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We Care Because We Pray
Trinity Sunday
May 27, 2018

This Sunday, we commemorate the Solemnity of 
the Holy Trinity, a Doctrine that is a foundation of our 
Catholic Faith. Every time we recite the Creed, we 
profess our belief in the three Persons — Who, though 
distinct from each other, are One. The three Persons 
interact with each other: the Father sent the Son, the 
Son prayed to the Father, and the Holy Spirit descended. 
In our faith, we believe that we have one God that is a 
Trinity of Persons Who are a relationship of love.

We are invited to participate in this love and to be 
part of the Divine Communion. We are called to be one 
body, one Church, and one people. We are called to 
unity in the truth that is God.

In our present time, our world is fi lled with division 
and with falsehoods pretending to be truth. We see these 

ills in our nation, in its broken structures, and in the level 
of our relationships with one another. In today’s Gospel, 
Jesus sends us into this world. He said to His disciples:

“All power in Heaven and on earth has been given 
to Me.
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you.
And behold, I am with you always, until the end of 
the age.”
The Trinity calls us to spread the truth, which is God. 

We are also given the assurance that God is always with 
us, as we seek to be one with HIm and with each other.

The Trinity and the Call to Truth
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CIRCULAR LETTER
Issued May 17, 2018

Solemnity of the Ascension

“Dear Brother Priests and Communities of 
Consecrated Persons, As we celebrate the Solemnity of 
the Ascension, we cannot deny that we are facing a crisis 
of truth. It is almost impossible for us ordinary citizens to 
know which news is true and which is fake.” bahagi ng 
circular letter ni Cardinal Tagle

Experts in the Constitution give us confl icting 
interpretations of basic questions of law.

The crisis of truth has sown seeds of suspicion, 
mistrust and fragmentation.

Partisan politics has turned into political “tribalization”.
The common good is one of the fi rst casualties.
So, as we prepare for the Solemnity of Pentecost we 

pray to the Father in the name of Jesus, “Send us Your 
Spirit of truth and love to renew the face of our land!” But 
our prayer must be sincere.

Will we welcome the Holy Spirit? Will we allow Him 
to lead us to truth and love for the common good? The 
Ascension of Jesus into Heaven is intimately connected 
to the Sending of the Holy Spirit.

Seated at the right hand of God, Jesus will ask the 
Father to send us the Spirit of Truth (Jn14:16) Who will 
guide us to all truth (Jn 16:13), will instruct and remind us 
of all that Jesus told us (Jn 14:26).

The world cannot accept the Spirit (Jn 14:17) but the 
Spirit will prove the world wrong about sin, justice and 
condemnation (Jn 16:8).

To each member of the Church is given a gift or 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good (1 Cor 
12:7).

The Spirit of Truth is the Spirit of Love. The 
contemporary world needs a renewed outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit.

Our own country needs the mighty wind and fi re of 
the Spirit of truth and love.

In the Archdiocese of Manila, I ask that for twelve 
days starting on May 20, 2018 (Pentecost Sunday) until 
May 31, 2018 (The Visitation) we engage in the following:

At 3:00 P.M., the Church bells will be rung in 
commemoration of the Death of Jesus and as an appeal 
to the Father in Jesus´ name to send the Holy Spirit.

At 3:00 PM we will also pray together the Chaplet 
of Divine Mercy in parish churches, barangay chapels, 
convents, schools, homes, offi  ces, BECs, etc.

We ask pardon for sins committed against truth and 
open ourselves to the action of the Spirit of Truth.

We accompany our prayer with fasting.
For those who cannot engage in fasting due to 

sickness or age, we recommend concrete actions of 
charity and service.

Through fasting we redirect our focus from ourselves 
and our groups to the community.

The parishes, convents and schools can organize 
“feasts of truth and love” on these twelve days.

Please highlight and strengthen existing programs/
projects that inculcate sharing, promote the common 
good, and restore trust and reconciliation.

You may organize study sessions on the Constitution, 
on charter change, federalism, etc. with the help of 
lawyers, law students or law professors whom the 
Archdiocese will invite. You can organize also on the 
vicariate level.

We chose May 31 as the culmination of the days of 
prayer, fasting and action for truth and the common good. 
It is the feast of Mary´s visit to Elizabeth and fi nal day of 
our Flores de Mayo.

Through her openness to the Holy Spirit, Mary 
became the Mother of Jesus and a compassionate 
neighbor. She will surely visit us and the Filipino people 
to show us Jesus her Son, who is Truth and Love.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ Luis Antonio G. Cardinal Tagle
Archbishop of Manila

Source: https://www.veritas846.ph/cardinal-tagle-calls-
for-days-of-prayer-fasting-and-education-for-truth/
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Being a Catholic media 
practitioner, I often encounter 
these questions everyday: 
What is fake news? What is my 
take on bloggers?

Logically, fake news is 
not real. “Real” news, as 
others would describe, should 
be factual, relevant and 
informative. News is all about 
fi nding the right and credible 
sources, doing lots of intensive 
research and getting quotes 
directly from the source. It is 
important that we fi rst verify the 
truth and information before we 
share.

