
Easter Sunday
Easter is the celebration of Christ’s resurrection 

from the dead. It represents the fulfi llment of God’s 
promises to mankind and is the most important holiday 
in the Christian calendar.

The Easter date is movable and always falls on a 
Sunday between March 22 and April 25. In the Roman 
Catholic Church, it is always on the fi rst Sunday after 
the fi rst full moon after the spring equinox. In some 
countries, Easter is called “Pascha”, which comes 
from the Hebrew word for Passover – to leap from 
death to life. 

The Feast
Easter is the principal feast of the ecclesiastical 

year. Leo I calls it the greatest feast, and says that 
Christmas is celebrated only in preparation for Easter. 
It is the centre of the greater part of the ecclesiastical 
year. 

During the Easter Masses, priests wear their best 
and brightest robes in celebration. Candles are used 
during the Easter Vigil to remind us that Jesus is the 
light of the world and that when He rose to life on 
Easter Day, He got rid of the darkness of evil.

Churches are fi lled with fl owers on Easter Day. 
These represent new life.
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Bunnies, and Chocolate and Eggs 
If Lent and Easter are Holy Seasons, then why do 

we have so many non-religious images and symbols 
that we associate with them? Why do we give Easter 
baskets? Or eat jelly beans? How does a chocolate 
bunny or colored egg represent the Holiest time in our 
Church year?

Over the years we have used the following symbols 
and images to teach about our Christian Faith:
Bunnies: represent new life in abundance, since 

bunnies reproduce so quickly.
Eggs: symbolize the tomb where Jesus was 

laid after death. The hardness of the 
shell represents the rock and the golden 
yolk inside represents the promise of 
Resurrection. Initially prohibited during Lent, 
early Christians gave colored eggs as gifts 
on Easter.

Candy: “Taste and see the goodness of the Lord!” 
(Ps 34:8) Salvation is even sweeter than 
candy!

Lambs: symbolize the Lamb of God, Jesus, who 
took away the sins of the world.

References: 
https://www.catholic.org/lent/easter.php
https://www.whyeaster.com/customs/eastersunday.shtml

We Care Because We Pray
Easter Sunday
April 1, 2018
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To all our beloved co-journeyers in life and Faith!

In behalf of the Pastoral Team (PT) and the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC), I wish to greet all of you a happy 
Easter and ardently pray for the blessings it brings to you and your loved ones.

Our Parish Lenten journey came so fast and we are now in the process of appropriating the spirit of Easter 
even in the most ordinary routines we do daily. Hopefully, as we look back on what we have been through -- our 
Parish activities to relive the greatest expression of God’s love for us -- off ering His only begotten Son’s life for 

our salvation, we can always capture the irreversible imprint of God’s mercy and 
compassion that transforms our human frailty into a living sign of God’s infi nite 

and overfl owing love. 

As we embark on our Easter community journey, I would like to humbly 
invite each and every member of our Parish to take seriously the message 
of Jesus’ resurrection -- Easter is God’s ‘Yes’ to all that Jesus preached and 
taught to His followers and God’s ‘No’ to the powers that killed Him. For Jesus, 
God was the central reality of His life and the Kingdom of God was the center 
of His message. The Kingdom of God was not about Heaven, not about life 
after death, but about the transformation of life on earth, as the Lord’s Prayer 
affi  rms. It is not about “Take us to Heaven when we die,” but about “Your 
Kingdom come on earth” -- as already in Heaven. The Kingdom of God on 

earth was about God’s passion -- and Jesus’ passion -- for the transformation 
of “this world”: the humanly created world of injustice and violence into a world 

of justice, peace and care for mother earth. 

In so doing, let us remember that Lent allowed us to personally 
and communally experience God’s mercy and compassion. Easter 

empowers us to share -- even to the extent of off ering forgiveness and 
reconciliation within our homes, work places and communities -- in 
order to transform these sacred places from being tombs of death 

to being tabernacles of life and love. We cannot fi nd Jesus in the 
tomb among the dead because He lives among the living, in our 
hearts where mercy and compassion are truly alive.

