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Celebrating last year, the Parish as Communion of 
Communities, made us aware of how the people and the 
ministers of God helped each other in building the Heavenly 
Kingdom while still here on earth. In this year’s theme, 
“Year of the Clergy and Consecrated Persons,” we are still 
being led to the thought of last year’s theme with additional 
and renewed vigour and flavour. Yes, it is the parish as 
community, where vocation begins and is nurtured. Parish 
then, can be envisioned as the fertile ground where the 
seeds of vocation are planted and watered. This involves 
the initiative of God and the response of the people – both 
happening in the communal life of the parish -- and the 
recognition of one’s religious calling. 

We envision the parish as a community where every 
Christian family (i.e. Catholic) actively participates in the 
very life, duties, ministries, and apostolates of the parish. 
This is only possible when everyone can feel a sense of 
belonging, the feeling of being accepted, loved, cared for 
and trusted. In other words, every immediate family shall 

discern its suited place in the context of a larger family – 
the parish community. 

In the family, each member has his/her own roles and 
functions. So is it also in the parish where every family shall 
discern its proper place and position. In this way, no family 
(or family member) will be neglected. This is the inclusive 
character of the parish community. Yet, it is also exclusive, 
for it extends beyond the boundaries of a community. This 
is evident particularly when a parish produces a vocation, 
a priest, a missionary, a contemplative who offers a lifetime 
of service to the world. This begins in the community and is 
being nurtured to extend outside its boundaries. 

In SSAP, we have so many families of good, devout, 
practicing Catholics. Hopefully, the younger generation 
finds no difficulty in following the footsteps of their elders. 
And hopefully, through these practices, new vocations will 
be discovered and supported. This is a challenge!

My Vision for the Parish
by Fr. Judee Mar Maquinad, OFM
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Prior to our designation as an independent province, when 
I was a young friar some time in 1980’s, there was a strong 
sentiment on the part progressive friars to drop Santuario 
de San Antonio as our commitment. The reason was that 
our charism of solidarity with the poor appears incompatible 
with our belonging to the “richest parish” in the country. The 
moderates prevailed and our presence since then was not 
anymore an issue, as a being here is a challenge to live in 
simply in the midst of abundance and to live solidarity with 
the poor amidst plenty.
 
One fact that we have to appreciate is not only the financial 
capacity of this Parish, plus the talents and skills of its 
parishioners, but also the power and influence they wield to 
transform society, approximating the values of the Heavenly 
Kingdom, like justice and peace. Many of our parishioners are 
businessmen, landlords or government leaders. In their own 
spheres of influence they can contribute greatly in effecting 
changes in society by following the social teachings of the 
Church, like the dignity  of labor and its priority over capital.  

Another area where this Parish can effect radical change 
is on the issue of environment and climate change. The 
Ecology Ministry need not restrict itself to the maintenance 
of well-manicured landscape and gardens, but should get 
the parishioners involved in ecological issues through 
conscientization, advocacy and living a simple lifestyle in 

the midst of a consumerist society. Imagine our parishioners 
who are legislators and policy makers, advocating and 
legislating for the causes of the poor and environment.

Lastly, for the Parish to do its solidarity with the poor and 
ecological ministry, it should be first of all, a communion of 
believers. We need to dismantle our hierarchical mindset 
and structure; that is what communion is all about. It is 
most unfortunate that the people have accepted the idea 
that we not equals; that there are people who are superior 
and can lord it over others. Everyone is equal in dignity; 
our household help -- people who work with us or for us -- 
should be the first ones to experience that communion; that 
they are not second class citizens, but productive members 
of the society and assets of the Parish. 

On our part as pastoral team, the communion is expressed 
in our unity not only in ministry but in fraternal charity. We 
are teams of brothers with different responsibilities. The 
elective members of the Parish Council in turn should act as 
servant-leaders more than the traditionally feared bosses of 
a corporate entity. When such communion is experienced 
in different levels, household, office and parish, then our 
solidarity with the poor becomes effective and our ministry 
of ecology productive. Our communion with one another is 
the Gospel we proclaim as a Parish community.

