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FrancisFest 2018 Chairperson: 
Carrie Bautista

By Clarisse Gomez

Carrie Bautista has been part of the Santuario de San 
Antonio Parish community since 1980. A daily Mass 
goer and active member of the community, she has 
participated in different Parish ministries in various 
capacities, such as in the Catholic Women’s League 
(CWL), Cenacle, Centering Prayer group, Bible class, 
Lectors and Commentators ministry, and the Coro de 
San Antonio, among others.

She is driven to serve in this Parish because she  
recognizes how God works in her daily life and 
how much He has blessed her family. Her giving of 
self through service is her response to God’s love.  
Moreover, it is a response to His call to mission -- to 
make Christ known and loved. 

Service in her life has been a form of evangelization. 
It is in service and community -- formation talks, Bible 
study, etc. -- where people are brought into a stronger 
relationship with God. Her deep desire to bring people  
closer to God through service and community has  
affected many -- her peers in the Parish, the members 
of her household, and the many people she serves.

When presented with another opportunity to serve 
God, she graciously accepted the responsibility and 
role of Chairperson of FrancisFest 2018. While she 
knows that this role will come with many difficulties 
and challenges, she is confident in God’s guidance 
and providence in this mission.

Most of all, Carrie Bautista hopes that this year’s  
FrancisFest will bring the members of the Parish even 
closer to God. FrancisFest 2018 calls for all ministries  

to serve together in communion towards the  
common goal of serving the Parish’s beneficiaries.  
Through everyone’s humble work, the people we 
serve will be blessed with proper medical care through 
various health initiatives, as well as with educational  
opportunities for young people through scholarships. 

“Let us always remember that in prayerful work, 
we are intertwined in our rootedness to our Lord 
Jesus Christ and to our Mama Mary!” 
                                                          – Carrie Bautista
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Francis: Lover of the Poor
By Clarisse Gomez

EMHC CORNER

Even in the 21st century, the 
testimony of this late 12th  
century radical Catholic  
continues to attract many men 
and women to live differently  
amidst the prevailing culture 
of waste, commercialism, and  
violence. 

Francesco Bernardone was 
born in Assisi (now part of  
Italy) into a family of wealth and 
prestige. After going to war,  
being taken prisoner, and  
suffering from illness and  
depression, he began his  
gradual spiritual conversion.  
During his period of  
discernment and pilgrimage, 
God gave him this message:

“Oh, Francis, if you want to 
know My will, you must hate 
and despise all that which 
hither to your body has loved 
and desired to possess. 
Once you begin to do this, 

all that formerly seemed 
sweet and pleasant  
to you will become bitter 
and unbearable. Instead 
the things that formerly 
made you shudder will bring 
you great sweetness and  
comfort.”

While riding on horseback one 
day, Francis came across a  
leper on the road. He  
dismounted and gave him 
alms. He overcame his former 
aversion and kissed the leper’s 
hand. The leper then gave him 
a kiss of peace. In this event, 
we see Francis move towards 
a spirit of fraternal charity and 
love.

When he was 24 years old, 
Francis heard God tell him, 
“Francis, go repair My house 
which as you can see is  
falling completely to ruin.” He  
originally perceived this to 
mean repairing the chapels 
in Assisi, but over time, he 
and his companions found 
that their calling was to  
repair the larger Church. He  
discerned that God was  
calling him to inspire renewal in 
the faithful, and for him and his  
companions to live in  
simplicity, poverty, and  
solidarity with the poor.

St. Francis’ radical imitation of 
Christ has inspired men and 
women to follow the Franciscan  
way of life (in the spirit of St.  
Francis and St. Clare). His  
spirituality is not only present 
in the religious orders but also  
continues to live on in the service 
of lay people of the Church.

FRANCISFEST 2018
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Fraternal Love – Working with Scholars
By Mara Boquiren

While prayer and the sacraments always make me 
feel closer to God, there is, personally, nothing that 
makes me feel more spiritually whole than serving 
others -- whether it’s my family, my friends, animals, 
my church, SYA, the hospital ministry, the prison 
ministry, MagnifiKids, or JPIC Scholars. There truly 
is nothing quite as fulfilling.

Having a day job, a social life, and donating to  
charity are all wonderful things but my life can  
never be complete unless I am actively serving  
others. And I very much equate service with love. 
Love the verb -- not the feeling.  Love, to me, is 
paramount. It’s easy to feel love and to verbally 
express love, but actually performing acts of love 
(without discrimination or condition) on a daily  
basis, is what I consider the most important and, 
often, most difficult part of being human.