With the advancement and 
modernization of social media 
and technology, news has 
indeed gone real-time and this 
becomes either an asset or 
liability for journalists. News of 
accidents, crimes or updates of 

Our Call to Spread Good News, Not Fake News
By: an SYA Contributor
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showbiz and politics can happen 
with just one click.

As Catholics, we also have to 
practice responsible journalism. 
It is easy to praise or destroy 
others through social media. 
Trust and reputations can be 
strengthened or weakened. 
There are so many trolls 
nowadays whose objective 
is to disrupt or distract us, by 
spreading false information. We 
must not fall into this trap.

I used to read some articles 
saying that Jesus Christ was a 
victim of fake news because of 
His numerous critics. He never 
had the opportunity to defend 
Himself. At the end of the day, 
we Catholics have the moral 
obligation to defend and uphold 
the truth. This is our shield 
against all the fake news in our 
environment. 

Parish Bulletin-May 27.indd   3 5/25/2018   10:06:30 AM



4

PARISH BULLETIN

Just recently, I received what was probably the 
best news that I had ever received in my life. The 
strange thing is, a few months ago, I wouldn’t have 
guessed that this was the kind of life-changing news 
that I would be awaiting on the edge of my seat. 
I would never have pictured myself receiving a full 
scholarship to study Inclusive Education abroad with 
the goal of returning home right after, and contribute 
to national development. 

I had always felt that as a Catholic, it was my 
duty to contribute to something 
larger than myself. However, 
for most of my career, I had 
no true motivation to create 
change. It was only after 
wandering, going outside my 
comfort zone -- and truly being 
aware of our country’s situation 
-- that I fi nally felt a sense of 
purpose awakened in me. 

In Philippians 1, Paul and 
Timothy, servants of Christ 
Jesus, give a prayer to all 
God’s holy people in Philippi 
(a town in ancient Greece). 
Over the past few months, I 
have come to identify with the 

Participating in Nation-building
By: Iona Mapa

part (Philippians 1: 9-10) 
“And it is my prayer that 
your love may abound more 
and more, with knowledge 
and all discernment, so that 
you may approve what is 
excellent, and so be pure.” 

Through discernment, 
I have come to understand 
my motivations as a Special 
Education teacher. I’ve 
come to dream of every 
child receiving quality 
education not despite of 
but BECAUSE of their 
individual diff erences. As a 
Filipina Teacher, I now aim, 
not only to educate Filipino 
children (from minority 
groups) who have a diffi  culty 
understanding a world not 

built for them, but also to educate a world of Filipinos 
that have a diffi  culty understanding people who are 
not built like themselves.

This new sense of clarity and purpose is what 
powered me through lots of prayers and even more 
hours of hard work of explaining why I needed this 
scholarship in order to create change in my country. 
Now I am fi nally beginning to walk down the path 
to achieve my dream of contributing to something 
bigger than myself -- of doing His work.
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‘Just keep quiet about it.’ This is sometimes said 
when covering up little mistakes and lapses. Oftentimes, 
silence seems to be the lesser evil than outright lying. 
Silence meant simply just not speaking about the truth, 
and thus avoiding trouble. 

It is ironic that in this era of real-time news coverage 
and social media frenzy, many of us have also become 
silent about the truth in our country. It has become easier 
for us to steer the conversation away from ‘morbid’ 
events, or to banish ‘bad vibes’ from our entertainment 
and social media feeds. ‘I already have enough problems, 
and I don’t need to worry about more,’ some people say. 
Others insist ‘I don’t want to lose friends over politics,’ or 
even more commonly, ‘I want to keep my peace of mind.’ 

This was precisely what Jesus Christ, as well as 
many of the Saints, did not do. Staying silent about God 
would have allowed Jesus to live quietly to a ripe old 
age in Nazareth. The Saints would have avoided much 
trouble and persecution if they laid down their pens, 
spoke in hushed tones, and refused to speak about 
the truth, whether it was about their Faith or about the 
injustices they saw in society. For all of them, especially 
for Christ, there were far more important things than 
one’s own ‘peace of mind’. They understood that true 
peace could only be found by following the Father’s will 
and proclaiming His truth in word and deed. 

We Catholics today may not be called to make such 
huge sacrifi ces in these uncertain times. Nevertheless, 
we must realize that to bring about the peace we so 
desire, it is necessary that we speak out, especially for 
those most in need of mercy and justice in our society 
today.  