The Parish as Communion of Believers
by Fr. Baltazar Obico, OFM
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VISION OF THE PASTORAL TEAM FOR THE PARISH

My Humble Vision for Our Parish
by Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM

As a Community...

To live the Gospel values of justice, peace and joy as well as to embody the 
Good News through simplicity and minority.

To create a praying family, contemplative community and prayerful 
environment.  

To serve as good and faithful servant-stewards through our life-changing 
and life-enhancing social services and outreach ministry even beyond our 
comfort zone. 

To share God’s blessings by supporting our Franciscan missionary activities 
locally and abroad.  

To care for our common home (Mother Earth) and to protect human life and dignity. 

A Community of communities committed to building up 
God’s kingdom in this prosperous part of the country.

A community of disciples engaged in practicing and 
spreading the teachings of Jesus Christ.

A praying and worshipping community gathered around the 
Eucharist and nourished by the Word and the Body of Christ.

A Serving community, attentive to the needs of the poor and 
the needy, as shown by the early Christians ( Acts 2:44;45, 
4:32-35).

A Missionary community, supportive of all the Franciscan 
missionary endeavours and responsive to various missionary 
appeals.

Last but not least, a community improved by Franciscan 
values of the fraternity and minority, expressed by a joyful 
and simple lifestyle, even when surrounded by material well-
being.

It in the Pastoral team’s primary concern to see to it that, by 
word and example, those Franciscan values are transmitted 
to the parishioners.

SANTUARIO DE SAN ANTONIO PARISH VISION
by Fr. Jesus Galindo, OFM
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Down Memory Lane
My experience with this community began back in the 60s, during 
my formation. Back then there were very few parishoners, and 
they were mostly belonging to the “illustrados” of high society. 
We had just two Masses on Sundays, one in English and one in 
Spanish. Just as in other communities, we had the presence of 
good religious people devoted to their Faith.

In the early 80’s, when I was about ten years into my priesthood, I 
hesitatingly accepted an assignment in this budding community in 
Makati. The group was an “English-speaking” community of expats 
living in Manila at the time. Slowly my horizon expanded beyond 
McKinley Road towards the growing communities of Dasmariñas 
and Urdaneta Village. 

The community was vibrant, many young people were flocking 
to the Church like a magnet. It was characterized by joyfulness, 
openness and warm bonding among both young and old. We had 
a growing and vibrant community under the guidance of Fr. Hugh 
Zurat. We were all a team and were willing to work to build this 
Parish and let it grow. Our hearts pulsating with joy, we connected 
to each other with much enthusiasm. 

At the heart of this was the PREX, or the Parish Renewal 
Experience. The PREX was like a time bomb that slowly exploded 
and gave birth to the Santuario de San Antonio Parish community 
as we know it.

The Parish buzzed with activity and I recall with nostalgia the 
presence of people like Jolly Gomez, Tecman Alonzo, Miguel 
Nepomuceno, Gary Grey, Vicky Chan, the Monsods (Toby, Tammy, 
Ian), the Huangs (Andy) just to name a few. I also remember with 
wistfulness those who have gone ahead of us. People like Noly 
Tomacruz and sister Liza, Chico Gonzales, Chris Lim, Mario 
Calasanz, Gary Villaneuva, Chip Santos, and Ari Samson.

We were spearheaded by those I consider “prime movers.” 
People like Mark and Jo Pirola, Winnie Monsod, Rene and Susan 
Concepcion, John Boyd and Ito Velhagen. 

Many of our core ministries were also born during this time. For 
example, the music ministry through the iconic Amelita Guevara. 
And the prison ministry through John Boyd, Nena O’Pallick, Freddy 
Consunji, and Cely Santos. I would be amiss to forget the iconic 

Blue Ladies group, and the Catholic Women’s League which was 
headed back then by Didi Katigbak.

A Vision for Today
Our Parish has morphed into a “transparochial” community. One 
can see this from the Church attendance and Baptisms that take 
place here. Yet there still remains a living remnant of the past, and 
they are here! The second and third generations -- there’s a living 
organism that persists to be the new SSAP.

