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Advent: A Season of Hope and Preparation
By Karen Limpe

Not much has been written about the Altar Environment 
Ministry of which I am a member, for the past four years 
and co-head with Bingbing Quiros for almost a year. We are 
a team of nine quiet “elves” who are in charge of providing 
the church with the proper liturgical atmosphere especially 
during special feast days and holy days. This also includes 
proper setting of altar linens to blend with the season of 
the year. The fact that we are all members of the Catholic  
Women’s League makes our work more enjoyable  
because we are used to serving in the same spirit of  
charity and humility.
 
Among the many liturgical setups that we prepare during 
the year, the season of Advent is my favorite. As early 
as October, we would brainstorm on the look of the Main  
Altar’s Christmas décor, Advent wreath and Belen. Then 
we tap possible parishioners to help us execute our ideas. 
With Bingbing’s network of talented friends who say yes to 
giving their time and talent for free, we are able to come 
up with setups that are solemn and beautiful without being 
ostentatious, yet still coherent with the times.
 
But there is much more to Advent than the church decors 
just as Christmas is not only about putting up the tree,  

buying the perfect gifts for our loved ones and preparing a 
sumptuous Noche Buena. Advent is a joyful waiting for the 
most wonderful gift we can ever receive – Jesus who came 
as “the light of the world”.
 
Advent is a season of hope and this is something we need 
in a world filled with chaos and conflicts. When someone  
young dies, when a friend or relative is diagnosed  
with cancer, when a marriage fails, it is beyond my  
comprehension to make sense of these harrowing  
situations. But with hope, which God sent to us in the 
form of the baby born in the manger, there is no reason to  
despair. It is a hope that comes with a blessed assurance 
that with Him, anything is possible because He will never 
give up on me. God comes in a special way to those who 
yearn and hope for His coming.

As we journey to Bethlehem during this Season of Advent, 
I pray that we are all ready to accept the wonderful gift of 
hope that the Lord is holding out for us and be His light of 
the world.
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The Immaculate Conception
By Amelita Guevara

The view that Mary 
had been spared 
from the disposition 
to evil inherent in  
original sin was not 
clearly articulated  
until the 12th century, 
when considerable 
debate was centered  
on an English  
celebration of Mary’s 
conception. The  
discussion was 
clouded by medieval  
views of the  

biological aspects of conception and by a  
concern that the belief in the universal redemption effected  
by Jesus should not be threatened. The latter concern  
(particularly associated with St. Thomas Aquinas in 
the 13th century) was countered not long after by the  
Franciscan theologian John Duns Scotus, who argued that 
Christ’s redemptive grace was applied to Mary to prevent 
sin from reaching her soul and that this special intervention 
resulted in a more perfect redemption in her case. Mary’s 
privilege, thus, was the result of God’s grace and not of any 
intrinsic merit on her part.

A gradual acceptance of the Franciscan’s views over the 
next several centuries was reflected in the teaching of  
various popes (especially Sixtus IV in the late 15th century)  
and the councils of Basel (1439) and Trent (1546). It was 
not, however, until December 8, 1854, that Pius IX, urged 
by the majority of Catholic bishops throughout the world, 
solemnly declared in the bull Ineffabilis Deus that the  
doctrine was revealed by God and hence was to be firmly  
believed as such by all Catholics. The feast of the  

Immaculate Conception is celebrated on December 8 and  
is a holy day of obligation, especially here in the Philippines, 
on which we as Catholics are required to attend Mass.

In 1858, Bernadette Soubirous, after an absence of three 
weeks from her visits to the grotto in Massabielle to see 
‘The Lady’, felt a sudden irresistible urge to return there 
during the night of the 24th/25th March 1858. On the 
feast of the Annunciation, early in the morning of the 25th, 
‘The Lady’ appeared to Bernadette for the sixteenth time, 
and smiled at her. After approximately an hour in which  
Bernadette had  
r e m a i n e d  
entranced as 
she gazed upon 
the beautiful  
face, the Lady 
finally gave an  
answer to  
B e r n a d e t t e ’ s  
r e p e a t e d  
question asking 
her what her 
name was:

“I AM THE  
IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION”.

This statement 
from the Lady 
confirms the  
i n f a l l i b l e 
D o c t r i n e  
of Pope Pius IX, 
who had spoken 
“ex catedra” four 
years earlier. He had declared that the Virgin Mary, alone 
of all human beings who have ever lived (except for Jesus, 
and our first parents, Adam and Eve) was conceived without 
the stain of original sin in her mother’s womb.

Bernadette did not understand what Our Lady was saying  
to her, and had to repeat these strange words to  
herself over and over in her Gascon dialect (“Que soi era  
Immaculada Concepcion”) all the way back to the parish  
priest, Fr. Dominique Peyramale, for fear of forgetting them! 
Only later was the meaning explained to her, and she  
realised that her ‘Lady’ was indeed The Virgin Mary, Mother 
of God.

This is Mary Immaculate, “The Lady clothed with the sun”, 
who will “crush the head of the serpent”.

