceased and his mother 
has her own family.

From Angono, Rizal, Allen Jane’s dream is to take up 
Criminology and be a policewoman. However, she does not have 
the luxury of time to study for 4 years. The family’s meager income 
and her father’s irregular work as a crane operator made her decide 
to pursue caregiving instead, as it would assure her of immediate 
employment in less than a year.

The pain of his parents’ separation is evident in John-John’s 
eyes but the tragedy strengthened his resolve to succeed. A Quiz 
Bee contestant during his high school days, he sings and plays 
the guitar and looks forward to working eventually in the Finance 
Department of an established company.

Dan Angelo M. DACUT, age 19
1st Year, BS Architecture
National University

Tuition: P 60,000/year  (Est)
   (20,000/trimester
    x 3 trimesters) 
Transpo allowance:  24,000/yr. (P600/week)
Food allowance:  10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL P 94,000/Yr.

Billy Ray R. LOPEZ
4th Year, BS Electromechanical Technology
University of Rizal System
GWA: 2.28

Tuition: P   6,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance:  14,000/yr. (P350/week)
Food allowance:  10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL P 30,000/Yr. 

Allen Jane G. PACHOCO, age 19
8-months, Caregiver                                         
Our Lady of Guadalupe Colleges
GWA: 81.00

Tuition: P 28,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance:   17,600/8 mos. (P550/week)     
Food allowance:  10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL P 55,600/Yr. 

John Francis R. SINGSON, age 18
4th Year, BSA Major in Banking & Finance
Polytechnic University of the Philippines
GWA: 1.75

Tuition: P   2,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance:  37,400/yr. (P935/week)
Food allowance:  10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL P 49,400/Yr.

Jessa is a house helper whose employer allows her to go to 
school. With her salary she is trying to fi nish her college degree and 
is very serious about becoming a teacher.

Rico is the 8th of 9 children. He is striving to fi nish college 
because all his older siblings only fi nished high school. He wants to 
work after graduation, to help his family and improve his life.

Nana’s mother earns P 300 a day as a stay-out laundrywoman/
ironing lady in diff erent households six days a week. She is the 
sole breadwinner for Nana and her younger brother as her ex-
common-law husband left them with no support. In her free time, 
Nana goes with her mother to manually wash/iron clothes. She lives 
in Montalban. She wants to be a Science teacher one day.

SSAPFI Scholarship Program is an outreach program 
under the Social Services and Development Ministry of Santuario 
de San Antonio Parish Foundation, Inc. (SSAPFI) dedicated to 
provide education, spiritual and moral values formation through 
scholarships and guidance to indigent youth in order to develop 
them into responsible Christian-Filipino citizens (Kristiyanong 
Mamamayan).

Mission
• To contribute to the training and development of indigent 

young Filipino men and women.
• To provide them with vocational-technical skills and spiritual-

moral values formation to enable them to become economically 
self-reliant, morally upright and live with dignity in society.

• To provide opportunities for parishioners to share their time, 
talent and treasure by participating in the program.

Jessa L. ENERO, age 27
3rd Year, BS Elementary Education
University of Perpetual Help System Delta
GWA: 2.25

Tuition: P   94,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance:    14,600/yr. (P365/week)
Food allowance:    10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL P 118,600/Yr.

Rico L. MILLAMINA, age 19
4th Year, BS Electromechanical Technology 
University of Rizal System
GWA: 1.66

Tuition: P   6,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance:    8,800/yr. (P220/week)
Food allowance:  10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL P 24,800/Yr.

Rose Ann F. SEGUNDO, age 19
4th Year, BS Education Major in
   Early Childhood
Information and Computer Communication   
   Technology Colleges 
GWA: 1.75

Tuition: P 12,000/yr 
Transpo allowance:  24,000/yr. (P600/week)
Food allowance:  10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL P 46,000/ year 
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Ever since I can remember, going to Mass on a 
First Saturday has been one of our family’s long time 
devotions. When we entered school, the devotion 
continued. Every First Saturday, the nuns required all 
students to report in their white gala uniforms for the 
early morning Saturday Mass in honor of Our Lady of 
Fatima. 