Obviously, I’m not perfect, so I do have my favorite  
causes. Those of greatest personal significance 
to me are children (ages 0-20 or 25) and animals. 
Maybe because I feel they are the most vulnerable 
of all (regardless of social status) or maybe because 
I identify with them the most.

I love working with our JPIC scholars because I 
feel like it’s an avenue and a final chance for us to  
influence them for the best, before they ‘go out into 
the real world’ of 9-5 jobs, office politics, making 
ends meet, and all other worldly challenges thrown 
their way. 

It’s easy to feel disillusioned and discouraged in 
the face of all of our problems, but I believe that  
keeping our faith whole and keeping our sights 
trained on the truly important things, make us  
stronger and more capable of dealing with life 
in general, as well as allow us to grow and  
become good Catholic citizens. This is what all of 
us SYA volunteers try to instill in our JPIC scholars  
whenever we teach them Catechism or take them 
on spiritual recollections.

It is our genuine hope that, through our work  
together, our JPIC scholars continue to grow as 
kind, loving individuals and perform their duties 
as Catholics to spread love and peace, as fully  
embodied by our Lord, Jesus Christ.

FRANCISFEST BENEFICIARY: SCHOLARSHIP MINISTRY
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FRANCISFEST BENEFICIARY: SCHOLARSHIP MINISTRY

Serving Jesus through Mary
By Mhayen Marquel Bangasan, JPIC College Scholar

“How can I be friends with Jesus?”, I asked my 
mama when I was a little girl. She told me to just 
talk to Him about anything, because she herself 
talks to Him all the time especially when she is 
with no one. I tried it and as a young kid who 
would ask a lot of questions and expect answers 
right away, I thought to myself, ‘He doesn’t even  
answer. How could it be possible to talk with Him?’ 
As I grew up, I realized how Jesus answers and 
moves in my life. He does it in mysterious ways. 

I am very blessed to be given the kind of family 
that I have. My parents are excellent teachers and 
had been a huge influence in shaping my faith 
in God. We would attend Mass together every  
Sunday then bond with one another. That makes 
me look forward to our family day every week. I 
was sent to a Catholic school during the earlier 
years of studying. I very much appreciate all the 
efforts and sacrifices of my parents just to make 
sure we would have a quality education. Aside 
from what they were teaching us at home, we 
were taught well at school which opened my mind 
more to who God is. I thought I was being a good 
Christian already because of what I know and 
how I had been practicing it until I was introduced 
to Legion of Mary in 2014, and my heart was fully 
opened to God. Being a Legionary transformed 
me. It changed my life and my relationship with 
people around me. It helped me have a better  

perspective about life and everything. Most  
especially, it brought me closer to Jesus Christ. 

Mama Mary best exemplified how it is to be 
a true Christian. She lived her life serving her  
purpose according to the will of God. She 
could have said ‘no’ to be the Mother of Jesus.  
Imagine what would happen to us if she had 
not been a true follower of God. She is of great  
significance for the will of God to take place. We  
give importance and respect to her because she  
bore in her womb our Savior. When we said ‘yes’ 
to becoming a Legionary, we were no longer  
ordinary people. We were called to serve this  
purpose, and we must be willing to do everything, 
to sacrifice, and to become holy. To be able to 
help the church to draw people closer to God, we 
must know Him more, strengthen our faith and  
relationship with Him, and do our best to  
become like Him first, so people may see Him 
through us. That is how we should serve as role  
models. It is never easy, because being human, 
we still continue to make mistakes. We have to 
strive hard to get through challenges and believe 
that God will always help us to succeed in our  
mission. What could be more fulfilling than being 
His instrument to help every person experience 
how loving and great He is?

Mama Mary has been a faithful servant of God, 
and as Legionaries, we are her soldiers. We must 
follow her example. We fight with her as she steps 
on the head of the serpent. I am very blessed and 
grateful to be a part of Legion of Mary. I felt how 
purposeful and significant my life has become 
since I became one of her soldiers. Nothing would 
ever compare to having been this blessed when 
I surrendered everything that I have and all that 
I am to the Queen. We will live our lives serving 
Jesus Christ by our devotion with Mary, in Mary, 
for Mary and through Mary.



September 9, 2018

5

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina’s Dream
By Angie de Castro

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina has a merciful and kind heart 
to everybody especially the weak, the least and the 
last. During his life, he thought not only about spiritual  
welfare of his neighbor, which is primordial, but also for 
their physical and temporal needs. In this concern, three 
dreams have emerged in Padre Pio.