Miraculous picture taken at our Lady of Lourdes in Massabielle, 
France. We were not aware the Blessed Mother was between us.

Fr. Jem and I were very fortunate to have 
visited Our Lady of Lourdes in France  

last year.
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Year of the Youth: Filipino Youth in Mission
By Clarisse Gomez

The Catholic Bishops Conference 
of the Philippines has declared this 
new liturgical year the Year of the 
Youth, which is the seventh in a  
series of celebrations leading to 
the 500th anniversary of the arrival 
of Christianity in the Philippines. 

The celebration of the Year of  
the Youth comes shortly after 
the conclusion of the Synod of  
Bishops on “Young People,  
the Faith, and Vocational  
Discernment.” The focus of the 
Synod and the involvement of 
young people in its proceedings 
marks a significant moment in 
the Catholic Church that signifies 
that it embraces and listens to the 
youth. Much was discussed in the 
Synod on the role of the youth in 
the Church, reiterating that young 
people are not just objects of  
pastoral ministry, but are agents of 
evangelization. The youth of the 

Church are missionaries to each 
other, to the Church, and to the 
world. 

The theme of the Year of the 
Youth emphasizes this point: 
“Filipino Youth in Mission:  
Beloved, Gifted, Empowered.” 
This year, the Catholic Church 
of the Philippines will focus on 
“youth in formation, youth in  
communities, church and society,  
youth in mission, and youth  
ministry and youth ministers.”

“The Year of the Youth is indeed a 
journey of encounters with Jesus, 
accompanied by Mary,” reads a 
letter from the CBCP. This year 
invites the youth to pilgrimage 
— to walk as the apostles did 
on the Road to Emmaus and to  
encounter Jesus along the way. It 
is also an invitation to the Church 

to accompany its young people on 
this journey.

As a Parish community, we are called 
to respond to this year of grace for 
our young people, and to walk with 
them as guides and friends as they 
fulfill their mission of evangelization.

“As young Christians, you are not only 
a part of the future of the Church; you 
are also a necessary and beloved 
part of the Church’s present. You are 
the present of the Church.” – Pope 
Francis (2014)
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Rom
an Catholic Calendar for A.D. 2019



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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Finding and Following Jesus
By Alex Altamira

Disturb us, Lord, when
With the abundance of things we 

possess 
We have lost our thirst 
For the waters of life;

Having fallen in love with life,
We have ceased to dream of  

eternity…

These are just a few lines from 
Sir Francis Drake’s DISTURB US, 
LORD, that struck me as Father  
Godwin Tatlonghari, our recollection  
facilitator, read the poem to the  
twenty-six who chose to spend one 
Saturday to reflect on the Gospel of 
Mark 10:17-31.

To help us appreciate the Gospel,  
Father guided us through a 3Ds 
framework (the journey from desire to 
discipleship to decision) using prayer, 
poetry, personal reflection and  
storytelling.  

On ‘Desire’, Father emphasized  
eagerness and clarity of purpose  
versus simply going with the flow.  

On ‘Discipleship’, Father cautioned 
against creating a discipleship  
‘playlist’ or establishing personalized 
rules for following Jesus. To help  
illustrate this point, he read  
MINISTRY OR JOB? by Anna  
Sandberg, which includes the lines, 
“If you’ll do it only as long as it does 

not interfere with your other activities 
it’s a job.  If you are committed to 
staying with it even if it means letting 
go of other activities, it’s a ministry.” 

On ‘Decision’, Father emphasized 
that we are being called by God not 
only to give what we have, but to  
detach from anything that will get 
in the way of giving ourselves fully  
to Him.  Father reminded us that 
God owns everything and that we 
are simply stewards; that God’s 
plan and mission for our lives entails  
service, and that we should give 
not out of fear or compulsion but  
because of gratefulness and genuine  
appreciation.

We concluded the recollection with 
an anticipated Mass, in which each 
participant read aloud a personal 
prayer of commitment and surrender 
written that day.        

FIA (Faith in Action) is a youth  
ministry of the SSAP for single  
professionals aged 35 and up, who 
are looking for ways to serve. We 
hold regular prayer meetings and  
outreach/community activities, and 
join events of various YSA (Youth 
of San Antonio) ministries. If you 
are interested in joining, please visit  
our Facebook page (FIA – Faith in  
Action) and send a request to join.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

December 2018
Calendar of Activities

2 1st Sunday of Advents
u
n

3 Feast of St. Francis Xavierm
o
n

7 First Friday
Feast of St. Ambrose

f
r
i

8 Solemnity of the Immaculate  
Conception of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary  

s
a
t

9 2nd Sunday of Advents
u
n
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Try Gina Vi’s award-winning desserts!
Frozen Brazos (Karamelo, Dalandan, Dos Tsokolates,  
Kalamansi, Kape, Keso, Mangga, Milon, Mercedes, Pakwan, 
Presa, Tsokolate, Ube, Wasabi); Flavored Leche Flans 
(Keso, Tsokolate, Koko, Kape, Mangga)  
0917-8651130; ginavi2015@gmail.com; FB: Gina Vi


