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My vision for our Parish? That we all become saints! Am 
I insane? Not really. Our traditional concept of a saint is 
an old man with a beard and a cane, a priest who bears 
the marks of the stigmata, or a Mother Teresa look-alike. 
We don’t normally imagine that the businessman working 
in Makati, the housewife cooking a paella dish, and the 
teenager deejaying at BGC all have the potentials to be 
saints.

St. Josemaria Escriva taught, “We can be saints in our 
ordinary lives.” To aspire for sainthood is not to quit eating 
our favorite Angus beef or to move homes from Forbes Park 
to Tondo. It is not to leave our workplaces to spend long 
hours in the church everyday. In fact, we are encouraged 
to work (this includes housework, schoolwork, parish 
services). Our work is important because it becomes our 
prayer when it is offered to God. Sainthood means attaining 
excellence in our work mainly because we want to please 
Him.

Striving for sainthood may mean having to re-arrange 
our priorities. God comes first; then our spouse, 
children, others; and lastly, self. And this may mean 
skipping a golf game at Manila Golf to attend Sunday 
Mass!

To be saints, we need to find time to know more about Jesus 
Christ, His teachings, and His will for us. We get to know 
Him through different means: prayers, reading spiritual 
books, attending Catechism classes and Retreats, etc.

We also try to overcome our defects and improve on 
virtues. The more virtues we have, the holier we become. 
This means controlling our anger when the kasambahay 
breaks our favorite plate, or saying ‘NO’ to pornography in 
our computer. Constancy is the secret to sainthood. We 
try to be good all the time, and not to be swayed by our 
shifting moods. We may occasionally fail in our struggle to 
be good but let’s not get discouraged. Instead, we get up, 
go to Confession (if necessary), and begin again.

This vision of sainthood is difficult to achieve, but it is 
possible. Any successful endeavor - whether it is to achieve 
optimum profit, a beautiful body, or good grades - always 
entails sacrifice. The spiritual life is compared to an athlete’s 
daily rigorous training to win the championship game.

And most important, we rely on God’s grace. We also count 
on Mary, our Lady of Lourdes (whose Feast Day is on Feb 
11). We ask her to lead us to Christ, to imitate Him - because 
this is what holiness is all about.

A Shocking Vision
by Lianne Tiu
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Whenever one speaks of ministry, 
oftentimes what comes to mind is an 
outreach, an act of going out of one’s 
comfort zone, sometimes even to the 
point of an inconvenience. 

Each time I recall the day I was 
invited to join the Prison Ministry, one 
thing that comes to mind is my initial 
reluctance plus a stern reminder of 
how closed-minded I was back then. 
My conversion story of how I opened 
up to this ministry is something I’ve 
shared many times in the past, and 
to speak about it in length will take up 
another whole article.  But in a nutshell, 
it was the 1-2 punch of Matthew 25, “…
When I was in prison, did you visit me?” 
and John 8, “...He who is sinless cast 
the first stone” that knocked out my 

reluctance and changed my closed-
minded self forever. And the rest, as 
they say is “history.”

If I were to assess the spiritual growth 
that has come upon me in the recent 
years, I boldly declare that I have 
learned more about God, myself and 
His Church (the people around me), 
just by going to the prisons, compared 
to all the years of my being a casual 
Catholic.  

All you really need is an open mind and 
an open heart and God will take care of 
the rest. Later on, the ministry will feel 
like its work is done for oneself, even 
more than for the prisoners themselves. 
So good is every experience that it 
actually feels sinful not to share it. The 

transformative power of this ministry is 
unbelievable. After awhile, you will see 
the face of God in each of the inmates 
and realize that they, too, are no different 
from us, for after all, we all are sinners. 
So true are the words of St. Matthew that 
God really is in the prisons. 

Today, there is nothing more I wish 
for, than to see more parishioner 
participation in this ministry. It is my 
vision, as well as my deepest and 
sincerest wish, that more people open 
up and participate during the many 
activities of this ministry, particularly 
in conducting Catechism.  We are 
very blessed to have such a ministry 
in our Parish, as not all parishes have 
a Prison Ministry, which is a grace 
waiting to be discovered.