Truth and Peace of Mind
By: Katrina Gomez, SYA
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FIESTA 2018 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES
ST. ANTHONY:  OUR MODEL OF RENEWED SERVANT-LEADERS

FOR THE NEW EVANGELIZATION
First Friday Healing Mass (c/o Health Care Ministry)
First Saturday Reparation (c/o Marian Cenacle)
CWL Medical Mission (6:00 AM Registation)
Libreng Almusal (c/o CWL/Altar Environment/ Altar Server)
Libreng Binyag (c/o CWL)
Novena Mass Day 1
Sponsor: Lu/Young Families
Presider: Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM
 SSAP Parish Priest
Sharer: Mo. Marrietta Vega, OSC
 President, Mother Jeronima Federation of Poor Clare Monasteries
 in the Philippines
Libreng Almusal (c/o Health Care Ministry)
Libreng Kumpil (c/o CWL)
Veneration of the Relic of St. Augustine
Mass Presider: Fr. Dennis Ruiz, OAD
Novena Mass Day 2
Sponsor: CWL/Altar Environment
Presider: Fr. Baltazar A. Obico, OFM
 SSAP Guardian
Sharer: Sr. Josefi na M. Fernando, FMM
            Minister Provincial, Franciscan Missionary of Mary
Libreng Almusal (c/o Hospital Ministry)
Departure of the Relic of St. Augustine
Novena Mass Day 3
Sponsor: Letty Syquia and Family
Presider/Homilist: Fr. Jose Francisco C. Syquia
                           Chief Exorcist, Archdiocese of Manila Offi  ce of Exorcism
Libreng Almusal (c/o LeCom)
Novena Mass Day 4
Sponsor: LeCom/ External Aff airs
Presider/Homilist: Fr. Napoleon B. Sipalay, Jr., OP
  Prior Provincial, Dominican Province of the Philippines
Libreng Almusal (c/o UVA/EMHC/MSH)
Prayer in Honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Libreng Kasal (c/o CWL)
Prayer in Honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Novena Mass Day 5
Sponsor: EMHC/MSH
Presider/Homilist: Fr. Artemio D. Jusayan, O. Carm.
  Prior Provincial, Order of Carmelites – Philippines
Blessing of Sacred Heart images
Libreng Almusal (c/o Youth of San Antonio)
Pre-Loved Bazaar Selling for SSAP Staff  (G/F Parish Center)
Novena Mass Day 6
Sponsor: Guevara/ Dayrit Families
Presider/Homilist: Fr. Jerome Emmanuel D. Guevara, SJ
                            Chinese Program, Sacred Heart School – Ateneo De Cebu
FOSA Night (2/F Parish Center)
Libreng Almusal (c/o Guevara Family)
Pistahan Sa Parokya
Activities:
Pre-Loved Bazaar (G/F Parish Center)
Food Bazaar (Parish Quadrangle)
Children’s Playground and Games (2/F Parish Center)
Novena Mass Day 7
Sponsor: CCD/ OFS
Presider: Fr. Efren Jimenez, OFM
 SSAP Pastoral Team Member
Homilist: Deacon Luis Rivilla, OFS
 Minister, SSAP OFS Fraternity
Libreng Almusal (c/o Scholarship/MBMG/Social Services)
Novena Mass Day 8
Sponsor: Social Services Ministry
Presider/Homilist: Fr. Austin P. Cadiz, OSB
                           Abbot, Abbey of the Our Lady of Montserrat
Libreng Almusal (c/o Admin/ Finance)
Novena Mass Day 9
Sponsor: Vicky Chan/Edmund Lim/Donor
Presider/Homilist: Fr. Cielito Almazan, OFM
  Minister Provincial, San Pedro Bautista Province
Procession in Honor of St. Anthony
Friar’s Night
Mass in Honor of the Feast of St. Anthony
Sponsor: Leticia T. Roxas-Chua and Family
Presider/Homilist: Bishop Broderick Pabillo, D.D.
                            Auxiliary Bishop of Manila
Fiesta Dinner (2/F Parish Center)

 3:00 PM
 6:15 AM
 8:00 AM
 6:00 AM
 9:00 - 11:00 AM
 6:00 PM

 6:00 AM
 9:00 - 11:00 AM
12:00 NN - 5:00 PM

 12:15 NN
 6:00 PM

 

 6:00 AM
 12:15 NN
 6:00 PM

 6:00 AM
 6:00 PM

 6:00 AM
 6:15 AM, 7:30 AM
 9:00 - 11:00 AM
 12:00 NN
 6:00 PM

After 6:00 PM Mass
 6:00 AM

1:00 - 5:00 PM
 6:00 PM

 7:30 PM
 6:00 AM
 9:00 AM

 9:00 AM
 9:00 AM
 2:00 PM
 6:00 PM

 6:00 AM
 6:00 PM

 6:00 AM
 6:00 PM

After 6:00 PM Mass
 7:30 PM
 6:00 PM

 7:00 PM

June 1 (Fri)
June 2 ( Sat)

June 4 ( Mon)

June 5 (Tues)

June 6 (Wed)

June 7 (Thurs)

June 8 (Fri)

June 9 (Sat)

June 10 (Sun)

June 11 (Mon)

June 12 (Tues)

June 13 (Wed)
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Parish Announcement
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LEASE / SALE
FORBES • DASMA • URDA • SAN LO • BEL AIR • MAGA

CONNIE PERIQUET GATMAITAN
CYNTHIA GATMAITAN MENCHACA

TELS.: 8130875 – 8672227 CELL (0917)8109379
3/F SEDCCO BLDG., RADA ST., LEGASPI VILL.,

MAKATI CITY
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