First, is the place where the sick can be cured or find 
relief on his sufferings. This desire was accomplished 
already during his life. It is the Casa Sollievo della  
Sofferenza, or “House for the Relief of Suffering,” a  
massive hospital founded in San Giovanni Rotondo 
in 1956. Now it is considered one of the most efficient 
and highly specialized medical facilities in Europe, the  
hospital counts 1,000 beds divided into 40 medical 
and surgical units, treating 57,000 inpatients each year 
from Italy and all over the world. As well as being a full  
service hospital, the Casa Sollievo publishes on average 
approximately 180 scientific articles every year in a wide 
variety of prestigious scientific publications and journals  
internationally.  

The second dream of Padre Pio was a great church, 
“not like the small matchbox’ as he said.  This dream 
was also accomplished in 2004. The church’s design  
conceived by the famous architect, Renzo Piano,  
occupies – with its enormous conchshell structure –  
approximately 6,000 sq. m. and represents the second  
largest church in Italy after Milan’s Duomo. Finally 
opened after ten years of construction, and also known 
as the Church of St. Pio, the new Sanctuary was almost  

Envelopes for your petitions and donations are available at the church 
racks.  Pls. issue checks to PHILIPPINE CENTER FOR ST. PIO OF 
PIETRELCINA, INC.

entirely financed by the offerings of pilgrims. Today it can 
hold up to 6,500 people at once.

The last dream of Padre Pio is the place where the  
elderly priest and friars can spend their last years of 
life. Since 1950 Padre Pio said: “After thinking about 
children, young people … now we have to think about 
making a home for elderly priests. When they grow 
old, they do not have someone to give them a glass of  
water.” This desire is still in the  process. The “Domus  
Sacerdotalis San Pio de Pietrelcina, home for elderly  
priests and friars and reception center for clergy” 
was initiate last 2000 but the construction site had 
stopped due to economic problems. But thanks to the  
benefactors, the work has been resumed.  Now, we are 
almost finishing the first phase of the construction. We 
hope to finish or complete it as soon as possible with the 
help of the Divine Providence through the intercession of 
Padre Pio and the contribution of generous hearts so that 
we can realize the dream of our beloved Saint Pio. To all 
I would like to say with Padre Pio: “Thank you for all you 
do for me and those entrusted to me. May Jesus repay 
you a hundredfold.”

Fr. GianMaria DiGiorgio
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EMHC Recommissioning
By Totoy Abiog

The Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
(EMHC) had their recommissioning for 2018 
last August 12 (Sunday) during the 6pm Mass  
presided over by Fr. Reu Galoy. The Liturgical  
Commissioning within the celebration of the  
Eucharist was the culmination of the annual  
Ongoing Formation (OGF) as mandated by the 
Archdiocesan Liturgical Commission, Manila.

The Rite of Recommissioning is akin to the  
renewal of baptismal vows during Easter  
Sunday. During the Rite, Fr. Reu addressed 
the candidates: “In this ministry, you must be  
examples of Christian living in faith and conduct; 
you must strive to grow in holiness through this 
Sacrament of unity and love. Remember, that, 
though many, we are one body because we share 
the one bread and the one cup.

“As Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
be, therefore, especially observant of the Lord’s 
command to love your neighbor. For, when He 
gave His body as food to His disciples, He said to 
them: ‘This is my Commandment, that you should 
love one another as I have loved you.”

After this exhortation, and before the blessing, 
the presider questions the candidates (in which 
all respond “I Am”) as to their desire (their vows) 
to fulfill their specific ministry within the Church:

“Are you resolved to undertake the office of giving 
the Body and Blood of the Lord to your brothers 
and sisters and so to build up the Church?

“Are you resolved to administer the Holy  
Eucharist with the utmost care and reverence?”

The newly-commissioned EMHCs expressed 
their heartfelt gratitude to the Father Almighty for 
the privilege of having been chosen to serve the 
Lord through the Ministry.

Source: Giving the Bread of Life, Manual for  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,  
Archdiocesan Liturgical Commission, Manila
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

The FEDERALISM EXPLAINED powerpoint 
presentations of Bishop Broderick Pabillo 
and Atty. Christian Monsod are now available at 
our parish website. 

Please visit www.ssaparish.com for more details.

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of Sins    
   Committed Against the Immaculate Heart of  
   Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus every  
   Friday after the 6:00 pm Mass
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities



PARISH BULLETIN

God does not tire, nor will He tire, of holding out 
His hand.
                                                              - Pope Francis