Let me take this opportunity to express my humble and 
profound gratitude to all those who participated in our 
Lenten and Easter preparations and activities, especially 
the PPC offi  cers and members, diff erent ministries and 

organizations, and to all our Parish staff  and employees. 
Your tireless endeavor joyfully lightens our journey, by 
doing God’s will and purpose.

We are an Easter Community because of God’s 
abiding presence even in the most challenging and 
diffi  cult situations. Trusting in God’s compassion and 
justice; and embracing our mission with love and 
humility will help us become sharers of our Savior’s 
journey to the heart of the Father. HAPPY EASTER TO 
ALL!!!
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From the Desk of the Parish Priest
An Invitation To Become An Easter Community

By: Fr. Reu Galoy, OFM
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As an elderly woman, I fi nd 
that I have experiences that are so 
diff erent than when I was in my 40’s 
or 50’s or 60’s. People are kinder 
and give way to me and they are 
more respectful. I, on the contrary, 
have become more sensitive and 
critical, and my drivers get the 
brunt of my irritation. Traffi  c is bad 
nowadays and my driver weaves 
in and out of the lanes; they say 
‘walang pulis’ and do what they 
want. 

I am appalled and frightful. I 
am deaf on my left side and cannot 
hear what my driver is saying. I 
have to constantly remind him that 
he needs to speak louder. That 
aggravates the situation when I 
have to repeat that all the time. 

How to remain calm and not 
be irritable is a big challenge. 
I am -- as a whole -- a kind and 
warm person, but in my car, I am 
diff erent. The rosary or cellphone 
games come in handy. I am very 
aware of this situation and try to be 
nice and patient. Better still, I try to 

EASTER - A FRESH START 
By: Barbara Dee Go
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let my driver do his own thing and 
just ignore the problem. I feel this 
is part of letting-go. 

My drivers have been with the 
family for about 30 years. Their 
children have graduated from 
college with my help. I am close to 
their wives and children and see 
them every Christmas at a party 
for them and at the start of every 
school year. We text each other 
every now and then throughout the 
year. Inspite of this, I still need to 
be nicer and kinder.

As Easter is nearing, I feel 
a fresh start in being the person 
Christ would like me to be. I need to 
be patient as He is patient with me. 
I need to be kind and considerate 
as He is compassionate with me. 
If I say I am a kind person then I 
have to be kind always to all and 
not be kind sometimes or even be 
kind only in good times. I am aware 
of this and I pray that will be not 
only the person l say I am, but also 
the person Christ wants me to be.
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Easter is a time of great rejoicing! Yet, being in 
a loveless romantic situation, I can’t help but have a 
thread of bitterness with Father God. My situation is 
much like the skepticism of the prodigal son’s older 
brother, when he questioned the graciousness of 
the father, who gave so much to the prodigal son 
(upon the latter’s return back to their home).

The Father’s challenge: “My daughter, all that I 
have is yours.” and I can sense this prompting: “Can 
you share my joy?”

I can’t help but think, “Can you give what you 
don’t have?”

However, I felt entitled to having a lovelife 
since I’ve always been a good daughter, friend 
and entrepreneur, plus I am a regular Mass goer. 
“Isn’t this enough”, I asked the Lord. Then, I further 
realized that having an external validation was my 

FRESH START
By: Mar Hidalgo

hiding place. I thought that my loneliness has been 
my anchor and a lovelife my fi xation.

“ALL THAT I HAVE is yours?!?” With this 
question, I pondered, that my relationship with God 
had been so formal. Why is it that I KNOW GOD but 
I do NOT FEEL Him?  How come I don’t have that 
feeling that He is my best Friend and that I can be 
my “goofy self “ because I am assured of His love?

At the bottom of my heart, I knew that I wanted 
God to be on the sidelines, so that I can choose 
my battles. However, the fi nal question is: Am I 
shortchanging God or myself?