My late husband and I did three visits to Fatima. I 
say ‘visits’ because in hindsight, I realized that during 
those years, I was more excited to be at the site of the 
apparition and buy souvenirs, rather than pray and 
understand the meaning of the message of Fatima. It 
was in one of those visits that we bought a beautiful 
image of Our Lady of Fatima, which about 30 years 
later, Pope Francis blessed and crowned during his 
visit to the Philippines in 2015. It is now the image we 
use during our weekly Tuesday Cenacle. 

Last year was the centennial of the Fatima 
apparitions. Some of our Cenacle members and 
friends went on a pilgrimage to Fatima and other 
Marian sites, led by Fr. Jose Francisco Syquia and 
Fr. Ramon Merino. During the bus rides, we would 
recall the story of Fatima, messages received and 
the request of Our Lady for the Five First Saturdays 
Devotion. Listening with more concentration on the 
refl ections, I then realized that while I observed the 
First Saturdays Devotion, I overlooked the specifi c 
intentions given by Our Lady.

It was during the July 13, 1917 apparition where 
Our Lady, after showing the 3 children the vision of 
Hell, said to them: “You have seen Hell where the 

Rediscovering My First Five Saturdays Devotion
By: Leticia C. Syquia (Tuesday Marian Cenacle Group)

souls of poor sinners go. To save them, God wishes 
to establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate 
Heart. If what I say to you will be done, many souls will 
be saved and there will be peace… I will come to ask 
for the consecration of Russia and the communion of 
reparation on First Saturdays.” 

Our Lady came back to reiterate her request 
from 1925-1929. She appeared to Sr. Lucia and said: 
“So at least try to console me and announce in my 
name that I promise to assist at the hour of death, 
with graces necessary for salvation, all those who 
on the First Saturday of fi ve consecutive months, 
go to Confession, receive Holy Communion, recite 
the Rosary, and keep me company for quarter of an 
hour, while meditating on the Mysteries of the Rosary 
with the intention of making reparation to me… in 
reparation for the fi ve blasphemies committed against 
my Immaculate Heart.” 

More aware now of the importance of Our Lady’s 
message, the Tuesday Marian Cenacle group led the 
First Five Saturdays Devotion at SSAP, which started 
last February 2018 and will continue until June 2018. 

We have the rest of the year to lift up to God, 
through Our Lady, our own personal petitions for 
ourselves, for others and for world peace. 

“The Fatima message is a call to Holiness and 
total consecration to God, which is actually a call to 
follow only the road to Heaven.”
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Parish Announcement

Applications are now being accepted for the SY 2018 - 2019  

We are now accepting applicants in the following levels: 

RECEPTION        for 5 - 6 year old 
LEVEL 1 : PRE- FIRST HOLY COMMUNION   for 6  7 year old 
LEVEL 2 : FIRST HOLY COMMUNION   for 7  8 year old 
LEVEL 3        for 8  9 year old 
LEVEL 4        for 9  10 year old 
LEVEL 5        for 10  11 year old 
LEVEL 6 : PRE-CONFIRMATION    for 11  12 year old 
LEVEL 7 : CONFIRMATION     for 12  13 year old 
CLUB8+ : Youth Group      for 13  18 year old 
 

Classed begin in August 2018 every Wednesdays at 4:15pm to 5:15pm OR 
Sundays at 9:15am to 10:15am 

The Continuing Catholic Development (CCD) is an internationally recognized 
parochial religious education program for children. In the Philippines, it has 
been officially assigned as a ministry of the Santuario de San Antonio Parish 
(SSAP) in Forbes Park, Makati City. As such, it is committed to educate its 
students with the basic teachings and fundamental truths of the Church. It 
also prepares students for the reception of the Sacraments of Reconciliation, 
First Holy Communion and Confirmation. 

CCD is currently offered to children who study in non-Catholic schools that 
do not provide Catechism as part of its curriculum nor as an extra-curricular 
activity. 

For inquiries please call or visit LEAH AZARCON at the CCD Office: 
Telephone Number : (02) 8438834 
Mobile Number : 0917 8193542 
Email Address : ccd.office.ssap@gmail.com 

Continuing Catholic Development 
Santuario de San Antonio Parish, Forbes Park, Makati City Tel. No. 8438834 
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