Restoring the Parishioner, not the Prisoner
by RJ Limpo

But In a nutshell, it was the 1-2 
punch of Matthew 25, “…When I 
was in prison, did you visit me?” 
and John 8, “...He who is sinless 

cast the first stone” that knocked 
out my reluctance and changed 
my closed-minded self forever. 
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Why do we go to Mass?  For most 
members of our community, Mass is 
the perpetual recourse to file petitions 
- for good grades, family challenges, 
marriage concerns, security and 
advancement in career, success in 
business endeavors, improvement and 
continuous good health, peace and the 
like.  For others, Mass is the absolute 
form of thanksgiving for answered 
prayers, petitions and intentions.  
Indeed, so many petitions, intentions 
and thanksgiving to be “serviced” in 
each Mass.

It is our ultimate goal, therefore, to 
touch the hearts of everyone at a level 
comfortable to them that they are able 
to connect the purpose of our liturgical 
celebrations to their lives.  When the 
emptiness is replaced by happiness 
and contentment through the Liturgy, 
we become inspired to participate 
always in our celebrations and be 
driven to serve in Church.  And so, as 
we begin a new term, we in the Worship 
Ministry promise to continue to do our 

best to provide orderly and meaningful 
liturgical celebrations to engage more 
involvement from parishioners.  It is our 
vision to prepare and offer a venue for 
each one, young and old, to answer the 
call of Christ and share in the mission 
to establish the Kingdom of God.

We are here to develop parishioners 
into servant-leaders who will 
be responsible agents of social 
transformation committed to build the 
Kingdom of God. Together with all the 
other ministries under the Worship 
Ministry (EMHC, LeCom, Music & 
CORO, Novenas & Devotions, Altar 
Service, Altar Environment, Altar 
Paraphernalia, Hospitality and Master 
of Ceremonies) we readily share our 
time, talent and treasure to offer God 
our very own Santuario de San Antonio 
Parish.

“Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!
For the Lord our light and our love Has 

turned the night into day!” 

The Vision of the Worship Ministry
by Suzette Gatmaitan

Worship Ministry 
Chairperson 
Girlie Sison 
(center) with Vice-
Chair Suzette 
Gatmaitan (left) 
and Treasurer 
(Totoy Abiog) in 
the Sacristy.
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In today’s very busy environment, where there is a full 
amount of digital and human noise, families often if not 
always, are swimming in distracting and oppressive culture. 
The militants attempt to redefine marriage, a definition that 
is contrary to Christ’s teaching. How can families begin to 
build a civilization of love and evangelize?

SSAP’s Family and Life Ministry realizes that the family is 
not just a bystander in the Church’s evangelizing mission. 
Upholding the Catholic doctrines on marriage is quite a 
challenge amidst tangled and broken relationships. As Pope 
John Paul II said, “The family is an active and vital agent in 
establishing a civilization of love and the renewal of Christian 
culture.”  

So named after Christ’s presence at the Wedding in Cana 
at Galilee, Pre-Cana seeks to prepare engaged couples 
for married life.  The team of married couples from the 
SSAP community leads the Pre-Cana program. The 
seminar centers on the Sacrament of Matrimony in the 
context of the Catholic Faith, dealing with your partner, 
financial stewardship, communication, parenting, family 
life and planning, intimacy and spirituality.  We believe that 
teaching the doctrines -- and sharing our own experiences 

to inspire at 
the height 
of marriage 
preparat ions  
-- is the 
best tool to 
address the 
eroding belief 
in marriage’s 
permanence. 
T h e 
p r o s p e c t i ve 
groom and 
bride must begin to understand their roles in their family, 
to be able to harness a stable family home for children to 
grow in Christ.

The increasing number of Pre-Cana participants each month 
is a very much welcome success to the SSAP Ministry. The 
Pre-Cana Ministry envisions enriched marriages that create 
a united and loving community of families. And as it grows, 
there is a great potential to influence more couples to be 
a part of our Ministry to change the culture of indifference 
besetting the world today. 