During Lent is the Solemnity of St. Joseph. He 
is for me a champion of romantic love. During the 
time that Mary’s pregnancy was revealed, he didn’t 
leave her side. When Jesus’ life was threatened by 
Herod, Joseph left the comforts of Bethlehem to be 
a migrant in Egypt. However, upon Herod’s death, 
Joseph did not stay any day longer than necessary 
and brought the Holy Family back to Nazareth.

Sometimes, when the pressure of society 
becomes stressful, it is easy to hide in the comforts 
of the familiar (self-preservation) rather than 
embracing change and all the chaos that comes 
with it. But isn’t it a promise, that Father God wants 
me to live a full life? Living a full life is not with 
sorrows, but thrives with it. My realization is that: 
the only solution to living out-of-the-box is: LOVE! 
When we love, we are able to enter into another’s 
chaos. Such a love shows a compassionate heart.

St. Joseph loved the Holy Family so much that 
he was able to embrace the changes in loving 
another person -- completely! To love is to embrace 
the evolution of our dear ones, never abandoning 
them especially when they need us the most.

What’s the use of a hiding place, when we can be 
vulnerable to the one who loves us unconditionally 
and it is when we need love most, Father God is 
not ‘tipid’ with it. Thus, it is ONLY when I love 
unconditionally that I know that I can fi nally ENTER 
the feast of God’s love in my new family: Faith in 
Action (FIA).
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Easter is the most important and oldest festival 
of the Christian Church, celebrating the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. It is Christ’s victory over death. His 
resurrection symbolizes the eternal life that is granted 
to all who believe in Him.

 In the provinces, Lenten and Easter practices 
are strictly observed. As a young girl, I remember that 
my grandmother was very rigid in following Church 
customs and traditions.  

 On Palm Sunday, she enjoined us to hear 
Mass with our intricately woven palm leaves. She 
explained that this is the day that people rejoice by 
shaking their palm fronds to symbolize Jesus’ entering 
triumphantly into Jerusalem. After Mass, she gathered 
all of us to explain the diff erent weeklong practices 
that had to be observed. She said and I quote, “While 
we cannot follow exactly what Jesus has gone through 
on those days, we must refrain from doing our usual 
daily routine and off er these denials as sacrifi ces.”  

 Starting Holy Monday, the radio was turned on 
only to listen to the news in a very subdued volume. 
We did not listen to music nor sang love songs. We 
were not allowed to play on the streets with friends. 
Mealtime meant only fi sh. No meat, not even for the 
old folks. In fact, they abstained from meat to show us 
young ones that that is the way it goes. We all joined 
her in prayer, longer prayers this time, not just the six 
o’clock evening Angelus. We prayed with her in our 

By: Nelia Navarrete (Health Care Ministry)
EASTER THROUGHOUT GENERATIONS

dialect, too. Skirts were worn to church; no denims 
or pants. No sleeveless dresses as well. The length 
of the dress had to be below the knee. Sweeping the 
backyard and burning of dried leaves were prohibited. 
We picked them up one by one and put them away in 
a corner.

 On the eve of Holy Thursday, she prepared 
a white, linen-covered table in our living room with 
a crucifi x on top. Four chairs were placed together 
for four church choir members whom she had hired 
to chant the Pasyon. They chanted the passion and 
death of Jesus in our own dialect. Two singers would 
start with a prayer and would then begin to sing. When 
they took a break, the other two would continue the 
chanting. We, the children, had to sit down behind 
them to listen and meditate on the verses. When night 
came, we would go to sleep but the chanters would 
go on until early Saturday morning. Their chant ended 
with Christ’s resurrection on the third day.

 Up to this day, I can still hear my grandmother 
say, “When the chant ends with Christ’s resurrection, 
because you were good and obedient in following all 
the restrictions, Jesus will save you and you will be 
enjoying Heaven with Him when you die.” I continue to 
pray for and to my grandmother. I am very grateful for 
all her teachings that I have also handed them down to 
my own children --- to transform my blood family into a 
faith family, throughout generations.  
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LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227 CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL.,

MAKATI CITY

“Do not abandon yourselves 
to despair. We are the Easter 
people and Hallelujah is our 
song.” - Pope John Paul II
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