A Sense of Continuity
The Liturgy is the center of our life, and hence any renewal should 
begin here. This also becomes the source of our involvement with 
other communities such as the underprivileged. I also strongly 
suggest to revive the PREX experience. It is hard to emphasize 
how much of an effect that it had on our parish community. 

I also would like to point out all our parish activities and ministries, 
from worship to the social services. We must find a way to 
encourage participation, with things like recruitment committees 
that focus on bringing in new members. I’ve also noticed that our 
Parish is one with many young and elderly. We must find ways to 
reach out to them. I don’t have any specific ways to do this, but 
there must be many ways that we can discover.

One Concrete Suggestion
I also think we can connect the Church building to the Parish 
Center, put up a roofed pathway, and put a coffeeshop, where 
-- according to the late Pat Dayrit (First President of the Parish 
Council) -- people can bond, make “Kamustahan” after the Masses. 
This would be one way to connect and continue the bonding in the 
Church.

Conclusion
Realizing this vision cannot be done in one act; it must be a 
continuing process. I think it would be helpful to pursue and seek the 
wisdom of those who pioneered in our Parish. They are still around 
to assist us -- people like Winnie Monsod, Susan Concepcion, the 
“Walking group” and still many others whose names escape me 
right now. They are a part of our living and vibrant community.

Robert Frost said “It goes on!” and as long as SSAP continues, 
there will be a lot of love, sacrifice, joy and of course -- community.

My Vision for Santuario de San Antonio
by Fr. Efren Jimenez, OFM
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The most accepted and agreed definition of “Sacrament” 
is “the visible sign of the invisible grace.” Here, I recall the 
hypothesis that Jesus is the Sacrament of God, the Church is 
the Sacrament of Jesus, each local church is the sacrament 
of the Universal Church and each faithful community is the 
sign of the local church. So the entire life of the Church -- 
her hierarchical leadership and faithful -- is meant to present 
Christ, “the Light” to the world through her liturgical and 
social services. 

Putting my words together to write the vision of Santuario 
de San Antonio Parish Community -- based on my personal 
experience -- I am indeed filled with great joy to say that the 
life, ministries and all related activities of our community are 
visible signs of the invisible grace. 

I have observed -- because I have been part of -- the 
availability and willingness of the friars to serve the faithful 
joyfully in all things. No matter what time of the day we are 

asked; whether it be for the blessings of cars, of religious 
articles, of houses, or of couples celebrating their special 
occasions or wake Masses or provision of Sacraments, the 
friars are available. The faithful are not only on the receptive 
end but they are also generous, loving and caring towards 
their pastors; especially by being part of the mission of the 
friars. 

The liturgical celebrations, the affairs of Faith formation of 
children, young and adult, and social outreach programs 
of the Parish are moving so smoothly that one wonders 
how, when and where they were planned, and by whom. Of 
course, it all needs time, energy, thoughtfulness and focused 
leadership to create such networking and relatedness 
among all the groups. I have witnessed a great zealous and 
active participation of the faithful in everything. Therefore, 
I am fully convinced to say that our Parish community is 
enlightened by the light and grace of Christ and is eager to 
share the same light and grace.

Visible Signs of the Invisible Grace
by Fr. Jamil Albert, OFM
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Santuario de San Antonio Parish
presents

February 13, 2018 at 7:00 pm, Parish Center

Burning and Blessing of Palms for Ash Wednesday
follows at 9:00 pm

Everyone is invited!
FREE ADMISSION

“PLEASE BRING YOUR BLESSED PALMS FROM LAST YEAR TO THE 
PARISH LOBBY GUARD. THESE WILL BE BURNED AT THE BULING 

BULING CELEBRATION ON  FEBRUARY 13 (TUES.) AND USED FOR THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES ON FEBRUARY 14, ASH WEDNESDAY.”
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LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227 CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL.,

MAKATI CITY

“A man without a vision is a man without a 
future. A man without a future will always 
return to his past.”  

- P.K. Bernard