Pre-Cana, a Response to 
the New Evangelization
by Danny and Tess Rayos del Sol
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The Continuing Catholic Development (CCD) has been 
a part of Santuario de San Antonio Parish for more than 
four decades and is committed to educating its community 
members aged 5-18 with the basic teachings and the 
fundamental truths of the Catholic Church. At present, 
CCD has over 300 students, all of whom attend non-
denominational schools. As part of its holistic Catholic 
formation, auxiliary activities are incorporated such as 
outreach activities in order to fulfill CCD’s vision of not only 
providing catechetical instruction, but also assimilating the 
exercise of Christian values as its students are made aware 
of their social responsiblities.   

As chair of CCD, my vision is to institutionalize a spirit of 
constant adaptation of our teaching methods and - where 
applicable - our curriculum to deepen the interaction between 
students and teachers on one side and parents and CCD on 
the other side. If we measure the success of servant-leaders 
by their ability to be a catalyst between parishioners and their 
Faith, then CCD has a special responsibility to succeed with 
those who will be expected to carry the Church tomorrow.
 
For centuries, people have looked to the Church for help with 
values-formation for their children, and the demand for this 
service -- from parents with students in non-denominational 
schools -- is increasing. This steady increase in demand for 
CCD’s role in the community and the very high expectations 
of students for a meaningful educational experience both 
inside the classroom, during recollections, Liturgical 
activities and outreach programs, offer an outstanding 
opportunity for our Parish to play a crucial role during the 
formative years of its youth.

In an ever-changing world where technology is changing 
our lives at lightning speed and where social alienation is 
masked by LCD screens, CCD teachers are trained and 
given the tools to adjust their teaching methods and styles, 
depending on the unique and dynamic needs of each class. 
Being able to physically teach our students and interact with 
them and their parents in the sanctuary space of the Parish 
allows CCD to fulfill its task of sowing and nurturing the 
mustard seed in the hopes that, in due course, will make the 
seed flourish into a Faith that can move mountains.

CCD and Catechism: A Constant 
Adaptation of Teaching Methods

Katty Roxas-Chua Qua, CCD Chairperson

1. CCD First Holy Communion
2. CCD Recollection
3. CCD Outreach

1

3

2
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Being with Single Young Adults (SYA) 
the past couple of years has allowed 
me to experience a strong sense of 
community such that even if I live a 
few steps away from another church 
in Makati, I consider Santuario de San 
Antonio as my Parish. My vision is to 
have a dynamic parish that embraces 
parishioners as family and attuned 
to the needs of its members, guiding 
them to be enthusiastic contributors to 
society. 

One good initiative is to foster 
cooperation among ministries 
especially the Youth Ministries.  As part 
of the start-up for one of the newest 
ministries Faith In Action (FIA). I see FIA 
as an avenue for mature singles who 
are looking for ways to serve God and 
the community.  Whether they’ve been 
inactive and wish to reconnect again 
or are currently participating in some 
Parish endeavor and seeking more 

My Vision for 
My Parish Community

by Jennifer Sy 

involvement, they are most welcome 
at FIA. We want to tap their interest 
in social action, encourage them to 
pursue their dreams for the Parish, 
reach out and develop servant-leaders 

helping to build God’s Kingdom. I hope 
to support them the way SSAP has 
nurtured me and provided wonderful 
opportunities to witness and share 
God’s love.

Faith in Action is LOVE 
- and LOVE in Action is 
SERVICE

- Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Feb 17, Saturday
From 9AM to 12PM

Santuario de San Antonio 

Parish Center
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Santuario de San Antonio Parish
presents

February 13, 2018 at 7:00 pm, Parish Center

Burning and Blessing of Palms for Ash Wednesday
follows at 9:00 pm

Everyone is invited!
FREE ADMISSION

“PLEASE BRING YOUR BLESSED PALMS FROM LAST YEAR 
TO THE PARISH LOBBY GUARD. THESE WILL BE BURNED 
AT THE BULING BULING CELEBRATION ON  FEBRUARY 13 
(TUES.) AND USED FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES ON 

FEBRUARY 14, ASH WEDNESDAY.”



LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227 CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL.,

MAKATI CITY

“A man without a vision is a man without a 
future. A man without a future will always return 
to his past.”  

- P.K. Bernard

NVM REALTY
Houses for Rent or Sale

Direct Line: 895-6413 Cell Phone: (0939) 915-1022
Nena Veloso-Mewshaw

310 Lirio Street, Palm Village, Makati City


